Interactive LEARNING GUIDE
○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Augustine
And
Medieval
Theology
by Scott T. Carroll, Ph.D.
○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Updated 2006

This page is intentionally left blank.

COURSE INTRODUCTION
○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Augustine
And
Medieval
Theology
○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

This page is intentionally left blank.

Augustine and Medieval Theology

Learning Guide 5

The Institute of Theological Studies provides the following syllabus as the standard for this course. You will be
responsible for all assignments unless your school changes the requirements.

Augustine and Medieval Theology
Scott T. Carroll, Ph. D.
Course Syllabus
Course Description
He is the most influential theologian in church history. His teachings have shaped the understanding ofAquinas,
Luther, Calvin, and Barth. In this course, learners study a comprehensive introduction to St. Augustine: his life,
his works, and his legacy in the medieval church. The course details his youth, conversion, literary works, and
his important battles against the day’s emerging heresies. Surveying Augustine’s life as a pastor, teacher, and
writer, students are encouraged to evaluate his contribution to the development of medieval theology and to
apply those contributions to their own lives and ministries.

Course Objectives
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Express an appreciation for the value of historical theology as it relates to ministry
UnderstandAugustine’s unique place in the history of the church
Analyze the most important writings ofAugustine
Synthesize the major theological contributions ofAugustine
Explain the various theological battles Augustine faced in his work
Describe Augustine’s life as a pastor, teacher, and writer
Apply lessons from Augustine to current ministry contexts
EvaluateAugustine’s contribution to the development of Medieval theology

Course Texts
Brown, Peter. Augustine of Hippo. New edition. California: University of California Press, 2000.
The Essential Augustine. Vols. 1-3. Edited by Scott Carroll. Grand Rapids: Institute of Theological Studies,
2000. (only available through ITS)
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COLLABORATIVE LEARNING
Whether you sit in a traditional classroom or study from a distance, you will benefit from interaction, collaboration, and
spiritual formation (ATS schools, note Standards 3.2.1.3; 10,3,3,3; 10.3.4.3). In order to meet this need in distance theological education, ITS is developing structures and resources to encourage spiritual formation and community interaction in
our courses. In this course, we have included three collaborative learning features:
1.
2.
3.

ITS Online Interactivity Forum (see course requirements) – fosters peer-to-peer interaction in a global, threaded
discussion (required for all students)
Spiritual Formation Project (see course requirements) – fosters mentor-to-learner interaction in a mentor-guided
reflection, discussion and application (required for all students)
Learning Community Assignments (see end of ILG) – fosters peer-to-peer collaboration in a group approach to
assignments (optional but recommended where possible)

Go to www.ITScourses.org/interactivity/ for the most up-to-date ITS resources.

Course Requirements
1.

Lectures and Reading: Each student will complete twenty-four (24) lessons that include listening to
recorded lectures and completing the assignments that accompany them. These assignments include
required readings and three essays for each lecture.

2.

Essays: After completing each lesson (lecture and reading), the student will complete two reflective
essays: one summarizing the lecture and the other summarizing a select issue raised in the reading.
Each lecture is also accompanied by one applicational essay which will take the issues under consideration in the lecture and the readings and attempt to place them in a contemporary context. .

3.

Final Exam: Each student may take a final exam at the end of the course. It will be summative in
nature and will cover the entire course. Students will not have access to their books or notes for the
final.

4.

Student Project: In lieu of the Final Exam, the student has the option to work on a semester-long
project. In the back of volume 3 of the textbook, The Essential Augustine, there is a section
entitled, Florilegium. This section contains a collection of citations fromAugustine’s works that deal
with various theological issues. This project entails your continuation of this work. As the student
reads Augustine’s works, he or she will keep the list nearby and add to it when encountering his
treatment of a theological issue. Citations should be typed, highlighting the key parts of the section
cited. The goal of this project is not to simply record a large number of citations. The student should
record citations based upon quality and theological significance. An “A” project will have many citations dealing with a variety of specific theological issues. Primary source reading beyond the course
requirements may be necessary, and critical arrangement of citations according to theological categories is a must. A “B” project will have many citations of theological significance arranged critically but
without the extra reading. A “C” project will simply have a long list of citations which deal with general
theological issues. Ultimately, the student should spend an amount of time (not including time spent
reading) comparable to the time it might take to prepare for and take the final exam.
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ITS Online Interactivity Forum:
Participate with other students worldwide in an ongoing asynchronous threaded discussion of two
major course topics. Go to www.ITScourses.org/interactivity/ to register for and enter the ITS
Online Interactivity Forum. In order to get the fullest benefit from the Forum, complete the assignment
after you have listened to all the lectures. Be sure to return to the forum after finishing the course to see
how others respond. Follow these steps to complete the assignment:
•
•
•

Post an original answer to each question for your course (75 word min.).
Post your response to any previous answer given to each question (75 word min.).
Submit a document to your proctor that contains the original questions, your postings, and the
postings to which you responded.

NOTE: Please read the “Assignment Instructions” in the Forum for details.
Objective: to develop critical thinking skills through personal interaction with the content of the course
and the responses of others within a diverse community of learners.
6.

Spiritual Formation Project:
RATIONALE: Ministry preparation and the Christian life require more than academic exercises. Learners also
need personal, spiritual formation, which involves theological reflection and critical thinking on their current
practices and assumptions. This process occurs as learners engage in self-reflection and interaction in a community of learning. With this in mind, ITS includes in all courses a capstone project addressing these issues and
facilitating interaction beyond the formal learning environment (ATS schools, note Standards 3.2.1.3; 4.1.1;
10.3.3.3).

Write a five-to-six page reflective essay and interview a mentor, discussing the spiritual impact of
this course on your life. Identify your mentor early in the course, and submit the essay to your grader
when you take the final exam. This last project should not be a summary of course content, but an
application of course principles. Complete the following:
1. Personal Reflection and Evaluation: Reflect on the course – To integrate your academic
studies with your walk of faith, reflect on the content of the course and evaluate your life in light of
what you learned.
a. Follow these steps in your reflection:
Step 1: What one theme, principle, or concept in the course is the most significant to you
personally? Why is it significant?
Step 2: What portion(s) of the course brought this theme/principle/concept to light?
Step 3: Think about your past. Why is it vital now for you to deal with and apply this theme/
principle/concept?
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Step 4: How should this affect your thoughts and actions, and what specific steps should
you take to concretely apply what you have learned?
b. Write your answers to the above questions in full paragraph form. (Recommended length for
this reflection: approximately three pages)
c. Give a copy of this reflection to your mentor (see #2).
2. Community Reflection and Interaction: Interview a mentor – Since the Holy Spirit uses the
input of others to guide and form His people, interview a mentor according to the following guidelines:
a. Who should you interview? (1-3 are required; 4-6 are recommended)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Someone with whom you have a reasonably close relationship.
Someone who is a mature Christian ministry leader (i.e. a pastor).
Someone who is not your grader or a family member.
Someone who values the spiritual formation process.
Someone who is familiar with and values the subject of the course.
Someone who has experience using the content of the course in ministry.

NOTE: Identify your mentor early in the course, and give him/her the page entitled “Guidelines for Mentors.”
b. Focus of the interview – Your interview should focus on the issues and questions you raise in
your essay. For example:
•
•
•

What feedback can your mentor give in response to your essay?
In light of the course content, are the conclusions you made appropriate? Why or why
not?
What additional advice, deeper insights or broader applications might he/she suggest from
his/her own life and ministry?

NOTE: Conduct this interview either in person (preferred) or over the phone. Do not use
electronic communication (i.e. email, instant messenger, etc). Suggested length: 45 minutes.
3. Synthesis and Application: Draw your final conclusions – Having reflected on the course
and the discussion with your mentor, synthesize what you have learned in these three sections:
a. Section 1: Begin your essay with the personal reflection from #1 above. This should be exactly
what you gave your mentor for the interview.
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b. Section 2: Comment on your interview, explaining what you discussed and the insights you
gained from your mentor. Include the following:
•
•
•
•

What were the mentor’s comments regarding your essay?
What advice did he/she give?
How did his/her comments expand or correct your application of the course?
Include the person’s name, occupation, and the length of the interview.

c. Section 3: Conclude with a synthesis of what you have learned.Answer the following:
•
•
•

If your mentor corrected any thoughts in your “Personal Reflection and Evaluation”, how
do you feel about these corrections? Do you agree or disagree? Why?
Synthesizing your thoughts from section one and your mentor’s insight in section two, what
final conclusions have you reached? How is this different from section one?
In light of the interview and further reflection, what additional, specific changes need to
occur in your life and what concrete steps will you take to implement them?

NOTE TO STUDENTS: Your effort in this assignment will determine its benefit. If by the end of this course you
have not yet reflected critically on your life in light of what you have studied, allow this assignment to guide you
in that process. The instructor for this course will not score your essay based on the amount of spiritual fruit you
describe; so do not exaggerate (or trivialize) what you have learned. The primary grading criteria is that you
have thoughtfully considered the principles of the course and realistically sought to apply them to your life. If
you have done this and met the minimal requirements (as noted above), you will earn the full points for this
assignment.
Note on confidentiality: Perhaps the Holy Spirit is dealing with you in some very personal areas of your life. Because
of this, your grader will keep your essay entirely confidential and either return or discard it.

Objective: to stimulate reflection and interaction on course principles in order to enhance personal
spiritual formation.
Revised 10/05

Course Grading
The grade for the course shall be determined by the following:
Essays ................................................................................... 50%
Required Reading .................................................................. 10%
Final Examination OR Student Project .................................... 25%
ITS Online Interactivity Forum ................................................. 5%
Spiritual Formation Project .................................................. 10%
100%
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List of Lectures
Section One: The Life of Augustine
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Setting the Stage: The World of Late Antiquity
Sources for the Study of Augustine and HisAge
Augustine: The Wayward Genius (354-385 AD)
Augustine: The Convert (386-395 AD)
Augustine: Son of the Church (395-410 AD)
Augustine: Bishop in Controversy (391-430AD)
Augustine the Pastor:An Introduction
Augustine the Pastor: The Sacramental System
Augustine the Pastor: The Practical Ministry

Section Two: The Major Works of Augustine
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Augustine and the Classical Tradition
Augustine’s Earliest Writings
Augustine On Christian Doctrine
Augustine On Christian Doctrine cont.
Augustine’s Anti-Manichaean Works
Augustine’s Anti-Donatist Works
Augustine’s Anti-Pelagian Works
Augustine’s Anti-Pelagian Works cont.
Augustine On the Trinity
Augustine’s City of God
Augustine’s City of God cont.

Section Three: The Theological Legacy of St. Augustine
21.
22.
23.
24.

The World after Augustine
AnAugustinian Synthesis by the Early Medieval Church
Debate over theAugustinian Synthesis
Augustine Rediscovered by the Later Medieval Church

Course Bibliography
There is an extensive bibliography at the end of the textbook: A Medieval Miscellany. Therefore, one is
not included in this Syllabus.
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Interview
Date/Time:

Guidelines for Mentors
(Students, give this sheet to your mentor for the Spiritual Formation Project.)

Thank you for your involvement in this student’s ITS coursework. We believe the Christian life is more than an
academic exercise, so we encourage students to critically reflect on their life in light of what they learn and then
apply those insights to the daily life of faith.
Therefore, students taking ITS courses are required to complete a final assignment called the “Spiritual Formation Project.” This assignment involves two parts: an essay and an interview:
The ESSAY: After completing their coursework, students reflect on the content of the course, evaluate their lives, and discuss the one theme, principle or concept that is most significant to them and why.
Students are to identify specific ways this theme/principle/concept should apply to their lives and what
action steps they plan to take in order to make these changes a reality.
The INTERVIEW: After writing this reflection, students give a copy to their mentor and meet with
him/her to discuss their thoughts and get feedback. The goal of this interview is to facilitate the
student’s growth through interaction with a mature believer.
NOTES ONTHE INTERVIEW:
•

•

You do not need to be familiar with the course to participate in this interview. You will primarily respond to the
thoughts of the student. (However, general knowledge of the subject matter of the course and/or experience
applying it to ministry is valuable.)
Prior to meeting with the student, read his/her “Personal Reflection and Evaluation” and prepare to discuss the
following:
1.
2.
3.

•
•

What feedback can you give the student in response to his/her essay?
Are the student’s conclusions from the course appropriate? Why or why not?
What additional advice, deeper insights or broader applications would you suggest from your own life
and ministry?

Meet with the student either in person (preferred) or over the phone. Do not use electronic communication (i.e.
email, instant messenger, etc.).
Suggested length of the interview: 45 minutes

Thanks again for participating in this project! You have a real opportunity to guide this student in the application
process and to help him/her connect academics to life – a valuable process for all who wish to grow in
Christ.
NOTE: If the student’s school makes any changes to this assignment, their requirements should replace those described
here.
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This study log should assist you in a few ways. First, it provides you with a course overview at a
glance. You can see the assignments and the course content to which they relate. Second, it provides you
with an opportunity to plan your work so that you do not fall behind and sacrifice learning for cramming.
Third, it provides both you and your instructor with a way to measure your progress at any given point in the
academic term. IF you use this tool well, you may find that completing the course becomes much less
stressful and much more beneficial to your learning.

ASSIGNMENT

TARGET

COMPLETE

Identify your mentor for the Spiritual Formation Project right away.
Lesson #1:
Listen to Lecture 1 and answer questions
Complete reading assignments for Lesson 1

Lesson #2:
Listen to Lecture 2 and answer questions
Complete reading assignments for Lesson 2

Lesson #3:
Listen to Lecture 3 and answer questions
Complete reading assignments for Lesson 3

Lesson #4:
Listen to Lecture 4 and answer questions
Complete reading assignments for Lesson 4

Decide between the Final Exam or the Project
Begin working on your Project or keeping notes for the Exam
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TARGET

COMPLETE

Lesson #5:
Listen to Lecture 5 and answer questions
Complete reading assignments for Lesson 5

Lesson #6:
Listen to Lecture 6 and answer questions
Complete reading assignments for Lesson 6

Lesson #7:
Listen to Lecture 7 and answer questions
Complete reading assignments for Lesson 7

Lesson #8:
Listen to Lecture 8 and answer questions
Complete reading assignments for Lesson 8

Lesson #9:
Listen to Lecture 9 and answer questions
Complete reading assignments for Lesson 9

Continue working on your Project or keeping notes for Exam
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TARGET

COMPLETE

Lesson #10:
Listen to Lecture 10 and answer questions
Complete reading assignments for Lesson 10

Lesson #11:
Listen to Lecture 11 and answer questions
Complete reading assignments for Lesson 11

Lesson #12:
Listen to Lecture 12 and answer questions
Complete reading assignments for Lesson 12

Lesson #13:
Listen to Lecture 13 and answer questions
Complete reading assignments for Lesson 13

Lesson #14:
Listen to Lecture 14 and answer questions
Complete reading assignments for Lesson 14

Continue working on your Project or keeping notes for the Exam
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TARGET

COMPLETE

Lesson #15:
Listen to Lecture 15 and answer questions
Complete reading assignments for Lesson 15

Lesson #16:
Listen to Lecture 16 and answer questions
Complete reading assignments for Lesson 16

Lesson #17:
Listen to Lecture 17 and answer questions
Complete reading assignments for Lesson 17

Lesson #18:
Listen to Lecture 18 and answer questions
Complete reading assingnments for Lesson 18

Lesson #19:
Listen to Lecture 19 and answer questions
Complete reading assignments for Lesson 19

Continue working on your Project or keeping notes for the Exam
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TARGET

COMPLETE

Lesson #20:
Listen to Lecture 20 and answer questions
Complete reading assignments for Lesson 20

Lesson #21:
Listen to Lecture 21 and answer questions
Complete reading assignments for Lesson 21

Lesson #22:
Listen to Lecture 22 and answer questions
Complete reading assignments for Lesson 22

Lesson #23:
Listen to Lecture 23 and answer questions
Complete reading assignments for Lesson 23

Lesson #24:
Listen to Lecture 24 and answer questions
Complete reading assignments for Lesson 24

Complete the ITS Online Interactivity Forum
Complete the Spiritual Formation Project
Complete and hand in finished Project or complete the Exam
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Understanding the Lessons in the

Interactive Learning Guide
Each lesson contains several components to facilitate the best possible learning experience.
Each component is listed below with a brief explanation. If you utilize this Interactive Learning Guide as intended, you will have much more success in retaining information, preparing for the exam, and completing the required work.
1.

Overview of the Lecture
This section describes what to expect in Dr. Carroll’s discussion concerning the
life and ministry of Augustine.

2.

Overview of the Readings
This section will explain how the readings relate to one another, how they cohere, and their purpose in the overall lesson.

3.

Learning Outcomes
The Learning Outcomes describe what the student should be able to do when
completing the lessons. They are intended to bring the student to higher levels of
thinking and learning.

4.

Required Work – Within this category, there are four key components:
Listen – Listen to the lecture for the given lesson.
Read – Read the required pages from Brown and Carroll. Optional readings are
given as well.
Reflect – Compose two essays: one over the reading and the other over the lecture. A guide has been given to assist you in crafting the essays.
Apply – Compose one essay putting the given content into real-life ministry
situations. A guide has been given to assist in the composition of this
essay as well.

5.

Lecture Notes
The notes begin with a quote concerning prayer from Augustine followed by a
segment of one of Augustine’s prayers. This is then followed by an outline
corresponding to the lecture. The outlines are often much more in depth than the
lecture, and they provide helpful note-taking guides.
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SECTION ONE: THE LIFE OF AUGUSTINE

LESSON 1
Setting the Stage: The World of Late Antiquity
Overview of the Lecture
This lesson provides a brief introduction to some of the historical and religious developments leading up to Augustine’s lifetime. We will survey developments in Roman politics
in the first four centuries of the Christian era, Roman religion and the persecution of the
Church and specific developments in the life of the Church. Augustine lived in a tumultuous time when social, political and economic structures were in disarray and the Church
was embroiled in deeply divisive and critical theological debate. God would raise up a
champion, from the backwaters of internal North Africa, on the fringe of nowhere, to provide leadership and vision for this troubled generation and many to follow.

Overview of the Readings
Your encounter of the life, works and influence of Augustine begins with his spiritual and
soul-searching masterpiece Confessions. You will begin by reading the first two books
which introduce the grand theme of God’s relentless pursuit of Augustine, the African.
The supplemental article on Augustine’s African heritage is written by one of the foremost
specialists on St. Augustine and editor of a critical edition and textual commentary of the
Confessions. Enjoy!

Learning Outcomes: At the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
1.

Challenge a potential bias that might minimize the relevance of the history of the
church in the ancient and medieval period

2.

Identify strong connections between political, economic and social history and the life
of the church

3.

Understand Augustine’s unique place in history

4.

Discuss the origin of Latin Christianity and Augustine’s place as a Doctor of the Latin
Church

5.

Give a description of Bauer’s thesis, list its implications, and provide a critical response to the thesis based on early evidence
© Copyright 2000 by OUTREACH, INC., Grand Rapids, Michigan, U.S.A.
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Required Work
Listen
Take careful notes on Lecture 1.
Supplement and expand your notes by a thoughtful integration of the outline provided.

Read
[Primary Sources] The Essential Augustine: Vol. I Biographical and Pastoral Works: Confessions
Books 1-2.
[Supplemental Readings] A Medieval Miscellany: Select Readings Week One: “Augustine the
African,” pp. 2-9.

Reflect
1.

Please review your notes of the lecture and recollections of the reading(s), and in a
page, develop your ideas concerning one or two of the major themes raised in the
lecture.

2.

Please summarize in a page your impressions of your readings in Confessions. In particular, what similarities or striking contrasts do you see between Augustine’s youth
and your own? What do you make of the defining moment of conscience for Augustine? Is that highly personal and seeming non-consequential moment something that is
experienced universally by each person?

Apply
It is commonly assumed that history is a story about the past from the vantage point of
those who have power. When this is applied to the history of Christian thought it is argued that what is commonly accepted as the traditional teaching of the Church has little to
do with truth or popular concensus and much more to do with the endorsement of those in
power, whether accurately reflecting the origins of Christian belief and dogma or not. If
this is true, what implications might it have on our understanding of the past, the value of
surviving sources. What impact might this have on our understanding of orthodoxy and
heresy? Pretend these questions have been raised by someone in dialogue with you about
the validity of Christianity. How would you respond?
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Lecture Notes
Augustine said concerning prayer: “Holy prayer is the column of all virtues; a ladder to
God; the support of widows, the foundation of faith; the crown of religious; the sweetness
of the married life.” (Auct. Serm. ad. Fratres in eremo apud St. Aug.: Serm 22)
Prayer: “ ’Great are you, O Lord, and greatly to be praised; great is your power, and infinite is your wisdom.’ ” And man desires to praise you, for he is a part of your creation; he
bears his mortality about with him and carries the evidence of his sin and the proof that
you do resist the proud. Still he desires to praise you, this man who is only a small part of
your creation. You have prompted him, that he should delight to praise you, for you have
made us for yourself and restless is our heart until it comes to rest in you.” Augustine
Confessions I.1
I. An Introduction
A. Brief Course Description
B. Some Objectives
1.

To challenge a potential bias that might minimize the relevance of the
history of the church in the Ancient and Medieval periods

2.

To encourage strong connections between political, economic and social
history and the life of the church

3.

To provide an understanding for Augustine’s unique place in history

4.

To begin to learn something of the origin of Latin Christianity and
Augustine’s place as a Doctor of the Latin Church

5.

To provide a description of Bauer’s thesis, its implications and to provide
a critical response to the thesis based on early evidence

C. Augustine’s Age
1.

The late antique period

2.

Search for stability and continuity

D. Church History and the Medieval Period
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II. The Glory That Was Rome
A. The Political Setting
1.

2.

3.

The Golden Age of Rome (1st and 2nd centuries AD)
a.

Political developments

b.

Economic and social setting

c.

The religions of Rome

The Waning of the Empire (3rd and 4th centuries AD)
a.

Anarchy and recovery

b.

New trends in religion

c.

Rome becomes Christian

An uncertain future

B. Developments in Christianity
1.

Bauer’s Thesis: The question of orthodoxy, heresy and history
a.

A summary of the work of Walter Bauer and his thesis concerning
power, politics and how we understand the past

b.

A challenge to the thesis

2.

The church in east and west: Politics, language and theology

3.

Theological and institutional developments
a.

Christological debates

b.

Trinitarian definition

c.

The solidification of the canon

d. Ecclesiastical and clerical developments
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III. Concluding Observations
A. The Challenges of Augustine’s World
1.

New but fragile Christian state

2.

Economic and political crisis

3.

New theological challenges

4.

Correlations to the post-modern age

B. Looking to the Next Lecture
C. For Further Information Consult: James O’Donnell’s “Augustine the African” in the
select readings.
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LESSON 2
Sources for the Study of Augustine and His Age
Overview of the Lecture
This lesson provides an introduction to the surviving sources and tools that are available
for the study of early Christianity generally and Augustine in particular. It is hoped that a
discussion of these sources might encourage the student to pursue future independent
research. The lesson will also begin to introduce the student to Augustine’s magisterial
spiritual autobiography, Confessions. Critical issues are discussed, and an overview is
provided. Augustine describes a God-shaped void, his disquieted search for peace and
the story of God’s relentless pursuit of him, turning the typical modern “testimonial” on its
head.

Overview of the Readings
This week you will begin one of the most celebrated and enduring biographies ever written. The work is a skillfully embroidered tapestry of a compelling yet highly complicated
individual who is both vulnerably accessible and yet mysteriously aloof. Your readings in
the Confessions will watch Augustine in his late teens and twenties. The supplementary
material provides two book reviews of indispensable resources for the study of Augustine.
Enjoy!

Learning Outcomes: At the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
1.

Describe the standard tools used for the study of early Christianity and Augustine and
explain the usefulness of the various tools

2.

List the strengths and limitations of the available tools and resources

3.

Have a preliminary understanding of Augustine’s autobiographical masterpiece, Con
fessions

4.

Discuss the major themes in Confessions and the relationship between these themes and
the modern Church
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Required Work
Listen
Take careful notes on Lecture 2.
Supplement and expand your notes by a thoughtful integration of the outline provided.

Read
Brown, Augustine of Hippo, Part I, pp. 19-72.
[Primary Sources] The Essential Augustine: Vol. I Biographical and Pastoral Works: Confessions
Books 3-4.
[Supplemental Readings] A Medieval Miscellany: Select Readings Week Two: “Various Reviews.” pp. 9-16.

Reflect
1.

Please review your notes of the lecture and recollections of the reading(s), and in a
page, develop your ideas concerning one or two of the major themes raised in the
lecture.

2.

Please summarize in a page your impressions of your readings in Confessions. How
would you describe Augustine’s life and search for meaning in his late teens and
twenties? In what ways is his pilgrimage typical and/or unique?

Apply
Please go to your theological library and make a list of as many of the tools discussed in
Lecture 2 that are available to you. Also, take time to access the various Internet sites
listed. Take time to familiarize yourself with these and any other useful resources available to you. You may ask the research reference librarian for help. Make a check-list of
available sources at your library.
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Lecture Notes
Augustine said concerning prayer: “What can be more excellent than prayer; what is more
profitable to our life; what sweeter to our souls; what more sublime, in the course of our
whole life, than the practice of prayer!”
Prayer: “Blessed are all your Saints, O God and King, who have traveled over the tempestuous sea of this mortal life, and have made the harbor of peace and felicity. Watch over us
who are still in our dangerous voyage; and remember such as lie exposed to the rough
storms of trouble and temptations. Frail is our vessel, and the ocean is wide; but as in your
mercy you have set our course, so steer the vessel of our life toward the everlasting shore
of peace, and bring us at length to the quiet haven of our heart’s desire, where you, O our
God, are blessed, and live and reign for ever and ever.”
I.

An Introduction
A. Summary from Lecture 1
1.

The world of transition and upheaval

2.

The role of the church to create continuity

3.

Augustine’s unique place in history

B. Some Objectives
1.

To provide an introduction to the standard tools used for the study of the
early Christianity and Augustine and to familiarize the student with the
usefulness of the various tools

2.

To provide an awareness of the strengths and limitations of the available
tools and resources

3.

To introduce Augustine’s autobiographical masterpiece Confessions

4.

To consider the major themes in Confessions and the relationship
between these themes and the modern Church

C. Brief Discussion Concerning the Number and Variety of Extant Sources
1.

Do not be intimidated

2.

Huge body of material
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3.

Interdisciplinary nature of the study and multilingual demands

4.

The importance of non-literary sources
a.

Inscriptions

b.

Artistic evidence

c.

Archaeological and other miscellaneous lines of evidence

II. Background Materials
A. Bibliographical Resources for Primary Sources
1.

Patrology Vol. 4 ed. A. DiBerardino

2.

Bibliographica Patristica

3.

Clavis Patrum Latinorum

B. Primary Sources
1.

Original languages
a.

PL (Migne): Patrologia Latina

b.

CSEL: Corpus Scriptorum Ecclesiasticorum Latinorum

c.

CCSL: Coprus Cristianorum, Series Latina

d. BA: Bibliothèque Augustinienne

2.

e.

LCL: Loeb Classical Library, Latin Series

f.

Miscellaneous editions

Texts in translation
a.

ACW: Ancient Christian Writers

b.

FC: Fathers of the Church
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NPNF: Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers

d. LCL: Loeb Classical Library
e.

Miscellaneous editions (Chadwick)

C. Secondary Sources
a.

Further bibliographical resources: Augustinus-Lexikon

b.

Monographs

c.

Other contributions (Journals: AugSt; JAC; JEH; JMedHist; ReAug etc)

D. Variety of Research Tools
1.

Standard dictionaries and encyclopaedias (LeClerq et al [DACL]; EEC; Austiegund Neidergang der Römischen Welt [ANRW]; NCE; OxfordDictionary of the Early
Church [ODEC]; RLAC; L’Aneé Phililogique [L’AP])

2.

Research tools

3.

a.

Patrologia Latina Database

b.

CLCL

c.

CAG

Resourceful Internet sites

III. An Overview of The Confessions
A. Introductory Remarks
1.

Purpose

2.

Place in literary history

3.

Challenges
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B. Overview Description
1.

Other autobiographical materials
a.

From the ancient world

b.

Other autobiographical material in Augustine

2.

Augustine concerning Confessions

3.

Other critical matters
a.

Confessions in Augustine’s life
(1) Genesis
(2) Date of composition
(3) Value as a historical source

b.

Source and genre criticism

c.

Manuscript evidence and the history of its publication

4.

Editions and resources

5.

Summary by Book

C. Critical Remarks
1.

Most recent scholarship

2.

Avenues of approaches

3.

Reading Confessions: Central Themes
a.

An intellectual ascent

b.

A spiritual ascent

c.

The place of conversion

d. The use of Scripture
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D. Summary Conclusions
IV. Concluding Observations
A. I Hope that a Familiarity with the Available Resources and Tools Might Bring
Confidence in Research
B. Encourage Personal Reflection as You Read Confessions
C. Looking to the Next Lecture
D. For Further Information Consult: The annotated bibliography provided for
you in A Medieval Miscellany.
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LESSON 3
Augustine: The Wayward Genius (354-385 AD)
Overview of the Lecture
This lesson provides a survey of Roman Africa and the early life of Augustine. We will
explore ancient education and the career prospects for a young person such as Augustine.
The recurring thesis of this lesson emphasizes the fact that Augustine was an unlikely
candidate for the life and contributions set before him. The subtext of the thesis contemplates God’s providential care and development of this provincial youth. Augustine was
from the interior of Africa, from parents of mixed stock and of mixed beliefs, son of a
widow and caught in poverty. He was a person of dramatic excess who searched endlessly
for a genuine friendship and true meaning in life. We will leave Augustine on the verge of
what appears to be the highest point of his career, but his life was in shambles and soon to
change forever.

Overview of the Readings
This week you will continue Brown’s classic biography which is supplemented by
Augustine’s autobiographical recollections in Confessions Books 5-7. Confessions details
incidents relating to Augustine’s career advancement, his break from Manichaeism and the
tremendous influence that Ambrose had on Augustine. The supplemental reading is an
introduction to the Confessions written by J. O’Donnell, the world-renown specialist on
Augustine and the Confessions. Enjoy!

Learning Outcomes: At the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
1.

Describe the major events of Augustine’s life to the age of 30 years

2.

Discuss the variety of sources that are useful for the study of Augustine’s early life

3.

Appreciate how God in His providence can transform an unlikely person such as
Augustine, into a vibrant and useful servant of profound importance

4.

Illustrate how the circumstances of Augustine’s youth were instrumental in his devel
opment and later life

5.

Admire the prayerful pursuit of Augustine’s mother and the impact of family and
friends
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Required Work
Listen
Take careful notes on Lecture 3.
Supplement and expand your notes by a thoughtful integration of the outline provided.

Read
Brown, Augustine of Hippo, Part II, pp. 79-181.
[Primary Sources] The Essential Augustine: Vol. I Biographical and Pastoral Works: Confessions
Books 5-7.
[Supplemental Readings] A Medieval Miscellany: Select Readings Week Three: “Augustine’s
Confessions,” pp. 16-43.

Reflect
1.

Please review your notes of the lecture and recollections of the reading(s), and in a
page, develop your ideas concerning one or two of the major themes raised in the
lecture.

2.

Please summarize in a page your impressions of your readings in Confessions. What
influence did Ambrose have on Augustine, the wayward genius? What is the relationship between themes developed in Book Seven and his recent break with the
Manichaeans?

Apply
While some enjoy the benefits of grace from an early age, Augustine was a convert later in
life. Augustine’s own humble circumstances, compounded by his dissolute youth would
have seemed to have rendered him a highly unlikely candidate for what would be his
eventual calling. How might Augustine’s story help you to relate to others in a similar
muddle? Contrast Augustine’s faith-pilgrimage with the stories of Paul of Tarsus, Martin
Luther and perhaps your own faith-story.
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Lecture Notes
Augustine said concerning prayer: “Prayer is the protection of holy souls; a consolation for
the guardian angel; an insupportable torment to the devil; a most acceptable homage to
God; the best and most perfect praise for penitents and religious; the greatest honor and
glory; the preserver of spiritual health.” (Augustine Ep. CXXX)
Prayer: “Hear my prayer, O Lord; let not my soul faint under your discipline, nor let me
faint in confessing unto you all of your mercies, whereby you might become sweet to me
beyond all the seductions which I used to follow; and that I may love you entirely, and
grasp your hand with my whole heart, and that you may deliver me from every temptation, even unto the end. For lo, O Lord, my King and my God, for your service be whatever
useful thing I learned as a boy— for your service what I speak, and write, and count. For
when I learned vain things, you granted me your discipline; and my sin in taking delight
in those vanities, you have forgiven. I learned, indeed, in them many useful words; but
these may be learned in things not vain, and that is the safe way for youths to walk in.”
(Augustine Confessions I.15)
I.

An Introduction
A. Summary from Lecture 2
1.

The world of transition and upheaval

2.

The role of the church to create continuity

3.

Augustine’s unique place in history

4.

A familiarity with Augustine sources and tools for further study

B. Some Objectives
1.

To familiarize you with the major events of Augustine’s life to the age of
30 years

2.

To introduce you to the variety of sources that are useful for the study of
Augustine’s early life

3.

To observe together how God in His providence can transform an unlikely
person such as Augustine, into a vibrant and useful servant of profound
importance
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4.

To illustrate how the circumstances of Augustine’s youth were
instrumental in his development and later life

5.

To observe the prayerful pursuit of Augustine’s mother and the impact of
family and friends

II. Roman Africa: Introductory Material
A. History and Legend
1.

2.

Vergil and the epic origins of Rome
a.

Aeneas and Dido

b.

Phoenicians and Carthaginians

c.

The literary metaphor of Rome’s Africa

Proud past

B. Social Structures
1.

Berbers and Nomads

2.

Roman population of Africa
a.

Retired soldiers

b.

The landed aristocracy

c.

The server-client status

C. Trials of the late antique world
III. Augustine’s Childhood
A. Home
1.

Augustine’s earliest years
a.

Birth

b.

Pagan father and godly mother Monica
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Sources for Augustine’s recollection of his childhood
(1) Confessions Books 1-6
(2) Other sources

B. Education
1.

An introduction to typical education at this time
a.

The trivium and quadrivium

b.

The importance of the classics: Vergil, Cicero and Sallust

c.

The importance of memory
(1) Place of memory in education
(2) Relationship between memory and quotation in ancient sources

d. The place of discipline in ancient education
2.

3.

Thagaste
a.

Provincial town

b.

The earliest years of his education

Maudura
a.

Prominent town

b.

Hometown of Apuleius, author of Metamorphosis

c.

Returned home at 15 years of age
(1) Became involved the revelries of teenage excess
(2) Self-conscious reflection on his willful rebellion and spiritual
profligacy
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Carthage
a.

Personal sacrifices allowed him to continue his education

b.

Carthage was one of the most illustrious cities in the empire

c.

Aim of education
(1) To become a lawyer
(2) To teach rhetoric
(3) Augustine and Greek

d. The excesses of life in Carthage
e.

Involvement with the Manichaeans
(1) Background information
(2) Appeal to Augustine

IV. Early Career
A. Carthage
1.

Early teaching career

2.

Decision to leave

B. Rome
1.

Teaching career

2.

Contact with the Manichaeans

3.

Contact with the Neoplatonists

C. Milan
1.

Importance of Milan
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V. Summary Conclusions
A. Unmentioned Influence of Friends
B. Unrelenting Prayerful Pursuit of His Mother
C. Augustine, A Most Unlikely Candidate for His Place in History
D. Providential Direction of God
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LESSON 4
Augustine: The Convert (386-95 AD)
Overview of the Lecture
In this lesson we continue to follow Augustine’s life, watching his personal struggles and
his quest for status. We will see Augustine’s eventual conversion to Christianity and the
sequence of events that immediately followed his conversion. For background information, we will investigate conversion in the ancient world and conversion in the early and
medieval church. We will also discuss the rise of ascetic living as a response to the crisis
of the late ancient world and its popular appeal to Augustine.

Overview of the Readings
This week you will continue to read Brown’s biography of Augustine and Confessions
Books 8-9. These books in Confessions are filled with moving themes, including
Augustine’s conversion and the untimely death of his mother, Monica. The influence of
Monica was never missed on Augustine as your reading will make evident. The supplementary reading includes a thematic introduction to Confessions written by J. O’Donnell.
Enjoy!

Learning Outcomes: At the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
1.

Discuss the notion of conversion in the early church and its place of importance in the
Confessions

2.

Provide some background to the moral climate of the late ancient world and the rise of
asceticism

3.

Describe some of the more prevalent intellectual pursuits of the period

4.

Appreciate the intercession of individuals, the primacy of the Church and the authoritative role of the Word of God in Augustine’s conversion story
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Required Work
Listen
Take careful notes on Lecture 4.
Supplement and expand your notes by a thoughtful integration of the outline provided.

Read
Brown, Augustine of Hippo, Part III, pp. 189-280.
[Primary Sources] The Essential Augustine: Vol. I Biographical and Pastoral Works: Confessions
Books 8-9.
[Supplemental Readings] A Medieval Miscellany: Select Readings Week Four: “An Introduction to Augustine’s Confessions,” pp. 43-56.

Reflect
1.

Please review your notes of the lecture and recollections of the reading(s), and in a
page, develop your ideas concerning one or two of the major themes raised in the
lecture.

2.

Please summarize in a page your impressions of your readings in Confessions. Please
discuss in detail Augustine’s recollection of his conversion. In what ways is the story
common to all who have been made alive by grace through faith?

Apply
Augustine wrote in his Confessions, “You have made us for Yourself O God, and our hearts
are restless until they find their rest in You.” Explore and describe Augustine’s early years
of restlessness. Based on what you have heard and read thus far, what do you understand
him to be saying and how might his statement help you approach someone concerning
faith in Christ? Contrast Augustine’s conversion story with those in modern vogue that
emphasize personal effort and experience.
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Lecture Notes
Augustine said concerning prayer: “When shall I call to mind all that happened during
those holidays? I have not forgotten them; nor will I be silent about the severity of thy
scourge, and the amazing quickness of thy mercy. During that time thou didst torture me
with a toothache; and when it had become so acute that I was not able to speak, it came into
my heart to urge all my friends who were present to pray for me to thee, the God of all
health. And I wrote it down on the tablet and gave it to them to read. Presently, as we
bowed our knees in supplication, the pain was gone. But what pain? How did it go? I
confess that I was terrified, O Lord my God, because from my earliest years I had never
experienced such pain. And thy purposes were profoundly impressed upon me; and
rejoicing in faith, I praised thy name. But that faith allowed me no rest in respect of my past
sins, which were not yet forgiven me through thy baptism.”
Prayer: “Is it possible, O Lord, that, since thou art in eternity, thou art ignorant of what I am
saying to thee? Or, dost thou see in time an event at the time it occurs? If not, then why am
I recounting such a tale of things to thee? Certainly not in order to acquaint thee with them
through me; but, instead, that through them I may stir up my own love and the love of my
readers toward thee, so that all may say, “Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised.” I
have said this before and will say it again: “For love of thy love I do it.” So also we pray—
and yet Truth tells us, “Your Father knoweth what things you need before you ask him.”
Consequently, we lay bare our feelings before thee, that, through our confessing to thee
our plight and thy mercies toward us, thou mayest go on to free us altogether, as thou hast
already begun; and that we may cease to be wretched in ourselves and blessed in thee—
since thou hast called us to be poor in spirit, meek, mourners, hungering and athirst for
righteousness, merciful and pure in heart. Thus I have told thee many things, as I could
find ability and will to do so, since it was thy will in the first place that I should confess to
thee, O Lord my God—for “Thou art good and thy mercy endureth forever.” Confessions
XI.1
I.

An Introduction
A. Summary from Lecture 3
1.

Surveyed the early years of Augustine’s life exploring background material
and his education

2.

Observed Augustine’s longing for success

3.

Investigated the place of rhetoric in education and as a career

© Copyright 2000 by OUTREACH, INC., Grand Rapids, Michigan, U.S.A.

Augustine and Medieval Theology

Learning Guide 47

4.

Surveyed Augustine’s career advancement

5.

Contemplated Augustine’s personal turmoils and excesses

B. Some Objectives
1.

To discuss the notion of conversion in the early church and its place of importance in the Confessions

2.

To provide some background to the moral climate of the late ancient world
and the rise of asceticism

3.

To discuss some of the more prevalent intellectual pursuits of the period

4.

To observe the intercession of individuals, the primacy of the Church and the
authoritative role of the Word of God in Augustine’s conversion story

II. Conversion in the Early Church
A. The Conversion Story in History
1.

Constrictions of our own experience

2.

Importance of having a sensitive awareness of the historical setting of a conversion story

B. The Biblical Model: Faith and Grace
1.

Certain models for conversions are established in Scripture

2.

Elements of faith, atonement and grace are normative

C. Evolving Need for an Outward Confirmation of One’s Conversion
1.

Necessitated, in part, by rising opposition, evident in NT times

2.

Developed strong emphasis on catechetical training of new converts
a.

Development of creedal statements and confessions of faith

b.

Training culminated in baptism
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Heightened emphasis on outward expressions of belief for apologetic purposes
a.

