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Dear student,
Welcome! Thanks for choosing The Institute of Theological Studies for your independent
study. We at ITS count it a privilege to share in your learning journey, and we trust
you will find this course both academically challenging and spiritually uplifting.
This Learning Guide is designed with you in mind. In it you will find the following
items to help you master the content of the course:
"
"
"

Your syllabus (the most essential part of the course! If you are taking this
course through a school, check with them to see if they made any changes.)
A Learning Schedule to help you plan ahead.
Individual Lessons to accompany the lectures, which provide overviews,
learning objectives, lecture outlines, note-taking space, and corresponding
reflection questions.

Independent studies offer many benefits. For example, you can use this opportunity to
develop study habits that will help you in the future. Consider the following insights
that will help you develop this discipline:
$ Start early! Like any course, it’s easy to put things off until the last minute.
With no “classes” to attend, time can quickly slip away!
$ Chart your course. The Learning Schedule can help prevent last minute “cram
sessions.” Have a plan and stick to it.
$ Communicate with your proctor often. Regular feedback is an essential element
in the learning process. Submit regular assignments and ask questions!
$ Study in “chunks.” Set aside time to complete a whole lesson in one sitting.
Doing a lesson in segments prevents learning continuity and adds distraction.
Keep studying! We at The Institute of Theological Studies know the value of continued
growth in the study of God’s Word. Our 60 courses on Biblical Theology, Historical
Theology, Christian Education, World Missions, and more are available to anyone,
anywhere, anytime. Schools all across North America offer them in their programs,
but you can keep studying ITS courses even after finishing your degree!
Whether to help you prepare a sermon, answer a question, or pursue an area of
interest, ITS courses have in-depth, insightful content for the years ahead. Although
ITS does not grant credit or degrees, individuals, churches and missionaries are using
them for personal or group study, church-based institutes, and to help train
international believers!
For more information on our courses, go to www.ITScourses.org and see what ITS is
doing in the world of theological education and leadership development. We want to be
an asset to you throughout your life and ministry.
By His grace,
The Staff of The Institute of Theological Studies
Developing Church Leaders Through Distance Education
3140 3 Mile Road, NE • Grand Rapids, MI 49525-3165
telephone: 616-363-7864 • toll free: 888-ITS-LERN • fax: 616-363-7880 • e-mail: info@ITScourses.org • website: http://www.ITScourses.org
a ministry of OUTREACH, Inc.
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Learning Schedule
This Learning Schedule can benefit you in a number of ways. First, it provides you with
a course overview at a glance. Second, it gives you the opportunity to plan your work
at the beginning so that you don’t fall behind at the end and sacrifice learning for
“cramming.” Third, it allows both you and your proctor a way to measure your
progress at any given point in the academic term. Used effectively, this chart will allow
you to maximize learning and minimize stress!

Assignment

Target

Completed

Identify your mentor for the Spiritual Formation Project right away.
Lesson One: Course Overview and Syllabus
Listen to lecture
Review study questions
Lesson Two: The Biblical Mandate for Evangelism
Listen to lecture
Review study questions
Lesson Three: The Need for Relevant Evangelism
Listen to lecture
Review study questions
Lesson Four: The Gospel Message
Listen to lecture
Review study questions
Lesson Five: Gospel Message: Terms/Definitions (1)
Listen to lecture
Review study questions
Lesson Six: Gospel Message: Terms/Definitions (2)
Listen to lecture
Review study questions
Lesson Seven: Presenting the Gospel (1)
Listen to lecture
Review study questions
FOLLOW-UP ASSIGNMENT DUE!
Lesson Eight: Presenting the Gospel (2)
Listen to lecture
Review study questions
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Learning Schedule
Assignment

