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Lecture |
GENERAL INTRODUCTION
I. THE SCOPE OF THE COURSE
II. MATERIALS TO AID IN THE STUDY OF JOSHUA
III. THE SURVIVAL OF A NATION
IV. TITLE AND AUTHOR
A. Current viewpoints
B. Older suggestions
C. Arguments for Joshua’s basic authorship
V. HISTORICAL SETTING
A. Egypt
B. Palestine
VI. INTERPRETATION
A. The typological approach
B. The mythological approach

C. The historical approach
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VIill. IMPORTANT THEMES

A. The covenant faithfulness of the Lord (cf. Joshua
21:43-45)

B. The importance of the written word of God (Joshua
1:8;8:32-35;23:6-16; 24:26-27)

C. The failure of human effort apart from divine directives
D. The doctrine of collective responsibility (Joshua 7)
E. The divine view of sin and its just punishment
IX. THE MAN JOSHUA
A. The selection of the man
B. The preparation of the man
1. His personal experience
2. The example of Moses

3. Divine exhortation

C. The success of the man

Lecture 1l
PREPARING TO ENTER THE LAND (Joshua 1-2)
I. JOSHUA’S COMMISSION (Joshua 1:1-9)

A. Introduction (1:1)

B. The promise of the land (1:2-7)

1. The promise of divine support (1:2)
2. The indication of geographic scope (1:3-4)
3. Some personal admonitions (1:5-7)
C. The power of the word (1:8)
D. The presence of the Lord (1:9)
II. PREPARATIONS FOR THE JORDAN CROSSING (Joshua
1:10-2:24)
A. The chronology of Joshua 1-3

B. Tribal responsibilities (1:10-18)

III. REHAB AND THE SPIES (Joshua 2:1-24)
A. The purpose of the spy mission
B. The location of Shittim
. The reason for a secret mission
. Rahab the harlot (2:1)
. The Biblical description of Late Bronze Jericho

C
D
E
F. The difficulties of the spy mission
G. The lie of Rahab (2:4)

H

. Archaeology and the house of Rahab

i

The testimony of Rahab (2:9-11)
J. The covenant-agreement (2:12-23)

K. The return of the spies and their report (2:24)



Lecture Ll Lecture IV

CROSSING THE JORDAN RIVER (Joshua 3-5) THE CONQUEST OF JERICHO (Joshua 6:1-19)

L. ORGANIZATION FOR THE CROSSING (Joshua 3:14) I. THE PROMISE OF VICTORY (Joshua 6:1-2)

II. PREPARATIONS FOR THE CROSSING (Joshua 3:5-13) II. THE BATTLE PLAN (Joshua 6:3-5)

III. THE MIRACLE OF THE JORDAN CROSSING (Joshua A. The nature of this plan
D B. The goals of this plan

A. The nature of the event (three views) 1II. THE RESULTS OF THE BATTLE (Joshua 6:20-26)

B. The importance of the event A. The march (6:6-19)

IV. MEMORIALS OF THE CROSSING (Joshua 4:1-18) The organization of the march
The time involved

The number of participants
The curse upon the city (6:17)

A. The nature of the memorials (4:1-5)

W

B. The purpose of the memorials (4:6-7)

a. The nature of the curse
b. Various explanations of the curse
Proposed solution to the problem

C. The place of the memorials (4:8-18)

V. THE ENCAMPMENT AT GILGAL (Joshua 4:19-24) “

1) The nature of the command
2) The extent of the command
3) The reasons for the command

A. The time of encampment (4:19)
B. The erection of a memorial (4:20-24)
VI. CIRCUMCISION AT GILGAL (Joshua 5:1-15)

A. The effects of the miraculous crossing (5:1) Lecture V

The practice of circumcision (5:2-9) THE COLLAPSE OF THE WALLS (Joshua 6:20-26)

The passover kept (5:10) I. THE TIME OF THIS DESTRUCTION

The end of the manna (5:11-12) II. THE CAUSES FOR THIS DESTRUCTION

m o o w

Joshua and the ‘“‘captain of the host of the Lord” )
(5:13-15) A. Some popular views