Eucharistic practices gradually evolved

b.

Baptismal practice gradually evolved
(1) Delayed to Easter and synchronized with the resurrection
(2) Delay accentuated the importance
(3) Baptism and conversion gradually conflated

D. Baptism in the Confessions
1.

Baptism delayed in Augustine’s childhood

2.

Father’s baptism

III. The Moral Climate of the Late-Ancient World
A. The Philosophical Roots of Dualism
1.

2.

Two kinds of dualism
a.

Ethical dualism

b.

Cosmological dualism

Ethical dualism

B. Philosophical and Religious Development of Dualism
1.

Dualism in the NT?

2.

Roots of dualism

C. Docetism
1.

Implications concerning Jesus

2.

Gnosticism
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D. The Rise of Monasticism
1.

Origins

2.

Asceticism

3.

Earliest examples

E. Appeal of Asceticism to Augustine
IV. The Intellectual Quest for Wisdom
A. Works Read
1.

2.

Cicero and the New Academy
a.

Rhetorical beauty

b.

Inspirational themes: On the Good Life; Hortensius

Plotinus and Neoplatonism
a.

Access through the Roman rhetorician Victorinus’ Latin translation

b.

Enneads reflect direct confrontation with Gnosticism

c.

Relevance to Augustine and his personal problems and conflict with
Manichaeaism

B. Augustine Advances to Milan
V. Individual Influences
A. The Role of His Mother
1.

Biographical information

2.

Mothering Augustine: nurturing, teaching and prayers

3.

Recent arrival in Milan

4.

Attempt to make connections
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B. The Role of Ambrose
1.

Statesman made bishop

2.

Powerful rhetorician

3.

Courageous orthodox behavior

C. The Role of Simplicianus
1.

Bishop’s assistance

2.

Wise and sensitive dealing with Augustine

D. The role of Pontitianus
VI. Summary Conclusions
A. The Powerful Influence of Dualism (Still Persistent)
B. Augustine’s Story: Realization of His Own Sinfulness and the Necessity for Grace
C. The Role of Individuals
D. The Primacy of the Word and the Church
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LESSON 5
Augustine: Son of the Church (395-410 AD)
Overview of the Lecture
This lecture explores the events immediately following Augustine’s conversion. We will investigate
the appeal of contemplative retirement and communal living in Augustine’s day, his retirement with
friends to fellowship and study and some of the immediate and dramatic changes in his outlook on
God, self and others and his motivations and aspirations. We will conclude with the death of his
mother and his eventual return to North Africa. In particular, take careful notice of the function and
importance of catechetical training in the early church and baptism as a moment of culmination in the
salvation experience.

Overview of the Readings
In addition to your continued reading of Brown’s biography, you will begin to read this week a fascinating corpus of letters exchanged between Augustine and Jerome. These two influential church
fathers never met in person, but maintained a lively correspondence that at points became rather tense.
Of the hundreds of letters that survive, these are among the most curious and interesting. The supplemental reading includes an article by Fr. Paul Henry, an eminent scholar and specialist on Plotinus.
The intriguing article explores Augustine’s singularly unique development of person and personality
in Confessions. Enjoy!

Learning Outcomes: At the end of the lesson, you should be able to:
1.

Discuss the nature of the sources on Augustine, their value, and the evolutionary
nature of Augustine’s development

2.

Give a chronological overview of the years following his conversion

3.

Explain in detail the rise of monasticism and its appeal to Augustine

4.

Talk generally about the state of the church in North Africa and the origin of schism
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Required Work
Listen
Take careful notes on Lecture V.
Supplement and expand your notes by a thoughtful integration of the outline provided.

Read
Brown, Augustine of Hippo, Part IV, pp. 287-375.
[Primary Sources] The Essential Augustine: Vol. I Biographical and Pastoral Works: Letters
XXVII, XXXIX, XL, LXVII-LXVIII, LXXI- LXXIII and LXXV.
[Supplemental Readings] A Medieval Miscellany: Select Readings Week Five: “Augustine on
Personality,” pp. 57-75.

Reflect
1. Please review your notes of the lecture and recollections of the reading(s) and in a
page develop your ideas concerning one (or two) of the major themes raised in the lecture.
2. Please summarize in a page your impressions of the value of letters as a historical
source and some of the limitations of letters.

Apply
For many from a Protestant background, monasticism might seem rather alien if not a
disdainful existence. Discuss some of the issues that gave rise to monasticism. Contemplate some of the positive results as well as some of the potential pitfalls of the institution.
In what ways do you practice spiritual disciplines and contemplation. How does the
world-system invade your spiritual cloister? As an alternative to a traditional answer to
the question, for those of you who dare (and I would highly recommend it if at all possible), make arrangements through a local diocese or the visitors’ coordinator of a monastery or cloister and arrange for an overnight visit. An interesting alternative might be to
visit cloistered sisters in your area. Ask them about their interests and try to discover what
motivates them spiritually. If you have chosen this alternative, please report on your
experience in lieu of answering the questions above.
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Lecture Notes
Augustine considered the relationship between knowing God and prayer: “As a consider
the relationship between faith and prayer, I wonder how they relate. Grant me, O Lord, to
know and understand whether first to invoke you or to praise you; whether first to know
you or call upon you. But who can invoke you, knowing you not? For he who knows you
not may invoke you as another than you are [which would be idolatrous]. It may be that
we should invoke you in order that we may come to know you. But “how shall they call on
him in whom they have not believed? Or how shall they believe without a preacher?”
Now, “they shall praise the Lord who seek him,” for “those who seek shall find him,” and,
finding him, shall praise him. I will seek you, O Lord, and call upon you. I call upon you,
O Lord, in my faith which you have given me, which you have inspired in me through the
humanity of your Son, and through the ministry of your preacher.” Augustine Confessions
I.1.
Prayer: ““O Lord, I am your servant; I am your servant and the son of your handmaid. You
have loosed my bonds. I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving.” Let my heart and
my tongue praise you, and let all my bones say, “Lord, who is like unto you?” Let them
say so, and answer you me and say unto my soul, “I am your salvation.” Who am I, and
what is my nature? What evil is there not in me and my deeds; or if not in my deeds, my
words; or if not in my words, my will? But you, O Lord, are good and merciful, and your
right hand reached into the depth of my death and emptied out the abyss of corruption
from the bottom of my heart. . . . Now was my soul free from the gnawing cares of seeking
and getting, of wallowing in the mire and scratching the itch of lust. And I prattled like a
child to you, O Lord my God—my light, my riches, and my salvation.” Confessions IX.1
I.

An Introduction
A. Introductory Comments on Augustine’s Prayer
B. Summary from Lecture IV
1.

The place of conversion stories in the early Church

2.

Investigated Augustine’s conversion
a.

Emphasized the need to avoid historically inappropriate interpretations of
conversion stories that do not mesh identically with our own experience

b. Observed the influence of his mother and other
c.

Emphasized the importance of Scripture and the Church
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The formative role of Augustine’s personal understanding of his conversion in
his later theological formation

C. Some Objectives
1.

To discuss the nature of the sources their value and the evolutionary nature of
Augustine’s development

2.

To provide a chronological overview of the years following his conversion

3.

To give a more detailed explanation of the rise of monasticism and its appeal
to Augustine

4.

To talk generally about the state of the church in North Africa and the origin of
schism

II. Years Following Augustine’s Conversion
A. Catechetical Training in Preparation for Baptism
1.

Regulated practice in the early Church

2.

Training in the elementary doctrines: “In the essentials unity; in the non-essen
tials liberty; but in all things love.”

B. Importance in a Formative Stage of Augustine’s Spiritual Development
C. Augustine baptized on Easter in 385 AD
1.

Took Place in Milan and was Administered by Bishop Ambrose

2.

Augustine’s Son and a Friend Were also Baptized at That Time

D. Reflections were written from a mature vantage point
III. Preliminary Comments on the Sources
A. Variety of Available Sources
1.

Confessions

2.

Correspondences
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Hundreds survive
(1) In some cases responses or details about events surrounding a corre
spondence have also survived
(2) Editors have arranges in chronological order

b.

Some cautions about the limitations of these sources

B. Augustine’s Writings Evolve
1.

His works reflect the change resulting from his growth

2.

He was correcting and amending until his death

3.

a.

Some works were published only after a long period of time, reflection
and emendation

b.

He kept a book of corrections known as his Retractions which he edited
until his deathbed

Consequently, his early works do not reflect the spiritual and theological
sophistication of his later works

IV. Events Directly Following His Conversion
A. Retirement for Study
1.

2.

The ancient notion of a study commune
a.

Augustine’s intention prior to his conversion

b.

Provided an outlet from the busy distractions of the world

c.

Models were found with the privileged leisure class and with various
philosophical sects; and growing popularity among Christians

Augustine longed for friendship
a.

May have related to what he found attractive about the Manichaeans
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b.

Augustine is always surrounded by friends (first extensive Christian evi
dence on friendship)

c.

Many friends followed Augustine because he was a strong leader with a
compelling personality

Conducted his time composing his earliest writings and revising some previ
ous works

B. Important Events in 387
1.

Augustine, his son and friend are baptized

2.

The death of Monica at Ostia (Antica)

3.

Interlude in Rome for approximately one year

C. Returns to Africa in 388
1.

Establishes a communal retreat in Thagaste

2.

Monasticism and Its Appeal to Augustine
a.

Recapitulation of the origins of monasticism: Corrections of misconcep
tions
(1) Hellenistic, pagan Egyptian roots and non-Western origins
(2) Jewish
(3) NT and early Christian (models both orthodox, heretical and schis
matic)

3.

b.

Strong dualistic desires

c.

Models of virtue: St. Antony

Early development of monasticism
a.

Western roots in Egypt and Syria

b.

Earliest hermits (from Gr. for desert) or anchorites (from Gr. for no property)
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Earliest Christian stories date to the mid-third century (direct correlation
with intensified Roman persecution of Christians and the rise in taxes at
the end of the third century)

d. Began to flourish in the mid-fourth century
(1) relates to the abatement in the Roman persecution
(2) semi-coenobitic developments in Lower (Northern) Egypt following
the example of Antony
(3) earliest coenobitic communities founded by Pachomius in Upper
(Southern) Egypt
e.
4.

introduced to the west and to Rome by Augustine’s time

Appeal of monasticism to Augustine
a.

Caution to ascribe too much to motives

b.

Apparent benefits
(1) Solitude
(2) The contemplative life
(3) Spiritual discipline (the hope for victory of the ascetic life and the
sanctification it promised
(4) The last frontier for spiritual warfare

D. From Monk to Bishop in 391
1.

The practice of forcible ordination
a.

Common during persecution

b.

Necessitated by the growth of the church

c.

Need for educated clerics and potentially powerful and influential leaders:
Ambrose (Calvin)
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The precipitating events: 391 trip to Hippo Regius
a.

Valerius, Greek-speaking Bishop in Hippo
(1) Needed trained assistant who knew Latin and possibly Punic
(2) Augustine probably had an outstanding reputation

b.

Augustine was immediately and forcibly ordained
(1) Rules suspended for the trial period for a presbyter prior to ordination
as a bishop
(2) Rules were not always followed: similar rules were suspended for
Athanasius

3.

Augustine began a new as a servant of the church
a.

Augustine establishes a monastic school

b.

He worked on doctrinal treatises (undervalued today)

c.

He confronted many practical issues
(1) Like the popular cult of the saints
(2) Many other responsibilities which will be described in future lessons

4.

Concluding observation: Augustine made Hippo and not the reverse

V. A Brief Discussion Concerning the Problems of the Church in Africa
A. The Donatist Schism
B. The Nature of Heresy and Schism
C. Africans on the Unity of the Church
D. The Place of Church in Augustine’s Thinking
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VI. Summary Conclusions
A. Place of Providence in the Life of Augustine
B. Time Spent on Doctrine is Worthwhile
C. Theologians Need to be Practical and Which is Insured, in Part, by Church Life
D. Think on Unity and Schism
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LESSON 6
Augustine: Bishop in Controversy (391-420 AD)
Overview of the Lecture
This lecture observes Augustine’s life and ministry through the lens of pain, suffering and controversy. We will look briefly at some of the strengths and weaknesses of psycho-historical analysis and in
greater detail at the crises that helped develop, refine and mature Augustine. We will also begin to
explore schisms and heresies in the earliest church and the heresiological and apologetic responses to
these challenges to orthodoxy, and their immediate relationship to Augustine

Overview of the Readings
You will finish Brown’s biography of Augustine’s life, which will go into greater detail than the
lectures concerning his final years and eventual death. Brown’s work is supplemented by continued
reading from the corpus of letters exchanged between Augustine and Jerome. Look at the sniveling,
the arguments, the condescension and humble reconciliation of two holy fathers who were often in
disagreement. Your required reading is further supplemented by a selection from the later medieval
autobiography Guibert de Nogent. Compare and contrast this short reading with your recollections
from Augustine’s autobiography. What parallels do you see with the Confessions? Enjoy!

Learning Outcomes: At the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
1.

Explain some of the important crises that Augustine faced and their impact on him

2.

Discuss how Augustine responded to controversy

3.

Understand more fully the concepts of orthodoxy, heresy and schism

4.

Analyze the salient issues at stake in Manichaeism, Donatism and Pelagianism

5.

Appreciate the relevance of the past generally and Church history in particular

6.

Discuss the relationship between the ideas encountered in the past and various trends
and movements in the Church in our own day
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Required Work
Listen
Take careful notes on Lecture VI.
Supplement and expand your notes by a thoughtful integration of the outline provided.

Read
Brown, Augustine of Hippo, Part V, pp. 381-433.
[Primary Sources] The Essential Augustine: Vol. I Biographical and Pastoral Works: Letters
LXXXI-LXXXII, CXXIII, CLXVI-CLXVII, CLXXII, CXCV and CCII.
[Supplemental Readings] A Medieval Miscellany: Select Readings Week Six: “The Autobiography of Guibert de Nogent,” pp. 75-79.

Reflect
1. Please review your notes of the lecture and recollections of the reading(s) and in a
page develop your ideas concerning one (or two) of the major themes raised in the lecture.
2. Please summarize your impressions of the correspondences between Augustine and
Jerome. What issues precipitated their exchange? How would you typify the relationship
between the two? Which was more mature? Which had the upper-hand? What motivated
each?

Apply
Discuss briefly the relationship between the controversies that Augustine’s encountered
and his own development of a systematic theological response to the opposition. What
kind of tension exists in the midst of controversy between the propositional truth-claims of
theology and the practical exigencies of the ministry? How are these tensions held in
balance and in what ways can you find encouragement for your own ministry from the
experiences that Augustine faced?
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Lecture Notes
Augustine said concerning prayer: “There are then two kinds of blessings: temporal and
eternal. Temporal blessings consist of health, substance, honor, friends, a home, children, a
wife, and other things that belong to this life in which we are merely passing through. We
are rooming in the hotel of this life as travelers passing on, and not as proprietors intending to remain. On the other hand, eternal blessings are first, eternal life itself, the incorruption and immortality of body and soul, the society of angels, the heavenly city, glory
(dignity) unfailing, Father and fatherland, the former without death, the latter without foe.
Let us desire these blessings with all eagerness, let us ask for them with all perseverance,
not with length of words, but with the witness of groans. A Longing desire is constantly in
prayer, although the tongue remains silent. If you are always longing, you are always
praying. When does prayer sleep? Only when desire grows cold. So then, let us beg for
these eternal blessings with all eager desire, let us seek for those good things with complete earnestness, let us ask for those good things with all assurance. For those good things
profit the person who has them, they cannot harm them. But those other temporal good
things sometimes profit, and sometimes harm.” (Augustine Hom XXX.7)
Prayer: “O Lord God, give us your peace— for you have supplied us with all things: the
peace of rest, that is the peace of Sabbath, which hath no evening. Because I know that the
entirety of this most beautiful order of things which when finished were declared to be
very good will in fact perish, because in them was morning and evening.” Augustine
Confessions XIII.35
I.

An Introduction
A. Summary from Lecture V
1.

Discussed sources that inform us about Augustine’s life after his conversion
and some cautions concerning the nature of those sources

2.

Provided a chronological overview of the years following his conversion

3.

Discussed the development of catechetical training in the early Church

4.

Gave a more-detailed explanation of the rise of monasticism and explored its
appeal to Augustine

5.

Talked generally about the state of the church following Augustine’s conver
sion and the nature and origin of schism
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B. Some Objectives
1.

Explore some of the important crises that Augustine faced and their impact on
him

2.

Observe how Augustine responded to controversy

3.

Review more carefully the concepts of orthodoxy, heresy and schism

4.

Analyze the salient issues at stake in Manichaeism, Donatism and Pelagianism

5.

Emphasize the relevance of the past generally and Church history in particular

6.

Discuss the relationship between the ideas encountered in the past and various
trends and movements in the Church in our own day

II. Growth Through Pain
A. Popular Trend to Approach Augustine from a Psycho-Historical Perspective
1.

The circumstances of his life and the nature of the material available in
Confessions provided irresistible evidence
a.

The role of Monica

b.

Augustine’s struggles with his deeply sensual nature

c.

Augustine’s strong desire for companionship

d. The nature of his own rudimentary psychological analysis
2.

The trend became popular in the 1950’s (reflecting the popularity and growing
legitimacy of Freudian History) and swiftly developed into a standardized
approach

3.

Certain legitimacy to the issues raised when held in balance with other ap
proaches to the evidence and interpretations

B. The Place of Pain in Augustine’s Life
1.

Conflict and struggle resulting from growing oppositions of violent factions

2.

Augustine became well-acquainted with personal loss, suffering and death
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a.

Experienced the death of his only son, several intimate friends, and his
mother and father by a relatively early age

b.

Witnessed mob uprising and violence that resulted in the murder of asso
ciates

c.

Ministered during one of the most traumatic events in history: The Fall of
Rome, with all of its upheaval and disorder

d. Augustine set his heart and affections on eternity
C. Love Lost
1.

Augustine had sent away his concubine (her name is never given)
a.

He had a deep love for her and had lived with her for many years

b.

The relationship was legitimate but did not provide the social access that a
properly arranged marriage might provide

2.

Monica had tried to arrange a more appropriate marriage for Augustine which
never materialized

3.

Augustine had a growing desire to escape from the troubles of the world,
seeking satisfaction in asceticism, Scripture, Christ and friends

D. Concluding Ideas
1.

Augustine had lived a life very familiar with grief and personal pain

2.

Augustine was tempered by the pain he experienced

III. Crisis in the Church
A. Background Information on Heresiological Literature
1.

The struggle between orthodoxy and heresy is a recognized theme in the early
church: So much is owed to heresy

2.

The early theologians wrote systematic defenses of the faith

© Copyright 2000 by OUTREACH, INC., Grand Rapids, Michigan, U.S.A.

Augustine and Medieval Theology

3.

Learning Guide 65

A number of early works were addressed against the Gnostics
a.

The nature of Gnosticism and the benefits derived of sources like the re
cently discovered Nag Hammadi Codices

b. There were numerous Gnostic sects
(1) Given the evidence for the spread of Gnosticism the heresy must have
been compelling and appealing
(2) The movement must have attempted to answer perplexing problems
like: questions of destiny and determination; questions concerning the
origin of evil and creation; and questions concerning the nature of
truth and salvation
(3) The movement must have met peoples’ needs
4.

The Church was forced by the popular appeal of gnosticism (and other heresies) to respond

C. Background Information on Apologetic Literature
1.

Conflict with pagan systems forced the church to develop a historical,
philosophical and theological defenses

2.

Pagan accusations against Christians can be categorized

3.

Brief description of the meaning of paganism
a.

The original meaning of the term paganus

b.

Provided a compelling system

c.

Strong emphasis on piety

d. The ancient system had an appeal and stronghold on people in rural areas
4.

The meaning of apology
a.

Modern notion

b.

Ancient concept: A strong philosophical and historical defense of Chris
tianity addressed to emperors and pagan intellectuals
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D. Some Concluding Introductory Thoughts: Show me a great champion of the faith
and I will show you someone surrounded by trouble, shaped by the trouble they
face and addressing those controversies
IV. Augustine in Controversy
A. Definition of the Terms: Orthodoxy, Heresy and Schism
1.

Orthodoxy
a.

Literally: proper praise but came to mean straight teaching which preserves
the theological consciousness of Apostolic teaching

b.

Tradition is an important component
(1) Literally: to pass down
(2) Augustine claimed that tradition to embrace was tradition based on a
proper exposition of Scripture; that is proper tradition is based on
proper authority

2.

Heresy
a.

Originally was a non-pejorative term meaning a rival school

b.

The term gradually became a pejorative
(1) The earliest expression of the negative use of the term seems to have
been used by Jews with regard to Jews converted to Christianity in the
first century
(2) Christians quickly adapted the new usage as well

c.

The meaning of a true heretic in early Christian usage
(1) It assumed that the heretic was originally under orthodox teaching
(2) The heretic had not merely fallen into uncertainty nor had been sup
planted by mistaken belief; but had deliberately rejected true teaching
and had apostatized
(3) The beliefs rejected are core to the essential teachings of the Church
directly impinge on one’s salvation
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Schism
a.

Root for the English word scissors

b.

Where heresy is a disavowal of orthodox teaching; schism is an ultraorthodoxy, particularly concerning non-essential issues leading to an
ultraseparation from other believers or a hyperfundamentalism of sorts

c.

Schismatics attempted to establish a pure church directly related to the
martyrs as opposed to the emerging Apostolic origins claimed by ortho
dox groups

d. Typically the precipitating factor had something to do with an alleged
compromise by the orthodox necessitating a reforming puritanical reaction

4.

e.

Schism is rooted in an aberration of practice and an unorthodox
ecclesiology

f.

Schism was strongly influenced by socio-economic issues and emerging
nationalism

The pastor (from the Greek for shepherd) protected the flock from such dan
gers
a.

Much of Augustine’s life was consumed by controversy

b.

Jerome, in a letter to Augustine (which you have read) addresses August
ine as a champion of orthodoxy

c.

In Possidius’ Life of Augustine 18 he remarks

. . . unity and peace were established in the part of the Church around Hippo over which
he [Augustine] had special jurisdiction, and then in other parts of Africa, either by his own
efforts or by others, and through priests whom he himself had furnished. Moreover, he
found joy in seeing the Church of the Lord increase and multiply, and in seeing the
Manichaeans, Donatists, Pelagians, and pagans for the most part diminishing and becoming united with the Church of God.
B. The Major Controversies in Augustine’s Lifetime
1.

The Manichaean Heresy
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Brief overview
(1) Its origin and new data on Mani
(2) Its popularity and growth throughout the Empire

b.

Key issues at stake
(1) Origins of evil: Ontologically speaking and personally
(2) Issues of Canon and the Authority of Scripture
(3) Questions about the Creation
(4) Questions about predetermination and destiny
(5) Questions about moral and ethical determination
(6) Sought personal perfection

c.

Concluding ideas concerning Augustine and Manichaeism
(1) Augustine sought personal perfection and release from carnal tempta
tions
(2) The communal life of the Manichaeans was appealing to Augustine
(3) Frustrated by inconsistencies in the Manichaean system, Augustine
crafts a number of questions that reflect his growing frustration
(4) Augustine expresses a frustration over the Manichaean rule of truth
and arbitrary use of Scripture and false claims of authority; in his Reply
to Faustus 11.2 Augustine complained

It is one thing to reject the books as a whole . . . as the pagans reject our Scriptures . . . and it
is another thing to say, ‘This holy man wrote only the truth, and this is his epistle, but some
verses are his and some are not.’ And when you are asked for a proof, instead of referring
to more correct or more ancient manuscripts . . . your reply is, ‘This verse is his because it
establishes my position; and this verse is not his because it does not establish my position.’
Are you the rule of truth?
(5) Is it possible that Manichaeism had a lasting affect on Augustine (in
bad ways and possibly even in good ways) after his conversion?
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The Donatist Schism
a.

Brief overview of the origins
(1) Controversy surrounded the ordination of a certain Cecilian Bishop of
Carthage in 311
(2) Donatus opposed the ordination because one of the consecrators had
been a traitor, that is he had compromised to avoid suffering in persecution. In the narrowest and most technical sense, a traitor was one
who handed over (hence traitor from the Latin root for tradition) the
Scriptures which would have indicated to the pagan that traitors were
not true believers and so the traitor would avoid suffering.
(3) Problems occurred after persecution abated surrounding issues of
Church unity, Church purity and penance and restoration of the fallen
(4) Sociological movement; other examples of parallel schisms

b.

Other issues
(1) The nature of the true Church and purification and sanctification
through persecution
(2) The questions of sacramentalism versus sacradotalism; that is does the
sanctity of the Church guarantee the validity of the practice
(sacramentalism) or does the validity of the practice depend on the
sanctity of the clergy (sacerdotalism)?
(3) Related to these issues were questions relating to baptism; penance;
unity; and finally the relationship between Church and State
(4) Augustine indicates the movement developed its own sub-culture
over time, stating in Ep. CLXXV. 16

How many there are who thought the sect of Donatus was really the true Church because
sheer heedlessness made them too sluggish, disdainful and lazy to recognize Catholic
truth! How many, again, who thought it did not matter to what sect a Christian belonged,
and who stayed among the Donatists simply because they were born among them and
because no one compelled them to leave it and to belong to the Catholic Church.
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Concluding ideas
(1) Relevance of these issues today
(2) Dangers of schism and the dangers of ecumenicism at any cost
(3) Fascinating questions surrounding the issue of sacramentalism versus
sacerdotalism
(4) The relevance of questions relating to the authority of the State and the
relationship between Church and State

3.

The Pelagian Heresy
a.

Brief overview of the background and origins
(1) Between 412-418 the British-born monk Pelagius and his disciple
Coelestius spread their dogma that people are absolutely free and
unhindered moral beings rejecting any concept of original sin or de
pravity
(2) Soon the whole Church throughout the empire was aroused to oppose
this teaching including Pope Innocent and later Pope Zosimus, the
Emperor Honorius at Constantinople and even Jerome in Palestine!
(3) 19 Bishops were banished from Italy including Julian of Eclanum, who
according to Augustine was the architect of the Pelagian heresy. Julian
espoused a modified system labeled semi-Pelagiansim. He wrote 12
books attacking the most stupid of men—Augustine for barbarizing
the simple faith by introducing Manichaean ideas about original sin.

b.

Key issues at stake
(1) Questions of human nature original sin; according to Pelagius,
“Adam’s sin injured only Adam.”
(2) The capacity of reason to apprehend spiritual truth and the capacity of
the unassisted will
(3) the role of grace and the possibilities of self-perfection
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Concluding ideas
(1) Similar question at the core of the debate on the nature of the will
between Erasmus and Luther
(2) Closely related to Arminianism

V. Summary Conclusions
A. Cherish the Benefits of Controversy
B. Be Aware of the Prevalence of the Issues that Augustine Confronted in Our Own
Day
1.

Questions concerning the origin of evil

2.

Questions concerning the canon and authority of Scripture

3.

Questions concerning the nature of the Church

4.

questions concerning grace, salvation and the will

C. Realize the Relevance of Controversy Shaping the Character of the Individual and
the Core of Orthodox Belief
D. A Well-Known Adage Says: “Those who forget history are condemned to repeat
it.” That adage applied to Church history says, “Those who forget Church history,
are condemned.”
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LESSON 7
Augustine: The Pastor
(Part One)
Overview of the Lecture
This lecture begins to explore the pastoral responsibilities in the earliest church and the implications in
the life and ministry of Augustine. We will investigate together the emergence of the Christian ministry, various precedents for models and the hierarchical growth of ecclesiastical bureaucracy which
became fully expressed in the medieval period. We will also begin to study the sacramental system and
the liturgical responsibilities of ministers in the early church (which would be at the heart of later
debates). While Augustine was a profound thinker, an insightful writer and an outstanding theologian; he was first and foremost a minister in the local church.

Overview of the Readings
This week you will begin to foray exclusively into Augustine’s writings. Thinking about Augustine’s
recent conversion you will read several of his catechetical works and sermons preached to those who
had recently been prepared for baptism. These works are of great interest and begin to expose some of
the pastoral responsibilities of Augustine. The supplemental readings include a selection from St.
Thomas Aquinas’ Golden Chain, a compilation of patristic commentaries on the Gospels. This particular selection is on the Sermon on the Mount (which parallels the expositions that you will read by
Augustine) and provides clear evidence of the influence of Augustine on later exegesis. Enjoy!

Learning Outcomes: At the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
1.

List in 3 parts the pastoral responsibilities that Augustine faced in his day

2.

Understand the hierarchical development of the church and the emergence of church
offices

3.

Provide background understanding to the origins of the sacramental system and the
role of the sacramental ministry in Augustine’s pastoral work

4.

Reflect generally on the purpose and ministry of the church and to contrast the priori
ties of the early Church minister with the work of the modern ministry
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Required Work
Listen
Take careful notes on Lecture VII.
Supplement and expand your notes by a thoughtful integration of the outline provided.

Read
[Primary Sources] The Essential Augustine: Vol. I Biographical and Pastoral Works: Catechetical
Works: The Catechizing of the Uninstructed; On the Creed; and Sermons VI-IX.
[Supplemental Readings] A Medieval Miscellany: Select Readings Week Seven: St. Thomas
Aquinas, “Catena Auroa (Golden Chain),” pp. 79-113.

Reflect
1. Please review your notes of the lecture and recollections of the reading(s) and in a
page develop your ideas concerning one (or two) of the major themes raised in the lecture.
2.

Please summarize the essential concepts Augustine sought to teach new converts.

Apply
Catechetecal literature provides an indication of what was deemed necessary for new
converts to know in the earliest church. How does that level of knowledge and understanding compare to the contemporary church? In recent years there has been a serious
decline in biblical literacy among evangelical Protestants, and this despite a burgeoning of
easily accessible information and readily accessible tools at a relatively inexpensive costs
and a glut of over-educated ministers. How do you account for the knowledge gap? On
the other side of the coin, you may have had experience in a church tradition where catechism was rote and meaningless rhetoric. How do you bridge this gap and find a vibrant
way to impact people? Write a creed containing ideas essential for belief.

Lecture Notes

Augustine said concerning prayer: “Considering all these things, and whatever else the
Lord shall have made known to you in this matter, which either does not occur to me or
would take too much time to state here, strive in prayer to overcome this world: pray in
hope, pray in faith, pray in love, pray earnestly and patiently. . . .” Augustine Ep. CXXX.16
(29)
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Prayer: “This is the fruit of my confessions, not of what I was, but what I am, that I may
confess this not before You only, in a secret exultation with trembling, and a secret sorrow
with hope, but in the ears also of believers,—partakers of my joy, and sharers of my mortality, my fellow-citizens and companions on this pilgrimage, those ahead, those to follow
behind and those along with me [that is the entire household of faith past, present and
future]. These people are Your servants, my brothers and sisters, those whom You have
desired to be Your children; my masters whom You have commanded me to serve if I
desire to live with and for You. And Your word commanded me to have actions that match
my message. This then I do both in action and in words, this I do under Your wings, surrounded by danger if it were not that my soul was protected under Your wings, is subject
to You and its weaknesses are known to You I am a little one, but my Father lives forever
and my Defender is sufficient for me. For the same one who gave birth to me defends me;
and You Yourself are all my good, even You the Omnipotent One, who is with me even
before I was with You. To such, therefore, whom You have commanded my to serve will I
declare, not what I was, but what I now am and what I still am.” Augustine Confessions X.4
I.

An Introduction
A. Summary from Lecture VI
1.

Explored some of the important controversies that Augustine faced and his
response to them

2.

Contemplated the correlation between controversy and the emergence of
orthodoxy as well as the formation of a servant of God

3.

Reviewed concepts of orthodoxy, heresy and schism

4.

Analyzed the salient issues at stake in Manichaeism, Donatism and
Pelagianism and Augustine response to each

5.

Reflected on the relevance of the past and the relationship between orthodox,
heretical and schismatic developments and the church in our own day

B. Some Objectives
1.

To explore in 3 parts the pastoral responsibilities that Augustine faced in his
day

2.

To investigate the hierarchical development of the church and the emergence
of church offices
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3.

To provide background understanding to the origins of the sacramental system and the role of the sacramental ministry in Augustine’s pastoral work

4.

To reflect generally on the purpose and ministry of the church and to contrast
the priorities of the early Church minister with the work of the modern ministry

II. The Clergy in the Early Church
A. Background Information Concerning the Origins of the Offices of the Church
1.

2.

3.

4.

Models in the OT and early Judaism
a.

The role of the prophet(ess) and priest

b.

The synagogue and its personnel

c.

The rabbi and other officials

Models in Greco-Roman paganism
a.

Had a positive and a negative impact on early Christian developments

b.

The question of the role of women

Models of organization in late Roman political structures
a.

Parallels between political and emerging ecclesiastical hierarchy

b.

The Church occupies administrative or bureaucratic structures left vacant
by Rome at the fall of the empire

The relationship between theological developments and hierarchical develop
ments
a.

Schismatic and heretical groups forced the Church to respond
(1) Often these groups were organized less-hierarchically and they fre
quently opposed the emerging hierarchical organization in orthodoxy
(2) The Church responded in part, with an emerging hierarchy that posited ultimate theological authority in a few leaders
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Theological notions also found expression in hierarchical order
(1) This was based on the biblical precedent that the Church was the
mystical body of Christ
(2) Like a body, the head of the Church was gradually centralized in one
person who became vicar (express representative on earth) for Christ
(3) Similar Correlations have been made between Christologicaldevelop
ment and the emerging role of the bishop

B. Sources for our Understanding of the Offices in the Early Church
1.

Scripture

2.

Extra-Canonical writings (Judeo-Christian and Pagan)

3.

Inscriptions
a.

Fascinating source of details

b.

Caution should be taken approaching the data
(1) Titles before the legalization of persecution
(2) Titles on epitaphs and their relationship to ancient culture

C. Hierarchical Developments in the Church
1.

Hierarchical development is a perfectly natural response to the growth of any
organization

2.

The relationship between the engifted body of Christ and the professional
offices of the church
a.

Distinguishing between gifts and offices

b.

Bishop, Pastor and Elder were originally interchangeable terms
(1) Bishop from the Greek Episcopos which means an overseer
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(2) Pastor from the Greek Poimenos which means a shepherd
(3) Elder from the Greek Presbuteros which means a senior leader
c.

The Bishop, Pastor and Elder were serviced by deacon(ess) a translitera
tion of a Greek word meaning servant

d. We also encounter the Prophet(ess) and the Itinerant Teacher in the earliest
Christian literature but they did not have a formal ecclesiastical office at
this early stage
3.

4.

The question of people of privilege
a.

The relationship between power, wealth and authority in the early Church

b.

The relationship between wealth, leisure, education and Church office

c.

These intriguing questions have to be left unanswered for the time being

The question of privilege of place
a.

Early importance of Jerusalem gradually exchanged for Rome
(1) Jerusalem is changed by Hadrian into a pagan city called Aelia
Capotilina in 135 when Jews (and presumably Christians are expelled)
(2) Prominent political cities typically became important regional admin
istrative centers: Antioch Syria, Ephesus, Alexandria, Carthage, Rome
and Constantinople
(3) Rome increasingly became an important center for the western Church
by the third century
(4) With the collapse of Rome, the church filled the power vacuum by the
fifth century

b.
5.

There is a direct correlation between political seats of power andecclesiastical seats of power

Development of the early Church administration and hierarchy by century

© Copyright 2000 by OUTREACH, INC., Grand Rapids, Michigan, U.S.A.

Augustine and Medieval Theology

a.

Learning Guide 78

1st and early 2nd-century ministry was two-tiered
(1) Bishop/Pastor/Elder
(2) Deacon(ess)

b.

By the early 2nd century the hierarchy began to expand
(1) A third tier was created by elevation the office of Bishop above the
offices of Pastor/Elder
(2) This expansion was occurred in direct response to heretical (the
Docetics) and schismatic (a chraismatic-lay based ministry) opposition
(3) By the mid-2nd century all the spiritual gifts had been subsumed by
the office of the bishop

c.

By the 4th and 5th centuries a number of tiers existed
(1) There was a regional organization
(2) Various steps and classifications of offices were introduced described
by prefixes such as sub- and arch- (which was adapted directly from
the synagogue)
(3) Gradually the Bishops at Rome and Constantinople were conferred
greater administrative authority
(4) The title Pope is a derivation of the Latin papa for father. The title
Pontifex Maximus was a religious title meaning supreme father. It was
used originally in Roman paganism

6.

The association of Peter with Rome
a.

Interpretations rise and fall on the exposition of Mt 16
(1) Background and context
(2) Difficult passage with a variety of interpretations
(3) Some proposed interpretations
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Important to hold our understanding in careful balance
(1) Natural disposition to seek apostolicity (which is a form of historicity)
(2) Peter played a very important and formative role in the earliest
Church
(3) Peter was certainly active in the city of Rome
(4) Archaeological and historical evidence about the number of house
Churches in Rome before the close of the 1st century

c.

Some concluding observations
(1) Problems surrounding the interpretation of Christ’s statement to Peter
concerning keys
(2) Biblical authority given to Church leaders
(3) Inconsistencies in Protestantism by renouncing Peter to worship Paul
and by denouncing Church authority resulting in a weak ministry with
no temporal authority
(4) By Augustine’s time there was a highly organized ministry and Rome
was the seat of power

D. Augustine’s Office as Pastor: An Initial Assessment
1.

His abrupt and forcible ordination

2.

His responsibilities were immense
a.

There were three Churches in and around Hippo Regius

b.

The many and varied activities of his new life will be discussed below

c.

He ministered in the same location his entire life

d. His successor was ordained in 426, being the last known bishop of the city
(1) Christianity was eventually displaced throughout the region following
the disastrous events of the later fifth century
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(2) The region was eventually converted to Islam several centuries later
(3) Augustine still lives on through his students and his writings
2.

His estimation of the Christian ministry
a.

The highest of callings
In a letter written to his Superior soon after his conversion Augustine
wrote:

First and foremost, I beg your wise holiness to consider that there is nothing in this life,
and especially in our own day, more easy and pleasant and acceptable to men than the
office of bishop or priest or deacon, if its duties be discharged in a mechanical or sycophantic way; but nothing more worthless and deplorable and fitting for chastisement in the
sight of God: And, on the other hand, that there is nothing in this life, and especially in our
own day, more difficult, toilsome, and hazardous than the office of bishop or priest or
deacon; but nothing more blessed in the sight of God, if our service be in accordance with
our Captain’s orders. (Ep. XXI.1)
b.

3.

Hard work with constant and diverse needs: To pray, to study Scripture, to
perform the function of the mass, and to be of service to people, not to
mention the need to write and preach

The areas of Christian responsibility for Augustine
a.

He was a spiritual leader

b.

He was a teacher and scholar

c.

He was an apologist

d. He was an administrator
e.

He was an administrator of the sacraments

III. Development of the Sacramental System
A. Background and Development
1.

Important to avoid anachronisms
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a.

We tend to think in terms of the full expression of the apostolic Church as
having 7 sacraments as core to its religious practice: Baptism; Penance;
Confirmation; Holy Communion; Holy Matrimony; Holy Orders; and Last
Rites

b.

The sacramental system developed gradually and varied from place to
place over time

Throughout the history of faith there tends to be an ongoing struggle between
religion where humans reach to God by means of works and a religion where
God reaches to humans by means of grace through faith
a.

Origins of this struggle can be seen as early as Cain and Abel

b.

Should be careful to recognize that many things develop for positive
and good reasons and are gradually transformed into measures with
transformed meaning

Definition of terms
a.

Sacrament is from the Latin sacramentum which meant a holy rite which was
both a sign and means of grace

b.

According to Augustinian usage a sacrament is a visible sign of an invis
ible grace
(1) Makes for a differentiation between the visible sign and the thing
signified
(2) Consequently, the visible sign points the Christ, the thing signified

c.
4.

The term came to be used for Church ordinances

In the most limited sense sacraments must contain 3 characteristics (applicable
only to baptism and communion)
a.

Must be commanded by God

b.

Must have visible or sensible elements prescribed by God

c.

Must apply and seal by grace the promise of the Gospel
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Important not to denounce this emerging system posthumously
a.

It was the only system embraced by those we venerate today as champions
of Christian orthodoxy

b.

The only other alternatives were either heretical or schismatic both of
which often maintained similar practices

c.

It developed out of the early Christian understanding of the teachings of
Scripture

B. The sacramental System in Augustine’s Works
1.

Augustine mentions 6 of the 7 sacraments providing important information
concerning the state of the sacramental system in his day in North Africa

2.

Augustine provides a venue into the heart of the orthodox Church regarding
the sacraments particularly as this evolving tradition relates to the function of
grace and faith

C. A Brief Description of the Emergence of Several Sacraments and Their Place in the
Early and the Medieval Church
1.

Penance (introduction to be discussed at length in the next lecture)
a.