Lesson Nine: Witnessing to Roman Catholics
Listen to lecture
Review study questions
Lesson Ten: Developing an Evangelistic Message
Listen to lecture
Review study questions
Lesson Eleven: Being a Witness: Strategies
Listen to lecture
Review study questions
Lesson Twelve: Evangelistic Follow-Up
Listen to lecture
Review study questions
Lesson Thirteen: Apologetics in Evangelism (1)
Listen to lecture
Review study questions
APOLOGETICS ASSIGNMENT DUE!
Lesson Fourteen: Apologetics in Evangelism (2)
Listen to lecture
Review study questions
Lesson Fifteen: Apologetics in Evangelism (3)
Listen to lecture
Review study questions
WITNESS ASSIGNMENT DUE!
Lesson Sixteen: Post-Conversion Follow-Up (1)
Listen to lecture
Review study questions
Lesson Seventeen: Post-Conversion Follow-Up (2)
Listen to lecture
Review study questions
Lesson Eighteen: Discipleship
Listen to lecture
Review study questions
Lesson Nineteen: Evangelism and the Church (1)
Listen to lecture
Review study questions
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Completed

Learning Schedule
Assignment

Lesson Twenty: Evangelism and the Church (2)
Listen to lecture
Review study questions
Lesson Twenty-One: Evangelism in the Early

Target

Completed

Church and America

Listen to lecture
Review study questions
Lesson Twenty-Two: Current Issues (1)
Listen to lecture
Review study questions
TAKE HOME EXAM
Lesson Twenty-Three: Current Issues (2)
Listen to lecture
Review study questions
EVANGELISTIC STRATEGY ASSIGNMENT DUE!
READING REPORT ON HANDOUTS DUE!
INTERACTIVITY ASSIGMENT DUE!
SPIRITUAL FORMATION PROJECT DUE!
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Lesson One
Introduction to the Course
and Syllabus Overview
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Evangelism Syllabus
The Institute of Theological Studies provides the following syllabus as the standard for this course. You
will be responsible for all assignments unless your school changes the requirements.

Course Overview
This course is a study of evangelism ministry with special attention paid to the context of
a local church setting. Students will be encouraged to make specific applications of the
lectures and assignments to the particular setting of their present or intended ministry
(e.g., urban core, commuting suburban, rural, single professionals, ethnically diverse,
and so forth). The course begins with a study of the biblical and theological foundations
for evangelism. On this basis we will study methods of personal and group evangelism,
how to equip laity to witness (and why most Christians don't respond to training
seminars on evangelism), the use and development of church and para-church
structures in evangelism (both on-going and special), the care of new converts and
discipleship, and selected current issues in evangelism. Assignments focus on practical
application of workable solutions for evangelism in the local church. Those in parachurch ministries will find much to relate to their particular and often unique needs.

Course Objectives
Given active participation, upon completion of this course you should be able to:
1. Know the essential content of the Gospel message, at least one method for
communicating this message, and criteria for evaluating presentations of the gospel
with respect to accuracy and effectiveness.
2. Explain the function of apologetics in evangelistic work.
3. List important issues that contemporary apologetics can address, and know
resources that can be used for this.
4. Describe how an effective evangelistic program could be integrated into the total
program of a local church structurally and systemically.
5. Describe how to synthesize relevant Biblical and secular source material into an
effective evangelistic sermon or message and analyze a sermon or message to
determine how to conclude it with an evangelistic appeal.
6. List the essential content of a follow-up program and be familiar with at least two
methods for communicating it.
7. Define discipleship and describe resources available to the local church for
discipling.

10
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8. Identify and discuss some of the current issues and heresies in evangelism such as
eternal damnation (hell), lordship salvation, friendship or initiative methods, the use
of figurative language in Gospel presentations, liberation theology, ministries to
special groups, the role of social involvement and urban ministry in evangelism and
witness ministry, and so forth.
COLLABORATIVE LEARNING
Whether you sit in a traditional classroom or study from a distance, you will benefit from interaction,
collaboration, and spiritual formation (ATS schools, note Standards 3.2.1.3; 10,3,3,3; 10.3.4.3). In order
to meet this need in distance theological education, ITS is developing structures and resources to
encourage spiritual formation and community interaction in our courses. In this course, we have
included three collaborative learning features:
1.
2.
3.