1. An earthquake occurred
2. Sound waves caused the destruction
3. Vibrations from marching were the cause

C. The defeat at Ai (7:4-18)

1. Description of the defeat (7:4-5)

2. Reactions to the defeat (7:6-10)
B. The Biblical data 3. Reasons for the defeat (7:11-12)

III. CURSE ON THE SITE (Joshua 6:26) D. The remedy for defeat (7:13-26)

IV. ARCHAEOLOGY AND THE FALL OF JERICHO | 1. Confession of sin (7:13-21)
! 2. Punishment of sin (7:22-26)

A. The excavations of Sellen and Watzinger ) . .
E. Archaeology and the destruction of Ai

B. The excavations of John Garstang

The problem stated

The excavations of Mme. Marquet Krause
The excavations of Joseph A. Calloway
Proposed solutions

Summary and conclusion

1. His method of excavation
2. His conclusions on the date of the conquest

b ol a e

C. The excavations of Kathleen Kenyon
1. Improved excavation techniques II. THE DESTRUCTION OF Al (JOShua 8: 1‘35)
2. Clarification of the double wall system

3. The suggested date of the destruction A. The battle plan (8:1-9)

D. Summary and conclusion B. The battle described (8:10-24)

C. The results of the battle (8:25-29)

Lecture Vi

THE DEFEAT OF Al (Joshua 7-8)
Lecture VIi
1. THE SIN OF ACHAN (Joshua 7:1-26)
WORSHIP AND WARFARE (Joshua 8:30-10:11)
A. The location of Ai (7:1-2)
I. THE ALTAR AT MT. EBAL (Joshua 8:30-35)
B. The size of Ai(7:3)
A. The command of Moses
1. Joshua 10:2 - smaller than Gibeon

2. Joshua 8:25 - over 12,000 inhabitants B. The Shechem problem




1. Archaeology and Shechem (Tell Balata) , A
2. Shechem in the Amarna Letters
3. Martin Noth’s view of this event

. The total eclipse view

B. The poetic interpretation

II. THE SOUTHERN CAMPAIGN (Joshua 9:1-10:11) 5 C. Prolongation of light interpretation
A. The Gibeonite league (9:1-27) 1. Slowing of the earth’s rotation (Rimmer)
1. Archaeolpgy and gncient Gibeon (el-Jib) g %ﬁ?ﬁg%ﬁ?@igﬁ (t\lﬁl/&;lizgl};)(\’elikovsky)
2. The Coalition against Israel 4. Principle of jet propulsion (Taylor)
o The nature of the coalition | 5. A localized extension of sunlight
b. The reasons for the coalition 3 a. Principles involved in the exercise of God’s
3. The treaty between Israel and the Gibeonites , b. aowgzmnel event and its significance in
a. E;Is(t) basic types of treaty in the ancient Near c. ?gzr?:;;?cittlhc;gf E(l)SfS an}eenesis 8:22 and Jeremiah
b. The nature and purpose of this treaty 33:20ff for this problem
. ”f}llig;gre implications of this treaty (Il Samuel I1I. COMPLETION OF THE SOUTHERN CAMPAIGN (Joshua
: 10:28-43)
B. Defeat of the Amorite coalition (10:1-27) A. The nature of this campaign

1. The reason for the coalition (10:1-4)

2. Victory over the Amorites (10:5-11) - The purpose of the campaign

a. The covenant responsibility of Joshua

B
C. - The extent of the campaign
b. The features of the battle D

. Archaeology and the southern campaign

1. Some specific problems
2. Important sites

Lecture VI

THE DAY THE SUN STOOD STILL (Joshua 10:12-43) '
Lecture IX

I. THE PROBLEM OF THE LONG DAY STATED
THE NORTHERN CAMPAIGN (Joshua 11-12)

II. INTERPRETATIONS OF THE LONG DAY
I. THE DESTRUCTION OF HAZOR (Joshua 11:1-15)
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The importance of Hazor (11:10)

The identity of Jabin (11:1)

The nature of their tactics (11:24)

The identity of the waters of Merom (11:5)
Burning of the city (11:6-11)

Archaeology and Hazor (Tell el-Kedah)

The extent of the destruction (11:14)

SUMMARY OF THE CONQUESTS (Joshua 11:16-12:24)

A.