Definition
(1) Penance is the practice for believers of confessing their sins, usually to
a minister who assigns obligatory prayers for forgiveness and who
provides absolution for the sins confessed
(2) The term penance comes from a Latin term meaning
(3) The Latin term translates the Greek metanoeo which means to turn ones
mind about or to repent. The Greek term does not have an exact
equivalent in Latin.
(3) Closely related to this concept is the notion of confession which is
derived from the Greek term homologeo which has the idea of saying the
same thing about something (sin), much like the colloquial English
expression “fessing up” or possibly admitting
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The term is clearly closely tied to forgiveness which has both a vertical
(with God) and a horizontal (with people) component
(1) Scriptures enjoins both public and private confession and also commu
nal forgiveness
(2) Both Protestants and Catholics have their problems trying to balance
horizontal and vertical forgiveness

c.

Penance is closely related to the development of the so-called penitential
system which regulated the return of a sinner to the Communion of believ
ers

d. More on this important development and its relationship to Augustine and
his day in the next lecture
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LESSON 8
Augustine the Pastor: The Sacramental System
(Part Two)
Overview of the Lecture
This lecture surveys the emergence of the sacramental system, the background and development of
several sacraments and their relationship to Augustine and to the life and practice of the medieval
church. Related to the development of this system was the debate with the Donatists over the validity
of a sacrament conferred by an apostate minister. This lecture will also survey some of the practical
responsibilities that Augustine had as a minister to the disenfranchised in his community.

Overview of the Readings
This week you will read various liturgical works written by Augustine dealing with issues relating to
his view on the Eucharist, church liturgy and the emerging cult of the saints. Clearly each of these
issues would be of profound importance in the medieval church as well. The supplemental reading
provides a collection of primary sources on the cult of the saints in the medieval period including an
account of one of the most enduring and popular saints: Santa Claus, or good ole Saint Nick. These
selections provide interesting information on the popular evolution of a trend that Augustine resisted.
[Supplemental readings for the following lecture include a wide assortment of primary texts on the
emergence of the sacramental system and the medieval teaching on Purgatory; there are also applicable
texts found in the Canons of the Fourth Lateran Council and the Council of Trent, also contained in
the supplemental readings}. Enjoy!

Learning Outcomes: At the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
1.

Discuss the development of the sacramental system

2.

Verbalize the apologetic (anti-heretical) use of various sacraments

3.

Describe some of the later developments and controversies that surrounded the
sacramental system

4.

List the sacramental responsibilities of a minister in the early Church and note
Augustine’s views on various sacraments

5.

Appreciate with understanding Augustine’s responsibility as pastor
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Required Work
Listen
Take careful notes on Lecture VIII.
Supplement and expand your notes by a thoughtful integration of the outline provided.

Read
[Primary Sources] The Essential Augustine: Vol. I Biographical and Pastoral Works: Liturgical
Works: Sermons LXXXI-LXXXII; Tractates XXVI-XXVII; Letters LIV-LV; On the Care to be had
for the Dead; Letters XXII and XXIX.
[Supplemental Readings] A Medieval Miscellany: Select Readings Week Eight: “Select Sources
on the Medieval Cult of the Saints,” pp. 114-136.

Reflect
1. Please review your notes of the lecture and recollections of the reading(s) and in a
page develop your ideas concerning one (or two) of the major themes raised in the lecture.
2.

Please summarize Augustine’s view of the emerging cult of the saints.

Apply
The re-enactment and commemoration of the Last Supper is the focus of the catholic mass.
The pageantry and ritual is seen as an offering of adoration and worship to God. Accompanied by the emergence of literacy and the dissemination (via printing) of personal copies
of scripture Protestants inverted the purpose of church. Service was no longer intended for
supplicants, focused on the Eucharist, seeking to bless God. The Reformation made the
new Protestant purpose of church to be for the exposition of the word through which God
enables and blesses His people. What was the purpose of church for Augustine, what
extremes and abuses have you observed in the contemporary church and how would you
propose to seek a balance between the extremes?
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Lecture Notes
Augustine said concerning prayer: “By all means remember to pray earnestly for me. I
would not have you yield such deference to the office fraught with perils which I bear, as
to refrain from giving the assistance which I know myself to need. Prayer was made by the
household of Christ for Peter and for Paul. I rejoice that you are in His household; and I
need, incomparably more than Peter and Paul did, the help of the prayers of the brethren.”
Augustine Ep. CXXX.16 (31)
Prayer: “[We invoke You O] God, the Father of truth, the Father of wisdom, the Father of
the true and crowning life, the Father of blessedness, the Father of that which is good and
fair, the Father of intelligible light, the Father of our awakening and illumination, the
Father of the pledge [i.e. baptism] by which we are admonished to return to You.” Augustine Soliloquies I,2.
I.

An Introduction
A. Summary of Lectures VII
1.

Began to explore the pastoral responsibilities that Augustine faced in his day

2.

Investigated the hierarchical development of the church and the emergence of
church offices

3.

Began to investigate the sacramental system by exploring the origins of the
system and the relationship of sacramentalism to the life of the early church
and its role in Augustine’s pastoral life

4.

Reflected generally on the purpose and ministry of the church and to contrast
the priorities of the early Church minister with the work of the modern minis
try

B. Some Objectives
1.

To explore the development of the sacramental system

2.

To observe the apologetic (anti-heretical) use of various sacraments

3.

To notice some of the later developments and controversies that surrounded
the sacramental system
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4.

To study the sacramental responsibilities of a minister in the early Church and
have noted Augustine’s views on various sacraments

5.

To begin observing Augustine’s responsibility as pastor

II. Development of the Sacramental System, continued
A. Introduction and Brief Review
B. A Brief Description of the Emergence of Several Sacraments and Their Place in the
Early and the Medieval Church, continued
1.

Baptism
a.

Background
(1) Transliterated Greek word meaning to sink or to immerse
(2) Developments in OT and early (Intertestamental) Judaism: Archaeo
logical evidence of ritual washings and Essene regulations
(3) Early Apostolic developments: Evidence in the Didache with an inter
esting discussion concerning the mode(s) and administration of bap
tism
(4) Pagan ritual washings practiced in various mystery religions

b.

Gradual evolution of the practice
(1) Developments crystallizing in the early third century
(2) Becomes the culmination of the catechetical training and is used as a
measure to keep the Church pure
(3) Gradually infant baptism is practiced as a kind of christening which is
eventually seen as a means of receiving the benefits of grace and the
expiation of the guilt of original sin
(4) Later the practice of infant baptism seals a new covenant as circumci
sion sealed the old covenant

© Copyright 2000 by OUTREACH, INC., Grand Rapids, Michigan, U.S.A.

Augustine and Medieval Theology

c.

Learning Guide 88

Augustine’s view
(1) Baptism was of fundamental importance
(2) Encouraged infant baptism and masters to baptize slaves
(3) He believed that the grace conferred by the sacrament of baptism
superseded even sinister or corrupt motives

d. Controversies
(1) The Donatists rejected the legitimacy of Catholic baptism and the
Pelagians questioned its necessity
(2) Questions also surrounded the issue of second baptism for Catholics
(3) Language surrounding baptism became central to debates in the
Reformation
e.

Concluding observations
(1) Baptism was of absolute necessity and importance
(2) Baptism was delayed by catechetical purposes until Easter

2.

Penance (continued)
a.

Definition
(1) As discussed previously, the term which translated the idea of repen
tance came to mean am act of self-inspection and private personal
confession to a priest resulting in the absolution
(2) Rooted in the NT and various backgrounds from Judaism and the
ancient world that understood sin in terms of degrees of severity
(3) Attempted to deal with forgiveness and restoration on both a vertical
(Godward) and a horizontal (manward) plain, recognizing that these
do not occur simultaneously
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Gradual evolution of the practice
(1) Seen as a prerequisite to communion, which represented both mystical
and real fellowship with God and others
(2) Emerged along two lines the first incorporated ideas from MT 16 and
elsewhere where the Church was understood to play an active role in
actuating God’s will on earth and second in terms of the gradual resto
ration of penitent sinners
(3) In some extreme circumstances penitent clergy guilty of a deadly sin
were permanently barred from administering communion

c.

Augustine’s view: commanded and absolutely necessary

d. Controversies
(1) Tended toward abuse of authority and rote appeal for forgiveness
(2) The relationship between forgiveness and restoration is problematic
and ill-defined in Church traditions that doe not have a strong ecclesi
astical heritage (i.e. Protestantism)
e.
3.

Concluding observations

Communion
a.

Definition
(1) communion is the Latin equivalent of the Greek koinonia meaning to
share in common or to have intimate fellowship however the sacra
ment was also referred to as the Eucharist which is a transliterated
Greek term meaning a blessing or benefit of grace. It is generally
referred to as the Lord’s Supper in Protestant circles
(2) Instituted by the Lord during the Passover meal prior to the Passion,
clearly having ties to Jewish custom and practice; parallels of cultic
meals also exist in Greco-Roman practice and in the Mystery Reli
gions, however the NT practice is unique
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Gradual evolution of the practice
(1) The practice and the customs surrounding it were gradually trans
formed for anti-heretical purposes
(2) The practice of identifying the elements with the literal body and
blood of Christ began in the early 2nd century as a devise to use
against the Docetics and the proto-Gnostics (both of which rejected the
literal body and death of the God-man)
(3) The concept of transubstantiation a transliterated Latin term describing
the doctrine of Christ’s literal presence in the sanctified elements (the
bread and wine) of the sacrament was declared a dogma of belief at the
4th Lateran Council of 1215 in direct response to the growing popularity of various Medieval Gnostic sects like the Paulicians, the Bogomils
and the Cathars. The dogma was denounced as an “invention of man”
by Luther in his Babylonian Captivity of the Church
(4) Communion became the focal point of the Medieval mass

c.

Excursion concerning the order of the mass in Augustine’s day
(1) General comments: Mass was daily typically at sunrise to
commemorate the resurrection; services varied from region to region
and over time with various liturgies a term transliterated from Greek
which originally meant a mandatory work in exchange for service
meaning, but came to describe the service of the Church
(2) Church service divided into 2 parts a Preparatory Service and the
Communion or Eucharistic Service

d. Augustine’s view on Communion
(1) Essential and necessary for Christian life and worship
(2) Encouraged followers to conform to local customs and encouraged
freedom regarding indifferent areas from the Latin adiaphora meaning
things not specifically addressed, or gray areas in modern vernacular;
Augustine wrote in Ep. LIV.2 (cf. also Ep. LV.35)
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There are other things, however, which are different in different places and countries: some
fast on Saturdays, others do not; some partake daily of the Body and Blood of Christ,
others receive it on states days: in some places no day passes without the Sacrifice’s being
offered; in others it is only Saturday and the Lord’s day, or it may be only the Lord’s Day.
In regard to these and all other variable observances which may be met anywhere, one is at
liberty to comply with them or not as he chooses; and there is no better rule for the wise
and serious Christian in this matter, than to conform to the practice which he finds prevailing in the Church to which it may be his lot to attend. For such custom, if it is clearly not
contrary to the faith or to sound morality. is to be held as a thing indifferent, and ought to be
observed for the sake of fellowship with those among whom we live.
(3) Unlike Ambrose, Augustine held to the symbolic value of the elements
of Communion following Tertullian and Cyprian (both from Carthage)
rather than a literal identification which was gradually accepted by the
entire Church; in this regard Augustine in On Christian Doctrine 3.24
said
The Lord said: ‘Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man, and drink His blood, you shall
not have life in you.’ This seems to prescribe a crime or a vice; therefore, it is a figure of
speech directing that we are to participate in the Lord’s passion and treasure up in grateful
and salutary remembrance the fact that His flesh was crucified and wounded for us. Scripture says: ‘If your enemy is hungry, give him food; if he is thirsty, give him drink.’ This
undoubtedly prescribes a kindness, but the part that follows—’For by so doing you will
heap coals of fire upon his head,’—you might suppose was commanding a crime of malevolence. So, do not doubt that it is a figurative expression.
4.

Holy Matrimony
a.

Marriage in the late Roman empire
(1) Typical ages of the male and female
(2) Marriage by arrangement
(3) Bigamy and divorce
(4) The problem of marriages of people with mixed beliefs
(5) Both excessive promiscuity and celibacy were prevalent
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Discussed frequently by Augustine

(1) His own background and experiences gave him reason to reflect
on the purpose of marriage
(2) Upheld the dignity and fidelity of marriage
(3) Opposed abusive relationships and double standards
(4) Believed that sexual intercourse was exclusively for procreation and
abstinence should be practiced if procreation was not the intended
purpose of the sexual relations
c.

Augustine maintained:
(1) Marriage was ordained by God
(2) Marriage was blessed by God
(3) Marriage was a special sacrament representing the symbolic union of
Christ and His Church
(4) Sexual union was intended only for the procreation of children, conse
quently sexual relations is only permissible in the confines of marriage
and for the express purpose of having children; if only pleasure is in
view and not procreation thaen the sexual union is sinful; Augustine
wrote in Sermon 51.22

But he who exceeds the limits which this rule prescribes for the fulfillment of this end of
marriage, acts contrary to the very contract by which he took his wife. The contrary is
read—read in the presence of all the attesting witnesses; and an express clause is there that
they marry for the procreation of children; and this is called the marriage contract (tabulae
matrimoniales). If it was not for this that the wives were given and taken to wife, what father
could without blushing give up his daughter to the lust of any man? . . . Is it not a sin in
married persons to exact from one another more than this design of the procreation of
children renders necessary? It is doubtless a sin. though a venial one.
d. A brief diversion on the celibacy of the priesthood
(1) Gradually developed until it became a dogma at the 4th Lateran
Council

© Copyright 2000 by OUTREACH, INC., Grand Rapids, Michigan, U.S.A.

Augustine and Medieval Theology

Learning Guide 93

(2) Early leaders in the Church were frequently married (prior to their
conversions), like Peter or Philemon
(3) Under the pressures of asceticism as well as the political and economic
uncertainties of the day there was an increase in celibacy or marriages
for non-sexual companionship
(4) It is clear in early sources that many clergy were married and enjoyed
sexual relations with their mate
(5) A custom condemned in the early third and forth centuries was the
practice of public celibacy while keeping a sexual companion on the
side
5.

Holy Orders
a.

Definition
(1) Ordination is the process whereby one is placed into the full time
service of the Church
(2) Ceremonies were conducted by local congregations in order to set
aside people for local service
(3) Ordination came to be a spiritual alternative to marriage establishing
a kind of dualism and barring married individuals from ordained
service. Even in the Eastern Orthodox traditions if one wants to be a
priest then that persons only opportunity to marry is before ordination

b. Augustine’s views
(1) He clearly had a high view of ordination, not even resisting his own
forcible ordination
(2) He believed that ordination was instituted by God
(3) He believed that ordination conferred grace from God to the minister
for service
(4) Augustine wrote in Ep. CCXIII
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Priests are ordained to gather a Christian community, and even though no such community is formed, the sacrament of Orders still abides in those ordained; or just as the sacrament of the Lord, once it is conferred, abides even in one who is dismissed from his office
on account of guilt, although in such a one it abides until judgment.
III. Some Preliminary Comments on the Work of the Ministry
A. The Daily Work of the Ministry
1.

Introductory comments
a.

Sources concerning the activities and responsibilities of the ministry
(1) Augustine’s correspondences, sermons and other works contain a
number of autobiographical references to his pastoral responsibilities
(2) Possidius’ Life of Augustine contains interesting information as well,
however it reads more like a hagiography which is a transliterated
Greek term meaning the life of a saint but came to represent
semihistorical lives of saints popular in the Medieval period that
sensationalize the spiritual activities and accomplishments of the
subject

2.

Ministry to the afflicted
a.

The sick
(1) The prevalence of disease and the hopelessness of their circumstances
(2) Augustine believed in divine healing
(3) Augustine took very seriously Scriptural injunctions to anoint the sick
with oil and to pray for them and to intercede for their needs
(4) Sickness and superstition in the ancient world in contrast with medical
advancements of the modern world and faithlessness

b.

Ministry to the bereaved
(1) Augustine’s world was disaster-filled
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(2) Augustine had a pastoral responsibility to the bereaved which en
tailed burying the dead, caring for the needs of the bereaved (which
were much more involved with widows and orphans, discussed be
low), and trying to bring solace and comfort in times of loss
(3) Interesting evidence survives in sermons and letters; in one (Ep.XCII.1;
cf. CCLXIII) written to a widow named Italica on the death of her
husband Augustine advised
You ought not to consider yourself desolate while you have Christ dwelling in your heart
by faith; nor ought you to sorrow as those heathen who have no hope, seeing that in regard
to those friends who are not lost, but only called earlier than ourselves to the country
where we shall follow them, we have hope, resting on a most sure promise, that from this
life we shall pass into that other life, in which they will be to us more beloved as they will
be better known, and in which our pleasure in loving them will not be alloyed by any fear
of separation.
(4) Augustine makes reference to Purgatory to bring comfort to those with
departed loved ones, he wrote in Sermon 172.2
The pomp of funerals, the large crowds at the rites, the costly care of burial, the rich construction of monuments are solaces, such as they are, for the living, not aids to the dead.
But it is not to be doubted that by the prayers of the Holy Church, and the saving Sacrifice,
and alms which are expended for their souls, the dead are aided, that the Lord should deal
more mercifully with them than their sins deserved.
3.

Digression on the origins and development of Purgatory
a.

Definition
(1) The name Purgatory comes from a Latin word to purify by fire and
comes to mean an eternal place where impurities are burned away
(2) In later tradition the mass, the prayers of the faithful and the interces
sion of the saints can abbreviate the time spent in purgatory, which
relates directly to the sale of indulgences and to the viewing of relics
as well both of which were thought in later times to abbreviate one’s
time in purgatory (this concept was directly attacked by the Reform
ers)
(3) For a full-blown rather fantastic expression of the Medieval concept
see Dante’s Purgatorio
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Origin and development
(1) The concept of an intermediary place between eternal reward and
eternal punishment is related to developments in Greco-Roman and
Persian thought
(2) The concept is also developed in Intertestamental literature, in particu
lar II Maccabees 13
(3) Some find support for the concept that there is an intermediary place
for Christians to be purified in the NT in Mt 12:32 and I Cor 3:13-15
(4) Under the influence of Origin the idea is gradually adopted and be
comes a dogma that must be believed by Gregory I, Bishop of Rome
(d. 604)

c.

Augustine relates that ideas about the Hell and Purgatory were much
more fluid in his day (cf. City of God 21:17-22)
(1) Some believed hell would be temporary for all
(2) Some believed that the intercession of the saints would bring salvation
(3) Some believed that all (even heretics) who had received baptism and
communion in the Catholic Church would be saved
(4) Some believed that all Catholics, even those who had lived disgracefully must be saved
(5) Some believed that only those Christians who had neglected charity
would be punished eternally

d. Augustine on Purgatory and eternal punishment
(1) He had made provisional statements concerning Purgatory that later
writers seized
(2) He rejected notions in his day that minimized eternal punishment,
saying that “eternal alienation . . . will continue without end”
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IV. Some Concluding Remarks
A. Provides Some Background on Highly Interesting Developments in the Church
B. The Supplemental Reading Illustrates the Profound Importance of These Ideas in
the Medieval Period
C. We Have Observed the Role of Augustine as Administrator of Sacraments During
this Important Transitional Period
D. It is Hoped That This Material Might Help You to Relate Better to Those from an
Apostolic Background
E. In What Ways are Similar Ideas Dogmatized Over Time in Protestant Practice and
Belief
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LESSON 9
Augustine The Pastor: Practical Ministry
(Part Three)
Overview of the Lecture
This lecture concludes our investigation into the responsibilities of the minister in the early church. If
you think your busy, wait until you hear what the minister was expected to do in the early church!
We will investigate the social mission of the church to help the defenseless. As the Roman world was
unraveling, stability and protection was found in the church and in the person of the local spiritual
leader. The minister had an enormous responsibility as a new, spiritual pater familias. In some measure those responsibilities were greater in a town like Hippo than a larger city or a smaller village. We
will also look at Augustine’s responsibilities as a scholar, his dedication to preaching and writing and
the distractions of his administrative responsibilities. I hope this might give you an appreciation for
Augustine’s enormous productivity in light of his other pressing responsibilities.

Overview of the Readings
This week you will read a variety of texts by Augustine on the body, human sexuality and the emergence of asceticism. These works reflect Augustine’s struggle with his own sexuality and his attempt
to deal with his extreme anti-ascetic Manichaean past. Augustine’s works had an enormous influence
on later ideas about sexuality, marriage and asceticism. The supplemental reading provides a collection of fascinating sources on the emergence of the sacramental system and teaching on Purgatory.
Enjoy!

Learning Outcomes: At the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
1.

Explain Augustine’s pastoral responsibilities to the afflicted

2.

Describe Augustine’s responsibilities as a teacher, preacher and scholar

3.

Discuss Augustine’s administrative responsibilities

4.

Appreciate Augustine’s productivity and place in Church history over against enormous and time-consuming responsibilities
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Required Work
Listen
Take careful notes on Lecture IX.
Supplement and expand your notes by a thoughtful integration of the outline provided.

Read
[Primary Sources] The Essential Augustine: Vol. I Biographical and Pastoral Works: Ascetical
Works: Letter CCLIV; On the Good of Marriage; Letters CCX-CCXI; Of Holy Virginity; Letters
CXXX-CXXXI, and CL; and On the Good of Widowhood.
[Supplemental Readings] A Medieval Miscellany: Select Readings Week Nine: “Select Sources
on the Sacramental System and the Teaching of Purgatory,” pp. 136-163. See also select
Canons from the Fourth Lateran Council (pp. 441 ff.) and the Council of Trent (pp. 444 ff.)
and the Rule of St. Augustine for ascetical connections, pp. 596 ff.

Reflect
1. Please review your notes of the lecture and recollections of the reading(s) and in a
page develop your ideas concerning one (or two) of the major themes raised in the lecture.
2.

Please summarize Augustine’s view of human sexuality and the purpose of marriage.

Apply
Since the early 20c there has been a bifurcation of the Gospel creating a rift between those
concerned with the expectation that we are obliged to demonstrate Christ’s love by caring
for others and those concerned with the heavenly claims of spiritual redemption. This has
resulted in two unbalanced extremes. One is concerned with the social Gospel inattentive
to the spiritual needs of people and the crosswork while the other propounds an evangelistic message neglectful of biblical commands and of the temporal needs of others. Based
on what you have learned about Augustine’s busy ministry and his struggle (albeit in a
vastly different context) to maintain balance, try to compose a one page manifesto declaring your commitment to various social concerns likely to be encountered in the local
church. (I have no doubt that you already share Augustine’s evangelistic and academic
zeal!)
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Lecture Notes
Augustine said concerning prayer: “For whatever other words we may say,-whether the
desire of the person praying go before the words, and employ them in order to give definite form to its requests, or come after them, and concentrate attention upon them, that it
may increase in fervor-if we pray rightly, and as becomes our wants, we say nothing but
what is already contained in the Lord’s Prayer. And whoever says in prayer anything
which cannot find its place in that gospel prayer, is praying in a way which, if it be not
unlawful, is at least not spiritual; and I know not how carnal prayers can be lawful, since it
becomes those who are born again by the Spirit to pray in no other way than spiritually.”
Augustine Ep. CXXX.12 (22)
I.

An Introduction
A. Reflections on Prayer
1.

Challenges our core motivations for prayer

2.

Fine-line separates magic from religion

3.

Invocation in Christ’s name is not a magical formula

4.

Augustine’s reflections on the Lord’s Prayer
a.

He wrote a special exposition on it

b.

Give us this day our daily bread
(1) Augustine associated this passage with daily taking Communion
(2) The word translated daily in Greek is a hapoxlegomenon which means
that the word only occurs one time in the language

c.

Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors was understood by Augus
tine to be an injunction for Penance

B. Summary of Lecture VIII
1.

Explored the development of the sacramental system

2.

Observed the apologetic (anti-heretical) use of various sacraments
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3.

Noticed some of the later developments and controversies that surrounded the
sacramental system

4.

Studied the sacramental responsibilities of a minister in the early Church and
have noted Augustine’s views on various sacraments

5.

Started looking at Augustine’s responsibility as pastor

C. Some Objectives
1.

To investigate Augustine’s pastoral responsibilities to the afflicted

2.

To observe Augustine’s responsibilities as a teacher, preacher and scholar

3.

To explore Augustine’s administrative responsibilities

4.

To think about Augustine’s productivity and place in Church history over
against enormous and time-consuming responsibilities

II. Some Preliminary Comments on the Work of the Ministry, continued
A. Ministry to the Afflicted (continued)
1.

Spoke briefly about his ministry to the sick, see above

2.

Spoke briefly about his ministry to the bereaved, see above

3.

Spoke briefly about Purgatory, see above

4.

Ministry to orphans
a.

Brief description of the status and prevalence of the parentless
(1) The category would include those whose parents had died
(2) The category would include those were unwanted
(3) The category would include those for whom the parent(s) could no
longer care
(4) The category would include young slaves
(5) The category would include those who had been abandoned after birth
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Modern neglect
(1) Rise in abortion
(2) A general abdication of the responsibility by the modern Church
(3) Important component in the ministry of the church in impoverished
regions

c.

The care of the destitute, widows and orphans, according to the Epistle of
James is an indication of genuine righteousness and sincere ministry
(because they have no power, influence or affluence)

d. The practice of treatment of unwanted children in the ancient world
(1) Abortion was rampant in the ancient world
(2) It was customary for people to abandon unwanted newborns on rub
bish heaps outside of towns, a practice known as infanticide, as an
abortion of afterthought, because the child suffered from an anomaly
or physical defect and or simply because of hopeless destitution
exposure
(3) Unwanted children were also sold into the slave trade, the young
males often being castrated so as to attract a higher price at market
e.

The intervention of the Church
(1) The Church recognized its place in the world and took seriously its
social responsibilities
(2) Christians were encouraged, if possible, to adopt orphans
(3) Inspiring examples survive of Christians rescuing abandoned children
(4) Children frequently became wards of the Church in a variety of ways
from being abandoned at a Church to being delivered over to the
Church as in the case of Antony’s sister
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(5) Christian masters were commanded to treat their slaves like children
and to care for their spiritual well-being
(6) The prevalence of this human atrocity became a ready and powerful
example of God’s redemption in Christ and the believers’ adoption as
daughters and sons
f.

Augustine’s responsibilities
(1) He functioned as a father, providing for orphans’ needs, overseeing
their spiritual development and helping them learn a trade so that
they might find a way back into society
(2) Several letters survive showing that he interceded on behalf of orphans
(3) In his sermons he encouraged Christians to take responsibility for
orphans
(4) Augustine functioned as legal guardian over the wards of the Church
and worked to see that the young women who wished to marry would
have respectable and orthodox mates; in this regard Augustine ad
dressed this circumstance (in Eps. CCLII-CCLV; cf. Sermon 176.2)

The protection which God is giving her [a young ward] in the Church is a protection
against wicked men; not an opportunity to give her to anyone that I choose, but an opportunity to defend her from seizure by any unsuitable person.
5.

Ministry to the poor
a.

Economic strains in late antiquity
(1) Caused by the breakdown in Roman economic structures and the
particular affect on economic life in North Africa
(2) General collapse of the Roman slave state
(3) disorder, general invasions and social and economic upheaval affected
the agricultural base
(4) Christians were more traumatically impacted by these things because
of their place in the economic and political world
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Socio-economic and religious divisions in the late ancient world
(1) Christian economic plight
(2) Paganism in late antiquity and hostilities against the Christians
(3) wealth typical was a function of land and status

c.

Augustine’s assessment of wealth and poverty
(1) Had to be much more creative with less
(2) He viewed avarice as a sin and recognized that there was nothing
inherently evil about wealth
(3) He constantly encouraged the rich to give sacrificially
(4) He warned the poor not to be proud; in Sermon 85.2 he wrote

You are more of you poor than rich. Do you then, at least, receive what I say; yet give
heed. Whoever of you boasts of your poverty, beware of pride, lest the humble rich surpass you; beware of impiety, lest the pious rich surpass you; beware of drunkenness, lest
the sober rich surpass you. Do not glory over your poverty, if they must not glory over
their riches.
(5) He was responsible for the administration of special offerings as he
represented social welfare in the Christian community
d. Associated closely to the care of the poor was generous hospitality (highly
esteemed as a spiritual gift by the earliest Christians)
(1) Options for accommodation in the ancient world were bleak including
inns (notorious dens for thieves, gamblers, drunken revelers and
prostitutes), guild houses, and lodgings at pagan cultic centers and
synagogues for pilgrims
(2) While travel was not as common in the ancient world (although was
important for the itinerant ministry of the early Church), hospitality
was (and still is) an important social grace in the Mediterranean world
e.

Some concluding comments
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Ministry to the persecuted
a.

Persecution was rampant in Augustine’s day
(1) Horrific threats from the invading Vandals and Goths
(2) The pagans were involved in a rural revival and unleashed their frustrations on Christians living and working under their domination
(3) The schismatic Donatists attracted political dissidents and social
misfits called the Circumcellians, who were a marauding hoard of
angry and landless people who took out their frustration on Catholics
destroying their property, raping their women and murdering their
ministers

b.

Augustine addressed various aspects relating to persecution a number of
times in his works and sermons

c.

A controversy surrounding the question of whether clergy are obliged to
hide during persecution thereby lengthening their tenure of ministry or
whether clergy under duress should be martyrs and thereby encourage
those who might be tempted to apostatize, compromise or to go into
hiding; for instance in Ep. CCXXVIII.1, 10 he wrote

However small may be the congregation of God’s people among whom we are, if our
ministry is so necessary to them that it is a clear duty not to withdraw with them, it remains
for us to say to the Lord: ‘Be to us a God of defense and a strong fortress’ . . . Perhaps
someone may say that the servants of God ought to save their lives by flight when such
evils are impending, in order that they may reserve themselves for the benefit of the
Church in more peaceful times. This is rightly done by some, when others are not lacking,
by whom the service of the Church may be supplied and the work is not deserted by all, as
we have stated that Athanasius did.
(1) At times Augustine advised clergy to remain in their post
(2) At other times Augustine advised clergy to follow the example of
Christ in Mt 10:23 and elsewhere to avoid persecution until God’s
appointed time
(3) Augustine gives a vivid picture of the Church in times of persecution
both with recollections from Milan in the days of Ambrose and from
his own horrific experience in North Africa; he wrote in Ep. CCXXVIII.8
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An extraordinary crowd of persons of both sexes and of all ages will commonly assemble
in the Church—some urgently asking to be baptized, others for reconciliation [absolution],
others even asking for penance [leading to absolution later], and all calling for consolation
and strengthening through the administration of the sacraments. If the ministers of God are
not at their posts at such a time, what kind of great perdition overtakes those who departed
from this life either not regenerated or not loosed from their sins!
d. Some concluding thoughts
(1) The prevalent danger of the ministry in Augustine’s day
(2) Reflections on persecution in the 20th century, the true age of the
martyrs (more Christians have died for their faith in the 20th century
than in all other centuries combined together)
7.

Ministry to prisoners
a.

Prisons in the ancient world
(1) Prisoners were frequently cared for by relatives or associates bring on
the care-giver a strong sense of recrimination and potential suspicion
(2) Association was particularly dangerous in times of persecution
(3) Christ clearly enjoined his followers to care for those in prison
(4) There is an interesting example of an early monk and founder of
coenobitic (from the Greek koine and bios which came to mean living in
common) monasticism named Pachomius who was converted because
Christians cared for him as a ministry while he was incarcerated in
Egypt

b.

The church’s responsibility
(1) To minister to its own extended congregation incarcerated
(2) To care for the families of people who were in prison
(3) To provide sanctuary for people and to work for just resolutions on
behalf of people

c.

Some interesting examples survive illustrating Augustine’s work on behalf
of prisoners or people seeking refuge in the Church
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B. Work as a Teacher and Scholar
1.

Preacher and writer
a.

Sermons
(1) Numerous extant
(2) Typically delivered extemporaneously especially given the fact that
Augustine was an outstanding rhetorician
(3) Taken down by scribes writing shorthand, fine egs of such transcrip
tions survive from court proceedings indicating the accuracy of the
work
(4) Sermons were later doubtless edited
(5) Sermons tended to be brief and to the point addressing social and
practical needs, however, some examples of exposition as well

b.

Correspondences
(1) Hundreds of letters survive, discussed earlier
(2) Augustine corresponded with over 39 bishops
(3) Sometimes several letters in a successive correspondence survive
leaving an interesting chain of evidence
(4) Letters were typically dictated to an amanuensis and were written on
papyrus and sometimes took a very long time to hunt down the
proper recipient (in unusual cases it might take several years)

c.

Works
(1) Augustine wrote many theological works several of which are the
most outstanding works on various topics ever written
(2) Several of Augustine’s works (Confessions, City of God, Concerning the
Trinity in the very least) are regularly included in collections of the
most outstanding works ever written
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(3) Several of his works took many years to write
(4) Pseudepigraphical works (that is one’s falsely ascribing authorship in
this case to Augustine) were in popular circulation throughout the
Medieval period
(5) Augustine wanted five days of uninterrupted study so that he could
pursue his scholarly research and writing but the cares of the ministry
(described above) always dominated his time making his request
absolutely out-of-touch with the realities of his circumstances and at
the same time indicating how diligent and productive he actually was
(6) We will discuss his most important works thematically in days to
follow
2.

Opponent of heresy, schism and paganism
a.

The Bishop was the champion of orthodoxy

b.

This work was closely related to his written works

c.

His work in these areas will be discussed in subsequent lectures

C. Administrative Responsibilities
1.

Secular
a.

Advocate and judge
(1) As a rhetorician Augustine would naturally have been expected to
intercede at court on behalf of people both in and out of his Church
(2) Interesting examples survive including his appeal for clemency for
enemies and his pursuit of state protection for the Church
(3) Augustine would also have to function as an ecclesiastical judge rul
ing on civil matters brought before the Church

b.

Civil administration included numerous cares and distractions; in Ep.
CXXVI.9 he wrote

God is my witness that it is only because of the service which I owe to the love of my
brethren and the fear of God
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Spiritual and monastic director
a.

Responsible to regulate the local Christian life

b.

He oversaw communal prayer

c.

He administered a catechetical school which used his exposition on the
creed in order to prepare recent converts for baptism

d. He oversaw communal fasting
D. Concluding Comments
III. Summary Conclusions
A. This Survey Illustrates How Busy Augustine’s Life was and How Distracted the
Ministry was for Him
B. This Survey has Provided Background Information to Provide an Understanding
Concerning the Obligations of the Pastor in the Earliest Church
C. We See the Incredible Blessing of God on Augustine’s Diligence and it Encourages
us to Work Hard in the Field Set Before Us
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SECTION TWO
THE MAJOR WORKS OF AUGUSTINE

LESSON 10
Augustine and the Classical Tradition
Overview of the Lecture
This section of lectures moves from the biographical narrative to a closer inspection of Augustine’s
writings. But before we embark on the study of Augustine’s major works we will place Augustine in
the literary tradition of the classical world. We will place Augustine in a grand philosophical and
literary tradition. He stands in the gap between the ancient and the medieval worlds. Augustine
transforms the ancient secular world view, infusing it with faith, hope and love, with a transfixed gaze
away from the City of Man to whose maker and founder is God.

Overview of the Readings
This week you will begin to read Augustine’s masterpiece The Enchiridion: On Faith, Hope and Love.
An Enchiridion was a manual or handbook for technical advice. While written toward the end of
Augustine’s career, this work encapsulates many of Augustine’s notions that were articulated in later
writings. This work is of particular interest because it stands antithetically opposed to the ideals of the
late classical world by insisting that faith, hope and love are cardinal virtues and a compass for the
Christian life. The whole idea of knowing God so that we might come to know ourselves turned upside
down the classical notion of moral excellence found in knowing oneself. The supplemental reading on
Augustine and Christian Platonism was written by one of the foremost experts on Neoplatonism,
Plotinus and classical philosophy in the late ancient world. Enjoy!

Learning Outcomes: At the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
1.

Discuss Augustine’s place in relationship to the developing classicalphilosophical
tradition

2.

Explain the relationship between Augustine and his theological contributions and
other early Church theologians before and after him

3.

Describe the relationship between Augustine and Medieval theology and the later
developments in the history of Christian thought

4.

Appreciate the primacy of faith and its relationship to Augustine’s thinking
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5.

Analyze the relationship between truth and authority in Augustine’s thinking

6.

Value some of Augustine’s models for understanding self and God

Required Work
Listen
Take careful notes on Lecture X.
Supplement and expand your notes by a thoughtful integration of the outline provided.

Read
[Primary Sources] The Essential Augustine: Vol. II Practical, Controversial and Speculative Works:
The Enchiridion: On Faith, Hope and Love. Chapters 1-16.
[Supplemental Readings] A Medieval Miscellany: Select Readings Week Ten: “St. Augustine
and Christian Platonism,” pp. 163-190.

Reflect
1. Please review your notes of the lecture and recollections of the reading(s) and in a
page develop your ideas concerning one (or two) of the major themes raised in the lecture.
2. Please summarize Augustine’s ideas on sin and salvation as revealed in the
Enchiridion.

Apply
Faith, hope and love are raised by Augustine as the trilogy of virtues or graces that define
the Christian existence. In what ways do these virtues run counter-current to the driving
motivations of Augustine’s world and or own day, for that matter? Define and contrast
faith, hope and love with a trilogy that you create that defines the driving motivations of
the fallen world.
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Lecture Notes
Augustine said concerning prayer: “Far be it from us either to use “much speaking” in
prayer, or to refrain from prolonged prayer, if fervent attention of the soul continue. To use
much speaking in prayer is to employ a superfluity of words in asking a necessary thing;
but to prolong prayer is to have the heart throbbing with continued pious emotion towards
Him to whom we pray. For in most cases prayer consists more in groaning than in speaking, in tears rather than in words. But He sets our tears in His sight, and our groaning is not
hidden from Him who made all things by the word, and does not need human words.”
Augustine Ep. CXXX.10 (20)
Prayer: “Set me free, O God, from that multitude of speech which I suffer inwardly in my
soul, wretched as it is in Your sight, and fleeing for refuge in Your mercy; for I am not
silent in thoughts, even when silent in words. And if, indeed, I thought of nothing except
what pleased You, certainly I would not ask You to set me free from such multitude of
speech. But many are my thoughts, as You know, ‘thoughts of men, since they are vain.’
Grant to me not to consent to them; and if ever they delight me, nevertheless to condemn
them, and not to dwell on them, like a daydream. Nor let them so prevail in me that my
actions would proceed from them; but at least let my opinions, let my conscience, be safe
from them under Your protection.” (Augustine, On the Trinity XV.28)
I.

An Introduction
A. Summary of Lecture IX
1.

Investigated Augustine’s pastoral responsibilities to the afflicted

2.

Observed Augustine’s responsibilities as a teacher, preacher and scholar

3.

Explore Augustine’s administrative responsibilities

4.

Considered Augustine’s productivity and place in Church history over against
enormous and time-consuming responsibilities

C. Some Objectives
1.

To examine Augustine’s place in relationship to the developing classical philosophical tradition

2.

To examine the relationship between Augustine and his theological contributions and other early Church theologians before and after him
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3.

To explore the relationship between Augustine and Medieval theology and the
later developments in the history of Christian thought

4.

To investigate the primacy of faith and its relationship to in Augustine’s thinking

5.

To analyze the relationship between truth and authority in Augustine’s thinking

6.

To consider some of Augustine’s models for understanding self and God

II. Classical and Early Christian Philosophical Developments
A. Background
1.

Preliminary comments on philosophy
a.

When one thinks of philosophy they think of Greece but systems to explain the world developed earlier and independent from Greek develop
ments in the ancient Near East and the far east

b.

Greek language and culture defined philosophy as understood in the west

c.

Interesting correlation between the emerging classical tradition and early
Christian thinkers which centered around a statement made by Justi Mar
tyr, who said, “What does Athens have to do with Jerusalem?”
(1) Some answered, “Nothing,” that is that there should be no correlation
between secular and biblical truth systems. Some maintain that the
Church began to err when it separated from Judaism and fell to the
influences of Hellenism
(2) Others answered, “Everything,” that is that there should be shared
truths and values when secular and biblical truth systems are compared. Some say that the history of Christian theology and the triumph
of the Church benefited from the assimilation of Greek thought to
biblical truth

2.

Some concluding observations
a.

Synthesis and assimilation are natural tendencies
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b.

The synagogue was also effected by Hellenism

c.

As with anything there are always extremes and the truth is to found in the
middle ground of balance

Its important to realize that we will be painting on a broad canvass so-tospeak, developing themes based on generalities (which can be very dangerous
and misleading)

B. Greco-Roman Philosophical Developments
1.

2.

Introductory comments
a.

Understanding the story of philosophical development will help
contextualize Augustine as a great thinker bridging the gap between the
ancient and the medieval world

b.

Important to understand that systems are created over time and that chro
nology is an essential tool to bring understanding to the rise and fall of
ideas. The same stands true for understanding theological systems.

Chronological overview of ancient thought
a.

1st stage (700-500 BC in Anatolia and Greece)
(1) Definition of the physical (from the Greek phusis for matter) world
(2) An attempt to explain the world, continuity and change and the mean
ing of what is seen or temporal

b.