ITS Online Interactivity Forum (see course requirements) – fosters peer-to-peer interaction in a
global, threaded discussion (required for all students)
Spiritual Formation Project (see course requirements) – fosters mentor-to-learner interaction in
a mentor-guided reflection, discussion and application (required for all students)
Learning Community Assignments (see end of ILG) – fosters peer-to-peer collaboration in a
group approach to assignments (optional but recommended where possible)
Go to www.ITScourses.org/interactivity/ for the most up-to-date ITS resources.

Course Requirements
All major papers (those worth more than ten points) must include a separate
bibliography prepared in standard form. The bibliography should include all sources
read or consulted in the preparation of the paper such as books, commentaries,
periodical articles, and oral interviews.
The following chart summarizes the assignments. Please note that there are several
options for the Follow-Up and Witness assignments. The particular option that you will
do is determined by criteria listed in the assignment. You are not free to choose any one
of the options for these two assignments. The options are given so that all students will
have an assignment aimed at their level of background and previous experience. Read
the introduction to each option for these two assignments to determine if you should do
it or move to the next option.
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Evangelism Syllabus
ASSIGNMENT

OPTION (S)

I.

1. Conversion follow-up materials
2. Current issue paper
3. Social ministry paper

3
4
5

20

1.
2.
3.
4.

5
7
8
10

20

III. EXAM

10

10

IV. EVANGELISTIC STRATEGY

10

20

V. HANDOUTS

12

10

VI. INTERACTIVITY

12

5

VII. SPIRITUAL FORMATION PROJECT

13

15

POSTCONVERSION
FOLLOW-UP

II. WITNESS

Witness with words
Witness with walk
Witness to special religious groups
Evangelistic speaking

PAGE

POINTS

I. Post-Conversion Follow-Up (Complete one of the following three options.)
Those students who have never discipled a believer in the basics of Christian living and
doctrine should complete the following:
A. Evaluation of post-conversion follow-up materials
1. Obtain two widely available follow-up plans or books.
a. These should be materials designed for initial follow-up of a new or very
young believer. For example, Campus Crusade's Step 1, "The Christian
Adventure," in the Ten Basic Steps To Christian Maturity series and its
Teacher's Manual; "Discovery Group Student Guide" in The Discipleship
Series and its Leader's Guide; the Navigator's "Lessons On Assurance" in
the Growing In Christ Follow-Up Series; Survival Kit; or another widely
used follow-up program [an out of print but excellent book is Kuhne, The
Dynamics of Personal Follow-Up, (Appendix 1, "A Schedule of Ten
Follow-up Appointments")].