Extent of the conquest (11:16-23)

“All the land” (11:16, c¢f. 12:1)
“A long time” (11:18)

“Harden their hearts” (11:20)
“Anakims” (11:21-22)

R e

The list of defeated kings (12:1-24)

1. Kings east of the Jordan River (12:1-6)
2. Kings west of the Jordan River (12:7-24)

C. Conclusion

Lecture X

THE INHERITANCE DESCRIBED (Joshua 13-19)

L

THE METHOD OF DIVISION OF LAND (cf. Numbers
34:16-29)

A.

The use of lots and their significance

12
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III.

Iv.

B. The relationship of lots to the urim and thummin

C. Hebrew verbs used in connection with lot-casting

THE TIME OF DIVISION (cf., Joshua 13:1; 23:1; 24:29)

INSTRUCTION FOR THE DIVISION OF LAND (Joshua

13:1-7)

A. Mention of the Philistines (13:2-3)

B. The tribe of Levi

C. The use of cities for boundary markers

1. Critical objections
2. Archaeological light

THE DIVISION OF TRANS-JORDAN (Joshua 13:8-33)
A. Introduction (13:8-14)

B. The portion of Reuben (13:15-23)

C. The portion of Gad (13:24-28)

D. The portion of Manasseh (13:29-32)

E. The tribe of Levi (13:14, 33)

THE DIVISION OF CANAAN (Joshua 14:1-19:51)
A. Introduction (14:1-5)

B. Caleb’s portion (14:6-15)

C. The portion of Judah (15:1-63)

D. The portion of the Joseph tribes (16:1-17:18)
E

. Portions of the remaining seven tribes (18:1-19:51)

13



Lecture XI
PREPARATIONS FOR SETTLEMENT (Joshua 20-22)
I. THE CITIES OF REFUGE (Joshua 20:1-9)

A. The nature and purpose of these cities (20:1-6)

1. Their uniqueness
2. Their importance

B. The location of these cities (20:7-9)
II. THE LEVITICAL CITIES (Joshua 21:1-45)
A. The purpose of the cities
B. The number of the cities
III. THE JORDAN ALTAR (Joshua 22:1-34)
A. The blessing of the two and one-half tribes (22:1-9)
B. The erection of an altar (22:10-34)
1. The altar set up (22:10-11)
2. Tribal dissatisfaction (22:12-14)
3. Resolution of the problem (22:15-34)
a. The investigation of Phinehas (22:15-20)
b. The testimony of the two and one-half tribes
(22:21-29)

¢. The conclusion of the matter (22:30-34)
d. Some historical and cultural implications

14

Lecture Xii
THE LAST WORDS OF JOSHUA (Joshua 23-24)

I. PRINCIPLES FOR SUCCESSFUL OCCUPATION OF THE
LAND (Joshua 23:1-16)

A. The age of Joshua (23:1-2)
B. Review of previous blessings (23:3-5)
C. Obedience to the Word of God (23:6)
D. Separation from idolatry (23:7-16)

II. COVENANT RENEWAL (Joshua 24:1-33)
A. The setting of the chapter
B. The interpretation of the chapter

1. Liberal-critical view
2. The Biblical view

C. Archaeology and Shechem
D. The structure of this chapter
1. Two types of Hittite treaties

a. Suzerainty treaty
b. Parity treaty

2. The basic structure of Hittite suzerainty treaties
a. The preamble

b. The historical prologue
¢. The stipulations

15



d. Deposit of the treaty in the temple and
provisions for public reading

e. List of the gods as witnesses

f. Curses and blessings

E. Analysis of the chapter

Pt

The preamble (24:1-2a)
2. The historical prologue (24:2b-13)

a. God’s faithfulness (24:2b-14)
b. The identity of the “hornet” of verse 12

The stipulations (24:14-24)
Deposit of the covenant (24:25-28)
Conclusion (24:29-32)

KW
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Lecture XlIil
INTRODUCTION TO JUDGES (Judges 1)
I. INTRODUCTION

A. The title of the book

B. Authorship and date

C. Major themes

D. Historical setting

1. Egypt (18th-19th dynasties)
2. Palestine

a. Late Bronze Age II (1400-1200 B.C.)
b. Iron Age I (1200-900 B.C.)