2nd stage (430-330 BC in Greece)
(1) Attempted to bring definition to the metaphysical world (that which
lies behind the material realm)
(2) Introduced the study of ethics and explored the question of how
people learn which is called epistemology
(3) Socrates, Plato and Aristotle were the most important contributors at
this time
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(4) A rivalry developed between Platonic (inductive) and Aristotelian
(deductive) approaches to epistemology which would have reverbera
tions at a later date
c.

Rise of skepticism and Hellenistic developments (300 BC-50 AD in Greece,
Alexandria and Rome)
(1) Trend emerged in 5th century Greece that emphasized rational powers
of the mind and rejected immoral Greek mythology
(2) The trend led toward a general skepticism and irreligion
(3) Hellensitic philosophies sought to provide ways to find happiness
and contentment in life

d. Late Roman developments (100-400 AD primarily in Rome)
(1) The Hellenistic philosophies were popular, particularly Stoicism
(2) Developments in Aristotelianism
(3) By far the most popular system and the one that went through the
greatest changes was Platonism (with the development of Middle and
Neoplatonism) which would remain dominant to 1200 AD influencing
Christian self-definition
C. Christian Response to Classical Developments
1.

Some question about the earliest levels of interaction and influence
a.

Certainly the excesses of Greek philosophy are condemned
(1) Especially in the Corinthian correspondence
(2) There is a rejection of the power of unregenerate reason and the rela
tivism that made “man the measure of all things”
(3) At the same time NT writers are clearly conversant with Greek phi
losophy, using terms, rhetorical patterns and even quoting from classi
cal sources as proof texts

b.

The level of influence, both for positively and negatively must remain an
open question
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Some examples of contact between Athens and Jerusalem
a.

Justin Martyr (d. 146)
(1) Trained Roman philosopher converted to Christianity
(2) Found complete satisfaction in the philosophy of Christ
(3) Represents the anomaly that would soon emerge, on the one hand
rejecting Greek philosophy while wearing the philosopher’s garb
(which was his habit) and using philosophical parlance and arguments

b.

The Alexandrine Catechetical School
(1) Heavily influenced by and conversant with the classical tradition, by
no means representing an uncritical adaptation of the ancient system
but a transformed use of it
(2) Clement of Alexandria (circa 180) and his disciple Origen (d. 254) were
the greatest luminaries of the school

3.

Some concluding observations
a.

Christian thinkers tried to incorporate beneficial aspects from Greek philosophy which could be used to help explain or define Christian theology

b.

Christian thinkers tried to avoid things in conflict

c.

Extremes were condemned and seen as the origin of false teaching
(1) Gnostic teachers tried to find ready converts in Neoplatonic schools,
redefining the philosophical system along their hereticallines of think
ing
(2) A common attack used against heretics was that their ideas were excessively and inappropriately influenced by Greek thought
(3) Rationalism was seen as an anti-faith

D. Some Concluding Observations
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III. Augustine and the Prevailing Views of His Day
A. Introductory Comments
1.

Augustine lived at a critical juncture in the history of thought

2.

Augustine was clearly influenced by Neoplatonic thought

3.

Augustine introduced in Christian terms radical concepts in epistemology,
metaphysics and ethics
a.

This was in direct opposition to the popular trends of the day

b.

Augustine successfully baptized the classical tradition introducing medieval thought

B. Augustine’s Contributions to Christian Thought
1.

Augustine transformed epistemology insisting on the primacy of faith in order
to know
a.

Faith and knowledge leads to true understanding or wisdom which ultimately results in a changed life
(1) Without faith one can not reason properly
(2) Reason has been hampered or distorted by sin
(3) He also insisted that genuine faith was impossible without Scripture
and the Church

b.

Augustine worked to define the nature of faith and its relationship to
reason
(1) Faith was not a blind leap, but was a deep intellectual and emotional
conviction based on evidence
(2) In the medieval period there was a shift away from the primacy of
Scripture to the Church and faith took on a slightly different hue then
defined in terms of representing the embodied teaching of the Church;
faith shifted from a kind of convicted belief to a body of belief
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(3) Interesting examples of this medieval expression of faith might be
found in Erasmus’s Enchiridion
(4) For Augustine faith was an assent of belief rooted in revelation and
teaching
c.

An important component to his system is that natural reason unassisted by
grace and faith, is hopelessly warped and incapable of understanding God
(1) This notion was challenged by the Pelagians who associated unhindered reason with freedom of the will
(2) At the core of the debate was the question of the affects of original sin
and the nature of salvation

d. Augustine also rejected Stoic fatalism which was closely related as well to
the development of these ideas
(1) Background on the development of the notion
(2) The most significant difference between fatalism and providence is the
operation of love in Christian providence
e.

Summary conclusions
(1) Augustine maintained that the classical tradition was flawedinasmuch
that it did not properly recognize the consequences of sin on natural
reason
(2) Augustine insisted on the primacy of faith (by means of grace) in order
to restore common (Scriptural) sense to reason
(3) Augustine believed that faith was based on the evidence of Scripture
and the biblical exposition of the Church
(4) These ideas were antithetically opposed to the classical tradition,
turning that philosophical inside out and converting it to Christian
purposes

2.

Augustine transformed metaphysics
a.

He provides a new answer for the question, “How do we understand
God?” and “What is He like?”
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Augustine introduced a psychological approach
(1) This approach was influenced by Plotinus, founder of Neoplatonism
(2) Augustine develops an introspective theology that is core to many of
his ideas
(3) Postulating that persons consist of three immaterial yet interdependent components: existence, self and will, Augustine believed that this
and other tripartite concepts represented the image of God in humans
(4) The question of the meaning of the biblical phrase “image of God“ is
complicated and often debated
(5) Augustine looked for patterns that both explained God and also
helped explain people

c.

This development makes an interesting contrast with Descartes
(1) A mathematician and philosopher who lived in the age of reason
(2) He worked to doubt away the existence of everything only to arrive at
the conclusion that he could not doubt away his own existence, which
later is transformed at the hands of Enlightenment thinkers into the
measure of all truth and reality
(3) Augustine, on the other hand, looks deep within his soul and finds
their with the eye of faith God’s imprint and therefore the study of the
image for Augustine must lead to God

3.

Augustine transformed ethics
a.

the basis of right behavior is Scripture and tradition

b.

Augustine also explores some of the motivations
(1) the will has a bent (or predisposition) for sin
(2) he contemplates issues of social ethics and public behavior
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C. Some Concluding Observations
1.

Augustine towers above those earlier and later as the first great Christian
philosopher

2.

Augustine bridges the gap between the ancient and the medieval world transforming the classical tradition

3.

Augustine’s ideas are intimately connected with the Reformation as well

IV. Augustine and Later Developments
A. Developments in the Medieval Period
1.

Augustine’s ideas were originally assimilated and plagiarized but later were
rejected

2.

In the high middle ages a tension between faith and reason was again reintroduced

3.

There is a gradual rejection of Plato and a resurgence of Aristotelianism

B. Developments in the Reformation
1.

Augustine played a very important role in Reformation thought for both
Catholics and for Protestants which illustrates the profound influence of this
great Christian thinker

2.

Many of these issues that Augustine confronted came to a forefront again in the
Reformation

C. Developments in the Age of Reason
1.

Faith is gradually subordinated to the powers of reason

2.

There was a resurgent celebration of the self and individual which is not altogether disconnected from developments in the Reformation

3.

Faith is redefined along fideistic terms, that is it is seen as an ascent of belief
that has no need for evidence
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D. Developments in the Enlightenment
1.

Reason, progress and the rejection of Scripture

2.

Exaltation of the individual

3.

Faith is rejected as superstition

E. Developments in the 19th Century
1.

An age of unknowing

2.

New developments to fill the void and close the chasm

F. Developments in the 20th Century
V. Summary Conclusions
A. Underscores the Profound Importance of Augustine
B. Illustrates His Raw Genius
C. Helps Us to Understand His Critical Place in History
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LESSON 11
Augustine’s Earliest Writings
Overview of the Lecture
This lecture investigates the earliest extant writings of Augustine, composed immediately following his
conversion while on retreat at Cassiciacum through the time just after his baptism. These works are of
the greatest interest because they reveal the raw Christian intellect of this new convert his earliest
theological and philosophical musings. Many of the issues that he was interested in at the beginning
would persist as concerns throughout his life. This provides interesting data to see how Augustine
changes as he matures in Christian understanding, specifically regarding grace and the will.

Overview of the Readings
This week in your readings you will conclude Augustine’s Enchiridion: On Faith, Hope and Love.
As was customary for chatechetical training, Augustine summarizes the key issues of Christian belief
and living organized around his analysis of the Sermon on the Mount and the Lord’s Prayer. Augustine concludes this masterful condensation of his theological system by analyzing the importance of
faith, hope and love. Your supplemental reading provides a fascinating article by a highly regarded
classicist that carefully explores the relationship between Augustine and Greek philosophy. Enjoy!

Learning Outcomes: At the end of this lesson, you should be be able to:
1.

Understand Augustine’s earliest interests and doctrinal formulations

2.

Recognize a connection with the world of ideas and Augustine’s earnest attempt to
understand them afresh

3.

Appreciate Augustine as a teacher

4.

Notice Augustine’s keen mind, his ability for perceptive analysis and the inchoate
development of key theological issues and his almost uncanny anticipation of later
theological controversies
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Required Work
Listen
Take careful notes on Lecture XI.
Supplement and expand your notes by a thoughtful integration of the outline provided.

Read
[Primary Sources] The Essential Augustine: Vol. II Practical, Controversial and Speculative Works:
The Enchiridion: On Faith, Hope and Love. Chapters 17-33.
[Supplemental Readings] A Medieval Miscellany: Select Readings Week Eleven: “Augustine
and the Greek Philosophers,” pp. 190-235.

Reflect
1. Please review your notes of the lecture and recollections of the reading(s) and in a
page develop your ideas concerning one (or two) of the major themes raised in the lecture.
2. Please summarize Augustine’s treatment of the objects of love and the preeminence of
this grace in Christianity.

Apply
One of Augustine’s early works treated the subject of the Happy Life, or true contentment
in life. Describe briefly Augustine’s change in attitude after his conversion regarding the
meaning of life. In the form of a Platonic dialogue between true (Christian) contentment
and a fallen person gently show how Christianity is the solution for universal frustration
and misery.

Lecture Notes
Augustine said concerning prayer: “You have asked me how you should pray and what
things you ought to pray for because: ‘We know not what we should pray for as we ought.’
. . . A short [but facetious] solution for your difficulty may be given as follows: “Pray for a
happy life.” This all people, both good and bad, wish to have. But the real issue is: ‘What
ought we to pray for that is an exclusive desire and hope for the good?’” Adapted after
Augustine Ep. CXXX.4 (9)
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Prayer “O God, Framer of the universe, grant me first rightly to invoke you; then to show
myself worthy to be heard by you; lastly, deign to set me free.” Augustine Soliloquies I,2.
I.

An Introduction
A. Summary of Lecture X
1.

Examined Augustine’s place in relationship to the developing classical philosophical tradition

2.

Examined the relationship between Augustine and his theological contributions and other early Church theologians before and after him

3.

Explored the relationship between Augustine and Medieval theology and the
later developments in the history of Christian thought

4.

Investigated the primacy of faith and its relationship to in Augustine’s thinking

5.

Analyzed the relationship between truth and authority in Augustine’s thinking

6.

Considered some of Augustine’s models for understanding self and God

B. Some Objectives
1.

To gain an understanding of Augustine’s earliest interests and doctrinal formulations

2.

To see a connection with the world of ideas and yet his earnest attempt to
understand them afresh

3.

To gain an appreciation for Augustine as a teacher

4.

To observe Augustine’s keen mind, his ability for perceptive analysis and the
inchoate development of key theological issues and his almost uncanny antici
pation of later theological controversies

II. Preliminary Remarks
A. Background
2.

Early works provide a stream of evidence that look back at prior influences
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a.

To what extent was Augustine influenced after his conversion by
Manichaean ideas?

b.

To what extent was Augustine influenced after his conversion by
Neoplatonic ideas?

Early works provide a stream of evidence that look forward to later developments in his theological understanding
a.

What are the theological and philosophical preoccupations of Augustine
and how do they relate in a positive way to his future interests?

b.

How do the theological and philosophical preoccupations of Augustine
change from his earliest years?

B. Examination of major theories
1.

2.

3.

Manichaean dualism
a.

Some comments about the movement’s background and beliefs

b.

Its preoccupation with the origins and nature of evil

Academic skepticism
a.

Some comments about the movement’s background and beliefs

b.

The impending conflict between intellectual skepticism and biblical faith

Neoplatonic monism
a.

Some comments about the movement’s background and beliefs

b. An emphasis on a good first Principle and philosophicaltrinitarianism
C. Historical Setting and Background
1.

Chronological setting
a.

Time of retreat at Cassiciacum after Augustine’s conversion in the fall of
386 but prior to his formal catechetical preparation for baptism in the
spring of 387
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Early years in Milan and Rome following his baptism in the spring of 387
to 389

Events immediately following his baptism
a.

Augustine resigned his post as rhetorician

b.

Augustine made a retreat at a villa at Cassiciacum
(1) The villa was owned by a friend
(2) He went to live with some intimate friends who were also recently
converted, Adeodatus his son and his mother
(3) Purpose to pursue intensive study and philosophical (and theological)
discussions, to enjoy friends and to enjoy the satisfactions of contemplative life

c.

Early writings at Cassiciacum shaped after Plato’s Dialogue
(1) Very popular genre of literature and approach to teaching and learning and intellectual investigations
(2) Employed a stenographer who took (accurate [based on what we can
ascertain]) transcriptions which were later edited by Augustine
(3) This approach to teaching and learning may seem alien to modern
readers but it was contingent on an active and sensitive leadership of
the teacher as a guide
(4) The learning experience was very active and the teacher engaged the
students through dialogue
(5) The dialectical process was originated by Socrates (Plato’s teacher) and
was closely related to their notion of the soul and to their ideas con
cerning epistemology (or philosophical system explaining how one
learns)

3.

Augustine’s earliest works fall into several subcategories
a.

While it is known that Augustine wrote several works prior to his conver
sion, none survive
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(1) Despite the fact that he spent time revising one during his retreat
(2) It is interesting to consider how certain works by the same author and
dating to roughly the same time are preserved while others are not
preserved and how this relates to a broader theme of ancient manuscript preservation
b.

These works preserve Augustine’s earliest extant thinking

c.

The early works can be subdivided several ways the simplest being by
provenance (or a classification based on where the works were written)

III. Special Themes and Works
A. Works at Cassiciacum
1.

The Source of Genuine Contentment (On the Happy Life)
a.

Background
(1) Setting for the discourse: 33rd birthday
(2) His intellectual pilgrimage was like a tempestuous voyage searching
for contentment
(3) Chief obstacle intellectual pride (fostered by Manichaeism) which
prevented him from seeing that God and the soul were incorporeal

b. Several hints of Neoplatonic influences
(1) He suggests that the soul is in need of nourishment, hungering for
knowledge
(2) He suggests that the source of all vice is the lack of genuine knowledge (which is a close corollary to the Neoplatonic notion that evil is
the privation of good which challenges and corrects Manichaean [and
contemporary] ideas about evil)
(3) He suggests along philosophical grounds that there is no correlation
between blessedness and temporal blessings and he insists on a direct
correlation between virtue and blessedness or The Happy Life
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Challenges the notion that happiness is found in temporal goods
(1) Temporal goods cause anxiety
(2) Condemns materialism (and any misguided health/wealth theology
out of a modern setting)
(3) Really only virtue brings contentment and eternal reward

d. Investigates the quest for truth (which according to Augustine is the
Knowledge of God)
(1) This area of epistemology would be a recurring and developing theme
in Augustine’s work
(2) He observes that there are moral obstacles and limitations to the attainment of the Knowledge of God
(3) He suggests that the end result of the Knowledge of God is the attainment of wisdom
e.

Sets a goal to pursue the Knowledge of God and true contentment
(1) He sets aside his impatient and insatiable desires for success and
achievement
(2) This corresponds with his resignation
(3) He also decides not to marry

2.

Skepticism and Truth (Against the Skeptics)
a.

Background information
(1) The emergence of skepticism out of the Platonic Academy
(2) What is the correlation between skepticism and relativism, if any, in
the ancient and in the modern world?
(3) Augustine understood skepticism to be an obstacle or stumbling block
to those who would pursue faith and true knowledge
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Augustine’s arguments against the skeptics
(1) His own ideas concerning the relationship between faith andreason
were inchoate and would develop throughout his lifetime
(2) He believed that faith and reason were intended to be united together
as two parts of a whole
(3) He more carefully develops these ideas in his retractions

c.

The work consists of a dialogue with his students
(1) Augustine questions their epistemology asking whether they know by
some innate sense or whether they learn by experience
(2) Augustine attempts to refute some dogmatic statements by the skeptics

d. Augustine does not reject altogether the place of sensory perception and
learning by experience
(1) he adopts Platonic speculation about the soul in order to explain
innate knowledge
(2) for Augustine, there was an inseparable relationship between the soul
and knowledge
e.

Augustine makes no triumphal projections or claims
(1) He urges his students to study the matter out for themselves
(2) Especially by means of the dialogue, he reveals his own inquisitive
nature, openness and humility that were necessary traits of a true
student of knowledge
(3) He encourages his students to think for themselves

3.

If God is in Control, Who is to blame for sin? (Divine Providence and the Problem
of Evil)
a.

Background
(1) Aimed against Manichaean dualism
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(2) Historical setting reviewed
(3) Uses examples from nature to illustrate spiritual truths
b.

Grappled with fundamental issues that would perplex medievalthinkers
as well
(1) The relationship between God and the origins or evil (which is also
closely related to the question as to whether God determines good or
whether God is determined by good)
(2) The tension between the omnipotence to will evil and limiting God
(3) The tension between God’s holiness and power and the existence of
evil
(4) The question of determination and human responsibility

c.

Augustine differentiates between natural and spiritual evils
(1) Anticipating Thomas Aquinas’s fifth theistic proof for the existence of
God, Augustine contemplates aspects of the natural order that are not
dependent on human activity and states that one of two conclusions
can be drawn: either such an order is a result of design or purpose or it
is not. If it is a result of purpose, then how does one explain natural
catastrophe’s which apart from divine purpose seem pointless and yet
it seems inappropriate to blame such event on God
(2) Augustine suggests that such instances are impossible to understand
from a human (or an overly anthropocentric) perspective; that is some
things just do not make sense from a human point of view
(3) Some concluding comments

4.

The Ground of Knowledge (Soliloquies)
a.

Introduction
(1) An important philosophical, psychological and devotional work
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(2) Written at the end of the time at Cassiciacum shortly before his return
to Milan for baptism somewhere between December of 386 and January of 387
(3) Forms a dialogue between Augustine and reason which makes for an
interesting contrast with Erasmus’s Praise of Folly
(4) The work contemplates the question of the immortality of the soul and
its relationship to reason and truth
b.

Overview of the work
(1) The work begins with a majestic prayer that contemplates God’s transcendence and the inabilities of natural reason concluding that reason
can only comprehend God in vision or a faith perception (similar to
the modern expression of seeing the truth)
(2) Faith prepares reason to know God and is necessary until death because sensory perception is distorted and incomplete
(3) The analogy expands into a Christian context Plato’s famous Allegory of
the Cave
(4) Augustine establishes that truth is eternal and while the world may
cease to exist the fact that the world ceases to exist is evidence that
truth is eternal and therefore united with God (contrast Augustine’s
Odyssey of self-doubt to faith with the fateful consequences of
Descartes’ who on a similar pilgrimage of self-doubt concluded cogito
ergo sum [I think therefore I am] which, in part, established the foundations for modern humanism)
(5) Augustine follows by demonstrating that the soul and truth are in
some way correlative
(6) Several issues are left unresolved but Augustine quips that he has no
problem losing to himself (i.e. personified Reason) in debate!

c.

Some concluding comments
(1) Augustine contemplates immortality and the relationship between the
soul, truth and God
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(2) Augustine both embraces various Platonic notions about the soul and
at the same time rejects other Platonic notions
(3) Augustine reflects an intellectual honesty that compels him to reject
various arguments that are flawed despite the fact that their conclusions support his desired conclusion
B. Works at Milan and Rome
1.

The Soul (The Immortality of the Soul and On the Measure of the Soul)
a.

Augustine continues his exploration concerning the nature of the soul

b.

The Immortality of the Soul is a series of notes reminding him to continue to
pursue this line of inquiry
(1) He contemplates the relationship between the soul and the temporal
realm
(2) He observes that the soul can be affected by age, maturity, sickness
which he concludes are accidental changes not substantial changes
(3) He also notes that while the soul is eternal it can enjoy the blessedness
of life and also can fall into ignorance and disgrace and consequently,
because it is eternal, face eternal separation from God

c.

One the Measure of the Soul written shortly after Monica’s death during the
winter of 387/8
(1) The work is a refutation of his friend Evodius’s rather materialistic
view of the soul
(2) Augustine explores more carefully and in depth the relationshipbetween the soul and the body showing that the soul is not coterminous
with the body
(3) Augustine shows that human’s rational capacities distinguish them
from other creatures
(4) The work concludes with a description of seven levels that show that
humans are higher and distinct from other creatures because of the
soul (the argument at points presupposes human freedom, a topic to
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which Augustine will devote another work and which will develop
radically as he matures in understanding)
d. Some concluding observations on the soul
(1) The tripartite theory of the soul
(2) The bipartite theory of the soul
2.

Language and the Means of Learning (On Teaching)
a.

The work is a dialogue between Augustine and his son Adeodatus concerning Augustine’s theory of knowledge and its relationship to language

b.

It is interesting that this would be the work of a rhetorician interested in
the relationship between words and understanding; a theme that is later
expressed in his Confessions and dominates his approach to biblical exegesis

c.

Augustine explores the function of words as signs or instruments
(1) He suggests that we should value knowledge conveyed by words
more highly than the words themselves
(2) He explores the relationship between words and understanding
(3) His arguments are closely associated with his adaptation Platonic
view of the soul and his developing Christian epistemology

d. Augustine explores at greater length the problem of teaching in his masterful work On Christian Doctrine discussed later
3.

The Nature of the Will (Freedom of the Will)
a.

Discussed briefly here and in greater detail regarding the Pelagian controversy later

b.

Overview
(1) This was his most important early work
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(2) The Pelagians referred back to this work in order to show inconsistencies in Augustine’s thoughts and to try to evoke his earlier ideas to
support their cause
(3) Augustine contemplates the relationship between freedom of the will
and the affects of sin which also relates to the question of salvation
(4) Important corrections are made in his Retractions most especially that
he did not think more carefully about the role of grace
IV. Practical Insights and Conclusions
A. Growing Insightfulness
B. Ambition to Analyze and Evaluate the Ideas of His Own Day
C. It is of Interest to Note the Preoccupations and Earliest Works of This Famous
Convert: This was the milk of Augustine’s early Christian years!
1.

A preoccupation with questions concerning happiness and fulfillment (over
against his quest for worldly achievement and attainments)

2.

A preoccupation with questions concerning knowledge, the spiritual life and
the attainment of truth (over against his personal quest for wisdom and truth)

3.

A preoccupation with questions concerning the origin of evil (over against his
Manichaean phase)

4.

A preoccupation with questions concerning the nature and function of the soul
(over against his philosophical past)

5.

A preoccupation with questions concerning the nature of the will (which were
a natural outworking of his contemplation on the soul)
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LESSON 12
Augustine On Christian Doctrine
Overview of the Lecture
This lecture will introduce you to another one of Augustine’s early works, On Christian Doctrine, a
masterpiece on Christian education and a guide to the interpretation of Scripture (or hermeneutics).
This work had a tremendous influence on later generations and is consequently of extraordinary
significance.

Overview of the Readings
This week you will read the first half of On Christian Doctrine. In the first book Augustine shows that
knowing God is the only worthwhile pursuit in life. Anticipating themes from last weeks Enchiridion,
Augustine suggests that faith, hope and love are necessary in order to understand the true meaning of
Scripture. In the second book Augustine begins to treat the subject of how one can know the Scriptures by properly understanding the meaning and intention of the words of the sacred text. The
supplemental reading begins by providing several interesting reading illustrating various early Christian attitudes toward classical learning and ends with an exhaustive and detailed study of Augustine’s
use of classical sources. Enjoy!

Learning Outcomes: At the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
1.

Introduce On Christian Doctrine

2.

Indicate its importance to both the medieval Church and to the Renaissance humanists

3.

Provide an historical background for various themes developed in the work; particularly on methods of interpretation

4.

Show the exegetical foundations of the late medieval church

5.

Evaluate contemporary approaches to exegesis

6.

Think critically concerning one’s world view and approach to pedagogy
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Required Work
Listen
Take careful notes on Lecture XII.
Supplement and expand your notes by a thoughtful integration of the outline provided.

Read
[Primary Sources] The Essential Augustine: Vol. II Practical, Controversial and Speculative Works:
On Christian Doctrine. Books 1-2.
[Supplemental Readings] A Medieval Miscellany: Select Readings Week Twelve: “Classical
and Christian Education: An Assessment of Augustine,” pp. 235-260.

Reflect
1. Please review your notes of the lecture and recollections of the reading(s) and in a
page develop your ideas concerning one (or two) of the major themes raised in the lecture.
2. Please summarize the value Augustine places on the benefits of knowing Hebrew and
Greek for understanding Scripture.

Apply
Have you ever been involved in a conversation where you found yourself ranging back
and forth between divine and secular realms of truth? While there are several ways of
explaining the relationship between divine and secular truth (which you may adumbrate),
how did Augustine seek to reconcile the two? Discuss the maxim that “All truth is God’s
truth” and how it might relate to specific areas of secular truth that do not seem to have a
direct biblical precedent. How do you reconcile this dilemma and how might it help you
to relate Scriptural truth to unbelievers and to appreciate and appropriate (God’s) nonScriptural truth for yourself?

Lecture Notes
Augustine on Prayer: “But whether a man is going to address the people or to dictate what
others will deliver or read to the people, he ought to pray for God to put into his mouth a
suitable discourse. For if Queen Esther prayed that God would give her the right things to
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say when she was about to speak to the king about the temporal welfare of her people,
how much more ought one, who labors in word and doctrine for the eternal welfare of
people, pray for the same blessing? Those also who are to deliver what others compose for
them ought to pray before their discourse for the author, and when they have received it
that they themselves might deliver it well, and that those to whom they address it might
pay attention; and when the discourse has gone well, they ought to give thanks to Him
from whom they know such blessings come, so that all the praise may be His, ‘in whose
hands we have our existence and our very words.’” (Augustine, On Christian Doctrine V.29)
I.

An Introduction
A. Summary of Lecture XI
1.

Reviewed Augustine’s earliest extant works

2.

Gained an understanding of Augustine’s earliest interests and doctrinal formulations

3.

Explored the relation between the world of ideas and Augustine’s earnest
attempt to understand those ideas from a Christian perspective

4.

Gained an appreciation for Augustine as a teacher

5.

Observed Augustine’s keen mind, his ability for perceptive analysis and the
inchoate development of key theological issues and his almost uncanny anticipation of later theological controversies

B. Some Objectives
1.

To introduce On Christian Doctrine

2.

To indicate its importance to both the medieval Church and to the Renaissance
humanists

3.

To provide an historical background for various themes developed in the
work; particularly on methods of interpretation

4.

To show the exegetical foundations of the late medieval church

5.

To evaluate contemporary approaches to exegesis

6.

To foster some critical thinking concerning one’s world view and approach to
pedagogy
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II. Background Information on the Place and Influence of the Work
A. The Development of Augustine’s Thinking
1.

Augustine’s great mind was always active
a.

Take care not to place him in a box that does not account for development,
refinement or correction

b.

Surprisingly the only exception to this tendency is to be found in
Augustine’s work On Christian Doctrine
(1) Augustine’s preoccupations reflected in his works have been categorized around four chronological stages
(2) Augustine would write on pedagogy at the earliest and last stages of
his life
(3) Augustine was at his most profound (regarding pedagogy) at his
earliest stage showing his great skill at transforming and Christianizing his pagan background and the profound influence of his mother
and the Church

2.

Augustine is a product of the late classical world
a.

He is heavily influenced classical education

b.

He is heavily influenced by Christianized Platonism (i.e.. Platonic speculation is realized in the Knowledge of God)

c.

He shows a hunger for a new basis for life and understanding: a new
Christian virtue
(1) Emphasized the foundational importance of faith, hope and love (a
recurring trilogy in his works)
(2) He looked away (by faith) from the temporal realm to the an eternal
realm
(3) He provided a radical Christian alternative to the classical world view
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B. An Overview of the Profound Importance of This Work
1.

On Christian Doctrine becomes a basis for medieval speculation on Christian
pedagogy and biblical interpretation
a.

Influenced Christian thinkers from both the eastern and western traditions

b.

Areas of influence
(1) Regarding medieval pedagogy the following were heavily indebted to
Augustine’s work; Cassiodorus, Rabanus Maurus, Hugh of St. Victor
and Peter Lombard
(2) Regarding medieval exegesis, the following were heavily indebted to
Augustine’s work: the Glossa ordinaria (the medieval compilation of
biblical interpretations that filled the margins of medieval biblical
manuscripts and early printed [i.e.. incunabula] Bibles), St.
Bonaventure, Erasmus
(3) Regarding the development of infusing spiritual life into signs, the
work also had a major influence on medieval artistic and architectural
development and understanding teaching principles of faith through
symbols

2.

On Christian Doctrine becomes a basis for certain Renaissance speculation
a.

The Renaissance was a period of economic and cultural awakening
(1) Marked by a growth in cities, trade, economic prosperity and an increase in the number of new universities
(2) One of the ideals of the Renaissance sought to retrieve the culture of
antiquity

b.

Augustine’s work becomes a lens that Renaissance thinkers used understand classical works and to provide justification of their pursuit of nonChristian literature
(1) Rhetoric
(2) Poetry
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The popular reception of the work will throw into conflict Augustine’s
Christianized Neoplatonism with Christianized Aristotelianism which was
in vogue with late medieval scholastic theologians

On Christian Doctrine and its importance in our modern day
a.

Deification of scientism and knowledge about devoid of knowledge of God

b.

Danger of deifying knowing the specifics of the minutia of the text and
missing the Person and central message of the text (reflected in a outlining
of passages ad nauseum as if one can quantify and capture God’s truth by
means of the devises of fallen reason

c.

Remember that the Sword of the Spirit first cuts to the marrow of the
reader

III. Historical Background to the Work
A. The Classical and Philosophical Setting
1.

The aim of classical learning as opposed to Christian ideals
a.

Knowledge was the goal and self-knowledge was supreme

b.

Humankind became the measure of all things

c.

The Christian concepts of the incarnation and the resurrection are absolutely alien to ancient ways of thinking
(1) Despite apparent ancient “parallels” these concepts were not merely
absent from the ancient way of thinking, they were utterly counterintuitive
(2) Christian thinking turned classical motivation and ideals on their head
exalting humility, the spiritual realm, spiritual need, the necessity of
faith to complete reason and the ultimate goal of knowing God
(3) As discussed previously, Augustine was very much aware of the
radical nature of the Christian truth claim

d. The elevation of humankind and the power of human achievement and
virtue (which is a Socratic or Platonic ideal)
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(1) The classical world hoped for a vainglorious virtue devoid of love
(2) Augustine infuses love as the preeminent Christian virtue which
brings meaning to life and provides sight to a blind sense of classical
providence
2.

Crisis in the Church between Old Learning and New Learning
a.

There was a classic conflict posed first by Justin Martyr who asked, “What
has Athens to do with Jerusalem”

b.

In the mid-fourth century Julian the Apostate attempted to revive paganism
(1) Installation of classical education and religion which led to a crisis
with emerging Christian educators
(2) Augustine as a converted classical educator is living on the heals of
this crisis and seeks to provide a systematic explanation of the relationship between Christianity and the world of classical antiquity

c.

Mythology was the basis for a literary education (what works could possibly replace the classics)

d. An interesting example of the deep conflict is provided by Jerome, a contemporary to Augustine, who was chastised in a vision which, making
reference to his literary interests, asked whether he was a Ciceronian or a
Christian! (as if one could not be both or neither)
3.

Augustine’s response to the old system
a.

First he speaks with authority because he is a product of this system

b.

The question is what to do with previous fallen knowledge
(1) It could be rejected outright (as in the case of more extreme dualists
and fundamentalists)
(2) It could be recognized as a parallel (albeit inferior) level of truth and
understanding (as in the case of certain Reformers like Melanchthon)
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(3) It could be totally absorbed and assimilated as truth (as in the case of
certain post-Enlightenment liberal thinkers)
(4) Or it could be spiritually baptized and transformed into Christian
usage (as in the case of Augustine)
c.

How is fallen truth transformed to Christian use?
(1) Augustine insists on the authority of the word of revelation and of
faith (not merely the reckless ascent of post-Enlightenment individualism and the priesthood-of-the-believer gone mad, but a high regard for
truth grounded in tradition based on proper exegesis of Scripture)
(2) Augustine believed that “All truth is God’s truth” regardless of the
source because there is an intimate connection between God and truth
(3) Following the example of the spoiling of the Egyptians, Augustine
believed that the sensitive Christian teacher could transform fallen
truth for spiritual purposes

4.

Hermeneutical Development
a.

Approach to classical literature (myth)
(1) Crisis between the 6-5c BC (political and economic setting)
(2) New approaches to the classical text
i.

Excesses were criticized by skeptics

ii. Pythagoreans, Stoics and Platonists justified the ancient myths by
reinterpreting them along spiritual lines (Allegorical interpretation)
b.

Allegorical approaches adopted by Hellenized Jews in Alexandria
(1) Enthusiastically embraced and popularized by Philo
(2) The allegorical approach to Scripture found access via Hellenistic
Jewish interpretation to Alexandrine fathers like Clement of
Alexandria and Origen into Christian exegesis
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IV. Some Concluding Comments
A. We Will Continue Our Discussion on Allegorical Interpretation and its Relationship to the Emergence of Augustine’s Four-fold Approach to the Interpretation of
Scripture Next Time
B. We Will Provide an Overview of the Work On Christian Doctrine
C. We Will Begin to Discuss Manichaeism and Augustine’s Anti-Manichaean Works
D. I Hope This Provides Sufficient Introductory Background for Your Reading of On
Christian Doctrine
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LESSON 13
Augustine On Christian Doctrine
(cont.)
Overview of the Lecture
This lecture continues our discussion of Augustine’s manifesto On Christian Doctrine, looking specifically at hermeneutics in Judaism and the early church and Augustine’s treatment
of this topic. The converted rhetorician expounds a four-fold approach to Scriptural interpretation, borrowed largely from a Donatist, which would have tremendous influence on
later medieval developments of Scriptural exegesis. We will also begin a two-part survey
of Manichaeism.

Overview of the Readings
This week you will read the second half of Augustine’s On Christian Doctrine which expounds rules of interpretation of Scripture and responsibilities of teachers of Scripture.
The supplemental reading provides a helpful summary analysis of On Christian Doctrine
written by an outstanding Augustine scholar.

Learning Outcomes: At the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
1.

Briefly survey On Christian Doctrine

2.

Provide a thorough overview of early Christian and medieval biblical interpretation

3.

Introduce Gnosticism with a view to Augustine’s anti-Manichaean works

Required Work
Listen
Take careful notes on Lecture 13.
Supplement and expand your notes by a thoughtful integration of the outline provided.
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Read
[Primary Sources] The Essential Augustine: Vol. II Practical, Controversial and Speculative Works:
On Christian Doctrine. Books 3-4.
[Supplemental Readings] A Medieval Miscellany: Select Readings Week Thirteen: “Elements
of Christianity,” pp. 261-276.

Reflect
1.

Please review your notes of the lecture and recollections of the reading(s), and in a
page, develop your ideas concerning one or two of the major themes raised in the
lecture.

2.

Please summarize Augustine’s explanation of allegorical interpretation.

Apply
Ultimately, biblical debates rise and fall on methods of interpretation (assuming there are
no textual or source problems). The grammatical-historical and the allegorical methods of
interpretation provide antithetical approaches to interpretation of literature. Can these two
hermeneutical approaches be reconciled? What are dangers inherent in the extremes of
both a narrow literalism and an unrestrained spiritualism? How do you balance these
approaches?

Lecture Notes
Augustine said concerning prayer: “In the darkness, then, of this world, in which we are
pilgrims absent from the Lord as long as ‘we walk by faith and not by sight,’ the Christian
soul ought to feel itself desolate, and continue in prayer, and learn to fix the eye of faith on
the word of the divine sacred Scriptures, as ‘on a light shining in a dark place, until the day
dawn, and the day-star arise in our hearts.’ For the ineffable source from which this lamp
borrows its light is the Light which shines in darkness, but the darkness comprehends it
not-the Light, in order to seeing which our hearts must be purified by faith....” Augustine
Ep. CXXX.2 (5)
Prayer: “Thee I invoke, O God, The Truth, in whom and from whom and through whom all
things are true which anywhere are true, God, the Wisdom, in whom and from whom and
through whom all things are wise which anywhere are wise. God, the true and crowning
Life, in whom and from whom and through whom all things live, which truly and supremely live. God, the Blessedness, in whom and from whom and through whom all
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things are blessed, which anywhere are blessed. God, the Good and Fair, in whom and
from whom and through whom all things are good and fair. God, the intelligible Light, in
whom and from whom and through whom all things intelligibly shine, which anywhere
intelligibly shine. God, whose kingdom is that whole world of which sense has no knowledge. God, from whose kingdom a law is even derived down upon these lower realms.
God, from whom to be turned away, is to fall: to whom to be turned back, is to rise again:
in whom to abide, is to stand firm. God, from whom to go forth, is to die: to whom to
return, is to revive: in whom to have our dwelling, is to live. God, whom no one loses,
unless deceived: whom no one seeks, unless stirred up: whom no one finds, unless made
pure.” Augustine Soliloquies I,3.
I.

An Introduction
A. Summary of Lecture 12
1.

Began studying On Christian Doctrine

2.

Surveyed its influence in the medieval church, during the Renaissance and its
relevance in modern times

3.

Surveyed the historical background for various themes developed in the work

4.

Began to explore the exegetical foundations of the late medieval church and to
evaluate contemporary approaches to exegesis

5.

Tried to foster some critical thinking concerning one’s world view and ap
proach to pedagogy

B. Some Objectives
1.

To continue our survey of On Christian Doctrine

2.

To provide a thorough overview of early Christian and medieval biblical
interpretation

3.

To provide an introduction to Gnosticism with a view to Augustine’s antiManichaean works

II. A Recapitulation of On Christian Doctrine
A. The Work as a Christian Manifesto
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Augustine explores the question of the nature and source of truth
a.

God is the ultimate source of all truth

b.

What can be known of God has been revealed to us in Scripture

Augustine asks how we come to understand God’s revelation in Scripture
a.

Augustine explores the relationship between God’s revelation of truth and
people as fallen receptors

b.

Augustine’s interests are motivated and informed, in part, by his background in rhetoric

c.

Augustine’s approach would have a lasting impact on medieval and later
thinkers

B. Augustine and the Hermeneutical Tradition
1.

Classical background to the interpretation of mythology

2.

Models from Jewish and biblical exegesis
(1) As reflected in how OT writers interpret and apply OT Scripture
(2) As reflected in how the Hebrew Scriptures are rendered in the various
ancient translations (which reflect interpretations)
(3) As reflected in other intertestamental Jewish works including apocryphal,
pseudepigraphical works and Qumranic peshers interpretive works
(4) As reflected in NT modes of teaching, interpretations of OT and of other
NT Scriptures especially in Midrashic typology
(5) As reflected in rabbinical works including rules of interpretationcalled
middot, halaka or legal interpretations, haggada or edifying applications and
notrikon or a mystical significance given to the underlying values and
meanings of the text

3.

Augustine as an heir to an emerging Christian tradition
a.

What effect did the Manichaeans have on Augustine’s approach to Scripture (either positive or negative)?
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b.

What effect did Ambrose and others especially in the North African (eclectic) tradition have on Augustine’s approach to Scripture?

c.

What influence did the work on biblical hermeneutics by the Donatist
Tyconius have on Augustine?
(1) Tyconius was a North African who lived around 380
(2) He wrote the first extant handbook on biblical interpretation in the
Latin west entitled the Book of Rules; he also wrote a highly influential
commentary on Revelation
(3) Tyconius delineates his rules of biblical hermeneutics which give
careful attention to the language and grammar of the biblical text, the
intended meaning of the text and over-arching ecclesiological themes
(4) While Augustine cautioned his readers to be aware of the Donatist
proclivities in Tyconius, he generally and enthusiastically accepted
and assimilated this work into his own writings
(5) Augustine’s use of Tyconius reveals an interesting characteristic about
the great teacher, namely that he was not confined by sectarian interests so as to cause him to reject truth even when found in the
“enemy’s” arsenal (for Augustine, as mentioned earlier, All truth is
God’s truth)

C. Augustine’s Fourfold Approach to Scriptural Interpretation
1.

As seen above, others also sought to systematize biblical hermeneutics
a.

Due, in part, to the controversies that surrounded biblical interpretation

b.