12
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b. The two plans or books should be significantly different in basic approach
or target audience. For example, a "fill-in-the-blank" booklet (such as the
CCC or Navigator materials) and Kuhne's discussion-outline approach. Or,
materials designed for high school youth and materials designed for
business professionals. If the booklet chosen is part of a series, only the
booklet that is designed for initial follow-up need be purchased.
2. Survey each follow-up plan or booklet, and in a separate paragraph for each
lesson, summarize the content of that lesson. In addition to this summary of
the content of each plan or booklet, compare and contrast the two follow-up
strategies.
For example, consider the target audience of the material, how long ago it
was developed, how effective you judge it to be, what it was written to
accomplish, how the material sets about doing this, and so forth. Strive to
understand the strengths and limitations of the materials you have chosen
and then apply these observations and conclusions to your own determination
of usefulness of the materials.
3. Thoughtfully complete one of the two booklets, including appropriate
memorization. On a separate sheet of paper, include a statement that the
verses were memorized.
If one of the two plans you surveyed is not in booklet form (e.g., Kuhne) then
use the other. If a Teacher's Manual or a Leader's Guide is available, use it
also.
4. When noted on the schedule, turn in the name of the author (if given), titles of
the two plans or books, the summary sheet and comparison-contrast analysis
of each, and the completed booklet.
Students who have been involved in follow-up before may do either of the following (B
or C), to be turned in when the Follow-Up assignment is due.
B. An 8-12 page typed paper on a current issue in evangelism – for example,
lordship salvation, the reality of hell, Jesus as the only way to salvation, etc. Use
at least one primary source – see the bibliography and the ATLA database in
your library for some sources. Your opening paragraph should define the scope
of your paper. Also include a separate bibliography, prepared in standard form.
© 2003 by The Institute of Theological Studies™
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The bibliography should include all sources read or consulted in the preparation
of the paper such as books, commentaries, theologies, periodical articles, and
oral interviews.
1. Suggestions: do a survey of the issues in the current debate by reading and
evaluating several books or articles. Focus on a Biblical passage central to
the debate and critique how several different authors treat it. Examine an
author who has written on the issue.
2. Whatever the scope of the paper, it is to be a critical review (not a summary)
of the issues/authors/interpretations defined in the opening paragraph.
Carefully read the handout on Critical Reading Skills for what is expected in a
critical review (found in the Supplemental Materials section).
C. An 8-12 page typed paper on either or both of the following social ministry
questions.
1. Are ministries that seek to raise people's living standards or quality of life
(such as relief and development work, medical ministries, educational
ministries and so forth) a part of the Great Commission?
2. Are actions that promote the image of God or encourage a witness to justice
(such as Operation Rescue, pro-life counseling centers, drug rehab units,
some counseling ministries, and so forth) a part of the Great Commission?
a. Answer "Yes" or "No" in the first paragraph and then defend your answer
in the rest of the paper.
b. Demonstrate interaction with at least one published supporter of the view
you do not hold, adequate Biblical research, and relevant books and
periodicals. The format of your paper may be a research paper or a
position paper for your ministry. If done as a research paper, the final
page should contain specific applications of your conclusions to the
evangelism and missions programs of your present ministry or a typical
local church in your expected area of ministry. A separate bibliography,
prepared in standard form, should include all sources read or consulted in
the preparation of the paper such as books, commentaries, theologies,
periodical articles, and oral interviews.
c. When noted on the schedule, turn in your paper as described above.

14
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II. Witness (Complete only one of the following four options.)
Students who have not previously either read a book on personal evangelism or taken
personal evangelism training (such as Evangelism Explosion, Child Evangelism
Fellowship, Campus Crusade, or a similar program) should complete the following:
A. Witness with Words
1. Read Tell It Often – Tell It Well by Mark McCloskey (Here's Life Publishers,
1985), or How To Give Away Your Faith by Paul Little (Inter-Varsity Press,
1988).
2. On three different occasions, share the Gospel with at least three different
people, using a transferable method that is theologically accurate and
communicates clearly.
A transferable method is one such as Little teaches or the Four Spiritual
Laws. If at all possible, do this evangelism under the observation of an
experienced student or layperson.
3. In at least one of the sharing situations, share your evangelistic testimony
(i.e., conversion).
4. Distribute at least five pieces of evangelistic media (tract, article, book, tape,
etc.) to someone you have talked with, work with, live near, etc. Later, attempt
to talk with them about it.
5. When noted on the schedule, turn in the following:
a. The name of the author and title of the book you read, plus a 2-4 page
review of the book describing the thesis (i.e., not just what was said but
why it was said), and why you agree with it or not.
b. A summary of the gospel presentation you used (one typed page). If you
used a popular method such as the Four Spiritual Laws you may attach a
copy of it and include any individualizations you used, such as your
introduction, illustrations, additional verses, and conclusion.
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c. A list of the people with whom you shared the gospel and your testimony,
and their response.
d. A list of the literature you distributed, to whom given (e.g., a co-worker,
neighbor), and their response when you asked them what they thought of
it (if possible).
e. A description (one page) of how your work for this assignment has
affected your lifestyle. Will you do anything differently in the future? If
"Yes," what? Do you think that initiative methods are easier than
friendship methods? Do you think that these methods would be profitable
in your future ministry? Why or why not?
B. Witness with Walk
1. Read a friendship evangelism book.
For example, consider the following popular books. Living Proof by Jim
Petersen (Nav Press, 1989) or Life-Style Evangelism by Joseph C. Aldrich
(Multnomah Press, 1981; part 2 may be skimmed).
2. Do three separate relation-building activities with non-Christian neighbors, coworkers, or friends (e.g., go to a ball game, have over for a meal, help with a
project, etc.). The three activities must be done with at least two different nonChristians.
Allow plenty of time for these activities as they often (usually) take several
attempts to realize.
3. Share your personal evangelistic testimony (i.e., conversion) with at least one
non-Christian, preferably one of those in #2 above.
4. When noted on the schedule, turn in the following:
a. The name of the author and title of the book you read, plus a 2-4 page
review describing the thesis (not just what was said but why it was said), if
you agree with it or not, and why or why not.
b. A description (one page) of each activity undertaken for item #2 above.