E. The literary structure of the book

F. Basic Outline
1. The record of incomplete conquest (1:1-3:4)
2. The oppressions and the Judges (3:5-16:31)
3. Appendix: The period of tribal disorder

(17:1-21:25)
II. ANALYSIS OF CHAPTER 1

A. Introduction (1:1)

B. Judah and the Kenites (1:2-20)

C. The failure of Benjamin (1:21)

D. Manasseh and Ephraim (1:22-29)

E

. The remaining tribes (1:30-36)

17



Lecture XiV

THE REASONS FOR FAILURE (Judges 2:1-3:5)

I

H.

FAILURE AND ITS CAUSES (Judges 2:1-23)

A.

D.

E.

Religious life in the days of Joshua (2:1-9)

1. The identity of the “angel of the Lord™ (2:1)
2. Disobedience and sorrow (2:2-9)

Religious life after the days of Joshua and the elders
(2:10-15)

1. The significance of the term “Baalim™ (2:11)
2. Baal and Ashtaroth (2:13)
3. Cultic practices related to Baalism
a. Animal sacrifices
b. Temple prostitution
c. Fertility rites
d. Human sacrifices
4. Why Israel found Baalism appealing
The remedy for failure (2:16)
The response of Israel (2:17-19)

The rebuke from the Lord (2:20)

OPPRESSION AND SERVITUDE (Judges 3:1-8)

A.

B
C.
D

The problem of the remaining nations (3:1-5)

. The problem of intermarriage (3:6)

The problem of Idolatry (3:7)

. Oppression under Cushan-rishathaim (3:8)

18

Lecture XV

GAINS AND LOSSES (Judges 3:9-5:31)

I. THE JUDGESHIP OF OTHNIEL (Judges 3:9-11)

A.

B.

C.

D.

His background (3:9)
His qualifications
His empowerment (3:10)

His success (3:11)

II. EHUD-THE GIFTED BENJAMITE (Judges 3:12-30)

A.

B.

Apostasy and oppression (3:12-14)

The judgeship of Ehud (3:15-21)

III. SHAMGAR—-OUTSTANDING WARRIOR (Judges 3:31)

IV.DEBORAH AND BARAK-PARTNERS IN VICTORY
(Judges 4:1-5:31)

A.

B.

C.

The military strength of Jabin (4:1-3)

1. The identity of Jabin (4:2)
2. The size of the chariot force (4:3)

Preparations for battle (4:4-13)

1. The prophetess Deborah (4:4-5)
2. The call of Barak (4:6-9)

Encounter and victory (4:14-5:31)
1. The nature of the battle (4:14-16)

2. The flight of Sisera (4:17-24)
3. The song of praise (5:1-31)

19



Lecture XVI

GIDEON — MAN OF VALOR (Judges 6-9)

I. THE MIDIANTE OPPRESSION (Judges 6:1-10)

A.

B.

C.

The Midianites
The reason for the oppression (6:1, 10)

The nature of the oppression (6:2-7)

II. THE CALL OF GIDEON (Judges 6:11-40)

A.

B.

C
D.
E

G.

An Angel of the Lord (6:11)

“Threshed wheat by the winepress” (6:11)

. “Mighty man of valor” (6:12)

“My family is poor in Manasseh” (6:15)

. The first sign (6:17-24)

1. The faith of Gideon
2. The way of revelation
3. The fear of death

The destruction of the grove (6:25-35)
1. The nature of this grove
2. The response of the people

3. The empowerment of the Spirit

The second sign (6:36-40)

II. SELECTION OF THE TROOPS (Judges 7:1-15)

IV. VICTORY OVER MIDIAN (Judges 7:16—8:21)

20

Method of attack (7:16-18)
The time of the attack (7:19)
The confusion of the Midianites (7:20-25)

The jealousy of Ephraim (8:1-3)

m o a6 = »

The completion of the battle (8:4-21)

V. THE LAST DAYS OF GIDEON (Judges 8:22-35)
V1. THE REBELLION OF ABIMELECH (Judges 9:1-57)
A. Abimelech’s rise to power (9:1-6)
B. Jotham’s fable (9:7-21)