Others who developed systematic approaches include
(1) Various rabbinical rules
(2) Tyconius’s Rules
(3) John Cassian’s Conferences 14.8 (circa 420) is the first to list the standard
fourfold approach to Scripture that would be adapted by the Medieval
church
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The Augustinian tradition crystallized an emerging tradition
a.

For Medieval church the fourfold sense included: the literal, the allegorical, the tropological (or moral), and the anagogical approach to Scripture

b.

Augustine himself worked on a different list for the OT
(1) Based on the Greek technical terms for rhetorical analysis
(2) The fourfold approach included history, aetiology, analogy and allegory (On the Usefulness of Belief III.5-9)

c.

3.

The fourfold approach (described below) provided a synthesis of various
Patristic exegetical traditions and a framework for Medieval biblical interpretation preserving the best of all rival hermeneutical approaches

An explanation of the fourfold approach to Scripture
a.

Grammatical-Historical approach
(1) Literal understanding of the meaning of the text emphasizing the
historical importance and the significance of the language and of the
grammar of the text
(2) Influenced by classical rhetorical and Jewish models
(3) While antecedents to this approach were widespread, it was particularly developed and popularized by the Greek exegetes of the
Antiochene tradition led by Diodore of Tarsus (d. 394) and perpetuated by his students: Theodore of Mopsuestia, John Chrysostom and
Theodoret of Cyrrhus
(4) The rational analysis of Scripture was stressed as opposed to thephilosophical analysis
(5) A differentiation was made between theoria which permitted a higher
sense of Scripture than merely the historical meaning (allowing for
appropriate typology) and allegoria which was seen as a philosophical
device used to provide a deeper spiritual meaning than the plain
sense of the text (this led to controversy between the Antiochene
school and the proponents of allegory in the Alexandrine school)
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Allegorical approach
(1) Emphasized a deeper spiritual meaning that lay beneath the plain
understanding of the text; the interpreter was to uncover an intended
spiritual sense (hyponoia) by means of allegory (or finding another
meaning)
(2) This process was directly influenced by Hellenistic approaches to
classical literature
(3) The method seems to be employed by Paul (in Gal. 4:24; and 1 Cor. 9:910); by the author of Hebrews and by the Apostolic author of the Epistle
of Barnabas
(4) Christological interpretation was also popularly employed by the
Apostolic fathers
(5) The allegorical approach to Scripture was especially popularized by
the Alexandrine school of exegetes including Clement of Alexandria,
Origen, Didymus the Blind and Gregory of Nyssa
(6) While regarding the historical background, the allegorical approach
appropriated the full arsenal of Hellenistic allegorical techniques
including the philological study of words and phrases, etymologies,
numerologies, figurations, symbolisms, etc; all of which were used as
springboards to lead to a deeper, more meaningful (or mystical) understanding of the text
(7) Typology (which is the use of a type to denote a pattern or example
elsewhere) was common in Jewish and early Christian writings; it is a
standard feature in language and arguably falls outside the pale of
allegory

c.

Eschatological approach

d. Analogical approach
4.

Summaries
a.

Allegorical interpretation became preeminent in the Medieval period
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Nicholas de Lyra is an interesting example of one who resisted the allegorical tendencies of the Medieval period
(1) He was a Franciscan monk and biblical scholar from France who lived
in the 12th century
(2) He compiled a commentary that accompanied the Scriptural text and
illuminated the meaning of the text
(3) He emphasized the need to know the language and background to the
text in order to arrive at its original intent
(4) He held that the grammatical-historical approach to Scripture was by
far and away the best and most effective way to arrive at an understanding of the text
(5) He practiced comparing translations and interpretations as an early
textual critic of sorts
(6) Numerous manuscripts of his commentary survive and it was the most
popularly published commentary in the early years following the
invention of printing
(7) De Lyra’s commentary and exegetical interests and hermeneutical
approach had a direct and significant impact on Martin Luther and
other Protestant Reformers

c.

Augustine’s analysis of biblical hermeneutics provides a classic formulation that was popularly distilled throughout the Medieval period

D. Augustine Regarding Scripture, Text and Language
1.

The interests of the consummate rhetorician

2.

Augustine’s Bible
a.

Much work has been done on Augustine and his use of Scripture
(1) Augustine “quotes” from Scripture over 30,000 times in his works
(2) While sometimes quotes are exact they are often paraphrased and
intentionally or unintentionally amended providing an enormous
methodological challenge for the textual critic
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The Latin Bible
(1) The Vulgate Bible, edited by Jerome, was an attempt to standardize
Latin Scriptures circulating in a number of variant regional editions
(2) The earliest Latin Scriptures are called the Vetus Latina (VL); the VL
contains a textual tradition that dates to the late 2nd century, is filled
with numerous variations, closely follows the Greek translation of the
Hebrew OT known as the Septuagint (LXX) and was extremely popular in North Africa (the process by which the Pentateuch was translated
from Hebrew to Greek is recounted in a semi-historical
pseudepigraphon known as the Letter of Aristeas)

c.

While Augustine was unfamiliar with Hebrew and did not know Greek,
he quotes from the VL edition of the Scriptures and provides valuable
information concerning the status of the Latin text in his day

d. Given the nature of the VL OT and its relationship to the LXX he had a
strong preference for the LXX over the existing Hebrew OT which was
thought by many fathers to have been corrupted (wide variations exist
between the Hebrew OT and the LXX)
(1) Augustine chides Jerome for translating his new Latin version from
Hebrew rather than from the LXX and makes a strong assertion for the
authority of the translations based on the LXX in On Christian Doctrine
II.15
(2) In an interesting correspondence (Augustine’s Ep XXVIII.2) which
through a series of mishaps took nine years to deliver to Jerome, Augustine articulates his concern:
“We therefore, and with us all that are devoted to study in the African churches, urge you
not to refuse to devote care and labor to the translation of the books of those who have
written in the Greek language most profitable commentaries on our Scriptures [Augustine
asks Jerome to devote his time translating Greek commentaries into Latin]. You may thus
put us also in possession of these men, and especially of that one whose name you seem to
have singular pleasure in putting forward in your writings [namely, Origen]. But I urge
you not to devote your labor to the work of translating into Latin the sacred canonical
books, unless you follow the method in which you have translated Job, that is, with the
addition of notes, to let it be seen plainly what differences there are between this version of
yours and that of the LXX, whose authority is worthy of highest esteem. For my own part, I
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cannot sufficiently express my wonder that anything should at this date be found in the
Hebrew manuscripts which escaped so many translators [70/2 Jewish translators simultaneously translated the Hebrew Scriptures according to later legends] perfectly acquainted
the language. I say nothing of the LXX, regarding whose harmony in mind and spirit,
surpass [legend also had it that all of the translators translated the text identically!] that
which is found in even one man [namely, Jerome himself], I dare not in any way pronounce
a decided opinion, except that in my judgment, beyond question, very high authority must
in this work of translation be conceded to them. I am more perplexed by those translators
who, though enjoying the advantage of laboring after the LXX had completed their work,
and although well acquainted, as it is reported, with the force of Hebrew words and
phrases, and with Hebrew syntax, have not failed to agree among themselves, but have left
many things which, even after so long a time, still remain to be discovered and brought to
light. Now these things were either obscure or plain: if they were obscure, it is believed
that you are as likely to have been mistaken as the others; if they were plain, it is not believed that they [the LXX] could possibly have been mistaken. Having stated the grounds
of my perplexity, I appeal to your kindness to give me an answer regarding this matter.”
e.

Augustine had the highest regard for the original languages of Scripture
(1) Despite his own failures in Greek he frequently employed linguistic
arguments from the original languages of Scripture
(2) He encouraged others to learn the languages of the biblical text in On
Christian Doctrine II.11 Augustine states:

“Latin-speaking people, whom we have taken here to instruct, need two other languages
for a knowledge of the Divine Scriptures, Hebrew and Greek, so that they may turn back to
earlier exemplars infinite variety of Latin translations [that is, the Vetus Latina, or Itala]
gives rise to any doubts.”
(3) An additional challenge is faced by the minister who must communicate to some whose principle language is not that of the minister as in
North Africa with the Punic-speaking population
E. Some Additional Tensions in the Work
1.

Between knowing about and knowing of

2.

Between the method of discovering what we are to understand

3.

Between the method of teaching what has been understood
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III. Special Themes
A. The Method of Discovering What We are to Understand; or Knowledge About
1.

Book I: The Range and Limits of Culture and Instruction

2.

Book II: The Discovery and Recording of General Fact

3.

Book III: The Discovery and Recording of Christian Fact

B. The Method of Discovering What We are to Understand; or Knowledge Of
1.

Background to the classical rhetorical approach

2.

Book IV: The Communication of Fact

IV. Practical Insights and Conclusions
A. On Christian Doctrine Was a Medieval Textbook for Christian Pedagogy and
Hermeneutics
B. On Christian Doctrine Had Enormous Influence on Medieval and Renaissance
Thinkers
C. On Christian Doctrine Provides the First Attempt to Provide a Systematic Christian
World View and a Strategy for Converting and Assimilating Non-Christian Learning
V. An Introductory to Augustine’s Anti-Manichaean Works
A. Introduction
1.

We will make a transition and begin an overview of Augustine’s AntiManichaean works to begin to provide some context for your assigned reading

2.

Objectives (for the remainder of today and for the next lecture)
a.

To provide some background information on Gnosticism and on
Manichaeism

b.

To note the impact of Manichaeism in the late Medieval period
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To investigate Augustine’s activities in the heresy, his conversion to Christianity and his responses to the movement

d. To survey the Manichaean belief system and to compare those beliefs with
Christian doctrine
e.

To consider some of the practical implications of this heresy in our own
day

B. Background Overview
1.

Introductory comments
a.

Manichaeism may seem somewhat alien or bizarre and perhaps rather
innocuous to us in our own day
(1) It was and would continue to be an important world religion of rather
significant proportions with threatening teachings and (despite its
bizarre system of belief and moral requirements) was powerfully
attractive winning converts throughout the empire
(2) Manichaeism spread from Spain to India and evidence spreading as
far as the Turfan oasis in Chinese Turkestan; the sect persisted into the
19th century
(3) The Medieval heresies of the Paulicians, the Bogomils and the Cathars
(or the Albigensians) were directly impacted by the Manichaeans
(4) Imperial policy against the Christians was crafted after legislation
outlawing Manichaeism in 297
(5) This underscores Augustine’s urgent response against this movement

2.

b.

Certain ideas worked out in Augustine’s refutation of Manichaeism had a
direct impact on later Medieval doctrinal developments

c.

Certain Pelagian opponents to Augustine argued that his co-called orthodox theology was in fact directly influenced by latent Manichaean ideas

Some introductory remarks concerning sources
a.

Gnostic sources
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(1) The Nag Hammadi Codices (NHC) are a collection of books dating to
the mid-4th century which were discovered in Egypt in 1947; these
codices (books) contain Gnostic, orthodox, heterodoxical and classical
works, providing rich and varied information concerning the Gnostic
belief system
(2) Numerous Manichaean texts have been discovered in Egypt and elsewhere in numerous languages and covering a wide variety of genre
from hymns and theological tracts to several biographies of Mani
b.

Patristic sources
(1) Prior to the discovery of various collections of Gnostic (which would
include Manichaean) works, the Patristic fathers were a major source
of information about the beliefs and practices of their opponents
(which raised cautions and criticisms about the value of the Patristic
evidence)
(2) Writings by Irenaeus, Hippolytus, Epiphanius and Augustine (to
name a few) often contain lengthy quotations from Gnostic works now
lost and until recently were the only source of information extant
(3) Recent discoveries of other lines of evidence, particularly Gnostic
writings, has provided independent verification of Gnostic beliefs and
practices and has demonstrated the objectivity and value of the
Patristic evidence

c.

Classical sources
(1) The Neoplatonists were involved head-on in conflict with the Gnostics
(and Manichaeans in particular) because the heresy sought converts
from Neoplatonic circles
(2) As discussed earlier, Plotinus, the founder of Neoplatonism, had
several lectures transcribed by his student Porphyry that directly
challenged Gnosticism, these lectures have been edited thematically in
Plotinus’ work called the Enneads
(3) Other Neoplatonists also wrote against the Gnostics including
Alexander of Lycopolis
(4) The Neoplatonic arguments were readily adopted and transformed by
Christian heresiologists
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C. Summary Conclusions
1.

In the next lecture we will investigate the life of Mani and his religious system

2.

We will survey Augustine’s response to Manichaeism

3.

We will think about the impact of his response and the vestiges of latent Gnosticism in our own day
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LESSON 14
Augustine’s Anti-Manichaean Works
Overview of the Lecture
This lecture continues the survey of Gnosticism and Manichaeism, providing a detailed
analysis of the life and influence of Mani and Augustine’s attraction to the sect prior to his
conversion. We will look closely at Augustine’s eventual break from Manichaeism and his
systematic treatment of it in his works. We will also consider the possible lingering unconscious effects that Manichaeism may have had on Augustine after his conversion. This
lecture begins a sub-series of lectures that investigate the literature that surrounds
Augustine’s treatment of specific controversies that thrived in his lifetime that he confronted.

Overview of the Readings
This week you will read two important treatments of Manichaeism by Augustine. The first
work, Against the Epistle of Mani called Fundamental, illustrates the value of Patristic sources
for the reconstruction of the no longer extant sources of their opponents. You will also get
a taste for Augustine’s unrelenting systematic treatment of the sect. The second work,
Concerning the Nature of Good, Against the Manichaeans, develops a very significant Augustinian theme that you have already encountered in the Enchiridion, namely that “Evil is the
absence of Good.” The supplemental reading provides an interesting article on
Augustine’s view of God (which is at the core of the Manichaean debate) and a widevariety of sources treating the persistence of Manichaeism in the Medieval period. These
sources include eye-witness accounts, Medieval Gnostic liturgies and scripture, and the
complete Canons of the Third Lateran Council, which attempted, in part, to deal with Medieval Gnostic sects. Enjoy!

Learning Outcomes: At the end of this lessson, you should be able to:
1.

Discuss some background information on Gnosticism and on Manichaeism

2.

Explain the impact of Manichaeism in the Medieval period

3.

Describe Augustine’s activities in the heresy, his conversion to Christianity and his
responses to the movement

4.

Compare the Manichaean belief system with Christian doctrine

5.

Analyze some of the practical implications of this heresy in our own day
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Required Work
Listen
Take careful notes on Lecture 14.
Supplement and expand your notes by a thoughtful integration of the outline provided.

Read
[Primary Sources] The Essential Augustine: Vol. II Practical, Controversial and Speculative Works:
Against the Epistle of Mani called Fundamental; and Concerning the Nature of Good, Against the
Manichaeans.
[Supplemental Readings] A Medieval Miscellany: Select Readings Week Fourteen:
“Augustine’s Idea of God,” and “Select Medieval Gnostic Sources,” pp. 277-315.

Reflect
1.

Please review your notes of the lecture and recollections of the reading(s), and in a
page, develop your ideas concerning one or two of the major themes raised in the
lecture.

2.

Please summarize Augustine’s idea that evil is the absence of good and its relevance to
the age-old debate about the origin of evil.

Apply
The question of the origins of evil is a perplexing theological debate that has consumed
both Christians and non-Christians for millennia (that is not to say that there is no answer
to the problem). What was the Gnostic solution for the origin of evil? Based on what you
have learned about Gnosticism, can you think of lingering examples of Gnostic thinking in
the contemporary church? In light of this, provide a thorough-going analysis of the commonly accepted adage “To love the sinner and hate the sin.” Does action exist apart from
the actor? What are the implications of this adage? Isn’t it more virtuous to love a sinner
who could never be separated from his/her sin apart from God’s grace?

Lecture Notes
Prayer: “My prayer has been, and is now, to the one true, almighty God, of whom, and
through whom, and in whom all things, that in opposing and refuting the heresy of you
Manichaeans, as you may after all be heretics more from thoughtlessness than from malice,
He would give me a calm and composed mind, and aiming at your recovery rather than at
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your discomfiture. For while the Lord, by His servants, overthrows the kingdom of error,
his will concerning erring men, as far as they are men, is that they should be amended
rather than destroyed. And in every case where, previous to the final judgment, God inflicts punishment, whether through the wicked or the righteous, whether through the
unintelligent or through the intelligent, whether in secret or openly, we must believe that
the designed effect is the healing of men, and not their ruin; while there is a preparation for
the final doom in the case of those who reject the means of recovery. Thus, as the universe
contains some things which serve for bodily punishment, as fire, poison, disease, and the
rest, and other things, in which the mind is punished, not by bodily distress, but by the
entanglements of its own passions, such as loss, exile, bereavement, reproach, and the like:
while other things, again, without tormenting are fitted to comfort and soothe the languishing, as, for example, consolations, exhortations, discussions, and such things; in all these
the supreme justice of God makes us sometimes even of wicked men, acting in ignorance,
and sometime good men, acting intelligently. It is ours, accordingly, to desire in preference
the better part, that we might attain our end in your correction, not by contention, and
strife, and persecutions, but by kindly consolation, by friendly exhortation, by quiet discussion; as it is written, ‘The servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle toward all
men, apt to teach, patient; in meekness instructing those that oppose themselves.’ It is ours,
I say, to desire to obtain this part in the work; it belongs to God to give what is good to
those who desire it and ask for it.” Augustine Against the Epistle of Mani called Fundamental I.
I.

An Introduction
A. Summary of Lecture 13
1.

Surveyed On Christian Doctrine

2.

Provided an overview of early Christian and medieval biblical interpretation

3.

Provided an introduction to Gnosticism with a view to Augustine’s antiManichaean works

B. Objectives
1.

To provide some background information on Gnosticism and on Manichaeism

2.

To note the impact of Manichaeism in the Medieval period

3.

To investigate Augustine’s activities in the heresy, his conversion to Christianity and his responses to the movement

4.

To compare the Manichaean belief system with Christian doctrine

5.

To consider some of the practical implications of this heresy in our own day
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II. Background Information on Gnosticism
A. General Comments About Manichaeism
1.

A major world religion that thrived from Spain to China for over 1600 years
a.

There were numerous converts in the Roman west, and in Augustine’s
time the religion was establishing a foothold in North Africa and Rome

b.

Because the religion was associated with Persia, Rome’s arch-enemy, it
was outlawed by penalty of death by the Emperor Diocletian in 297 making association with this cult very risky

c.

Relevant sources survive in Syriac, Middle Persian, Greek, Coptic, Arabic,
Arscadid and Sassanian Pahlavi, Sogdian, Uighur, Chinese and Latin illustrating the wide-spread popularity of this group and their ability to communicate their ideas in the vernacular (i.e.. the everyday language of
common speech)

2.

It is no small matter that Augustine, one of the greatest Christians of his era,
was captivated by this sect prior to his conversion for nine years!

3.

The movement was highly syncretistic combining ideas from Judeo-Christianity, Zoroastrianism and Buddhism

B. Overview of Gnosticism
1.

Some introductory comments
a.

Gnosticism is a religious system of which Manichaeism (and many other
named and unnamed sects) forms a subset

b.

Gnosticism is an extremely complicated and misunderstood religious
system
(1) Important to establish a working definition of Gnosticism in order to
understand the place of Mani and his religion
(2) In the midst of the confusion surrounding the definition of Gnosticism
is a debate concerning its origins and relationship to Judaism and more
critically to Christianity
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Definition of Gnosticism
a.

The English word know is related to the Greek word gnosis
(1) This religious system had at its core a desire for deliverance from the
snares of the material realm through revealed knowledge
(2) The Greek epignosis was a superlative term that meant supreme knowledge and was used by Christian heresiologists to describe true and
orthodox Christian understanding

b.

At the core of the debates concerning Gnosticism are disagreements over
the definition of the religious system
(1) There are many who hold to a broad definition loosely built around
the theme of dualism and the desire for salvation through higher
knowledge
(2) Others hold to a very narrow definition which necessitates the fulfillment of several things in order to be classified as Gnosticism
(3) Given the paucity of sources (until rather recently) there was a natural
tendency to err to the broader and less-specific definition for Gnosticism resulting in people finding Gnostics everywhere (which has an
important bearing on the question whether Gnosticism is pre-Christian
or not)
(4) Those who argue that Gnosticism is pre-Christian often go even further
and argue that the Christian message of salvation is in some way
dependent on the Gnostic system (for this and related matters I would
strongly recommend Edwin Yamauchi’s book Pre-Christian Gnosticism:
A Survey of the Proposed Evidences)

c.

According to the more narrow definition
(1) Careful distinction is made between ethical dualism (flesh vs. spirit;
right vs. wrong) and a cosmological dualism (a sinister god vs. a good
god)
(2) Hans Jonas, an eminent scholar on Gnosticism stated:
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“A Gnosticism without a fallen god, without a benighted creator and sinister creation,
without alien soul, cosmic captivity and a cosmic salvation, without a self-redeeming of
the Deity—in short: a Gnosis without a divine without divine tragedy will not meet specification.” H. Jonas in J. P. Hyatt, ed. The Bible and Modern Scholarship (1965), p. 293.
d. Gnosticism provided mythological/philosophical explanations for the
origin of evil and redemption in language familiar to Jews, Christians and
Hellenized pagans
(1) Along general lines, Gnostics taught that there was a rebellion against
a good and transcendent god of light led by a sinister god who was
responsible for the creation of matter (according to their myth, YHWH,
the Hebrew personal name for God)
(2) Along with the creation of matter was the creation of humankind who
were spirits trapped in bodies
(3) The specifics of this cosmogony vary between Gnostic systems
e.

Themes in the Gnostic redemption myth
(1) A cosmic drama whereby a heavenly Primal Man of Light falls and is
torn to pieces by demonic powers. These particles of light are encapsulated as sparks of light in the pneumatics of humankind.
(2) The demons try to stupefy the pneumatics by sleep and forgetfulness
so that they will forget their divine origin.
(3) The transcendent Deity sends another Being of Light (the Redeemer)
who descends into the demonic spheres, assuming the deceptive
garments of a bodily appearance in order to escape the notice of the
demons.
(4) The Redeemer is sent to awaken the pneumatics to the truth of their
divine origins and to give them the necessary gnosis to serve as passwords for their heavenly re-ascent.
(5) The Redeemer himself re-ascends first, defeating the demonic powers,
and thereby making a way for the spirits that will follow.
(6) Cosmic redemption is achieved when the souls of men are collected
and gathered upward; in which case the Redeemer himself is re-
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deemed, and the Primal man, who fell in thebeginning, is reconstituted to his heavenly origin.
f.

Relationship to Christianity
(1) According to the narrow definition, one would see Gnosticism developing out of Christianity (which is supported by the plain understanding of the available sources) and would suggest that any gnosticizing
tendencies in the NT reflect a proto-(or incipient) gnosticism and/or
reflects currents in Judaism
(2) A careful distinction is made between Docetism (from a Greek word
dokeo meaning to appear) and Gnosticism; the Docetics, who were
dualists that believed that the material flesh imprisoned the spirit and
was the source of misery and bad behavior, rejected the reality of
Jesus’ body; this group existed in later NT times and was clearly
denounced by the Apostle John in his first Epistle; all (later) Gnostics
were also Docetic (in belief), but one can not conclude that all Docetics
were Gnostics (the two groups are not mutually inclusive)
(3) Many, perhaps most prominently the eminent NT scholar Rudolph
Bultmann, regard Christianity to be a later development out of Gnosticism (which would be seen to undermine the authentic authority of the
Christian Gospel)
(4) Gnostic sources like the NHC, are post-Christian which forces those
who hold to a pre-Christian Gnosticism to apply Higher Critical models to the post-Christian Gnostic sources (and thereby to prove that
they contain pre-Christian elements), to argue from silence (i.e. to
draw conclusions based on the lack of sources) or to suggest that
Gnostic sects that existed in areas not influenced by Christianity provide evidence for a mythological system that developed independently from Christianity and (according to this tortured logic) provides
evidence for a kind of Gnostic system that might have existed prior to
Christianity; in any event, Manichaeism was, until recently, considered
to provide post Christian evidence for a model of Gnosticism that
developed independently from Christianity (and hence, the importance of this belabored discussion)

C. Manichaeism and Gnosticism
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1.

Prior to important discoveries of recent sources, Manichaeism was seen as an
oriental Gnostic system that had elements that were pre-Christian

2.

This idea was first developed in a dissertation by the 19th century NT scholar
F. C. Baur from Tübingen

3.

The discovery of Manichaean sources at the Turfan oasis in Chinese Turkestan
just prior to WWI began a feeding-frenzy of speculation concerning the origins
of the Gnostic Manichaean system
a.

This movement was led by a prominent scholar named R. Reitzenstein

b.

These ideas were, in part, supported by a romantic (mis)belief that eastern
(or oriental) sources are exotic, mystic and preserve more ancient material

c.

While the sources have proved to be of great interest and importance, they
in fact date to the 9th-10th century

d. More recent sources allow these sources to be evaluated with a more careful scrutiny
d. Most scholars reject the connections made by Reitzenstein
III. Mani and Manichaeism
A. The Life of Mani
1.

Sources on his life and activities
a.

Some autobiographical material survives in writings attributed to Mani

b.

Some Arabic biographical accounts
(1) In the 10th century an Arabic author by the name of An-Nadim wrote a
history of Arabic literature (Kitab al Fihrist) in which he deals with Mani
and Manichaeism in Book IX section one, preserving some fascinating
material which has been confirmed by earlier sources
(2) In the 12th century an Arabic author by the name of Al-Shahrastani
wrote a book on religious and philosophical sects which also makes
reference to Mani and Manichaeism
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Some Persian biographical accounts
(1) Details relating to the life of Mani in a section of a chronicle written by
Firdausi called the Shanameh (or King’s Book) Book V.472-75
(2) Albiruni, late 10th century historian, wrote Chronology of Ancient Nations which contains historical information on Mani

d. Most significantly is a near-contemporary Greek biographical account
(1) The Cologne Mani Codex, entitled Concerning the Origin of His Body
[i.e.. his sect] was first published in 1970 [See supplemental reading]
(2) It provides a life of Mani in a Greek translation from a Syriac original
dating to the late 3rd or early 4th century
(3) It is written on one of the earliest near-complete and smallest codecies
ever found
(4) This codex preserves fascinating material concerning the life of Mani
ironically validating material in an-Nadim and irrefutably showing
that Mani came out of a Jewish-Christian baptistic sect (and consequently was influenced by Christianity)
(5) The group out of which Mani had come was improperly associated with another Persian sect known as the Mandaeans; this has been
corrected by the discovery of the Cologne Mani Codex
2.

Activities
a.

Born in Seleucia-Ctesiphon in Mesopotamia and lived from 216-275/6

b.

His father, Patik, was a member of the Jewish-Christian baptistic sect
known as the Elchasaites
(1) He received revelations from the age of 12 from the Twin Spirit (Thomas Didymus, didymus being a Greek epithet for a twin or second
born; according to certain legends Thomas was thought to be the twin
of Christ)
(2) Mani system gradually developed and was highly syncretistic
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(3) By the age of 24 rejected Elchasaite purification through baptism and
began to teach purification through gnosis, making Mani a reformer of
the Elchasaites
c.

Mani had an itinerant ministry for over 30 years
(1) He was flamboyant and wore a blue cloak with red and green trousers!
and used a staff because he was apparently lame
(2) He was renown as an accomplished artist and writer
(3) He exercised demons, converted imperial rulers
(4) Missionaries were sent systematically throughout the world, conducting public debates, infiltrating philosophical lectures, translating their
works into the vernacular language and lavishly illustrating them
(5) He was patronized by the Sassanian King Shapur I but his successor,
influenced by a fanatical and envious Zoroastrian advisor had Mani
imprisoned and subsequently executed

d. Rival accounts of his death
(1) Some sources say that he was crucified (as a Messiah-figure)
(2) Other sources say that he was flayed, his skin was stuffed with straw
and hung over a gate to the city, which then assumed the name the
Mani Gate
(3) Another source has Mani decapitated and his body buried in what is
today SW Iran
B. Sources on Manichaeism
1.

Non-Manichaean sources
a.

Secular sources
(1) Arabic sources (in part, described above)
(2) Persian sources (in part, described above)
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(3) Greek: Alexander of Lycopolis The Tenets of the Manichaeans (also available in a Latin translation)
b.

Christian sources
(1) Arabic: Eutychius, Patriarch of Alexandria’s Annals (early 10th century)
(2) Syriac: the numerous works of Ephraem Syrus (4th century) and Esnig
a 5th century Armenian bishop
(3) Greek: the numerous works of Eusebius, Epiphanius, Cyril of Jerusalem, Titus of Bostra, Photius, John of Damascus and Petrus Siculus
(4) Latin: a semi-historical record of a disputation between Mani and
Archelaus, Bishop of Cascar in Mesopotamia (3rd century) and the
many works of Augustine

2.

Manichaean sources
a.

Mani was said to have authored a Gospel, a work entitled the Treasury of Life
(and probably an abridgment of the same), the Foundation Epistle, a work
entitled Articles, numerous Letters, the Pragmateia (a work on history), several works on astral religion and a picture book called the Eikon illustrating the central teachings of the sect, some of which are discussed below
(1) There were 7 canonical works
(2) Much of the Foundations Epistle and portions of the Treasury can be
reconstructed from Augustine’s extensive quotations as was the work
of an eminent North African Manichaean named Faustus whose work
is also extensively quoted in Augustine’s refutation of the same
(3) Mani and his disciples concerned themselves with book production,
adapting a characteristic script and illustrating their works

b.

In Syriac
(1) Living (or Great) Gospel
(2) Book of Mysteries
(3) Psalms and Prayers of Mani
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In Middle Persian: the Shahpuhrakan dedicated to King Shapur I

d. In Coptic
(1) 7 Coptic volumes discovered in 1930 in Egypt dating from the 4th-5th
centuries consisting of over 3,000 folios (pp.) originally translated from
Syriac to Greek and then to Coptic
(2) The largest portion is called the Kephalaia (headings, or perhaps Principle Articles) consisting of an encyclopedic handbook in the form of
lectures from Mani to his disciples
(3) A set of Homilies
(4) 20 Psalms by Thomas, Mani’s disciple
e.

3.

Texts discovered at the Turfan oasis in Chinese Turkestan (mentioned
above) while representing a later phase of development are of extreme
importance; they include doctrinal texts, hymns, prayers, rituals, confessional formularies, catechisms, letters of exhortation and epistles, commentaries, narrative material of historical and mythological and legendary
content, mural paintings and miniatures

Some concluding observations
a.

The study of Manichaeism has required the combined work of dedicated
scholars working in a number of specialized areas

b.

Some excellent resources are available at academic web sites dedicated to
the study of Manichaeism

C. The Manichaean System
1.

System grounded in a radical cosmological dualism of light and dark
a.

Cosmic conflict: between light and dark
(1) The Spirit is identified with light and matter (or Hyle) with darkness
(2) Description of the conflict
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The Prince of Darkness attacks the realm of light

ii. The God of Light sends an emanation of himself, called Primary
Man, to battle the demons and their leader Eblis
iii. The God of Light rescues Primordial Man, who had lost his five
pure elements: the gentle breeze, the wind, the light, the water and
the fire
b.

Creation: Matter comes into existence as a result of this cosmic conflict
(1) The five elements of darkness: smoke, burning, darkness, hot wind
and cloud, became mixed with the five pure elements trapping them;
these suffering elements were seen as a type of suffering Christ
(2) The God of Light used the mixed elements to create the material realm
as a scheme to liberate the imprisoned elements
(3) The human body was formed by demonic powers after a heavenly
prototype (an androgynous Adam/Eve)

2.

The Redemption Myth calls for the liberation of imprisoned light
a.

Reservoirs were established to collect liberated light
(1) Angels upheld ten heavens and eight earths along with the sun and the
moon
(2) The twelve constellations of the zodiac were formed as a cosmic device like a great wheel with buckets to capture the liberated light and
to pour it into the sun, where Primordial Man lived, and the moon
(3) The moon collected the light for the first half then poured it into the
sun for the second half (which was proven by the stages of the moon)

b. Because the human body was indwelled by spirits, which originatedfrom
heaven, humans could help liberate light
(1) Only the elect, who were the adepts of the sect, would leave this world
at death to go to the realm of light
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(2) The hearers served the elect, provided for their support and hoped at
death to be reincarnated as an elect or to return to life as a light-bearing plant in order to achieve salvation
c.

Consummation
(1) When all the light is liberated, a fire will begin which will burn for
1,468 years
(2) Then the Prince of Darkness and his demons will be sent to a pit beneath the kingdom of darkness

3.

Manichaean practice
a.

There were two levels: the elect and the hearers

b.

Women could be elect but could not hold office

c.

The group practiced various modes of asceticism
(1) Sexual intercourse was denounced
(2) Various dietary restrictions were also maintained; they practiced
vegetarianism because they believed it helped free trapped particles
(3) Augustine’s exposé on the Morals of the Manichaeans attacks the supercilious hypocrisy of the group

4.

While this system might seem altogether outlandish it obviously had popular
appeal
a.

Remember Augustine’s nine-year captivation with the sect

b.

Manichaeism provided simple mythological explanations for plaguing
eternal questions like the origin of evil, the creation of the world and
redemption

c.

The system was syncretistic and had broad appeal

d. The communal living must have been appealing in a world that was increasingly distressed and troubled
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Simple (mythological and astral religious) answers must have appealed to
a sense of pride

IV. Augustine and the Manichaeans
A. Augustine and the Manichaeans
1.

The appeal to Augustine
a.

Youthful arrogance
(1) Augustine confesses to have been carried away by a youthful naiveté
(2) Augustine’s attraction to Manichaeism

b.

It satisfied his ego
(1) It is likely that he found Christianity to be rather provincial and unsophisticated
(2) He was among the first generation of converts as the dangerous sect
made in-roads in Africa
(3) He must have been an important convert for the Manichaeans

c.

It provided an explanation for perplexing philosophical problems
(1) Manichaeism provided answers for deeply perplexing problems
(2) Augustine was able to use the Manichaean system to debate unlearned
Christians

d. It was an anti-establishment sect
(1) Manichaeism was despised by the Roman government and pagan
population
(2) The Manichaeans must have been seen as a dangerous threat to the
Christians as well
(3) His decision to join and persist with the Manichaeans reflects
Augustine’s attempt to spurn his mother’s faith
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It provided important contacts for him
(1) Augustine was immediately placed in contact with the most important
leaders of the sect
(2) Augustine used his Manichaean contacts when he moved to Rome for
the first time
(3) Manichaean contacts also made way for Augustine’s appointment to
teach rhetoric in Milan

f.

It provided a moral release from guilt
(1) Augustine was plagued by his own sexual immorality and lustful
desires
(2) The Manichaeans believed that evil existed apart from one’s will and
was the result of cosmic warfare described above (this is not altogether
dissimilar from the unorthodox Christian cliché to love the sinner and
hate the sin; as if the two could be separated. Wouldn’t it be more
virtuous to love the sinner?)
(3) Augustine would later develop, in response to this Gnostic illusion,
the notion that evil was the privation of good

2.

Augustine’s break from the sect (reviewed in an earlier lecture)
a.

The influence of Monica

b.

The writings of Plotinus

c.

The ministry of Ambrose

B. Augustine’s Refutation
1.

Augustine’s Anti-Manichaean works (in chronological order)
a.

The Customs of the Catholic Church and the Customs of the Manichaeans

b.

Commentary on Genesis, against the Manichaeans

c.

The Usefulness of Belief
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d

Proceedings against Fortunatus the Manichaean

e.

The “Two Souls,” against the Manichaeans

f.

Against Adimantus

g.

Against the Manichaean Letter They Call “The Foundation”

h.

Against Faustus the Manichaean

i.

Against the Manichaean Secundinus, with a letter by Secundinus

j.

The Nature of Good, against the Manichaeans

k.

Proceedings against Felix the Manichaean

A brief description of his anti-Manichaean polemic
a.

Negative attacks
(1) Adopted from his friend Nebridius (and had also been used in a
modified form against Gnostics by Irenaeus and others) Irenaeus said:

“If God permitted the creation of such things [defects and evil], because powerless to prevent them, then He was not omnipotent; but if He had the power to prevent and did not,
then He was a deceiver and a hypocrite, the slave of necessity.” Irenaeus Against Heresy
II.V.2
(2) Basically the line of arguments begins with the assumption (held by
orthodox and Manichaeans) that God is incorruptible and therefore not
subject to injury or suffering which would then render meaningless an
opposing system of darkness because if God cannot suffer loss or
injury nothing can happen to him, or against him in any way
(3) Augustine must have considered the logic of this argument decisive,
because he uses it in one form or another at every turn
(4) The argument has theological, cosmological, anthropological and
moral implications
b.

Positive attacks
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(1) Augustine insisted that the whole debate hinged on the recognition
that God was not corporeal but that He was supreme
(2) Augustine readily employed Neoplatonic arguments including:
i.

That God is the transcendent source of all out of nothing (creatio ex
nihilo)

ii. That the soul is immaterial
iii. That evil is the negation of good (Augustine’s solution to the
problem of evil)
iv. That moral beings sinned willfully
V. Some Practical Insights and Conclusions
A. One Should Keep in Mind that Augustine’s Energies as a Recent Convert Were
Turned to This Complicated Philosophical and Theological Issue
B. Augustine’s Preoccupation with Genesis is Directly Related to His Efforts Against
the Manichaeans
C. Augustine Employed Sound, Succinct, Logical and Clear Arguments
D. Augustine Was Intimately Familiar with the Manichaean System
E. Augustine Was Always Gracious, Patient and Magnanimous Toward Heretics (but
somewhat impatient toward schismatics as we will see in the next lecture)
F. That Latent Forms of Gnosticism are Prevalent in Our Own Day Within the Church
and Outside (making Augustine’s works of huge significance and relevance for us
as well)
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LESSON 15
Augustine’s Anti-Donatist Works
Overview of the Lecture
This lecture looks at schism in the early church and some of the motivating factors that give
rise to this complex response to orthodoxy. We will investigate, in detail, the emergence
and influence of the Donatist Schism and Augustine’s response to that movement. Augustine refined his own ecclesiology, which was of such importance in the Medieval period
and for Catholic theologians in the Reformation who saw Protestants as neo-Donatist
schismatics.

Overview of the Readings
This week you will read from two sources. First you will read portions of Augustine’s On
Baptism, Against the Donatists. The question of sacramentalism versus sacerdotalism, especially as it pertained to the administration of Baptism and the question of whether a second
baptism was necessary or legitimate, was at the heart of the Donatist controversy. This
work systematically deals with this issue and ranges into Augustine’s treatment of historical tradition as he confronts the Donatists’ assertion that their baptismal practices were
supported by Cyprian, the former Bishop of Carthage. The second work is a letter written
by Augustine to a Roman official named Boniface, invoking his protection and support of
the Roman church. This writing was of great importance in Medieval and Reformation
times as others (like Charlemagne and Luther) attempted to work out the relationship
between the church and the state. The supplemental reading provides an insightful analysis of Augustine’s practical theology of human values by an outstanding patristic scholar.
Enjoy!

Learning Outcomes: At the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
1.

Give a clear and comprehensive overview of the origins and the nature of schism in
general and the Donatist schism in particular

2.

Discuss the relevance of Augustine’s response to the Donatists in the Medieval and
Reformation periods, especially Augustine’s evolving ecclesiology

3.

Explain issues relating to this controversy including sacramentalism, sacerdotalism
and the role of governmental authority in ecclesiastical matters

4.

Evaluate the implications of schism in our own day
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Required Work
Listen
Take careful notes on Lecture 15.
Supplement and expand your notes by a thoughtful integration of the outline provided.

Read
[Primary Sources] The Essential Augustine: Vol. II Practical, Controversial and Speculative Works:
On Baptism, Against the Donatists, Books 1-2; The Correction of the Donatists (Letter CLXXXV)
[Supplemental Readings] A Medieval Miscellany: Select Readings Week Sixteen: “The Resurrection and Augustine’s Theology of Human Values,” pp. 316-335.

Reflect
1.

Please review your notes of the lecture and recollections of the reading(s), and in a
page, develop your ideas concerning one (or two) of the major themes raised in the
lecture.

2.

Please summarize Augustine’s view on schismatic and/or heretical baptism.

Apply
Schismatic movements have had a powerful influence on the course of church history, both
negatively and positively. Please summarize the difference between a schism and a heresy. Which is worse, and why? Do you find it ironic that Augustine was able to adapt and
use Tychonius’ Rules in On Christian Doctrine, which you read earlier? Evaluate the observation that Protestants are a schism from the Catholic Church.

Lecture Notes
In the essentials unity, in the non-essentials liberty, but in all things love
Prayer: “O God of truth, slow to anger and filled with loving kindness, help us, Your
instruments, to be motivated to serve You with untiring gentleness: To love people while
we destroy errors; to embrace truth while shunning pride; and to strive for truth without
cruelty to those in error. We pray for those who we refute and convince of error. And we
pray that we might live and persevere in Christ, that we might be multiplied and abound
in God’s love, in love toward each other and in love toward all people, as members of a
family well-loved.” Adapted after Augustine’s Single Baptism, against Petilian I.31.
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An Introduction
A. Summary of Lecture 14
1.

Provided some background information on Gnosticism and on Manichaeism

2.

Considered the impact of Manichaeism in the Medieval period

3.