16
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c. A 2-4 page evaluation of your effectiveness in building relationships with
the individuals described in #2 and #3 above. Consider the following
questions (adapted from Aldrich, 1981):
" What do you know of the person's religious background?
" What opportunities have you had to "plant seeds?" What was the
response to them?
" Do you sense that they enjoy being with you?
" What needs have you discovered which relate to the gospel solution?
" What caricatures have you been able to eliminate from their arsenal of
questions and excuses?
" What signs of openness have you detected?
" Questions about religious things?
" General freedom to discuss religious concepts?
" Openness to reading literature?
" Willing involvement in some Christian event?
" A generally positive, seeking attitude?
" How much of your personal testimony have you had a chance to
share?
d. A summary (one page) of your plans (and your spouse's, if married) for
further witness to these people.
e. A description of how your work for this assignment has affected your
lifestyle. Consider the following questions:
" Will you do anything different in the future? If "Yes," what?
" Do you think that initiative methods are easier than friendship
methods?
" Do you think that these methods would be profitable in your future
ministry? Why or why not?
C. Witness to Special Religious Groups
1. Select a major cult or non-Christian religion (such as Mormonism, Buddhism,
etc.) and study their theology, particularly in the area of soteriology.
a. Note how they agree and differ with an evangelical understanding of
soteriology and theology in general.
© 2003 by The Institute of Theological Studies™
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b. Use at least one primary source (one written by a member of that group to
explain their beliefs and who is not a convert to any other religion).
c. Summarize your study in a typed paper of at least five pages. A separate
bibliography, prepared in standard form, should include all sources read or
consulted in the preparation of the paper such as books, commentaries,
theologies, periodicals, and oral interviews.
2. Arrange an interview with a member of that group who would be familiar with
their theological beliefs to determine the accuracy of your understanding of
the group's beliefs and to discuss the issues you raised in your paper.
a. Attempt to give the member your paper and then ask for comments and
evaluation. You will probably encounter answers you were not prepared
for and you may find that the beliefs they represent the group as holding
are in some ways different from what you thought they believed.
b. After you have interacted with the member concerning his/her
understanding of the plan of salvation, ask for a response to your
understanding of the plan of salvation.
3. In a paper of whatever length is necessary, evaluate your research and the
interview.
a. Your initial research:
" Was it accurate?
" Did you correctly state their views?
" Did you adequately demonstrate how their views vary from
evangelicals?
b. The interview:
" Was it a demonstration of the love of Christ?
" Did you demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit (especially patience,
kindness, gentleness, and self-control)?
" Did the person you interviewed understand the differences between an
evangelical understanding of salvation and theirs?
" Are you effective in dialogue with a committed believer of another
faith?

18
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" What areas of your ministry did this interview demonstrate to be
strengths or weaknesses?
" What aspects of the plan of salvation do you need to study further?
4. When noted on the schedule, turn in your initial paper (1), a brief description
of the person you met with (name, position in group, address, phone, etc.),
your evaluation (3), and a photocopy of the thank you note you sent to the
member thanking him or her for their time and consideration given to you.
D. Evangelistic Speaking
This assignment assumes skill in the art of speaking. Since these skills are not
taught in this course, students who do not already possess them should not attempt
this assignment.
1. Write a word-for-word evangelistic sermon (textual or topical) or message.
Consult the handouts referenced in lesson eight ("Presenting the Gospel: A
Survey of Methods") for the criteria used to evaluate the sermon or message.
2. On a separate sheet, briefly describe the intended audience (location, age,
educational background, religious background, etc.). Based on this
description, explain how the topic, the location, and the time of the meeting
will appeal to the intended non-Christian audience.
3. No work done for previous sermons or messages, either for a course or a
ministry, may be used for this assignment.
4. Submit a final typed manuscript copy of the sermon or message, the
audience description, and the message/topic rationale when noted on the
schedule.