C. Abimelech and the men of Shechem (9:22-57)

Lecture XVII
JEPHTHAH'S VOW (Judges 10-12)
I. PROSPERITY AND PEACE (Judges 10:1-5)
A. The judgeship of Tola (10:1-2)
B. The judgeship of Jair (10:3-5)
II. APOSTASY AND OPPRESSION (Judges 10:6-18)
A. The nature of Isreal’s sin (10:6)
B. The consequences of Israel’s sin (10:7-12)

C. The challenge of the Lord (10:13-14)

21



B. The announcement of his birth (13:3-23)
D. The compassion of the Lord (10:15-18)

1. The angel of the Lord (13:3)
III. DELIVERANCE AND FREEDOM (Judges 11:1-12:15) 2. The Nazarite vow (13:4-5)

3. The faith of Manoah (13:6-23)
A. The call of Jephthah (11:1-11)

. C. His birth (13:24-25)
B. Negotiations with Ammon (11:12-29)

II. THE MARRIAGE OF SAMSON (Judges 14:1-20)
1. The charge against Israel (11:12, 13)

2. The reply of Jephthah (11:14-29) A. The woman in Timnath (14:14)
C. Jephthah’s vow (11:30-40) B. The lion and the riddle (14:5-20)
1. The reason for the vow III. SAMSON AND THE PHILISTINES (Judges 15:1-16:31)
2. The nature of the vow
3. Views on the fulfillment of the vow A. The rise of Samson to power (15:1-20)
a. He redeemed the vow with money 1. Burning of the fields (15:1-13)
b. He did not slay his daughter, but dedicated he 2. Slaughter of the Philistines (15:14-20)

to the Lord for life-long tabernacle service

c. He offered his daughter as a human sacrifice
' IV. SAMSON AND DELILAH (Judges 16:1-22)

D. The Ephraimite war (12:1-7)
A. Samson at Gaza (16:1-3)

IV. THE JUDGESHIP OF IBZAN (Judges 12:8-10)
B. Samson and Delilah (16:4-22)

V. THE JUDGESHIP OF ELON (Judges 12:11-12)
V. THE DEATH OF SAMSON (Judges 16:23-31)

VI. THE JUDGESHIP OF ABDON (Judges 12:13-15)
A. “Dagon their god” (16:23)
B. The size of the temple
Lecture XVIl C. A sirpple prayer
SAMSON — MAN OF STRENGTH (Judges 13-16)
I THE BIRTH OF SAMSON (Judges 13:1-25)

A. His family (13:2)

22 23



Lecture XIX Lecture XX

THE DANITE MIGRATION (Judges 17-18) THE BENJAMITE WAR (Judges 19-21)
I. INTRODUCTION I. THE REASON FOR THE WAR (Judges 19:1-20:14)
II. THE IDOLATRY OF MICAH (Judges 17:1-13) 1 A. The crime at Gibeah (19:1-30)
A. Religious syncretism (17:1-5) E 1. Hosea referred to this event (Hosea 10:9)
2. The identity of “Jebus” (19:10)
1. The stolen silver (17:1-3) 3. “City of a stranger’ (19:12)
2. The images (17:4, cf. 18:17) 4. Gibeah of Benjamin (19:13-20)
3. The house of gods (17:5)
4. The ephod and teraphim (17:5) a. The lack of hospitality (19:13-16)
5. The consecration of priests (17:5) b. The “sins of Belial”” (19:22)

¢. The death of the concubine (19:23-30)
B. Moral relativism (17:6)
B. Responses to the crime (20:1-14)

C. Extreme materialism (17:7-13)

1. The Levite (cf. 19:29-30)

III. THE DANITE INVASION (Judges 18:1-31) 2. The tribes (20:1-12)

3. The reply of Benjamin (20:13-14)

A. Preparations for the move (18:1-10)

II. THE WAR DESCRIBED (Judges 20:15-48)
B. The conquest of Laish (18:11-31)

A. The Benjamite army (20:15-16)
1. Encounter with the priest (18:11-21)

2. The march northward (18:21-31) B. The Israelite army (20:17-18)
a. “My gods which I have made” (18:24) C. The war recounted (20:18-48)
b. “What have I more?” (18:24)
¢. “They built the city” (18:28) III. THE RESULTS OF THE WAR (Judges 21:1-25)
d. “Gershom the son of Manasseh” (18:30)