Investigated Augustine’s activities in the heresy, his conversion to Christianity
and his responses to the movement

4.

Surveyed the Manichaean belief system and to compare those beliefs with
Christian doctrine

5.

Considered some of the practical implications of this heresy in our own day

B. Objectives
1.

To provide a clear and comprehensive overview of the origins and the nature
of schism in general and the Donatist schism in particular

2.

To survey Augustine’s response to the Donatists and its relevance in the Medi
eval and Reformation periods, especially Augustine’s evolving ecclesiology

3.

To explore issues relating to this controversy including sacramentalism,
sacerdotalism and the role of governmental authority in ecclesiastical matters

4.

To reflect on the implications of schism in our own day

II. Introductory Remarks
A. Practical Reflections
1.

Imagine the setting of post WWII in Germany
a.

Many return to their churches after the shame and degradation of the war

b.

Life resumes and people try to rebuild their broken world

c.

How does the church intervene in controversies?
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(1) Do congregations accept back those who were actively involved with
the Nazi’s or the SS?
(2) What do you do to those who went into hiding when the local Christians were persecuted in order to preserve their possessions?
(3) What kind of restoration policies are established (if any)?
(4) Can traitors be restored to the ministry?
2.

The crises and compromise that feed these controversies are regrettably always
with us

3.

Is it fair to argue, from an earthly perspective, that the Bride of Christ is hopelessly divided by controversy and schism?

4.

a.

To what extent does your denomination (or Protestantism generally) reflect
schismatic tendencies?

b.

What former religious associations will those people (i.e. the elect) have
had who will populate heaven (from every kindred, race and people)?

Keep in mind our earlier discussions on the nature and meaning of schism

B. Theological Development
1.

2.

Our contemporary preoccupations
a.

Theological concerns and preoccupations evolve

b.

The predominant concern for Protestants is soteriological

Reformation concerns
a.

The Reformation marked a period of severe controversy which changed
the course of the church

b.

There was a clash between Scripture and tradition (as the two were improperly juxtaposed)

c.

There was also a clash between soteriology and ecclesiology
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(1) The legacy of Augustine was at the center of the firestorm of controversy
(2) Augustine’s works on ecclesiology developed against the Donatists
seemed to contradict his works on soteriology developed against the
Pelagians causing Catholic and Protestant theologians to ask, “Which
Augustine should be followed?”
3.

Developments since the Enlightenment
a.

The loss of authority (biblical and historical) and the rise of a secular individualism has resulted in a Protestant “priesthood of the believer gone
mad”

b.

Secular themes of power and authority have given rise to abusive settings
in Protestantism

c.

There is a dire need for the contemporary church to establish a biblical
ecclesiology
(1) The significance of ecclesiology
(2) The church teeters between the extremes of one tyrannical Pope and
thousands of tyrants disguising their abuse under the cloak of elderrule or charisma
(3) There is regrettably a disregard for tradition and an ignorance of
biblical models of authority and rule (particularly the model of a
Gentle Shepherd)
(4) Relevant parallels between the rudder-less abuses of the contemporary church led by modern Circumcellions and the abuses that Augustine opposed in his own day

C. The Nature of Schism
1.

Introductory comments
a.

What is the nature of the church?
(1) Is the church for believers only? What about the lost or fallen?
(2) Or, is the church for pure believers?
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As mentioned earlier, there is a political, economic, social and cultural
caste to schism (and for that matter to denominations)

The quest for the pure church
a.

Schismatics strive to have the true church
(1) This obviously implies that those outside their walls or community
are impure and corrupt
(2) This mentality leads to pride pretending that they alone are right and
that their tradition is grounded on a historical foundation more
prestigious and authoritative than Christ’s disciples

b.

Schismatics have a fundamentally flawed anthropology
(1) They believe they attain to a purity
(2) They lack a theology of forgiveness and restoration

3.

The question of ecclesiastical authority
a.

Apostles
(1) Every ecclesiastical tradition seeks apostolicity
(2) Catholics seek authority in Peter, the Copts in Peter’s nephew Mark,
the Greek’s in Peter’s brother Andrew and the Protestants in Peter’s
(opponent?) Paul, the Mormons in Present-day Apostles

b.

Prophets
(1) Gifts versus offices
(2) The attraction of the charismatic leader

c.

Martyrs
(1) There has been a long-standing tradition that those who die for their
beliefs have a vested power
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(2) This found visible expression in Augustine’s day with the rise of the
cult of the saints
(3) This idea persists in Protestant circles with those who trace their spiritual lineage through a Foxes Book of Martyrs or a Trail of Blood
d. Seminarians?!
4.

The question of the role and function of the church sacraments
a.

Does God convey His blessings of grace independently of His chosen
vessels through the sacrament (known as sacramentalism) or through the
proclamation of the Scriptures?

b.

Or, does God work in and through chosen vessels, dedicated to Him
(known as sacerdotalism)?

c.

This obviously raises related questions of interest
(1) Can fallen vessels thwart God’s work?
(2) Are the sacraments vested with power?

III. Historical Background
A. The Driving Issues Motivating Schism
1.

2.

A high idealism
a.

Regarding the pure church

b.

Regarding suffering and martyrdom

A driving pessimism
a.

Regarding their view of other professing believers

b.

Regarding the necessary stringents to protect purity

c.

Regarding their view of Apostolic authority

B. A Brief Historical Overview of Schisms
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Introductory comments
a.

Not isolated to religious movements

b.

Schism is the movement of the superior fringe

c.

Schisms is motivated by strong political and economic ideas
(1) These groups often attract people from lower socio-economic levels
(2) These groups promise power to those who are disenfranchised
(3) These groups responded against the growing incursions of a centralized church (ecclesiastical imperialism) to maintain their regional
identity

d. It often includes fringe eschatalogical ideas or are adamantly millenarian
2.

3.

Pagan religious examples
a.

Religio-philosophical groups

b.

Sects seeking restoration of the pure way

In Judaism
a.

Reflected in groups like the Essenes and the Theraputae

b.

Some of the characteristics these groups share in common
(1) Believed that the traditional seats of power were corrupt or compromised
(2) Retreated from the mainstream and practiced communal living
(3) Held to stringent practices and had traditions of suffering and persecution

4.

In Islam

5.

Schism in the early Church
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d. Cyprian and the lapsed
e.

The Melitian movement

f.

Others

C. An Overview of the Rise of the Donatist Movement
1.

2.

Some introductory observations
a.

The Donatist Schism broke out during the Diocletian persecution (303-305)
and flourished in the 4th and early 5th centuries

b.

The imperial government in 411 declared the church led by Augustine to
be the true church of North Africa

c.

Its continued existence can be traced to the Muslim invasion in the 7th
century

The origins and history of the movement
a.

The immediate cause of the schism
(1) Many clergy lapsed and handed over the Scriptures to the persecuting
authorities to be burned (these lapsed clergy were called betrayers,
from the Latin traditores)
(2) A group of faithful confessors from Abitina in western Tunisia, while
in prison, denounced the traditores (see Acta Saturnini 18, PL 8.701)
(3) The clergy at Carthage, led by an archdeacon named Caecilian, disapproved of the Abitini confessors’ intolerance; Caecilian was later accused of preventing food to be delivered to the confessors in the
prison

© Copyright 2000 by OUTREACH, INC., Grand Rapids, Michigan, U.S.A.

Augustine and Medieval Theology

b.

Learning Guide 185

The opposition came to a head in 311 when the Bishop of Carthage died
and Caecilian was consecrated to place him
(1) Caecilian faced considerable opposition from enemies in Carthage as
well as from the Numidian clergy, who had recently received the
authority to consecrate the bishop at Carthage
(2) Opposition was orchestrated by Donatus, a bishop from the Numidian
town of Case Nigrae, who had already caused a controversy by rebaptizing clergy who had lapsed (Optatus, Against the Donatists 1.24; Augustine, Brev. Coll. c. Don. 3.12.24)

c.

In 312 a council of 70 bishops held in Carthage deposed Caecilian on the
grounds that his election was uncanonical, that he was undisciplined and
cruel toward the confessors (Augustine, Brev. Coll. c. Don. 3.12.26; Anon.,
Liber contra Fulgentium Donatistam 26, PL 43.774, a 5th century Catholic tract)
(1) The deacon Majorinus who was a chaplain for a wealthy Spanish
woman named Lucilla
(2) Lucilla had a falling-out with Caecilian prior to the Diocletianic persecution which exacerbated matters (Augustine Unit. eccl. 25.73, PL
43.443)
(3) Majorinus died shortly thereafter and was replaced by Donatus

d. Constantine attempted to resolve the brewing controversy
(1) Constantine accepted Caecilian as the rightful Bishop of Carthage,
provided him a subsidy, ordered that clergy in support of Caecilian
were exempt from municipal taxes and threatened to prosecute those
who opposed Caecilian (Eusebius, H.E. 10.5.15-17; 10.6-7)
(2) Caecilian’s opponents appealed to Constantine (Augustine, Ep. 88.2)
(3) Constantine delegated the matter to the Bishop of Rome, Militiades,
who had been from Africa; he decided against Donatus (Optatus,
Against the Donatists 1.24; Augustine, Ep. 43.5. 14-15)
e.

The Donatists appealed again to Constantine
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(1) They alleged that one of Caecilian’s consecrators, Felix Bishop of
Aptunga, had been a traitor making the consecration invalid so
Constantine set up a larger council to investigate the matter (Optatus,
Against the Donatists 1.25; Eusebius H.E. 10.5.21-24)
(2) The council, which met at Arles in 314 decided again in favor of Caecilian (Augustine, C. Cresc. 3.71.82; Ad Don. post Coll. 33.56)
(3) In a trail held in 320 it was shown that the major opponents of Caecilian in Numidia had also been traditores
f.

Donatism consolidates and grows in North Africa
(1) Donatus defied the emperor’s decision and held a council in 336 of 270
bishops (Optatus, Against the Donatists 3.3; Augustine Ep. 93.43)
(2) Donatus’s appeal to the Emperor Constans in 346 or 347 failed and
ended in his exile (Optatus, Against the Donatists 3.1, 3)
(3) An imperial commission attempting to unify North African Churches
under Catholic control aroused popular resistance in Carthage in 348
and the Emperor Julian (the Apostate) allowed Donatists free-reign
and to grow rapidly (Optatus, Against the Donatists 2.16-18, 3.4; Augustine C. Litt. Petil. 3.97.224)

g.

The Donatists become the majority (catholic?) church in North Africa
(Jerome, Vir. ill. 93, written in 392; Augustine C. Cresc. 3.56.62, 4.3.3, 4.48.58)
(1) Only a few towns in North Africa refused to revert to Donatism, the
most notable exception being Augustine’s hometown of Thagaste
(2) The Donatists were consolidated under the long episcopacy of
Pamenian, Donatist Bishop of Carthage and produced leaders like
Tyconius

h.

Donatism faces serious setbacks and challenges
(1) The Donatists faced a temporary schism in their own party between
393-398 which was contained (Augustine Ep. 43.9.26)
(2) The Donatists lost credibility by supporting the Count Gildo’s ill-fated
rebellion against imperial authorities from 397-398
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(3) Catholic opposition is led by Augustine and Aurelius, the Catholic
Bishop of Carthage
(4) The Catholics once again appealed to the Emperor Honorius in 405
who decided against the Donatists and promulgated edicts against
them denouncing them as heretics, banning their churches and confiscating their property (Cod. Theod. 16.5.37-38, and 6.4-5)
(5) At a council of Catholic and Donatist bishops held in 412, the imperial
authority again decided against the Donatists and passed a severe
judgment against them (Cod. Theod. 16.5.52)
(6) The movement lived on quietly until subsumed by the Muslim invasion of North Africa (647-750)
3.

The ideas and the doctrines of the Donatists
a.

Sought to maintain historical continuity with the pre-Constantinian church
of North Africa with ideas similar to those of Tertullian (who himself was a
Montanist in the latter of his ministry) and of Cyprian

b.

Sought to establish a pure church which they considered to be a closed
body

c.

Believed that Rome had an apocalyptic role in persecuting the true church
and that the Catholic church had lost its authority because of association
with Rome

d. Motivated by genuine socio-economic concerns which sought to advocate
for their disenfranchised followers
(1) Carried out attacks against abusive landowners forcing them to cancel
debts and forcing them to do slave-labor (Optatus Against the Donatists
3.4)
(2) This also gave rise to the infamous roaming brigands known as the
Circumcellions who carried out violent attacks even against Catholic
clergy
e.

Had an enthusiastic liturgy

D. Some Summary Observations
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IV. Augustine and the Donatists
A. Augustine’s Refutation
1.

Augustine’s anti-Donatist writings (in chronological order, not including pertinent letters [such as the Letter to Boniface and homilies)
a.

Psalm against the Donatists

b.

Against the Letter of Parmenian

c.

Baptism, against the Donastists

d. Against the Book of Petilian the Donatist

2.

e.

Against Cresconius

f.

Single Baptism, against Petilian

g.

Proceedings of the Conference of Carthage

h.

Summary of the Proceedings of the Conference with the Donatists

i.

To the Donatists after the Conference

j.

Debate with Emeritus, Donatist Bishop of Caesarea

k.

Against Gaudentius, Donatist Bishop of Timgad

Augustine’s main line of argument
a.

Augustine’ earliest response was a Psalm written early in his career
(1) Written for the simplest people to understand the errors of Donatism
in a memorable format
(2) It is filled with tolerance and grace and concludes with a fervent appeal for the stray to return to the Mother Church

b.

Augustine’s first extensive treatment of the schism was a treatise answering the letter written and circulated by Parmenian the Donatist Bishop
of Carthage (who had died by that time)

© Copyright 2000 by OUTREACH, INC., Grand Rapids, Michigan, U.S.A.

Augustine and Medieval Theology

c.

Learning Guide 189

Augustine’s most significant work against the Donatists was his third,
dealing with the question of Baptism
(1) Although it consists of 7 books, the first four are the most significant
(2) Augustine attempts to counter the Donatists’ appeal to Cyprian which
forces Augustine (much like Luther centuries later) to deal with the
relationship between tradition and authority

d. Augustine also responded to a letter circulated by Petilianus, the Donatist
Bishop of Cirta
(1) The first section is intended to teach Augustine’s own people concerning the errors of Donatism
(2) The second section deals with Petilianus’s letter point by point
e.

A work of great interest is Augustine’s letter to Boniface, Tribune and later
Count in North Africa
(1) The letter was written later in his ministry
(2) Augustine deals with issues relating to the relationship between
church and civil authority
(3) These ideas found expression in Charlemagne who under the inspiration of Augustine sought to establish the City of God on earth

f.

Other works include
(1) A pastoral letter to his congregation on the unity of the church
(2) A reply to a Donatist layperson named Cresconius, who had come to
the defense of Petilianus
(3) Numerous references scattered through Augustine’s letters and homilies

g.

Some concluding ideas
(1) The controversy forced Augustine to define his ecclesiology (of great
significance in the Medieval and the Reformation periods)
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(2) The controversy forced Augustine to define his sacramental theology
(of great significance in the Medieval period)
B. The Main Issues in Dispute
1.

The question of the seat of authority
a.

Was authority to be found in church tradition, councils, the individual authority of the local bishop or Scripture

b.

What is one to do if Scripture is silent concerning a matter or these authorities are in conflict?

c.

Augustine defines his own concept of the transmission of authority
(1) He regarded Scripture as the ultimate authority, writing:

“Who can fail to be aware that the sacred canon of Scripture, both the Old and New Testament, is confined within its own limits, and that it stands so absolutely in a superior position to all later letters of the bishops, that about it we can hold no matter of doubt or disputation whether what is confessedly contained in it is right and true;” (Against the Book of
Petilian the Donatist III.3)
(2) He provisionally accepted ecclesiastical authority (i.e. church tradition) but recognized that it was potentially problematic, writing:
“but that all the letters of bishops that have been written, or are being written, since the
closing of the canon, are liable to be refuted if there be anything contained in them which
strays from the truth, either by discourse of some one who happens to be wiser in the
matter than themselves, or by the weightier authority and more learned experience of other
bishops, or by the authority of Councils;” (Against the Book of Petilian the Donatist III.3)
(3) He also provisionally accepted counciliar authority (when there was a
wide representation) but recognized that this was potentially problematic as well, writing:
“and further, that the Councils themselves, which are held in the several districts and
provinces must yield, beyond all possible doubt, to the authority of the universal Church
which are formed for the whole Christian world; and that even of the universal Councils,
the earlier are often corrected by those which follow them when by some actual experiment, things are brought to light which were before concealed, and that is known which
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previously lay hid, and this without any whirlwind of sacrilegious pride, without any
puffing of the neck through arrogance, without any strife of jealous hatred, simply with
holy humility, catholic peace and Christian love.” (Against the Book of Petilian the Donatist
III.3)
2.

The question of the nature of the true church
a.

Augustine draws on powerful images to argue for the unity of the true and
Catholic church
(1) Drawing on language found in Tertullian and Cyprian, the church is
referred to as their Mother, drawing on biblical references
(2) He also makes reference to the church as a dove and bride

b.

Augustine maintains the four traditional aspects of the church
(1) He insists on its Unity
(2) He insists on its Universality (or Catholicity)
(3) He insists on its Sanctity (or Holiness)
(4) He insists on its Apostolicity

3.

The question of an imperial policy toward schismatics

4.

The question of the significance of baptism
a.

He explores its origin in God himself, thus qualifying to be a genuine
sacrament

b.

He sees baptism as integrally associated with the Gospel

c.

He attempts to differentiate between the gift of baptism and its proper use

d. He insists that baptism does not derive validity from the place where it is
received or from the association of the one who administers it
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V. Practical Insights and Conclusions
A. Augustine was Forced by His Response to Donatism to Define Critical Issues of
Theology and Practice
B. Augustine’s Ideas Lie at the Core of Later Theological Developments and Controversies
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LESSON 16
Augustine’s Anti-Pelagian Works
Overview of the Lecture
This lecture is the first of a two-part analysis of the Pelagian controversy. You will learn
about the rise of the Pelagian movement and its divisive impact on the Church in late
antiquity. We will also review Augustine’s response to the movement. The soteriological
ideas that Augustine developed in response to the Pelagians, particularly regarding grace
and the will, persisted at the core of debates throughout the medieval period and were of
particular interest to Protestants who used these ideas to counteract Augustine’s Catholic
ecclesiology during the Reformation.

Overview of the Readings
This week you will read Augustine’s On the Spirit and the Letter which is a thorough analysis of whether a person can live a sinless life or not. Augustine argues for the absolute
need for grace if anyone is to live a pleasing life before God. The supplemental readings
provides a thought-provoking analysis of Augustine’s ideas concerning the Person and
work of Christ and the soul which were at the center of anthropological issues raised in the
Pelagian controversy. Enjoy!

Learning Outcomes: At the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
1.

Discuss the background to the debate over sin and individual capability

2.

Give an overview of the Pelagian controversy

3.

Explain Augustine’s response to the Pelagian crisis

4.

Evaluate the relevance of the issues at the core of the debate in our own day

Required Work
Listen
Take careful notes on Lecture 16.
Supplement and expand your notes by a thoughtful integration of the outline provided.
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Read
[Primary Sources] The Essential Augustine: Vol. II Practical, Controversial and Speculative Works:
On the Spirit and the Letter.
[Supplemental Readings] A Medieval Miscellany: Select Readings Week Seventeen: “Christ
and the Soul.”

Reflect
1.

Please review your notes of the lecture and recollections of the reading(s), and in a
page, develop your ideas concerning one or two of the major themes raised in the
lecture.

2.

Please summarize Augustine’s view of the law and human responsibility.

Apply
At the heart of moral theology is the driving assumption that righteousness is an achievable goal. Can people live righteously unaided by divine grace? How can people be held
responsible for not keeping the law when they are essentially unable to do so? How does
Augustine deal with these perplexing issues? How do you understand the relationship
between Divine Sovereignty and human responsibility?

Lecture Notes
Prayer: “There are some, moreover, who either do not pray at all, or pray coldly, because
from the Lord’s words, they have learned that God knows what is necessary for us before
we ask it of Him. Must the truth of this declaration be given up, or do we suppose that it
ought to be erased from the Gospel because of such people? On the contrary, since it is
clear that God has prepared some things to be given even to thos who do not pray for
them, such as the beginning of faith, and other things not to be given except to those who
pray for them, such as perseverance even unto the end, certainly he who thinks that he has
this latter from himself does not pray to have it. Therefore we must take care unless, while
we are afraid of exhortation growing lukewarm, prayer should be stifled and arrogance
stimulated.” (Augustine, On the Gift of Perseverance 39 [XVI])
I.

An Introduction
A. Summary of Lecture 15
1.

Provided an overview of the origins and the nature of schism in general and
the Donatist schism in particular
© Copyright 2000 by OUTREACH, INC., Grand Rapids, Michigan, U.S.A.

Augustine and Medieval Theology

Learning Guide 195

2.

Surved Augustine’s response to the Donatists and its relevance in the Medieval and Reformation periods, especially Augustine’s evolving ecclesiology

3.

Explored various issues relating to this controversy
a.

Sacramentalism versus sacerdotalism

b. The role of governmental authority in ecclesiastical matters
c.

The nature and meaning of church

4.

To reflect on the implications of schism in our own day

5.

We came to see that the one of the qustions of the Reformation surrounded the
interpretation of Augustine, whether he was to be followed in his ecclesiology
(revealed in his anti-Donatitst writings) or in his soteriology (revealed in his
anti-Pelagian writings and discussed below)

B. Began to Set the Stage for the Medieval Period
1.

2.

Medieval developments
a.

The cult of the virgin Mary

b.

The importance of the church

c.

Augustine as a cornerstone for Medieval and Reformation theology

The challenges of interpreting Augustine
a.

He was growing in faith, experience and intellect

b.

These developments are always rather unsystematic, yet the historian
desire to systematize, organize and sanitize the past for our own convenience or purposes

c.

There is a danger boxing a genius into a narrow cubbyhole
(1) It is an absolute disservice to the individual
(2) It is highly anachronistic
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(3) It is important to realize that everyone has unresolvable inconsistencies in their belief systems
(4) It is important to realize the distinction between someone’s work
in relationship to their pastoral ministry versus their more formal
theological work (i.e. one might have idealistic theological ideas that
are quickly reduced to the practical realities of life when employed in
the daily ministry: this was true for Augustine, Calvin and these like
many others were sensitive to their context and wore appropriate hats
so-to-speak)
3.

There is a long history behind the questions raised by the Pelagians
a.

Debated by the Greeks

b.

Debated by Hellenistic Jews

c.

Questions were raised relating to these issues by earlier Church Fathers

d. The debates crystalizes in Augustine’s time
C. Objectives
1.

To explore the background to the debate over sin and individual capability

2.

To provide an overview of the Pelagian controversy

3.

To begin to investigate Augustine’s response to the Pelagian crisis

4.

To reflect on the relevance of the issues at the core of the debate in our own
day

II. Preliminary Comments on Grace and Free Will
A. Theological Issues at Stake
1.

The question of sin
a.

What is the source of evil and sin

b.

What is the relationship between Adam’s sin and human nature
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(1) How (if at all) is the sin nature (which is apparently inanimate) passed
to others?
(2) How are others held responsible for Adam’s sin?
2.

3.

Anthropological questions
a.

Is the will free and unhindered?

b.

Can a person live a perfect life?

c.

What kind of nature do humans have?

Questions concerning God’s justice
a.

What is the purpose of the law?

b.

Are people capable of pleasing God through proper behavior?

c.

Can a person live a perfect life?

d. If grace is sovereign and sin unavoidable, how can a just God demand
human responsiblity for sin?
4.

Questions concerning grace and providence
a.

What is the purpose of grace?

b.

Does grace supercede or interfere with human will?

c.

Can the will thwart grace?

B. The impact of this controversy on later historical developments
1.

The issues at the core of the Pelagian controversy are questions that are frequently a matter of debate

2.

The idea in history
a.

Each person is likely familiar with discussing questions relating to the
consequences of Adam’s sin, its effect on humankind and the relationship
between sin and individual capability
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b.

A modified version of Pelagiansim became popular in the Medieval period

c.

These questions were directly related to issues at the center of the Reformation
(1) The system of sacramentalism was supported by a semi-Pelagianism
that supported the notion of limited human capability
(2) It is not surprising that Luther said that if all his works were to perish
he would hope to keep along with his translation of Scripture his
commentary on Galatians (which deals with issues of works) and his
Bondage of the Will (written in response to Erasmus’s Freedom of the Will);
Luther said that Erasmus was one of his only other contemporaries
that genuinely understood the real issue at the core of the Reformation, namely, the question of the will

d. In a very real sense these issues have been revived during the course of the
Enlightenment resulting in a belief in the unhindered capabilities of humankind (notwithstanding the absolute horrors of the 20th century), a
belief intimately related to Post-modernism
III. An Overview of Pelagianism
A. Historical Background to the Development of the Ideas
B. An Overview of the Rise of the Movement
1.

Some preliminary issues
a.

There is a great deal of debate over the exact identification and extent of
the Pelagian corpus

b.

Prior to 1934, apart from quotations preserved in Augustine’s writings, the
only known extant writings by Pelagius himself were letters to Demetrias
and to Celantia, each surviving in corrupt texts

c.

In 1934 twenty-seven items were added to the corpus
(1) The identifications were made by G. de Plinval using a methodology
that identified texts based on parallelisms and similarities in words
and grammatical styles
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(2) While accepted entirely by some, de Plinval’s methodology has been
severely criticized resulting in a rejection or reduction of his conclusions (one of the most serious criticisms reduces Pelagius’s works to
12: 7, complete works including 5 letters his statement of faith (known
as the Libellus fidei) sent to Pope Innocent I and his Commentary on the 13
Pauline Epistles (recently translated into English) and 5 fragmentary
works
(3) This on-going debate underscores the importance of Augustine’s
works as a source for Pelagius’s ideas
d. Pelagius’s Commentary on the Thirteen Pauline Epistles is of special importance
(1) It provides access to Pelagius’s ideas outside the context of the theological debate with Augustine and others
(2) It is believed that Pelagius used the Vulgate rather than the Old
Latins (ie the Vetus Latina or Itala) which might suggest (if the quotations are not updated to the biblical text familiar to copiests) that the
readings reflect some of the earliest citations from the Vulgate
available (remember that Jerome was laboring on the Vulgate at this
time)
2.

The life and works of Pelagius
a.

Pelagius (350-ca 425) was a British-born monk who founded a movement
that emphasized free will and good works

b.

He was well educated and by 390 was the head of an ascetical reform
group in Rome

c.

Among his early followers were Coelestius and Rufinus the Syrian

d. The movement never had the wide-spread cohesiveness that other heretical groups enjoyed
(1) It was hammered very early and decisively by the western fathers, led
by Augustine
(2) The movement was always a step ahead of the devastation accompanying the fall of Rome and in reality expressed a wide-spread re sponse to those political and economic circumstances
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(3) Pelagius never vaunted himself as a charismatic lease
3.

Controversy in the West

4.

The later history of the movement

B. The Ideas and Doctrines of the Pelagians
1.

The major issue at stake was the relationship between free will and divine
activity
a.

It was not an either/or issue

b.

Pelagius wrote a book called Defense of the Freedom of the Will in which
he stated

“. . . we have implanted in us by God a possibility for acting in both directions. It resembles, as I may say, a root which is abundant in its produce of fruit. It yields and produces diversely according to man’s will; and is capable, at the cultivator’s own choice, of
either shedding a beautiful bloom of virtues, or of bristling with the thorny thickets of
vices.” (Augustine, On the Grace of Christ and on Original Sin 1.19)
“. . . But that we really do a good thing, or speak a good word, or think a good thought,
proceeds from our own selves.” (Augustine, On the Grace of Christ and on Original Sin 1.17)
“. . . Nothing good, and nothing evil, on account of which we are deemed either laudable
or blameworthy, is born with us, but is done by us; either we are born not fully developed,
but with a capacity for either conduct; we are formed naturally without either virtue or
vice; and previous to the action of our own proper will, the only thing in man is what God
has formed in him.” (Augustine, On the Grace of Christ and on Original Sin 2.14)
2.

Pelagius argued that a perfect life was possible
a.

This argument was based on the assumption that people, by the very
nature that God had given them, were free to pursue the good and to
avoid the evil

b.

Pelagius wrote

“The fact that we have the possibility of accomplishing every good thing by action, speech
and thought, comes from Him who has endowed us with this possibility, and who also
assists it . . . . Man’s praise therefore consists in his willing and doing a good work, or
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rather, this praise belongs both to the human being and to God, who has bestowed on him
the possibility of exercising his very will and work.” (Augustine, On the Grace of Christ and
on Original Sin 1.17)
3.

According to Augustine’s careful reading of Pelagius’ position, the idea of
God’s intervention was merely theoretical
a.

Pelagius laid all stress on human activity

b.

Augustine notes

“Now what is the reason why he [Pelagius] did not remember this admission when giving
his examples . . . . For, when wishing to point out what lies within our own competency, he
says: ‘Because we are also able to turn all these actions into evil.’ This, then, was the reason
why he was afraid to admit that such action proceeds both from ourselves and from God,
so as not to object to him in reply: If the fact of our doing anything good by action, speech
or thought is owing both to ourselves and to God, on the ground that He has endowed us
with such power, then it follows—and God forbid that we should admit any such thing—
that just as God is associated with ourselves in the praise of good actions, so must He
share with us the blame for evil actions. For that ‘possibility’ with which he has endowed
us makes us capable of both good and evil actions.” (Augustine, On the Grace of Christ and
on Original Sin 1.17-18)
4.

Pelagius maintained that the freedom of the will was the necessary basis
for authentic moral living
a.

God is the author of freedom not of the power and fruit of freedom

b. This becomes a concern that Augustine addresses
5.

The nature of the debate was on another level much more narrow encompassing the nature and purpose of the atonement which was confined to
three issues:
a.

Pelagius argued that the nature of willing had to do with the power
and possibility of choice and that human will had no significance if
there was no choice between good and evil (the fact that no person had
lived up to absolute moral perfection was immaterial—the issue was
the hypothetical possibility)

b. Pelagius argued that the very creation of humankind with this kind of
volitional capability was an act of grace, thereby establishing grace on
the grounds of meritorious works
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Pelagius argued that this perspective provided the most consistent
way of understanding God’s interaction with humans

C. Some Summary Observations
IV. Some Introductory Comments Concerning Augustine’s Response
A. We Will Cover This in the Following Lecture in Detail
B. Let’s Conclude with a Statement from the Retractions Concerning Pelagianism
“A necessity arose which compelled me to write against the new heresy of Pelagius. Our
previous opposition to it was confined to sermons and conversations, as occasion suggested, and according to our respective abilities and duties; but it had not yet assumed the
shape of the controversy in writing. Certain questions were then submitted to me . . . at
Carthage, to which I was to send . . . back answers in writing. To begin with, I wrote three
books under the title, On the Merits of Forgiveness of Sins, in which I mainly discussed the
baptism of infants because of original sin, and the grace of God by which we are justified,
that is made righteous . . . . It is in direct opposition to these principles that they have
derived this new heresy.” (Augustine Retractions 2.23)
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LESSON 17
Augustine’s Anti-Pelagian Works
(cont.)
Overview of the Lecture
This lecture will continue our discussion on Pelagianism and focus of Augustine’s works and response to that heresy. We will also talk about the relationship between Augustine’s response and later
developments in the Medieval and Reformation periods. We will also make transition to begin to
discuss Augustine’s masterful treatment of the Trinity, providing a preliminary introduction to that
work.

Overview of the Readings
This week you will read Augustine’s Treatise on Grace and Freewill which continues to critique the
Pelagius’ position. The work was written to attempt to resolve a controversy at a monastery over the
problems of grace and predestination. Augustine attempts to show that a strong doctrine of grace
denies invalidate human responsibility. The supplemental reading provides the Canons to the Council
of Orange, the early Medieval council that attempted to deal with semi-Pelagianism, the modified
hybrid of Pelagius’ idea. The proceedings were heavily influenced by Augustine’s writings. Enjoy!

Learning Outcomes: At the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
1.

Summarize the rise and principle beliefs of the Pelagian heresy

2.

Discuss Augustine’s response to Pelagianism

3.

Synthesize the influence of both Pelagianism and of Augustine’s response on later
thinkers in the Medieval period and the Reformation in particular

4.

Survey Augustine’s work on the Trinity

Required Work
Listen
Take careful notes on Lecture XVII.
Supplement and expand your notes by a thoughful integration of the outline provided.
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Read
[Primary Sources] The Essential Augustine: Vol. II Practical, Controversial and Speculative Works:
Treatise on Grace and Freewill.
[Supplemental Readings] A Medieval Miscellany: Select Readings Week Seventeen: The Council
of Orange.

Reflect
Please review your notes of the lecture and recollections of the reading(s) and in a page
develop your ideas concerning one (or two) of the major themes raised in the lecture.
Please summarize Augustine’s view of grace and human responsibility.

Apply
Arguments about grace and freewill are commonplace. How do Pelagius and Augustine
help you to understand with greater clarity the issues of the debate? Do you believe that
Augustine sufficiently maintains God’s Sovereignty while insisting on human responsibility? What do you make of his ideas about original sin and the necessity for infant baptism?
Do you think that the Protestant reinterpretation or outright rejection of infant baptism
causes a resulting downgrade in the Protestant understanding of original sin? By the way,
how might that relate to the “theology of the age of accountability?”

Lecture Notes
Prayer: “O Lord my God, my one hope, listen to me, lest through weariness I become
unwilling to seek You, ‘but that I might always ardently seek You face.’ Provide strength to
seek You, the one who hasmade me find You and has given the hope of finding You more
and more. My strength and infirmity are in Your sight: preserve the one and heal the
other.” (Augustine, On the Trinity XV.28)
I.

An Introduction
A. Summary of Lecture XVI
1.

Explored the background to the debate over sin and individual capability

2.

Provided an overview of the Pelagian controversy

3.

Began to investigate Augustine’s response to the Pelagian crisis
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Provided some initial thoughts on the relevance of the issues at the core of the
debate in our own day

B. Objectives
1.

To summarize the rise and principle beliefs of the Pelagian heresy

2.

To investigate Augustine’s response to Pelagianism

3.

To summarize the influence of both Pelagianism and of Augustine’s response
on later thinkers in the Medieval period and the Reformation in particular

4.

To begin to survey Augustine’s work on the Trinity

II. Background Information
A. The Setting of the Crisis with the Fall of Rome
B. Summary of the Issues of the Debate
1.

The question of infant Baptism

2.

Relationship between Adam, his fall and human nature

3.

Deeper issues relating to grace, frewill and the purpose of the atonement

III. Augustine’s Response
A. Augustine Anti-Pelagian Writings
1.

Contra duas epistulas Pelagianorum ad Bonifacium Papam (Refutation of Two
Pelagian Letters, to Pope Boniface I) [422/423], in four books.

2.

Contra Iulianum (Against Julian) [423], in six books. FC. Dispute with the young
Pelagian bishop of Eclanum (Italy). Cf. item 15 below.

3.

De anima et eius origine [also known as de natura et origine animae] (The Soul and
Its Origins) [420-1]. The origin of the soul was in dispute in connection with the
transmission of original sin.

4.

De correptione et gratia (Punishment and Grace) [426]. FC. Deals with the objection that Augustine’s view of grace made punishment useless as an instrument
of discipline, since salvation is independent of human merit.
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5.

De dono perseverantiae (The Gift of Perseverance) [429]. Argues that a moment’s
grace, without the additional gift of perseverance in grace, is of little avail.

6.

De fide et operibus (Faith and Works) [413]. FC.

7.

De gestis Pelagii (The Proceedings against Pelagius) [417]. Interpreting, for a
Latin audience, the Synod of Diospolis [415] by which Pelagius had been
acquitted.

8.

De gratia Christi et de peccato originali (The Grace of Christ and Original Sin) [418].
The most methodical anti-Pelagian treatise.

9.

De gratia et libero arbitrio (Grace and Free Will) [426]. FC. Takes up the theme of
predestination.

10. De natura et gratia (Nature and Grace) [413/415]. The Pelagian position was that
a person’s natural endowments constituted divine grace by themselves.
11. De nuptiis et concupiscentia (Marriage and Desire) [419/421]. The fruits of original sin to be seen most clearly in the disorders of human sexuality.
12. De peccatorum meritis et remissione et de baptismo parvulorum (The Guilt and
Remission of Sins; and Infant Baptism) [411]. The first anti-Pelagian treatise.
13. De perfectione iustitiae hominis (The Perfection of Justice in Man) [415]. Can a
person lead a perfectly blameless life?
14. De praedestinatione sanctorum (The Predestination of the Blessed) [429].
Augustine’s final word.
15. De spiritu et littera (Spirit and Letter) [412].
16. Opus imperfectum contra Iulianum (Unfinished Work against Julian) [429/430].
On Augustine’s desk at his death.
B. Augustine and Pelagius on Freewill and Grace
1.

The question of Adam
a.

According to the Pelagians:
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“Adam was so formed that he would even without any demerit of sin have died, not as the
penalty of sin, but from the necessity of his being . . . . If he had happened to live here
longer in his natural body, he would have been oppressed with old age, and have gradually, by reason of senility, arrived at death.” (Augustine On the Merits and Forgiveness of Sin
1.2-3)
b.

Augustine refuted this by analogy:

“. . . if God allowed the clothes and the shoes of the Israelites to “remain like new” [Dt.
29:5] during the forty years, what wonder if for obedience it had been by the power of the
same [God] allowed to man, that his natural and mortal body should have in it a certain
condition, in which he might grow full of years without decrepitude, and, whenever God
pleased, pass from mortality to immortality without the medium of death. For even as this
flesh of ours is not therefore invulnerable, because there happens to be no occasion on
which it receives a wound; so also was it not therefore immortal, because there arose no
necessity of dying?” (Augustine On the Merits and Forgiveness of Sin 1.3)
2.

Adam’s sin and infant baptism
a.

The Pelagians criticized the practice of infant baptism as a work

b.

Augustine argued for the necessity of infant baptism writing

“Take then the case of any infant you please: If he is already in Christ, why baptize him? If,
however, as the Truth puts the case, he is baptized for the express purpose of being with
Christ, it certainly follows that he who is not baptized is not with Christ; and if he is not
‘with’ Christ, he is ‘against’ Christ [cp. Mt. 12:30]. . . . And how can he be against Christ, if
not owing to sin?, for it cannot possibly be from his soul or his body, both of these being
the creation of God. Now if it be owing to sin, what sin can be found at such an age, except
the ancient and original sin?” (Augustine On the Merits and Forgiveness of Sin 51)
c.

This Augustinian definition was accepted by the Protestants of the Reformation but was rejected by the Anabaptistic sects and the Independent and
the Free Church movements

d. The notion of the “age of accountability” is an extrabiblical idea that
emerged out of Intertestamental Judaism and was accepted by many in the
Church
e.

The question is also closely related to the issue of original sin; Augustine
wrote:
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“On what account, therefore is an infant rightly punished with such ruin, if it not be because he belongs to the ruined mass, and is properly regarded as born of Adam, condemned under the bond of the ancient debt [of original sin], unless he has been released
from the bond—not indeed by any merit of his own, but by grace?” (Augustine On the
Grace of Christ and Original Sin 2.36; cf. On Nature and Grace 5)
3.

The nature of will (both to do right and not to do wrong) was closely related
the debate on infant baptism
a.

Augustine attempted to move beyond the question of infant baptism to
stress the validity of grace and the will

b.

Grace and will are almost inseperably interrelated in Augustine’s refutation of the Pelagians

c.

Augustine insisted that the Pelagians taught a false view of grace and the
freedom of the will, writing:

“They, however, must be resisted with the utmost alacrity and vigor who suppose that the
mere power of the human will itself, without God’s help, can either perfect righteousness
or advance towards it in an even tenor; and when they begin to be hard pressed about their
presumption in asserting that this result can be reached without divine assistance, they
check themselves . . . . They allege that such attainments are not possible without God’s
help seeing that God created man with the free choice of his will, and by giving him his
commandments, teaches man, Himself, how he ought to live; and indeed assists him, in
that he takes away his ignorance by instructing him in the knowledge of what he ought to
avoid and to desire in his actions . . .” (Augustine On the Spirit and the Letter 4)
d. Augustine argued that they had a flawed view of the will and its ability to
keep the law and they restricted to the creation God’s assistance to humankind leaving no place for the cross and redemption

4.

e.

Augustine argued that the free grace of God in Christ shows the impotence
of the will making a distinction between the willingness of the will and the
ability of the will

f.

A classic quote by Augustine in this regard is “Not that by nature grace is
denied, but rather by grace nature is repaired.” (Augustine The Spirit and
the Letter 47)

Closely tied to the idea of grace and freedom of the will is the question of
nature
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a.

Pelagius affirmed that freedom was consonant with nature

b.