III. Exam
Request your take-home exam after you have completed lesson twenty-two. This is a
closed book exam worth 10 percent of your final grade.
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IV. Evangelistic Strategy
A. Complete the Evangelism Evaluation summary found in the Supplemental
Materials section. The data you collect should be very helpful in completing this
assignment, as will the lectures.
B. Think through the nature of the community where you minister (or expect to
minister after graduation). Describe the community. Thoughtfully discuss any
obstacles that a witness ministry has or may have in this community and how you
might deal with them. Consider the following factors to the best of your ability:
1. Religious and cultural belief systems that a significant number of area
residents embrace. Consider dominant church or religious background
(Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Baptist, etc.); worldview (New Age, agnosticism,
atheism, etc.); presence of extended family and cultural heritage; and any
other background factors that should be considered in developing an
evangelistic strategy.
2. The history of previous efforts (positive and negative) to convert individuals
from your community and how (if at all) this must be addressed by your
present strategy.
3. Any other factors that an effective evangelistic program for your community
should consider. These factors may be obvious to you, but state them in a
clear and concise manner.
" For example, list factors such as rural, suburban, urban, lower-income,
blue collar, farming, professional, college-educated, semi-literate, illiterate,
dominant religion, religious heritage, and so forth.
" If you do not have any present preference or direction, then use a
community to whom you have ministered previously.
C. Demographic studies have alerted us to the rising number of elderly. Yet the
church has historically focused its ministries on youth and families. Describe (in a
paragraph for each) ten practical ways retired members of this ministry could be
involved in a witness ministry to peers, youth, and younger couples.

20

© 2003 by The Institute of Theological Studies™
Evangelism in the Local Church ! ITS Learning Guide

Evangelism Syllabus
D. One of the great problems of the church is the retention of its youth. Describe
how you could seek to ensure that all children in the local church you attend will
understand the Gospel and how you would seek to avoid "overkill" with this age
group. Use the church in the community described above.
E. List five service talks (non-expository topical messages) for a non-Christian
audience that would be useful in the community you have chosen. Give a oneparagraph description of each talk.
F. Listen to your pastor's sermon one Sunday and write one page on how you
would have given an evangelistic thrust to the message in a 4-7 minute
statement.
G. If you do not anticipate a preaching ministry, you should listen to a sermon,
message, lesson, or Bible study based on the context in which you expect to
minister. Explain this on a cover page.
1. In one page or less describe the audience and summarize the sermon/
message/lesson/Bible study.
2. Assume that at least ten to twenty percent of the audience is not converted
and that at least some in your audience have no religious background.
3. Write out in manuscript form (i.e., word for word, not an outline) your
evangelistic close. The final section of the lecture notes "Developing an
Evangelistic Message" may provide some help as well as the lecture notes
entitled "The Gospel Message: Terms and Definitions" and "Presenting the
Gospel: A Survey of Methods."
4. Do not assume too much background religious knowledge of the nonChristians in the audience. Be sure to illustrate and make the invitation clear.
H. When noted on the schedule, turn in all parts of the assignment.

V. Handouts
All notes and handouts in the Supplemental Materials section of this guide are required
reading. The percentage of notes and handouts read should be reported on the
attached Reading Report form and turned in when noted on the schedule.
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VI. ITS Online Interactivity Forum
Participate with other students worldwide in an ongoing asynchronous threaded
discussion of two major course topics. Go to www.ITScourses.org/interactivity/ to
register for and enter the ITS On-Line Forum. In order to get the fullest benefit from the
Forum, complete the assignment after you have listened to all the lectures. Be sure to
return to the forum after finishing the course to see how others respond. Follow these
steps to complete the assignment:
" Post an original answer to each question for your course (75 word min.).
" Post your response to any previous answer given to each question (75 word
min.).
" Submit a document to your proctor that contains the original questions, your
postings, and the postings to which you responded.
NOTE: Please read the “Assignment Instructions” in the Forum for details.