A. The immediate results

The oath of the men of Israel (21:1, 2)

The conscience of the tribes (21:3)

The slaughter of Jabesh-gilead (21:5, 12)

The attempt to save the tribe of Benjamin
(21:13-25)

R

B. The long range effects
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NOTES Lecture XXI

THE JOURNEY OF RUTH (Ruth 1)

I. INTRODUCTION

A.

nm o o w

The title of the book

The author

Position in the Canon

Purposes of the book

Historical backgrounds

Basic outline

1. The journey of Ruth (1:1-22)
g. The gleaning of Ruth (2:1-23)

. The appeal of Ruth (3:1-18)
4. The marriage of Ruth (4:1-22)

II. THE JOURNEY DESCRIBED (Ruth 1:1-22)

A.

B.

26

Ten years of tragedy (1:1-5)

1. “When the judges ruled” (1:1)
2. “Famine in the land” (1:1)
3. The family names

The journey to Bethlehem (1:6-22)
1. A search for alternatives (1:6-13)

2. A daring decision (1:16-18)
3. Theological perspectives (1:19-22)

27



Lecture XXIIi Lecture XX}

THE GLEANING OF RUTH (Ruth 2) THE APPEAL OF RUTH (Ruth 3)
I. RUTH MEETS BOAZ (Ruth 2:1-18) I. NAOMTI'S PLAN (Ruth 3:1-6)
A. “Kinsman of her husband’s” (2:1) ' A. The meaning of the term “rest” (3:1 cf. 1:9)
B. “Mighty man of valor” (2:1) ) B. “Winnoweth barley” (3:2)
C. The custom of gleaning C. ““Uncover his feet” (3:4)
1. Important passages: Leviticus 19:9; 23:22; Deuter- D. The obedience of Ruth (3:5-6)

onomy 21:19)
II. RUTH’S PERFORMANCE (Ruth 3:7-18)
. “My daughter” (2:8)
A. The morality of the act (3:7)

1. The problem stated
. “Vinegar (2:14) 2. Various viewpoints presented
3. Suggested solution

D
E. “Under whose wings you have come to trust” (2:12)
F

G. “About an ephah of barley” (2:17)
B. The significance of the act (3:8-13)

II. RUTH REPORTS TO NAOMI (Ruth 2:19-23)
1. The reaction of Boaz (3:8)

A. Praise to the Lord (2:19-20) 2. The reply of Boaz (3:9-12)
3. The instructions of Boaz (3:13)

B. The role of the kinsman (2:20)
C. The return to Naomi (3:14-18)

1. Buy back the property that a near kinsman had sold

to a creditor, or to someone else (Leviticus 25:25: 1. The time of the return (3:14)
Ruth 4:4, 6) 2. The gift of Boaz (3:15-17)
2. Redeem one near of kin who had of necessity sold 3. The advice of Naomi (3:18)

himself into servitude (Leviticus 25:48, 49)

3. Avenge the blood of a near kinsman if slain by an
enemy (Numbers 35:19; Deuteronomy 19:12)

4. Marry the childless widow of a near kinsman
(Deuteronomy 25:5)

C. Practical instructions (2:21-23)
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Lecture XXIV NOTES
THE MARRIAGE OF RUTH (Ruth 4)

I. THE LEGAL PROCESS (Ruth 4:1-13)

The place of transaction (4:1)

The elders of the city (4:2)

The significance of the word “selleth” (4:3)

The challenge of Boaz (4:4-5)

The final response of the other kinsman (4:6)

Customs and land transactions (4:7-8)

o mm o 0w p

The witnesses (4:9-12)
II. THE DIVINE BLESSING (Ruth 4:14-22)
A. The birth of a child (4:13-17)
1. The role of the women of the city (4:14-15)
2. The role of Naomi (4:16)
3. The child named (4:17)

B. The line of David (4:18-22)
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