Augustine uses nature to refer to the human condition not the relationship
between causes and effects so consequently the sinful nature hinders the
will while grace empowers the will to do what is willed, to which Augustine stated:

“Let them [the Pelagians] therefore read and understand, observe and acknowledge, that it
is not by law and doctrine uttering their lessons from without, but by a secret, wonderful,
and ineffable power operating within, that God works in people’s hearts not only revelations of truth, but also good dispositions of the will . . . . By such grace it is effected, not
only that we discover what ought to be done, but also that we do what we have discovered,—not only that we believe, too, what ought to be loved, but also that we love what we
have believed.” (Augustine On the Grace of Christ and Original Sin 1.13.25)
c.

Augustine also wrote in this regard:

“This grace, however, of Christ, without which neither infants nor adults can be saved, is
not bestowed for any merits, but is given freely, on account of which it is also called
grace.” (Augustine On Nature and Grace 55.3-4)
5.

6.

While sin is the result of nature operating on the powerless will, Augustine
understood faith to be the fruit of grace
a.

Faith is defined as “the disposition and will of the one who believes.”
(Augustine On Grace and Freewill 28)

b.

In this context Augustine develops his celebrated distinction between a
person’s inability to sin and a persons ability not to sin

c.

Believers have many advantages over Adam’s original state because while
Adam was able not to sin believers are not able to sin (that is perpetually
abide in sin) (Augustine On Rebuke and Grace 32-33)

Augustine maintained a mystery of faith which held things in a reverrent
tension
a.

Regarding the operations of God’s mysterious will, Augustine wrote:

“This is the predestination of the saints, nothing else, so that, the foreknowledge and the
preparations of God’s kindnesses. whereby they are most certainly delivered, whoever
they are that are delivered.” (Augustine On the Gift of Perseverance 35)
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Augustine found a solace in the inscrutable will of the All-Loving One,
throwing himself on the mystery of grace rather than the capriciousness of
chance which is mindful of Luther’s quote in Bondage of the Will:

“What is freewill O man but the false god Chance, at whose nod everything happens at
random!”
Along thisAugustine wrote:
Some infants not regenerated [are taken] from this life to eternal death, and others, regenerated, to eternal life; and those themselves that are regenerated, some going hence, persevering even to the end and others kept in this life even until they fall, who certainly would
not have fallen, if they had departed hence before their lapse; and again some falling, but
not departing from this life until they return, who certainly would have perished if they
had departed be fore their return . . . . From all which it is shown with sufficient clearness
that the grace of God, which both begins a man’s faith and which enables it to persevere
unto the end, is not given in respect of our merit, but it is given according to His own most
secret and at the same time most righteous, wise, and beneficent will; since those whom He
predestined, them he also called . . . .[Romans 8:30]” (Augustine On the Gift of Perseverance
32-33)
C. Some Concluding Ideas
IV. A Brief Overview of the Trinity
A. Introduction
B. Historical Overview
1.

Earlier debates
a.

The Biblical background

b.

Debates in the second century
(1) The Apostolic Fathers
(2) The Apologists
(3) Irenaus of Lyon
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Debates in the third century
(1) Monarchianism
(2) Hippolytus and Tertullian
(3) Novatian
(4) Clement of Alexandria
(5) Origen

d. Debates in the fourth century
(1) Arius
(2) Alexander of Alexandria
(3) The Council of Antioch
(4) The Council of Nicaea
(5) Eusebius of Caesaria
(6) Constantine and Constantius
(7) Athanasius
(8) Gregory of Nazianzus and Gregory of Nyssa

2.

e.

Augustinian Synthesis in the 5th century

f.

Historical summary

Other issues of interest
a.

The question of language and terminology

b.

The question of Augustine’s access to Greek theological tracts
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Close correlation with Augustine’s Christology
a.

Introduction

b.

Overview of the Major Writings on the Topic

c.

Components of Augustine’s Analysis
(1) The Development of Augustine’s Christology
(2) The Mystery of the Incarnation
(3) The Work of the Incarnate Word
(4) Two Notions of God’s Grace
(5) Relationship to Eschatology
(6) Other Aspects

d. Place in the History of Christian Thought
e.

Practical Insights and Conclusions

C. Some Practical Issues Regarding the Trinity
1.

Problem of the shortcomings of language and human analogy

2.

Augustine looks for new analogies

3.

4.

a.

The importance of trilogies

b.

The importance of the idea that humanity is a vestige of God’s image

The range of heretical belief
a.

Unitarianism

b.

Tritheism

The importance of Trintarian belief

V. Some Concluding Ideas
© Copyright 2000 by OUTREACH, INC., Grand Rapids, Michigan, U.S.A.

Augustine and Medieval Theology

Learning Guide 213

LESSON 18
Augustine On The Trinity
Overview of the Lecture
This lecture provides an introductory overview of Augustine’s masterpiece On the Trinity. We will
survey the historical development of the early church’s understanding of the Trinity and then turn to a
detailed analysis of the work. Augustine provides the definitive statement on the Trinity for the Latin
West. This work will have a profound impact on the Medieval theology. One of the most intriguing
aspects of this work is Augustine’s insightful psychological analogies and arguments. In this lecture
we are better able to understand one of the most profound theological mysteries, the mystery of the
Godhead, because we encounter a profound genius in Augustine who looked for new imaginative and
compelling arguments for orthodoxy.

Overview of the Readings
This week you will read Augustine’s On the Trinity Books 1-4, 6, 8-9. Books 1-4, 6 and 8 deal with
various biblical texts that have been used by those who try to disprove the Trinity. Augustine is
providing an apologetic for the orthodox faithful. This is where his begins his theological Odyssey.
Book 9 marks a transition to a psychological analysis of the Trinity, exploring the image of God in man
where Augustine hopes to find vestiges of the Godhead. Thomas Aquinas’ treatise on the Trinity is
also provided for supplemental reading to show the influence of Augustine on the Medieval theological
landscape. Enjoy!

Learning Outcomes: At the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
1.

Provide an historical background to the development of the Trinity

2.

Analyze Augustine’s On the Trinity

3.

Discuss in detail the psychological analogues used by Augustine to describe the
Trinity

4.

Appreciate some of the practical implications and values of knowing about the Trinity
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Required Work
Listen
Take careful notes on Lecture XVIII.
Supplement and expand your notes by a thoughful integration of the outline provided.

Read
[Primary Sources] The Essential Augustine: Vol. II Practical, Controversial and Speculative Works:
Selections from On the Trinity Books 1, 4, 6, 8-9.
[Supplemental Readings] A Medieval Miscellany: Select Readings Week Eighteen: Saint Thomas Aquinas, The Holy Trinity.

Reflect
Please review your notes of the lecture and recollections of the reading(s) and in a page
develop your ideas concerning one (or two) of the major themes raised in the lecture.
Please summarize Augustine’s treatment of some of the objections raised against the doctrine of the Trinity.

Apply
Based on the lecture and reading(s) write a Credal statement that defines in a few sentences
the Trinity. This should be followed by a brief exposition of your Creed written for a new
convert or perhaps in order to dialogue with a Muslim.

Lecture Notes
Prayer: “When, therefore, we shall have come to You [in heaven], these very many things
that we speak, and yet fall short, will cease; and You, as One, will remain ‘all in all.’ And
we shall say one thing without end, praising You in One, ourselves also made one in You.
O Lord the one God, God the Trinity, whatever I have said in these books that is of Yours,
may they acknowledge who are Yours; if anything of my own. may it be pardoned both by
You and by those who are Yours. Amen.” (Augustine, On the Trinity XV.28)
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An Introduction
A. Summary of Lecture XVII
1.

Summarized the rise and principle beliefs of the Pelagian heresy

2.

Investigated Augustine’s response to Pelagianism

3.

Summarized the influence of both Pelagianism and of Augustine’s response on
later thinkers in the Medieval period and the Reformation in particular

4.

Began to survey Augustine’s work on the Trinity

B. Objectives
1.

To provide an historical background to the development of the Trinity

2.

To provide a careful analysis of Augustine’s On the Trinity

3.

To explore in greater detail the psychological analogues used by Augustine to
describe the Trinity

4.

To think about some of the practical implications and values of knowing
about the Trinity

II. Historical Background
A. Introductory Material
B. Review of the Survey from Last Lecture
1.

Theological debates in the second century

2.

Controversies in the third century

3.

The Nicaean definition in the fourth century

C. Some More Details on Greek Trinitarian Speculation
1.

The rise of Cappadocian theology

2.

Basil of Caesarea
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Terminology
a.

Greek: three hypostaseis (modes of being or whatis particular) in one ousia
(essence or what is common)

b.

Adopted Platonic vocabulary

c.

Tried to choose vocabulary that avoided historical problems
(1) The Cappadocians’ were sometimes in danger of tritheism, namely
being concerned over the definiton of the “Parts” at the expense of the
“Whole”
(2) Augustine’s danger was in the other direction—that of Unitarianism or
Sabellianism, namely being concerned over the definition the “Whole”
at the expense of the “Parts”
(3) The challenge is to find a balance between the Cappadocians and
Augustine

4.

Augustine gained access to these ideas through Hilary of Portier

III. The Necessity of the Trinity
A. It is Necessary in order to Provide a Metaphysical Ground to the Threefold Experience of God
B. It is Necessary to Distinguish Between the Modes of Being in God
C. The Distinctions in the Godhead are Needful in Order that the Principles of God
both in Relations and beyond Relations
D. It is Necessary because it Provides Insight and Understanding onto Ourselves
IV. An Analysis of the Work
A. Introductory Comments
1.

The work was written as an apologetic handbook

2.

The work took 20 years to write, so in places it lacks continuity
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B. The Doctrine and the Scriptures
1.

The first eight books deal with various objections raised from Scripture against
the Trinity examining passages that elucidate the doctrine and more especially
those that seem to contradict it
a.

It is concerned with defining the Faith in the Trinity

b.

There is exclusive treatment of the deity of Christ
(1) Augustine deals with various Scriptures that imply equality between
the Son and Father and/or subordination of the Son to the Father
(2) Augustine also deals at length with the Incarnation and its implications concerning the deity of Christ and His relationship to the Father

c.

He provides a lengthy discussion of the OT theophanies

d. The discussion of theophanies generates an excursion on miracles (which
is how he classifies theophanies)
e.

The excursus on miracles is followed by another excursus on theIncarnation and redemption

f.

Augustine returns to his central theme where he tries to establish the coequality of the Persons of the Trinity which also entails a discussion of the
procession of the Spirit from both the Father and the Son (the dogma is
named after the clause that describes it which was added to the Creed,
namely the filioque)
(1) The procession of the Spirit from both the Father and the Son was a
divisive departure from Greek dogma leading to a controversy between the Latin and the Greek churches
(2) For Augustine and other western fathers, the double procession
became a way of expressing the co-equality of the Father and the Son
(3) This notion was first defended in the Spain in opposition to the Arians
(4) This co-equality is nicely expressed by Augustine in Trin. 6.10.12:

“So both each are in each, and all in each, and each in all, and all in all, and all are one.”
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Augustine, the master of wordsmith, had to grapple with various Latin
terms in order to find tolerable equivalents for the more-suitable Greek
terms for the persons of the Godhead three-in-one
(1) Transliteration was problematic
(2) While the closest Latin equivalent for hypostasis was substantia, which
seemed for too materialistic for Augustine’s tastes nor would it did it
seem to be proper to say that God subsists
(3) Despite its inadequacies and baggage Augustine chose to refer to the
persona of the Trinity and the essence of the Godhead
(4) Augustine concludes that God is one according to essence, and three
according to relation (Augustine Trin. 7.6.12)

C. The Psychological Analogy
1.

Augustine begins the second part of his work with the assumption that because people are created after the image of God then it stands to reason that a
vestige of the Godhead might be seen in the humankind, albeit an obscure
image (an enigma)

2.

Augustine develops various psychological analogies

3.

Augustine was captivated with the significance of numbers and he often used
threes rhetorically, here looking for a replica of the Trinity

4.

The analogies are tightly modeled after orthodox belief as much as is possible
replicating the relationship between the Three-in-One

4.

His analogies
a.

From the inner person
(1) The trinity of love: the one that loves, that which is loved and love
itself
(2) The mind, the love of it and the knowledge of it
(3) Memory, understanding and the will
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From the outer person
(1) The object we see, the act of vision and the attention of our mind
(2) Augustine refutes the analogy of the human family of father, wife and
son
(3) He finds a better analogy in the unity of the mind which comprehends
in a “rational wedlock” both contemplation and action (Augustine
Trin. 12.13.21)

c.

Augustine further develops his trinity of the mind
(1) The mind remembers, understands and loves itself
(2) The arguments are closely related to language and understanding,
fitting for the Christian rhetorician looking for a new and more adequate way of understanding the Trinity
(3) This shed interesting light on Augustine’s quest to know God leads to
self-exploration and discovery (this turns the classical approach to
knowledge and self-understanding on its head, i.e. Know Thyself)

D. The Work’s Place in the History of Christian Thought
1.

Augustine had an extraordinary influence on the western development

2.

His formulae found its way into the middle of the later filioque controversy

3.

Aquinas’ tract on the Trinity reveals the profound influence of Augustine

V. Practical Insights and Conclusions
A. Review the Importance and Practical Benefits Having a Sound Understanding of
the Trinity
B. Noticed Augustine’s Profound Influence for Good and Bad in Theology
C. Tried to Grasp the Depth of Thought in Augustine’s Analogies
D. Reflected Briefly on the Shallow Depth of Understanding in the Church Today
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LESSON 19
Augustine’s City of God
Overview of the Lecture
This lecture provides some background information to the last of Augustine’s works that we will be
considering together: City of God. We will explore the backgrounds to the tragic life and times of the
fall of Rome and the horrible consequences that it had on the church. We will look at various theories
that explore the relationship between Christianity and the fall of Rome which will lead to a discussion
concerning the relationship between faith and history. The purpose is to provide back-up information
for a more detailed discussion of the City of God in the next lecture.

Overview of the Readings
This week you will read portions from the last half of On the Trinity. The books treat aspects of
Augustine’s psychological analogies of the Trinity. This is Augustine at his deepest! The supplemental reading provides an excellent introduction to the City of God, which you will begin to read next
time. Enjoy!

Learning Outcomes: At the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
1.

Understand the events leading up to the fall of Rome

2.

Value understanding the events surrounding the fall of Rome

3.

Apply some of the spiritual truths in the City of God

4.

Discuss the interplay between history and faith

5.

Recognize the later influence of the City of God

Required Work
Listen
Take careful notes on Lecture XIX.
Supplement and expand your notes by a thoughful integration of the outline provided.
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Read
[Primary Sources] The Essential Augustine: Vol. II Practical, Controversial and Speculative Works:
Selections from On the Trinity Books 10-11, 15.
[Supplemental Readings] A Medieval Miscellany: Select Readings Week Nineteen: “City of
God.”

Reflect
Please review your notes of the lecture and recollections of the reading(s) and in a page
develop your ideas concerning one (or two) of the major themes raised in the lecture.
Please summarize the importance of Augustine’s stress on the image of God in people.

Apply
Evaluate Augustine’s psychological analogies for the Trinity. Take one and describe it in
detail. The try to think of an analogy of your own! How does this information help you
better understand the faith, equip you to defend the faith and prepare you to teach the
faith?

Lecture Notes
Augustine said concerning prayer: “Accordingly, we know not what to pray for as we
ought in regard to tribulations, which may do us good or harm; and yet, because they are
hard and painful, and against the natural feelings of our weak nature, we pray, with a
desire which is common to mankind, that they may be removed from us. But we ought to
exercise such submission to the will of the Lord our God, that if He does not remove those
vexations, we do not suppose ourselves to be neglected by Him, but rather, in patient
endurance of evil, hope to be made partakers of greater good, for so His strength is perfected in our weakness.” Augustine Ep. CXXX.14 (26)
I.

An Introduction
A. Summary of Lecture XVIII
1.

Provided an historical background to the development of the Trinity

2.

Provided a careful analysis of Augustine’s On the Trinity
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3.

Explored in greater detail the psychological analogues used by Augustine to
describe the Trinity

4.

Considered some of the practical implications and values of knowing about
the Trinity

B. Objectives
1.

To gain a clear understanding of the events leading up to the fall of Rome

2.

To foster an appreciation for the events surrounding the fall of Rome

3.

To explore some of the spiritual applications of the City of God

4.

Thought about the inner play between history and faith

5.

Recognized the later influence of the City of God

II. Backdrop to the Work and Its literary Significance
A. Human’s Quest for an Earthly Utopia
1.

2.

People have a universal desire for success, good health (a long life) happiness
and tranquillity
a.

This desire begins after the fall: A kind of Utopia Lost

b.

The loss of things has little to do with environment and much more to do
with spirit

A central theme of the Bible is the seeming recurring theme of a conflict between two seeds (or lines of people)
a.

This is also a theme in several Intertestamental tracts and in Gnostic literature

b.

According to this approach, the story of the history of the world is the story
of the conflict between these two systems

c.

The rebellious seed
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(1) Under the controlling inspiration of Satan and are part of his cosmic
rebellion
(2) The rebellious are temporal, earthly and carnal
(3) The temporal have a religion rooted in works-atonement and are typified by Pharisaitical Judaism and it’s opposition to Christ’s Messianic
claims and mission
(4) The rebellious seed is at war with the righteous seed
d. The righteous seed
(1) True believers whose religion is based on grace and motivated, not by
debt, but by gratitude
(2) These are the descendants of Abel and, like Abel suffer persecution by
the rebellious seed
3.

Cain’s descendants were city-builders, not sojourning shepherds or farmers
a.

This is a recurring theme in Genesis
(1) The Tower of Babel
(2) The rise (and fall) of mighty empires: Minor Levantine Kingdoms, the
New Kingdom in Egypt, the Assyrians, the Babylonians, the MedoPersians and the Romans (frequently in direct conflict with God’s
people and His ways)

b.

There was this quest early on in revelational history for humankind to
organize and find interdependence and happiness living together
(1) Ironically, the city in history is often the source of misery and sadness
and human degradation
(2) Its is equally ironic that society seems to compensate for the fact that
happiness is not found in a city: with idyllic stories of country life,
with beliefs in the virtues of hard work, farming and the farmer’s
daughter and by the exodus to the suburbs. These sentiments are also
expressed by those who leave the worlds’ cities to build their own
communities in the desert; In the Medieval period the Church and
state were fused to bring an ecclesiastical Kingdom of God to earth
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A number of famous tracts have addresssed some of these hopes for human
utopia and the abuses of the world system
a.

Plato’s Republic

b.

Sir Thomas More’s Utopia

c.

John Milton’s Paradise Lost
(1) Written from a “puritan” perspective
(2) Paradise lost by rebellion
(3) Pleasure and true happiness are only satisfied when their is a vertical
reconcilliation bwteen people and God leading to a horizontal construction of relationships and societies

d. Marx and Engel’s Communist Manifesto
5.

Augustine draws upon this conflict
a.

A time of great conflict in his world

b.

An interesting biblical trajectory might be found in Hebrews 11:8-10:

“By faith Abraham [the father of the seed of the faithful], when called to go to a place he
would later receives as his inheritance, obeyed and went [from one of the greatest cities in
the ancient Near East Ur III by way of Haran], even though he did not know where he was
going. By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger [this concept of
resident-alien, a transitory existence without permanent rights, property or clout or sojourn
does not really have a sufficient equivalent in the English language] in a foreign country;
he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For
he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.”
c.

Augustine draws upon the conflict between Caesar and Christ

d. Some further considerations:
(1) What is our relationship to this realm: friendly with the world or a
friend of the world?
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(2) Is their a total allegiance to the heavenly realm: worldly or heavenly
(i.e. spiritual)?
(3) Are we obligated to this world or the next: in this world but not of it?
6.

Some concluding ideas
a.

The world is filled with mysery and injustice

b.

Augustine contemplates the interrelationship between the earthly and
heavenly realms:

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:10
c. We need to find a balanced explanation for the relationship between these
two systems
d. American Protestants need to be careful to over-Christianize both
democracy and capitalism because the world is fallen and consequently
the systems are at risk for abuse and corruption
B. The Work Immediately Precipitated by the Fall of Rome
1.

Hints of the disaster in Augustine’s sermons

2.

The fulfillment of Daniel’s prophetic interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s
Dream in Daniel 2 especially vss 40-45

3.

Many were still pagan

4.

a.

The extent and number of pagans is hotly debated

b.

Many pointed to Christianity as a scape-goat for the fall of Rome

c.

Other issues

The ultimate conflict between Rome and the Church
a.

The kingdom of heaven was made after God’s design and image

b.

The kingdom of earth is based on a pagan system which was gradually
unraveling
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(1) As the silversmiths and population of Ephesus blamed economic
problems on the impact of Christianity so now pagan Romans blamed
the collapse and fall of the empire on the influence of Christianity
(2) The essence of paganism is “Gods made after the image and likeness
of people!” Pagan deities are p projection of our own failings and
deepest yearnings and desires
5.

Edward Gibbon and The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire
a.

A famous Enlightenment work addressing this powerful theme

b.

Gibbon embodies the skeptical anti-Christian spirit of his times

c.

The work is a highly readable, often entertaining compilation (which at
points was plagiarized) essaying the history of the end of Rome—which he
blames in part on Christianity (much like he would blame the abuses of
the Divine Right of Kings and the consequent economic problems of
France on the support of the church; he states that on a sight-seeing investigation in Rome that he was inspired to write the work:

“. . . . It was at Rome, on the 15th of October 1764, as I sat musing amid the ruins of the
Capitol, while the barefooted friars were singing vespers in the Temple of Jupiter, that the
idea of writing the decline and fall of the city first started to my mind. But my original
plan was circumscribed to the decay of the city rather than of the empire, and though my
reading and reflections began to point toward the object, some years elapsed, and several
avocations intervened, before I was seriously engaged in the execution of that laborious
work.” (see Edward Gibbon’s Autobiography)
d. While the work is filled with atheistic skepticism and motivated by Enlightenment biases it raises some valid issues concerning the relationship
between the fall of Rome and the influence of Christianity
(1) Various institutions were unintentionally undermined by the spread
of Christianity including the pater familias
(2) The military and economy were arguably effected by the spread of
Christianity
(3) Christianity inspired an other-worldly sedition
(4) Other valid observations
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It is clear that such things must be held in careful balance and substantiated not by bias (of either the believer or the unbeliever) but by evidence
from the sources

C. Some Comments about the Tremendous Influence of Augustine’s Work after His
Death
1.

Brief overview

2.

The influence on Charlemagne
a.

A Carolingian renaissance was instigated by monks sponsored by
Charlemagne

b.

The monks (Alcuin in particular) had great influence on Charlemagne

c.

One of Charlemagne’s biographer’s relates that he enjoyed reading the City
of God (although he did not know Latin!)
(1) He hoped to patter his kingdom after the heavenly city
(2) The work, like many past sources, was a mirror to his own times
(3) Charlemagne tried to instigate a holy Roman Empire (the first of three
such efforts, the later two being Napoleon and Hitler’s Third Reich)
(4) Charlemagne romantically infused himself under the church’s authority (crowned holy Roman Emperor by the Pope [by force] on Christmas
day 800)

3.

The Renaissance was also heavenly influenced by Augustine’s popular analysis as they sought to redefine their society patterned after Augustine’s City of
God

4.

Other issues of relevance and interest include the relationship between the
work and the following:
a.

A Christian view of faith and history

b.

A Christian political and social theory

c.

A treatment of the relationship between church and state
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III. Introduction to the Work
A. Background to the Composition
1.

Written intermittently over 15 years

2.

Written as a response to pagan critics of Christianity on the disastrous occasion
of the fall of Rome

3.

Represents the culmination of a long apologetic tradition
a.

Apologetic (while confused with the word apology meaning to express
regret) is the transliteration of the Greek apologia which means a defense

b.

A popular literary genre with an importance significance in the life of the
early church; but not exclusive to Christianity

c.

In the ancient world an apologetic was a formal tract of defense addressing
various charges and often sent to an Emperor or person of political authority (like for instance Philo’s Appeal to the Emperor Caligula on behalf of the
Jews of Alexandria)

d. This literature was also important because it was an exercise in self-definition by Christians for pagans
B. Comments about the Pagan World System
1.

Pagan religion in part supported and sustained the state political authority

2.

The importance of synchronism
a.

Emerged as a powerful religious ideal during the Hellenistic period

b.

Synchronism was the movement that absorbed and subsumed religions
consisting of many entities into one grander monolithic and homogenized
system deigned necessary for mutual tolerance in a vast empire and in
order to sustain the common ideals of the state

c.

There were certain limitations to synchronism: certain geographical
limits—particularly in regions of the east that were considered politically
dangerous, seditious or threatening (like certain eastern religions, mystery
religions, astral religion, magic, and later Judaism and Christianity)
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d. A brief excursus on the Jew’s fall from Roman grace and the Christian
dissociation from the Jews leading to the first pronounced and intentional
program of Christian anti-Semitism (only in literature at this time that
Christians lacked power and political authority)
3.

Major criticisms raised against Christians:
a.

Atheism

b.

Sexual Immorality

c.

Sedition (in their secret societies)

d. Infanticide
4.

Augustine represents an important culmination of this tradition as the ChurchState subsumes the fallen glory of political Rome in the aftermath of the Fall

IV. Summary Conclusions
A. Its Importance in the Medieval Peiod When the Church Became God’s Kingdom on
Earth
B. It Culminates a Long Apologetic Tradition
C. Next Time We Will Provide an Overview of the Work
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LESSON 20
Augustine’s City of God
(cont.)
Overview of the Lecture
This lecture continues the discussion of Augustine’s City of God. We will summarize the major issues
raised in the last lecture and then turn to provide a detailed description of this classic work: Book by
Book. This will provide for you a compass to help you navigate Augustine’s purposes as you read
portions of this tome. We will conclude by considering many of the practical and relevant issues
anticipated by Augustine in City of God.

Overview of the Readings
This week you will begin to read Augustine’s City of God Books 1-2. In Book 1 Augustine criticizes
pagans for attributing the recent calamities of the fall of Rome to Christianity and its prohibition of the
worship of the gods. He also writes that both good and bad happens to all. He concludes Book 1 with
a description of the atrocities suffered by Christian women. In Book 2 Augustine provides a devastating examination of the relationship between Roman prosperity and paganism; or the Health-Wealth
Gospel of Roman Paganism! The supplemental readings include primary sources describing the
opulence and decadence of Rome, a selection from Edward Gibbon’s classic work On the Decline and
Fall of the Roman Empire where he blames the fall of Rome on Christianity and an article entitled
“Christianity and Society.” Enjoy!

Learning Outcomes: At the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
1.

Summarize the background information to the City of God

2.

Discuss several related issues raised in the City of God

3.

Provide a detailed overview of the contents of the City of God

4.

Describe some of the implications of issues raised in the City of God

5.

Provide a summary overview of Augustine’s works
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Required Work
Listen
Take careful notes on Lecture XX.
Supplement and expand your notes by a thoughful integration of the outline provided.

Read
[Primary Sources] The Essential Augustine: Vol. II Practical, Controversial and Speculative Works:
Selections from City of God Books 1-2.
[Supplemental Readings] A Medieval Miscellany: Select Readings Week Twenty: Readings on
the opulence and decadence of Rome, Gibbon on Christianity and the fall of Rome and an
article entitled “Christianity and Society.”

Reflect
Please review your notes of the lecture and recollections of the reading(s) and in a page
develop your ideas concerning one (or two) of the major themes raised in the lecture.
Please summarize Augustine’s appeal for the responsibilities of the heavenly citizens in a
fallen world.

Apply
Provide a thorough analysis of the charge that Christianity caused the fall of Rome. How
did Augustine refute that charge? Take a contemporary issue that you are aware of in
which Christians are blamed for a particular problem in the world and see how you might
apply Augustine’s response to the situation. Perhaps submit your response as a letter to
the editor of your local paper or some other publication if possible. In what ways do you
see yourself as salt and light in your fallen part of the earthly city?

Lecture Notes
Prayer: “My knowledge and my ignorance are in Your sight; where You have opened to
me, receive me as I enter; where You have closed, open to me as I knock. May I remember
You, understand You, love You. Increase these things in me, until You renew me wholly.”
Augustine, On the Trinity XV.28
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An Introduction
A. Summary of Lecture XIX
1.

Gained a better understanding of the events leading up to the fall of Rome

2.

Developed an appreciation for the events surrounding the fall of Rome

3.

Explored some of the spiritual applications of the City of God

4.

Thought about the inner play between history and faith

5.

Recognized the later influence of the City of God

B. Objectives
1.

Conclude and summarize the background information to the City of God

2.

Explore several related issues raised in the City of God

3.

Provide a detailed overview of the contents of the City of God

4.

Investigate some of the implications of issues raised in the City of God

5.

Provide a summary overview of Augustine’s works

II. Background Information on City of God
A. Review
1.

It was written over the course of 15 years

2.

It was instigated by the collapse of Rome

3.

A brief discussion of some of the political activities in the late Roman Empire
a.

Diocletian split the Empire for administrative purposes

b.

There was a gradual shift in affairs of state away from the Mediterranean
basin

c.

The northern frontier always posed a particular challenge to Rome
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(1) There were a series of political and consequent military and economic
setbacks
(2) In the midst of this many of the northern peoples were converted to
Arian (i.e. heretical) Christianity introducing an interesting spiritual
component
B. The Work was Organized around 2 Spheres
1.

The first part (Books 1-10) deal with pagan history and religion

2.

The second part (Books 11-22) deal with the history of the earthly and heavenly
cities

C. There are a Number of Related Issues of Interest
1.

Augustine was among the first thinkers to attempt to synthesize faith and
history
a.

Some background information

b. Several important aspects
(1) The importance of faith
(2) The question of dualism
(3) The idea of God’s sovereignty over space and time
(4) The importance of research priorities
2.

Augustine powerfully introduces issues relating to social ethics and politics
a.

What is the relationship between one’s citizenship in heaven and obligations on earth?

b.

The City of God functioned like a medieval (albeit huge) handbook for
Christian living in this world
(1) A number of hotly debated issues could be raised
(2) Augustine implicitly addresses the role that a Christian should play in
the politics of this world
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There are a number of other important themes raised in this work as well

IV. An Analysis of the Work
A. Introductory Comments
B. History as the Tale of Two Cities
C. Ethics in History
D. History and Eschatology
E. Augustine’s Ambiguities
F. The Work’s Place in the History of Christian Thought
V. A Detailed Outline of the Contents of City of God
A. Part One: The Incapacity of Traditional Roman Religion to Bring Felicitas to its
Votaries.
1.

Book I (The calamities of 410: Rome and God under Christianity):
a.

Refutation (chapters 1-9)
(1) Negative discussion of criticisms arising from events of 410, with
much reference to classical authors (1-7)
(2) Attitude for Christians to take in face of criticism (8-9)

b.

Consolation (chapters 10-29)
(1) Detailed discussion of points of confusion and regret (10-27)
i

Loss of wealth (10)

ii

Hunger and starvation (11)

iii Lack of proper burial (12-13)
iv Captivity and imprisonment (14-15)
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Stupra and suicide (17-27)
(1) Events of 410 (17-18)
(2) The case of Lucretia (19-27)

(2) Attitude for Christians to take in face of misfortunes (28-29)
c.

Criticism of non-Christian attitudes (30-36)
(1) Uxuria the root of unrest (30-34)
(2) Summary/outline of whole work (35-36)

2.

Book II (The moral lapses of Rome before Christ):
a.

Introduction (1-3)

b.

The gods and moral decay
(1) Theatrics and the gods (4-14a) [14b-16: Plato vs. Romulus: epitome of
the whole book in miniature.]
(2) Interpretation (17-24)

c.

i

moderate view (Sallust) (17-20)

ii

extreme view (Cicero) (21-24)

Summary and conclusion (25-29)
(1) Reference to chapters 17-24 (25)
(2) Reference to chapters 4-14 (26-27)
(3) Reference to critics (28)
(4) Exhortation (29)

3.

Book III (the material ills of Rome before Christ):
a.

Preface (1)
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External ills and disorders in the period of which Sallust spoke in praise
(2-17)
(1) Trojan war (2-8)
(2) Numa (9-12)
(3) Rome under the kings (13-15)
(4) The first consuls (16)
(5) The republic to the Punic wars (17)

c.

The Punic wars and their consequences: the fatal crisis (18-22)

d. Internal ills and disorders: Gracchi, Marius, Sulla, etc.
e.
4.

Conclusion (31)

Book IV (Rome and God under traditional religion):
a.

Prolegomena (1-7)
(1) Introduction/summary of books 2-5 (1-2)
(2) Introduction to subject of Book 4 (3-7)

b.

Augustine’s view of the gods (8-23)
(1) Minor deities (8)
(2) Jupiter (9-13)
(3) Minor deities, esp. Felicitas (14-23)

c.

Roman philosophical views (24-32)
(1) Unattributed view that gods are named from their functions (24-25)
(2) Cicero: gods as poetic figments (26)
(3) Scaevola: threefold theology (27-28)
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(4) Unattributed views on Terminus, Mars, Iuventas (29)
(5) Cicero on anthropomorphism and superstition (30)
(6) Varro on the preferability of monotheism (31)
(7) Summary: in the end, the Romans preferred the poets to the philosophers (32)
d. Conclusion (33-34)
(1) Rise of Christianity (33)
(2) Judaism: counterexample by way of conclusion (34)
5.

Book V (the role of the true God in governing all things, even the Roman
empire):
a.

Fate (1-11)
(1) The stars (1-7)
(2) Divination and other means of descrying fate (8-11)

b.

Greatness of the Romans (12-21)
(1) Gloria: they have their reward, the saints have better (12-16)
(2) Rome as moral exemplum: their virtues no virtues at all by comparison with the saints (17-19); further comparison with Epicureanism (20)
(3) God governs all things, even Rome (21)

c.

Summary of arguments stemming from events of 410 (by way of postscript
to books 1-5) (22-26)
(1) War and its severity (with reference to the defeat of Radagaisus)
(22-23)
(2) The fortunes and virtues of Christian emperors (24-26a)

d. Conclusion (26b)
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Book VI (Civil theology: introduction):
a.

Introduction (Preface, 1)

b.

Varro and the tripartite theology (2-9)

c.

Seneca (10-11)

d. Conclusion and review (12)
7.

Book VII (Civil theology: the dii selecti):
a.

Introduction (Preface, 1-4)

b.

Naturalistic interpretations (5-26)
(1) General overview (5-6)
(2) Janus and Jupiter (7-12)
(3) The other gods (13-22) [Euhemerus and Varro: a pause in the long
argument (18-19)]
(4) Recapitulation (23-26)
[Cybele: the most shameful of the gods (24-26)]

c.

Conclusion (27-35)
(1) Varro’s failure (27-28)
(2) Christianity’s success (29-33)
(3) Numa: the ultimate failure of the Varronian approach (34-35)

8.

Book VIII (Natural theology: the Platonists):
a.

Introduction (1)

b.

The best philosophy (2-12)
(1) Overview of history of philosophy (2-4)
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(2) Superiority of the Platonists (5-12)
c.

Debate with the Platonists (13-27)
(1) Apuleius on demons (13-22)
(2) Hermes Trismegistus (23-27)

d. Conclusion: demons vs. martyrs (26-27)
9.

Book IX (Natural theology: demons vs. angels)
a.

Introduction (1-2)

b.

Demons and passiones (2-8)

c.

Demons as mediators (9-13)
[possibility of another mediator (14-15)]

d. Nullus deus miscetur homini? (16-18)
e.

Angels (19-23)

10. Book X (consideration of the claims of natural theology brings out the true role
of God the Son)
a.

Introduction (1-3)

b.

Sacrifice (4-7)

c.

Miracles and worship (8-22)

d. Purgation: debate with Porphyry (23-32a)
e.

Conclusion (32b)

B. Part Two:
1.

The origins, history, and ends of the two cities

Book XI (Origins: creation, esp. of unfallen angels):
a.

Introduction (1-4)
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Creation (5-31)
(1) Hexameron (5-8)
(2) Angelology (9-20)
(3) The goodness of all creation (21-28)
(4) Angels again (29)
(5) Hexameron again (30-31)

c.

Summary and conclusion (32-34)
(1) An acceptable alternative (32)
(2) Summary (33)
(3) An unacceptable alternative (34)

2.

Book XII (Origins: esp. the fall of the angels, creation of men):
a.

Introduction (1a)

b.

Angels (1b-9)
(1) Inherent goodness of creation (1b-5)
(2) Origins of evil (6-9)

c.

Men (10-28)
(1) Time, eternity, human origins (10-21)
(2) The implications of createdness (22-28)

3.

Book XIII (Origins: esp. the fall of man and its implications):
a.

The effects of the fall: death (1-11)
(1) The fact of death (1-3)
(2) Christian response (4-11)
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b.

The effects of the fall: second death (of the soul) (12-18)

c.

The effects of the fall: consideration of the material and spiritual aspects of
the body (19-24a)

d. Conclusion: the two Adams (24b)
4.

Book XIV (Origins: two loves, two cities):
a.

Introduction: secundum carnem, secundum spiritum vivere (1-5)

b.

Human wills, fallen and unfallen (6-14)
(1) Amor and passiones in fallen man (6-9)
(2) Pride and humility in unfallen man (10-14)

c.

Human behavior, fallen and unfallen (15-27)
(1) Consequences of the fall in concupiscence (15-20)
(2) Sexuality without passio as the hallmark of the life of the flesh in
unfallen paradise (21-27)

d. Conclusion: “Fecerunt itaque civitates duas amores duo, terrenam scilicet amor sui
usque ad contemptum Dei, caelestem vero amor Dei usque ad contemptum sui.”
(28)
5.

Book XV (History: from the fall to the flood):
a.

Introduction (1a)

b.

The two cities: brothers at war in history and allegory [Cain/Abel,
Ishmael/Hagar, Romulus Remus] (1b-8) [Methodological interlude: chronological difficulties and the authority of the versions of scripture (9-16]

c.

From Cain to the flood (17-21)

d. The flood (22-27)
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Book XVI (History: from the flood to the kings of Israel):
a.

The generations of Shem; general considerations on the conditions of life
before the covenant [esp.: Babel, language, etc.] (1-11)

b.

Abraham and his covenant with God (12-34)

c.

From Abraham to David (35-43)

Book XVII (History: scripture and prophecy under the kings):
a.

Prophecy (1-3)

b.

Anna and Samuel (4-7)

c.

David (8-19)
(1) David in history (8-13)
(2) Psalms concerning civitas Dei (14-19)

d. Prophecy from Solomon until the time of Christ (20-24) [In more detail in
book 18]
8.

Book XVIII (History: recapitulation of the earthly history, past and future, of
both cities):
a.

Introduction (1-2)

b.

The two cities under Assyrian dominion from the time of Ninus (3-14)

c.

The two cities under Roman dominion(15-54a)
(1) Earliest times (15-26)
(2) The age of the prophets (27-41)
i

The prophets of the Old Testament (27-36)

ii

The prophets and the pagan sages (37-41)

© Copyright 2000 by OUTREACH, INC., Grand Rapids, Michigan, U.S.A.

Augustine and Medieval Theology

Learning Guide 243

(3) The establishment of the standard (i.e., Septuagint) text of the Old
Testament (42-44)
(4) The intertestamental period (45-48)
(5) The coming of Christ and the church (49-54a)
d. Conclusion: The present intermixture of the two cities “donec ultimo iudicio
separentur” (54b)
9.

Book XIX (Ends: peace):
a.

Introduction: the 288 sects of Varro (1-4)

b.

Misery of human condition (5-9)

c.

Peace (10-26)
(1) The peace that is longed-for (10-13)
(2) The possibility of authentic peace in this world (14-20)
(3) Cicero and Porphyry refuted (21-26)

d. Peace the goal of the City of God, war of the city of man (27-28)
10. Book XX (Ends: the last judgment):
a.

Introduction (1-4)

b.

Judgment in the New Testament (5-20)
(1) Gospels (5-6)
(2) Apocalypse (7-17)
(3) Epistles (18-20)

c.

Judgment in the Old Testament (21-29)
(1) Isaiah and Daniel (21-23)
(2) Psalms and Malachi (24-29)
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d. Conclusion: Christ the Judge (30)
11. Book XXI (Ends: hell):
a.

Introduction (1)

b.

Eternal punishment and justice (2-12)
(1) Refutation of objections (2-9)
(2) Reasonableness of the doctrine (10-11) [Punishment and purgation: 1316]

c.

Eternal punishment and mercy (17-27a)
(1) Origen’s objections (17-22)
(2) Refutation and explanation (23-27a)

d. Conclusion (27b)
12. Book XXII (Ends: Heaven):
a.

Introduction (1-3)

b.

Resurrection (4-20)
(1) Argument from miracle (4-12)
(2) Subsidiary questions (13-20)

c.

Eternal bliss (21-30)
(1) Foreshadowed on earth (21-24)
[Refutations of Porphyry and Plato: 25-28)]
(2) Realized in the celestial city (29-30a)

d. Conclusion (30b)
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IV. Practical Insights and Conclusions
A. The City of God Functioned Like a Medieval Charter
1.

Charlemagne used it as a guide for the Christian prince

2.

In medieval times it became popular to develop this theme of 2 kingdoms: the
earthly and the heavenly

3.

The work had a tremendous impact on future generations

B. Concluding Thoughts on Various Issues
1.

The question of a Christian world view

2.

The sense of a Christian citizenship

3.