Objective: to develop critical thinking skills through personal interaction with the
content of the course and the responses of others within a diverse community of
learners.

VII. Spiritual Formation Project
RATIONALE: Ministry preparation and the Christian life require more than academic exercises. Learners
also need personal, spiritual formation, which involves theological reflection and critical thinking on their
current practices and assumptions. This process occurs as learners engage in self-reflection and
interaction in a community of learning. With this in mind, ITS includes in all courses a capstone project
addressing these issues and facilitating interaction beyond the formal learning environment (ATS schools,
note Standards 3.2.1.3; 4.1.1; 10.3.3.3).

Write a five-to-six page reflective essay and interview a mentor, discussing the
spiritual impact of this course on your life. Identify your mentor early in the course, and
submit the essay to your grader when you take the final exam. This last project should
not be a summary of course content, but an application of course principles. Complete
the following:
1. Personal Reflection and Evaluation: Reflect on the course – To integrate your
academic studies with your walk of faith, reflect on the content of the course and
evaluate your life in light of what you learned.
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a. Follow these steps in your reflection:
Step 1: What one theme, principle, or concept in the course is the most
significant to you personally? Why is it significant?
Step 2: What portion(s) of the course brought this theme/principle/concept to
light?
Step 3: Think about your past. Why is it vital now for you to deal with and apply
this theme/principle/concept?
Step 4: How should this affect your thoughts and actions, and what specific steps
should you take to concretely apply what you have learned?
b. Write your answers to the above questions in full paragraph form.
(Recommended length for this reflection: approximately three pages)
c. Give a copy of this reflection to your mentor (see #2).
2. Community Reflection and Interaction: Interview a mentor – Since the Holy
Spirit uses the input of others to guide and form His people, interview a mentor
according to the following guidelines:
a. Who should you interview? (1-3 are required; 4-6 are recommended)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Someone with whom you have a reasonably close relationship.
Someone who is a mature Christian ministry leader (i.e. a pastor).
Someone who is not your grader or a family member.
Someone who values the spiritual formation process.
Someone who is familiar with and values the subject of the course.
Someone who has experience using the content of the course in ministry.

NOTE: Identify your mentor early in the course, and give him/her the page
entitled “Guidelines for Mentors.”
b. Focus of the interview – Your interview should focus on the issues and questions
you raise in your essay. For example:
" What feedback can your mentor give in response to your essay?
" In light of the course content, are the conclusions you made appropriate? Why
or why not?
" What additional advice, deeper insights or broader applications might he/she
suggest from his/her own life and ministry?
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NOTE: Conduct this interview either in person (preferred) or over the phone. Do
not use electronic communication (i.e. email, instant messenger, etc). Suggested
length: 45 minutes.
3. Synthesis and Application: Draw your final conclusions – Having reflected on
the course and the discussion with your mentor, synthesize what you have learned
in these three sections:
a. Section 1: Begin your essay with the personal reflection from #1 above. This
should be exactly what you gave your mentor for the interview.
b. Section 2: Comment on your interview, explaining what you discussed and the
insights you gained from your mentor. Include the following:
" What were the mentor’s comments regarding your essay?
" What advice did he/she give?
" How did his/her comments expand or correct your application of the course?
" Include the person’s name, occupation, and the length of the interview.
c. Section 3: Conclude with a synthesis of what you have learned. Answer the
following:
" If your mentor corrected any thoughts in your “Personal Reflection and
Evaluation”, how do you feel about these corrections? Do you agree or
disagree? Why?
" Synthesizing your thoughts from section one and your mentor’s insight in
section two, what final conclusions have you reached? How is this different
from section one?
" In light of the interview and further reflection, what additional, specific
changes need to occur in your life and what concrete steps will you take to
implement them?
NOTE TO STUDENTS: Your effort in this assignment will determine its benefit. If by the end of this
course you have not yet reflected critically on your life in light of what you have studied, allow this
assignment to guide you in that process. The instructor for this course will not score your essay based on
the amount of spiritual fruit you describe; so do not exaggerate (or trivialize) what you have learned. The
primary grading criteria is that you have thoughtfully considered the principles of the course and
realistically sought to apply them to your life. If you have done this and met the minimal requirements
(as noted above), you will earn the full points for this assignment.
Note on confidentiality: Perhaps the Holy Spirit is dealing with you in some very personal areas of your
life. Because of this, your grader will keep your essay entirely confidential and either return or discard it.