The infusion of faith into the muddle and the misery of daily life

4.

A comprehensive understanding of Time and God

5.

A powerful analysis and critique of paganism and of syncretism

6.

An eschatological significance

V. A Summary of Augustine’s Outstanding Literary Achievements
A. His Autobiographical Works
1.

Confessions

2.

Letters and other works

B. His Practical Works
1.

Enchiridion

2.

On Christian Doctrine
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C. His Theological Contributions
1.

Controversial works
a.

Anti-Manichaean works

b.

Anti-Donatist works

c.

Anti-Pelagian works

2.

Treatise on the Trinity

3.

His works defined major theological issues and set the landscape for the
Medieval period

D. His Masterpiece on Faith and History
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SECTION THREE
THE THEOLOGICAL LEGACY OF ST. AUGUSTINE

LESSON 21
The World after Augustine
Overview of the Lecture
This lecture will make transition to consider the centuries following Augustine and his influence on
the Church. As the Reformation was in part a debate over the ecclesiastical and soteriological ideas of
Augustine, so Medieval theology is in many ways also an on-going dialogue about the meaning and
influence of Augustine. We will survey the some of the developments in the early Medieval Church
and the direct dependence on Augustine as the purveyor of Catholic orthodoxy in the west.

Overview of the Readings
This week you will read Augustine’s City of God Books 3-4. In Book 3 Augustine demonstrates that
prior to the advent of Christianity Rome suffered severe calamities and disasters despite the unrivaled
worship of their pagan gods. In Book 4 Augustine rejects the Roman claim that the blessings on their
empire have come from the pagan gods and instead argues that any and all blessings must be rightly
ascribed to the only true God of the Bible. The supplemental readings provide the Canons of the
Fourth Lateran Council (1215), the most important Medieval council. These Canons provide classic
definitions of numerous dogmatic issues. One can not sufficiently understand the Medieval Church
without encountering the decisions of this Council. Enjoy!

Learning Outcomes: At the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
1.

Discuss the centuries after Augustine and the birth of the Medieval period

2.

Articulate the historical context for the early Medieval period

3.

Summarize Augustine’s influence

4.

Assess Augustine’s most important influence

5.

Understand Medieval theology and the emergence of the early Catholic tradition

6.

Utilize Augustine’s work as a lens to help us better understand the Medieval Church
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Required Work
Listen
Take careful notes on Lecture XXI.
Supplement and expand your notes by a thoughful integration of the outline provided.

Read
[Primary Sources] The Essential Augustine: Vol. II Practical, Controversial and Speculative Works:
Selections from City of God Books 3-4.
[Supplemental Readings] A Medieval Miscellany: Select Readings Week Twenty One: The
Canons of the Fourth Lateran Council, 1215.

Reflect
Please review your notes of the lecture and recollections of the reading(s) and in a page
develop your ideas concerning one (or two) of the major themes raised in the lecture.
Please summarize Augustine’s arguments attributing Rome’s success to God

Apply
Evaluate Augustine’s influence on the early Medieval tradition. What is the relationship
between the areas of Augustine’s influence and the missionary activities of the Church?
On this basis, how might some of these principles be applied to a missionary or evangelistic context in the contemporary Church? What kind of things were important for them to
emphasize and how does that help you better understand the early Medieval Church?

Lecture Notes
Augustine said concerning prayer: “Accordingly, if anything is ordered in a way contrary
to our prayer, we ought, patiently bearing the disappointment, and in everything giving
thanks to God, to entertain no doubt whatever that it was right that the will of God and not
our will should be done. For of this the Mediator has given us an example, inasmuch as,
after He had said, ‘Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me,‘ transforming the
human will which was in Him through His incarnation, He immediately added, ‘Nevertheless, O Father, not as I will but as Thou wilt.‘ Wherefore, not without reason are many
made righteous by the obedience of One.” Augustine Ep. CXXX.14 (26)
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An Introduction
A. Summary of Lecture XX
1.

Concluded our discussion on the background information to the City of God

2.

Explored several related issues raised in the City of God

3.

Provided a detailed overview of the contents of the City of God

4.

Investigated some of the implications of issues raised in the City of God

5.

Provided a summary overview of Augustine’s works

B. Objectives
1.

To investigate the centuries after Augustine and the birth of the Medieva
period

2.

To provide the historical context for the early Medieval period

3.

To make an account of Augustine’s influence

4.

To assess Augustine’s most important influence

5.

To begin to understand the Medieval theology and the emergence of the early
Catholic tradition

6.

To use Augustine’s work as a lens to help us better understand the Medieval
Church

II. Introductory Material
A. Limit the Focus to the West
1.

Despite the fact that Augustine influenced (and was influenced) by both east
and west

2.

Subsequent to the fall of Rome there were political and eccesiastical shifts of
huge consequence that were made
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Eventually the churches in the east and west split
a.

Closely related to politics, economics, culture and language

b.

Theological reasons for the split

c.

Hopeless division

d. Unity of faith
B. Political Disarray in the Aftermath of the Fall of Rome
1.

Shifts

2.

Power vacuum

C. The Role of the Church
1.

2.

Filled the political void
a.

Had the mechanism to take control

b.

Provided stability

c.

Augustine had a major influence in these areas

The role of monastic institutions
a.

Provided an outlet

b.

Worked in the scriptorium to copy and collect ancient manuscripts

III. Historical Considerations
A. Terminology
1.

The Middle Ages
a.

The insinuation
(1) That it was an insignificant period bridging the gap, or marking time
between 2 more important epochs
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(2) That the people were unenlightened
(3) Does not account for the exingencies of the period
(4) Technically marked a time of extraordinary culture and achievement
that industriously strived to preserve the ancient heritage
b.

The Dark Ages is another pejorative
(1) These people actually considered themselves modern
(2) Near 1000 there was a frenzy of eschatological fervor

c.

Periods of extraordinary enlightenment and intellectual achievement
(1) The Carolingian Renaissance
(2) The 12th century Renaissance
(3) The Renaissance of the 14th and 15th centuries

2.

The Age of Faith
a.

Careful to define faith as understood by the Medieval world
(1) It is not merely an ascent of belief or positive thinking
(2) Faith had the sense of the body of sound teaching and doctrine
reaching back to Christ and His disciples and ultimately Scripture
(3) Not subjective, much more historical

b.

The body of teaching was doctrine (which is theological content) as opposed to dogma (which is more philosophical in nature)

c.

The faith of the Church placed an important emphasis on preaching and
exposition of the word
(1) Necessitated by increased illiteracy and a general decline in education
(2) Apostolic Preaching

(3) This emphasis was consonant with the active missionary efforts with
the Church
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Catholic
a.

Meaning universal belief as opposed to a personal experience

b.

Several ways that universal might be defined
(1) Geographically
(2) Transcending time

B. There was a Great Fascination with the Past
1.

Time was not far-removed

2.

They relied heavily on limited sources

3.

Education and literacy: Movement to Church education with a decline in public and private secular education

4.

Items composed by compilers
a.

Tanamount to excerpts

b.

Not compiled blindly

c.

Active involvement on behalf of the scribe with the text being transmitted

C. Augustine, More Than any Other, Defined the Contours of Thought
1.

Some examples from the early Medieval period include:
a.

Gregory the Great in Rome

a.

The Venerable Bede in England

b.

Alcuin in England and the continent (Germany/France)

c.

Julian of Toledo and Ildephonsus of Spain

d. (Ps) Dionysus the Areopagite
2.

Augustine had a huge influence specifically on these writers and many more
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IV. The Impact of Augustine on the Early Medieval Period
A. In Areas of Orthodoxy
1. The influence of Faith in the Creed
a.

The highest premium placed on the Catholic faith

b.

Credal developments stressing the importance of the Catholic faith
(1) Apostolic Creed
(2) The Nicene Creed and later developments
(3) The Synod of Toledo
(4) 2nd Synod of Autun in 670

c.

Another interesting example is afforded by the preface to sermons attributed to Boniface that emphasize the necessity of clinging to the Catholic
faith

d. Variety of Creeds: The Rule of Faith and Truth
(1) Identified with many Creeds
(2) Emphasized with new converts
(3) Elevated the importance of Augustine as a stalwart defender of the
true faith
e.

The Church was comfortable looking back to the Apostles to set a foundation to their enterprise

f.

The most important teachings at this time underscoring the importance of
Augustine and the missionary endeavor of the Church at this time
(1) Trinity
(2) The unity of the Church in belief and practice
(3) A strong emphasis on the crosswork
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Emphasis on the twofold teaching of othodoxy
a.

Apostolic preaching

b.

Exposition of the Lord’s Prayer

c.

Augustine was seen in a direct line of conveyance of these traditions

Opposition to the chief opponents of the Church
a.

Heathens, heretics and hypocrites
(1) Augustine defended the Church against each and was seen as a beacon
of light for others later in similar circumstances
(2) Bede, Alcuin, Isidore and others were later champions of the faith in an
Augustinian tradition

c.

Things to avoid; drawn, in part, from Augustine’s works
(1) Doctrine and deed go together (against the hypocrites)
(2) Innovation and novelty condemned (against the heretics)

B. What Works Were Being Read
1.

How might this be determined?
a.

The surviving number of manuscripts

b.

Monastic inventories (indicating manuscripts that once existed)

c.

Quotations
(1) Augustine is quoted more frequently than any other writer
(2) Ironically sometimes Augustine’s works are used heavily but not cited
as in the case of the widely popular works of Gregory and Bede’s
Commentary on the Psalms

C. Some Summary Thoughts
V. Some Concluding Ideas
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LESSON 22
An Augustinian Synthesis by the Early Medieval Church
Overview of the Lecture
This lecture surveys some of the debates that emerged in the Medieval Church as they confronted
issues long-before addressed by Augustine. Centuries after his death, Augustine is found once again
surrounded by controversy and “who, although he is dead, by faith, he nevertheless speaks!” (Hebrews
11:4) His works define the boundaries of the issues debated. We will also so the huge influence that
Augustine’s moral writings and sermons had on those evangelizing the pagan of northern Europe.
The lecture concludes with a careful description of some of the more important theologians at this time
and their various approaches to the controversies discussed.

Overview of the Readings
This week you will read Augustine’s City of God Books 5 and 15. In Book 5 Augustine discusses the
doctrine of fate and its relationship to the increase of the Roman Empire. He also discusses briefly the
relationship between God’s foreknowledge and our freewill. In the second part of the City of God
Augustine has made transition to discuss the origins and destiny of the two cities. Book 15 discusses
sacred history from Cain and Abel to the Flood. The supplemental readings include the proceedings
and Canons from the Council of Trent, the post-Reformation council that defined Roman Catholicism
over against Protestantism. Enjoy!

Learning Outcomes: At the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
1.

Survey the historical context of the period

2.

Describe Augustine’s direct and indirect influence on the period

3.

Discuss some of the ensuing debates that swirled around Augustine’s theological
positions

4.

Identify some of the more significant theological developments during the time period
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Required Work
Listen
Take careful notes on Lecture XXII.
Supplement and expand your notes by a thoughful integration of the outline provided.

Read
[Primary Sources] The Essential Augustine: Vol. II Practical, Controversial and Speculative Works:
Selections from City of God Books 5 and 15.
[Supplemental Readings] A Medieval Miscellany: Select Readings Week Twenty Two: Proceedings and Canons from the Council of Trent.

Reflect
Please review your notes of the lecture and recollections of the reading(s) and in a page
develop your ideas concerning one (or two) of the major themes raised in the lecture.
Please summarize Augustine’s ideas concerning the relationship between foreknowledge
and freewill.

Apply
Many of the controversies that arose at this time were directly related to the influx of new
pagan converts. In a similar way, the Council of Jerusalem, described in Acts 15, had to
deal with controversies surrounding the influx of new converts. Summarize the situation
discussed in the lecture and role of Augustine’s works. Discuss in what way the Christian
mission of encountering people in their most desperate need and clothed in absolute
ignorance is refreshing and keeps the Church honest. How does this relate to your own life
and service?

Lecture Notes
Augustine said concerning prayer: Among all these things, our own welfare and the benefits which friendship bids us ask for others are things to be desired on their own account;
but a competency of the necessaries of life is usually sought, if it be sought in the proper
way, not on its own account, but for the sake of the two higher benefits. Welfare consists in
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the possession of life itself, and health and soundness of mind and body. The claims of
friendship, moreover, are not to be confined within too narrow range, for it embraces all to
whom love and kindly affection are due, although the heart goes out to some of these more
freely, to others more cautiously; yea, it even extends to our enemies, for whom also we
are commanded to pray. There is accordingly no one in the whole human family to whom
kindly affection is not due by reason of the bond of a common humanity, although it may
not be due on the ground of reciprocal love. . . “ Augustine Ep. CXXX.6 (13)
I.

An Introduction
A. Summary of Lecture XXI
1.

Investigated the centuries after Augustine and the birth of the Medieval period

2.

Provided the historical context for the early Medieval period

3.

Made an account of Augustine’s influence

4.

Assessed Augustine’s most important influence

5.

Began to study Medieval theology and the emergence of the early Catholic
tradition

6.

Used Augustine’s work as a lens to help us better understand the Medieval
Church

B. Some Sumary Observations on the Medieval Church
C. Objectives
1.

To survey the historical context of the period

2.

To explore Augustine’s direct and indirect influence on the period

3.

To investigate briefly some of the ensuing debates that swirled around
Augustine’s theological positions

4.

To survey some of the more significant theological developments during the
time period
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II. Introductory Observations
A. An Emphasis on Christian Living
1.

2.

Orthopraxy
a.

Proper behavior

b.

Augustine’s Enchiridion defined Medieval Christian virtue: Faith, Hope
and Love

A number of Medieval works emphasized the importance of proper Christian
behavior
a.

A mechanism of teaching new converts, particularly from pagan backgrounds and illiterate
(1) Pagans were still heavily involved in idolatry and magic
(2) Various themes reoccur in missionary sermons providing vivid insight
into the problems that the missionaries faced and life of paganism
(3) These things were also addressed by Creeds and various institutional
developments like Halloween

3.

b.

This underscores the importance and success of missions

c.

Emphasized the Gospel written on the heart: the concept of a conversion
lived out in a changed life motivated by gratitude

Emphasis on the Law
a.

It was a schoolmaster for the new converts

b.

The notion of law was held in tension over against the Augustinian conception of grace
(1) This led to controversies over the question of the relationship between
God’s sovereignty and human responsibility
(2) The missionary thrust renewed these issues in their primitive setting
and forced the Church once again to deal with these
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They turned to Augustine’s anti-Pelagian works to resolve the issues
(1) An important key to this problem during the Carolingian period was
found in Augustine’s distinction between nature and grace
(2) Augustine’s definitions of grace and of original sin were key
(3) The arguments seemed to anticipate the driving issues of the Protestant Reformation in the 16th century including Sola Gratia and Sola Fidei
and the relationship between faith and works
(4) Numerous examples of the theologians found in the middle of this
debate including Julian of Toledo and Ildephonsus, who wrote a
tractate on the Virgin Mary that was expunged in the Reformation by
Catholics

B. Other issues
1.

The question of sacraments was debated including the meaning and identity of
the elements of the Eucharist

2.

Bede argued for the priesthood of the believer

III. Elements of the Ministry
A. Preaching the Word was of Great Importance
1.

Many looked to Augustine the pastor
a.

His sermons were widely distributed

b.

Augustine also defined Medieval hermeneutics

2.

Preaching was essential to the missionary activities of the Church

3.

Preaching inevitably conflicted with the liturgical and sacramental obligations
of the Church which is also addressed by Augustine

B. The Medieval Sacramental System
1.

The issues were cast into an Augustinian framework
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2.

The controversial issues were the function and role of the minister, the meaning of the sacrament and the relationship with grace

3.

An overview of the sacramental system

4.

An excursus on the emergence of several sacraments and beliefs
(1) Penance
(2) Baptism
(3) Purgatory

IV. Other Historical Developments in the Church: Conflicts at Corbie
A. The Eucharistic Controversy
1.

Introductory material

2.

Radbert
a.

Biographical information

b.

The Eucharistic controversy over the elements as the Lord’s body and
blood

c.

The Lord’s body and blood
(1) The power of God
(2) The need for knowledge
(3) Sacraments as a pledge of salvation
(4) The differentiation between truth and figure made by Radbert

3.

Ratramn
a.

Biographical information

b.

Introduction
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(1) He wrote Christ’s Body and Blood to clarify various issues
(2) He seeks to define the terms figure and truth
c.

Insists on the need for mystery and faith

d. The change
(1) Its nature
(2) The parallel in baptism
(3) Outward and inward aspects in the Lord’s Supper
3.

Some conclusions
a.

Radbert’s theories were accepted

b.

This laid the foundation for the invisible transformation of the elements of
the Eucharist

B. The Predestinarian Controversy
1.

The debate

2.

Gottschalk’s preaching

3.

The five propositions
a.

Foreordination in salvation and perdition (double predestination from
Augustine)

b.

The certainty of salvation and perdition

c.

Non-universality of salvation

d. Limited atonement
e.
4.

Freedom of the will applies to evil alone

Gottshalk’s condemnation
a.

He was brutally beaten to death
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There was a confusion between the condemnation of the person and his
opinions and the real issue which dealt with truth in his teaching

Replies to Pardulus and Rabanus
a.

Pardulus

b.

Rabanus
(1) God can not author sin
(2) Predestination only for the elect and heaven
(3) He condemned various teachings of Gottschalk concerning predestination as did Remegius

6.

Remegius appeals to the truth of God and the faith of the fathers followed

7.

Summary

V. Summary Conclusions
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LESSON 23
Debate over the Augustinian Synthesis
Overview of the Lecture
This lecture provides an overview of a number of elements in the Medieval Church and Augustine’s
profound influence on these developments. In particular we will investigate the influence of several
specific works by Augustine on various prominent themes. Of further interest will be the study of
emergence of a Christian anti-Semitism in the early and Medieval Church. Finally, various theological
debates will be surveyed. This period represents a period of intensive debates by many prominent
theologians over the meaning of the works of Augustine.

Overview of the Readings
This week you will read Augustine’s City of God Books 18 and 20. In Book 18 Augustine traces the
parallel courses of the two cities from the time of Abraham to the end of the world. Augustine also
discusses both Scriptural and what he has understood to be non-scriptural predictions regarding
Christ. In Book 20 Augustine provides biblical arguments from the Old and the New Testaments
concerning the Last Judgment. The supplemental readings provide Augustine’s monastic rule, the
rule of St. Benedict and an analysis of Augustine’s rule on the Benedictine rule. These readings will
help you to gage Augustine’s influence on later monastic developments. Enjoy!

Learning Outcomes: At the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
1.

Provide some background and insight into various theological developments and
interests in the early Medieval Church and their relationship to Augustine

2.

Articulate a balanced understanding of motivating issues in the Medieval Church and
the relevance of these issues today

3.

Critically evaluate the tendencies and forces that give rise to various developments

4.

Discuss anti-Semitism in the early and Medieval Church

5.

Describe some of the theological controversies in the early Medieval Church in the
west

6.

Understand more fully Anselm, one of Augustine’s Medieval heirs
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Required Work
Listen
Take careful notes on Lecture XXIII.
Supplement and expand your notes by a thoughful integration of the outline provided.

Read
[Primary Sources] The Essential Augustine: Vol. II Practical, Controversial and Speculative Works:
Selections from City of God Books 18 and 20.
[Supplemental Readings] A Medieval Miscellany: Select Readings Week Twenty Three: The
Monastic Rule of St. Augustine; The Monastic Rule of St. Benedict and a study of the relationship between the two rules.

Reflect
Please review your notes of the lecture and recollections of the reading(s) and in a page
develop your ideas concerning one (or two) of the major themes raised in the lecture.
Please summarize Augustine’s arguments supporting the Last Judgment.

Apply
Please discuss some of the background and development of Christian anti-Semitism in the
early and Medieval Church and its horrid consequences in later times. What were the key
issues of disagreement between Jews and Christians in the Medieval period? What common ground, if any, exists between Jews and Christians? Please provide a summary written for a recent convert on how to share your faith with a Jew.

Lecture Notes
Prayer: Domine Iesu, noverim me, noverim te, Nec aliquid cupiam nisi te. Oderim me et amem te.
Omnia agam propter te. Humilem me, exaltem te. Nihil cogitem nisi te. Mortificem me et vivam in te.
Quaecumque eveniant accipiam a te. Persequar me, sequar te; Semerque optem sequi te. Fugiam me,
confugiam ad te; Ut merear defendi a te. Timeam mihi, timeam te; Et sim inter electos a te. Diffidam
mihi, fidam in te. Obedire velim propter te. Ad nihil afficiar nisi ad te; Et pauper sim propter te.
Aspice me, ut diligam te. Voca me, ut videam te; Et in aeternum fruar te. Amen.

© Copyright 2000 by OUTREACH, INC., Grand Rapids, Michigan, U.S.A.

Augustine and Medieval Theology

Learning Guide 265

Lord Jesus, let me know myself and know You; and desire nothing except You. Let me
hate myself and love You. Let me do everything for You. Let me humble myself and exalt
You. Let me think of nothing except You. Let me die to myself and live in You. Let me
accept whatever happens as from You. Let me banish self and follow You; and always
desire to follow You. Let me fly from myself and take refuge in You; that I may deserve to
be defended by You. Let me fear for myself, let me fear You; And let me be among those
who are chosen by You. Let me distrust myself and put my trust in You. Let me be willing to obey for Your sake. Let me cling to nothing except to Thee; and let me be poor
because of You. Look upon me, that I may love You. Call me that I may see You; and for
ever enjoy You. Amen. Augustine, Domine Iesu, Noverim Me (Lord Jesus, Let Me Know Myself)
I.

An Introduction
A. Summary of Lecture XXII
1.

Surveyed the historical context of the period

2.

Explored Augustine’s direct and indirect influence on the period

3.

Investigated briefly some of the ensuing debates that swirled around
Augustine’s theological positions

4.

Surveyed some of the more significant theological developments during the
time period

B. Objectives
1.

To provide some background and insight into various theological developments and interests in the Medieval Church and their relationship to
Augustine

2.

To try to provide a balanced understanding of motivating issues in the
Medieval Church and the relevance of these issues today

3.

To think critically about the tendencies and forces that give rise to various
developments

4.

To survey anti-Semitism in the early and Medieval Church

5.

To survey some of the theological controversies in the Medieval Church in the
west

6.

To study more closely Anselm, one of Augustine’s Medieval heirs
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II. Background Material
A. The Balance Between Belief and Practice
1.

Importance of Orthodoxy

2.

The Importance of Orthopraxy

B. The Development of the Doctrine of Purgatory
1.

The pagan background

2.

The Jewish intermediation of the doctrine

3.

Purgatory and the NT

4.

The emergence of the doctrine in the early Church

5.

The place of Augustine in the debate

6.

a.

He remains somewhat ambivilant or non-commital

b.

His enormous influence was used to leverage the doctrine at a later time

The final acceptance and articulation of the doctrine

III. Interesting Issues of Importance
A. Jewish-Christian Relations
1.

2.

Augustine’s Spirit and the Letter
a.

What is the function of the law?

b.

This question also relates to the missionary interests

c.

This also relates to the larger question of Jews and the OT

Some background information on Jewish-Christian relations
a.

Emerging anti-Semitism

b.

Intermittent barbarities
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The core of the debate
(1) What is the extent of God’s revelation: the OT, the NT or both?
(2) What is the nature of the Godhead: the Shema or the Trinity?
(3) What is the essence of true religion: the Law, Grace or both?

3.

Some fascinating surviving tracts relating to these issues
a.

Justin Martyr

b.

Marcion and Jewish-Christian extremes

c.

Chrysostom

d. Various anonymous tractates
e.

Regarding Augustine, their were not as many Jews in his area so while an
issue it was not as prominent (there was a higher concentration of Jews in
the vicinity of Cyrene)

f.

Gregory of Tours

g.

Ildephonsus

h.

Isidore of Seville wrote a work entitled Catholic Faith versus the Jew

B. Biblical Exegesis
1.

2.

The central role of On Christian Doctrine
a.

Important handbook

b.

The fourfold approach to Scripture

c.

In particular, allegory was used against the claims of the Jews and their
use of the OT

Other working principles
a.

For Christians: No Antimonies

© Copyright 2000 by OUTREACH, INC., Grand Rapids, Michigan, U.S.A.

Augustine and Medieval Theology

b.

Learning Guide 268

For Jews: Block Logic
(1) Maintained a tension between seeming opposites
(2) Truth was found inclusively, not through mutual exclusion

3.

Augustine and various antimonies
a.

Grace and freewill

b.

Scripture and tradition

c.

The goodness of God and the existence of evil

C. Some Related Factors Concerning City of God
1.

The importance of which is illustrated in the City of God
a.

Had a huge influence in the Medieval period

b.

There was a fusion of the Kingdom of God, temporal authority and the
Church

2.

City of God also addressed the actions and behavior of the citizen of heaven in
the fallen city

3.

The Church at Rome

4.

The Authority of Peter
a.

Peter place among the apostles
(1) Strong leader with simple faith
(2) Attacked as a stock buffoon by heretical (especially Gnostic) texts

b.

Peter in Matthew 16
(1) Given authority by Christ
(2) The problem of the passage on the keys
(3) Possible interpretations of the passage
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Peter in Rome

d. The emergence of Church hierarchy
e.
5.

The gradual emergence of papal authority

Relations between Church and State
a.

Acient and contemporary controversy

b.

Problems of authority and jurisdiction
(1) The Investiture Controversy
(2) Ecclesiastical versus secular courts
(3) The Donation of Constantine

IV. Other Historical Developments in the Church: Faith Seeks Understanding with
Anselm (11 c)
A. Introductory Comments
B. Letter on the Incarnation of the Word
C. Proslogion
1.

Preface

2.

The existence of God

3.

a.

The concept moves from meditation to prayer to a definition of the existence of God

b.

The definition implies the rationality of belief

c.

The fool’s rejection

The nature of God
a.

Supreme and self-existent

b.

Sensible and incorporeal
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Almighty

d. Compassionate and impassible
e.
4.

Just and merciful

Further aspects of God
a.

His attributes

b.

His distinction from other spirits

c.

He is seen and not seen

d. He is inaccessible light and ineffable beauty
e.

He is unity

f.

He is uniqueness

g.

He is Trinity

He is the good of goods
5.

Some further comments

D. Cur Deus Homo?
1.

Introductory comments

2.

Treatment of objections to the incarnation

3.

The rationale for the incarnation

4.

a.

Various presuppositions

b.

Positive arguments

Some observations and conclusions

E. On Original Sin
1.

Introductory comments
© Copyright 2000 by OUTREACH, INC., Grand Rapids, Michigan, U.S.A.

Augustine and Medieval Theology

2.

Learning Guide 271

The difference between original sin and personal sin
a.

Original sin defined

b. Personal sin defined
3.

The corruption of the human nature

4.

Sin’s affect on the rational will

5.

Unrighteousness and the will

6.

The nothingness of evil

7.

Concerning sin

8.

a.

Its punishment

b.

The idea of conception in sin

c.

The magnitude of sin

Infants and sin
a.

Their descent from Adam

b.

The idea of individual responsibility

c.

The teaching of original sin

F. Summary Conclusions of his enormous debt to Augustine
V. Some Concluding Thoughts
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LESSON 24
Augustine Rediscovered by the Later Medieval Church
Overview of the Lecture
This lecture reviews the major theological developments from the 9th through the 13th
centuries and their direct relationship to Augustine. We will examine some of the controversies and sidelining issues that gave rise to various theological debates. The lecture will
conclude by evaluating Augustine’s influence on the Reformation and the post-Reformation periods.

Overview of the Readings
This week you will read Augustine’s City of God Books 21 and 22. In Book 21 Augustine
discusses the ultimate end of the fallen city and the devil and objections that are raised
against eternal punishment. Book 22 examines the end of the city of God in eternal bliss
and happiness. He also argues for the necessity of believing in the literal fulfillment of the
resurrection of the body.

Learning Outcomes: At the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
1.

Summarize the major theological concerns of the 9th and 10th centuries

2.

Explain some of the important theological reconsiderations of the 11th and 12th
centuries

3.

List the major theologians and developments of the High Medieval period

4.

Appreciate the extraordinary influence of Augustine during this period

5.

Reflect upon later developments and controversies and their response toAugustine’s
theology

Required Work
Listen
Take careful notes on Lecture XXIV.
Supplement and expand your notes by a thoughful integration of the outline provided.
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Read
[Primary Sources] The Essential Augustine: Vol. II Practical, Controversial and Speculative Works:
Selections from City of God Books 21-22.
[Supplemental Readings] A Medieval Miscellany: Select Readings Week Twenty four: “Reconsiderations” and the study of the influence Augustine’s legacy.

Reflect
Please review your notes of the lecture and recollections of the reading(s) and in a page
develop your ideas concerning one (or two) of the major themes raised in the lecture.
Please summarize Augustine’s arguments for the resurrection.

Apply
There were a number of theologians in the Medieval period that anticipated issues raised
by the Protestant reformers. Please identify some of these proto-Reform theologians and
discuss their relationship to Augustine. Also explore the impact that Augustine had on the
Reformation. Conclude your thoughts by identifying the single-most important issue for
Augustine to influence in the contemporary Church.

Lecture Notes
Prayer: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, you who stretched your arms on the
cross, and who drank the cup of passion for the redemption of all people, make me worthy
to receive today your instruction. Behold, I, the poor, come to you, the rich; I, the pitiful,
come to you, the merciful; let me not depart empty and despised. I am hungry and come
seeking after you; do not abandon me unsatisfied. I want to eat and I draw near to you; let
me not depart without any food. If I groan before I eat, then give me to eat after the sighs.
At first, O most-sweet Jesus, I confess before your kindness my transgression against myself. Behold, O Lord, I was conceived and born in iniquities; and although you washed
and sanctified me, later on, I defiled myself again with greater sins. Born with the involuntary sins, I threw myself afterwards into the voluntary ones. But you, O Lord, remembered
your mercy and brought me forth out of the house of my carnal father and the camp of the
transgressors, and inspired me to follow you, together with the generation of them who
seek your countenance, who walk on your straight path, who live among the lilies of your
purity and who sit with you at the banquet of the highest poverty. But even though I was
grateful for all these blessings and had established myself on religion, I did many illicit
and wicked things. And while I should have been correcting my faults, I was adding sins
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upon sins. These are my evil deeds with which I dishonored you and defiled myself,
created in your image and likeness: haughtiness, vanity, and many other such passions
which my utterly unfortunate soul is troubled and afflicted, torn to pieces and lost. Behold, O Lord, my transgressions have risen above my head and as a heavy burden they
have pressed heavily upon me. And if you, whose characteristic is to have mercy and
compassion always, do not stretch out to me the right hand of your majesty, I, the hardhearted one, will be forced to sink miserably into the abyss. Hear me, O Lord and God,
and look, for you are holy; behold, my enemy is coming against me and saying: God has
forsaken him; I will pursue him and take him, for there is no one to deliver him. And you,
O Lord, how long? Return, O Lord, deliver my soul, save me for your mercy’s sake. Pity
your child to which you gave birth with little pain, and do not observe my wickedness
disregarding your goodness. Who is a father who does not save his son? Or who is the
son whom the father will not raise with a staff of clemency? Wherefore, O Father and
Master, although I am a sinner, I cannot help but be your son, for you both created and
recreated me. And now that I have sinned, restore me. After I am raised up first with a
slap, offer me to your son. Does a mother forget her child? But even if she forgets, you, O
Father, promised that you will not forget. Behold, I cry out, will you not hear me? I feel
pain, will you not console me? What can I say? What can I do, the thrice-wretched one?
Having been deprived of this consolation, I am cast away from the presence of your eyes.
Alas to me! Having so many blessings, I fell into so many evils. Where was I wishing to
go, and where did I arrive? Where am I, and where am I not? For whom did I breathe and
now for what do I sigh? I asked for the blessings and here is the giver. Behold, I die already and Jesus is not with me. I would rather not exist at all that exist without Jesus. I
would better not live at all than live without Life. And you, O Lord Jesus, where are your
ancient mercies? Will you be angry with me to the end? I pray: be compassionate, have
mercy on me and turn not your face away from those who smite you and spit upon you. I
confess that I have sinned and I know myself well, that I am worthy of condemnation, and
my repentance is not sufficient to your satisfaction, but your mercy surpasses every transgression. I beseech you, O all-good Master, do not record against me my bitterness for
you, that I may enter into judgment with your servant, but, according to the multitude of
your compassion, blot out my transgressions, Alas to me, the wretched one! For the day of
judgment is coming and the books of consciences will be opened. The it will be said of
me: Behold the man and his works. What shall I say then, O Lord my God. when the heavens reveal my sin and the earth rises up against me? Behold, I will have nothing to respond, but bowing down my head out of shame, I will stand before you terrified and
trembling. Alas to me the wretched one! What can I say? To you will I cry out, O Lord,
my God. Why being silent do I waste myself? Yet even if I speak, my pain will not cease;
If I again keep silent, great bitterness will distress my heart. Lament, my soul, like the
widow for her husband from virginity. Mourn, O most wretched one, and weep as you
have been dismissed by your bridegroom, Christ. But, O omnipotent one, never rush at
me, for then you could never forgive me. Forget it; there is nothing in me which could
make you endure more. Have mercy on me that I may not despair, but that I may breathe
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in hope. For if I did things worthy of condemnation, nevertheless, you did not forsake me,
whom you have been accustomed to saving. You, O Lord, do not want the death of sinners
and you do not rejoice in the destruction of people. More than that, you were pleased to
die so that the ones who die may have life, and your death has put to death the death of
sinners. Since, therefore, you died and they rose, I implore you, O Lord, that I may not die
while you live; stretch out your hand from above and deliver me from the hand of my
enemies that they may not rejoice against me nor say: let us swallow him up. Who will
ever doubt, O infinitely good Jesus, your love for mankind? For while we were enemies,
you ransomed us with your blood and reconciled us with God. Behold, therefore, protected by the shadow of your mercy, I run towards the throne of your glory asking for
forgiveness, crying and knocking until you have pity on me. For if you have called us for
remission when we did not ask for it, how much more will you give us remission when we
pray for it? Remember not, O most-sweet Jesus, your justice to the one who has sinned
against you, bit rather remember your kindness to your creature; remember not your wrath
against the one who is under judgment, but remember rather your mercy on the pitiful
one. Forget the proud who provokes and look upon the meek who invokes. What is Jesus
if not a Savior? Wherefore, O Jesus, rise up to help me, and say to my soul: I am your
salvation. I take heart, O Lord, because of your goodness, for you yourself are the one who
taught me to request, to ask and to knock, and so, remembering your exhortation, I request,
ask and knock. You, then, O Lord, who order to request, order that I may receive; you who
exhort to ask, provide that I may find; you who teach to knock, open to the one who
knocks. Strengthen the weak, lift up the lost, raise the dead and make me worthy to direct
and govern all my senses, thoughts and deeds towards your pleasure so that from now on
I may live serving you, living for you and offering myself to you, I know, O my Lord, that
since you created me, I owe myself all to you; and since you ransomed me and became
man for me, I owe you even more than myself, if indeed I had more than myself, so much
greater are you than the one for whom you gave yourself. Behold, there is nothing more
that I have. And even if I did, I could not give it to you being what I am, so far away from
you. Receive me, then, and draw me near to you that I might be yours by willful imitation
and by love as I am yours by nature, for you live and reign unto the ages, Amen. (A Prayer
to the Lord Jesus Christ attributed to Augustine from a Greek anthology of Patristic prayers
by A. D. Siminoff, Mevga Proseuchtavion. Athens, 1906, p. 347, 7).
I.

An Introduction
A. Summary of Lecture XXIII
1.

Provided some background and insight into various theological developments
and interests in the Medieval Church and their relationship to Augustine

2.

Provided a balanced understanding of motivating issues in the Medieval
Church and the relevance of these issues today
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3.

Gave thought to the tendencies and forces that gave rise to various developments

4.

Surveyed anti-Semitism in the early and Medieval Church

5.

Surveyed some of the theological controversies in the Medieval Church in the
west

6.

To study more closely Anselm, one of Augustine’s Medieval heirs

B. Objectives
1.

To summarize the major theological concerns of the 9th and 10th centuries

2.

To examine some of the important theological reconsiderations of the 11th and
12th centuries

3.

To investigate the major theologians and developments of the High Medieval
period

4.

To show the extraordinary influence of Augustine during this period

5.

To reflect briefly on later developments and controversies and their response
to Augustine’s theology

II. Reconsiderations of the Augustinian Synthesis
A. Background to the Time Period
1.

The Carolingian period

2.

Cultural Reawakenings
a.

Time periods
(1) 8-10th centuries
(2) mid 12-13th centuries
(3) mid 14-15th centuries
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Trends
(1) Various political and economic tendencies
(2) Increase in education: lay and clerical
(3) Production of new manuscripts

c.

Resulted in a number of important developments

B. Main Issues: Static Traditions
1.

2.

Some initial considerations
a.

The place of liturgy

b.

Sensitivity to regionalisms

c.

These concessions led to controversial splits

Christology
a.

Son of God in a more literal sense
(1) Led to adoptionistic tendencies
(2) Proponents: Elipandus of Toledo and Felix of Urgel

b.

Son of God as a title of honor and position
(1) Refuted the adoptionistic tendencies of those above
(2) Proponents: Alcuin and Hincmar

c.
3.

Both sides invoked Augustine leading to new developments in textual
criticism and textual studies

Trinitarianism
a.

Position of Gottschalk

b.

Position of Hincmar
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Both claimed Augustine

Liturgical problems
a.

Catholic belief rested on: Tradition, Scripture and the Rule of Prayer (i.e.
the Liturgy)
1.

This led to questions about how these all interrelate

2.

One must bear in mind the regional liturgical variations (of which
Augustine was very sensitive)

3.

Often led to controversy

C. Other Issues: Emerging Traditions
1.

Mary as Theotokos

2.

The elements of the Eucharist

3.

a.

Position of Radbertus

b.

Position of Ratramnus

Theological issues reconsidered
(1) Augustine is once again at the center of the debate
(2) The sovereignty of grace
i

Position of: Gottschalk, Radbertus, Florus and Prudentius

ii

Position of Hincmar and the Quiercy Council

(3) The place of reason in the Christian experience: John Scotus Erigena
D. Some Concluding Observations
III. New Questions for the New Millennium (11th and 12th centuries)
A. Background Information
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B. What is the Way of Salvation?
C. Various Practices and Beliefs
1.

Mary as Mediatrix

2.

The communion of the saints

3.

The relationship between Christ and the Eucharist

IV. Reintegration of the Catholic Tradition (13th century)
A. Desire to Unify Beliefs
B. Period of Extraordinary Theological Production
C. Systematization of Catholic Belief
D. Augustine and the Giants of this Century
1.

Anselm

2.

Peter Lombard

3.

Bonaventure

4.

Thomas Aquinas

E. Major Theological Ideas Discussed
1.

Predestination

2.

The Trinity

3.

Natural Theology

4.

Ecclesiastical Order

5.

Celestial Order

6.

Mysticism
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V. Other Historical Developments in the Church
A. The Tale of Two Peters
1.

Peter Abelard and the doctrine of the atonement
a.

Introductory material
(1) Biographical information
(2) Abelard’s soteriology

b.

Abelard’s doctrine of the atonement
(1) Abelard’s treatment of Romans 3:19-26
(2) Various questions raised

c.

The solution
(1) Divine and human love
(2) Human love

d. Survey
(1) Omissions
(2) Qualities
(3) Defects
2.

Peter Lombard and the sacraments
a.

Introductory material
(1) Biographical information
(2) Lombard’s Sentences

b.

The Sacraments
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(1) Four questions
(2) Definition of a sacrament
(3) The purpose of the sacraments
(4) The constitution of the sacraments
(5) A distinction between OT and NT sacraments
(6) Sacraments and the new law
c.

Ecclesiastical orders
(1) The seven orders of church service
(2) Presbyters
(3) The definition of an order
(4) The difference between the order and the office

4.

Some summary conclusions

B. The Angelic Doctor: St. Thomas Aquinas
1.

Preliminary considerations
a.

Biographical material

b.

His works

c.

The Summa theologiae

d. Varous features of the Summa
(1) Its structure
(2) Its authorities (most especially: Augustine)
2.

The nature of theology
a.

Theology and philosophy
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Theology as a science
(1) Is theology a science?
(2) Is theology a single science?
(3) Is theology a practical science?
(4) Is God the subject of theology?

c.

Modes of theology
(1) Argument
(2) Metaphor

d. Multiple exegesis
e.
3.

Some summary conclusions

The doctrine of God
a.

Arguments for His existence

b.

What God is from what He is not

c.

His perfection

d. His justice and mercy

4.

e.

His providence

f.

Predestination

e.

Various questions raised

Sin, Grace and Faith
a.

Sin
(1) Original sin
(2) The effects of sin
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Grace
(1) The need for grace
(2) The nature of grace
(3) The divisions of grace: Free grace, sanctifying grace and justification

c.

Faith
(1) The object of faith
(2) The act of faith

5.

Some summary conclusions

C. Some Impressions
VI. Some Concluding Thoughts
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