Objective: to stimulate reflection and interaction on course principles in order to
enhance personal spiritual formation.
Revised 10/05
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Student Name:

Course:

Interview
Date/Time:

Guidelines for Mentors
(Students, give this sheet to your mentor for the Spiritual Formation Project.)

Thank you for your involvement in this student’s ITS coursework. We believe the
Christian life is more than an academic exercise, so we encourage students to critically
reflect on their life in light of what they learn and then apply those insights to the daily
life of faith.
Therefore, students taking ITS courses are required to complete a final assignment
called the “Spiritual Formation Project.” This assignment involves two parts: an essay
and an interview:
The ESSAY: After completing their coursework, students reflect on the content of
the course, evaluate their lives, and discuss the one theme, principle or concept that
is most significant to them and why. Students are to identify specific ways this
theme/principle/concept should apply to their lives and what action steps they plan to
take in order to make these changes a reality.
The INTERVIEW: After writing this reflection, students give a copy to their mentor
and meet with him/her to discuss their thoughts and get feedback. The goal of this
interview is to facilitate the student’s growth through interaction with a mature
believer.
NOTES ON THE INTERVIEW:
"

You do not need to be familiar with the course to participate in this interview. You will
primarily respond to the thoughts of the student. (However, general knowledge of the
subject matter of the course and/or experience applying it to ministry is valuable.)

"

Prior to meeting with the student, read his/her “Personal Reflection and Evaluation” and
prepare to discuss the following:
1.
2.
3.

What feedback can you give the student in response to his/her essay?
Are the student’s conclusions from the course appropriate? Why or why not?
What additional advice, deeper insights or broader applications would you suggest
from your own life and ministry?

"

Meet with the student either in person (preferred) or over the phone. Do not use electronic
communication (i.e. email, instant messenger, etc.).

"

Suggested length of the interview: 45 minutes

Thanks again for participating in this project! You have a real opportunity to guide this
student in the application process and to help him/her connect academics to life – a
valuable process for all who wish to grow in Christ.
NOTE: If the student’s school makes any changes to this assignment, their requirements should
replace those described here.
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Course Bibliography
Aldrich, Joseph C. Life-Style Evangelism. Portland: Multnomah Press, 1981. A must
book for those interested in “Friendship Evangelism.”
_____. Gentle Persuasion. Portland: Multnomah Press, 1988. A popular style, full of
humor, sequel book by one of the major promoters of life-style methods. Full of
practical ideas for middle-class relational activities.
Armstrong, Richard Stoll. The Pastor as Evangelist. Philadelphia: The Westminster
Press, 1984. The Professor of Ministry and Evangelism at Princeton Theological
Seminary has filled this book with careful research and practical ideas in the
context of a Princeton professor and pastor. Well-aware of evangelical ministries,
but not always of the same theological position as most evangelicals.
_____. The Pastor-Evangelist in Worship. Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1986.
Filled with ideas to help you proclaim the gospel in the context of a local church
even though what the gospel is is not clear.
Autrey, C.E. Basic Evangelism. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1959. A
frequently reprinted work by the professor of evangelism at New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary. The work covers many basic approaches to evangelism
such as pastoral, visitation, educational, revivals, invitations, follow-up, and rural
methods.
Blamires, Harry. On Christian Truth. Ann Arbor, Michigan: Servant Books, 1983. A book
to make you think, in the style of Blamires' friend, C. S. Lewis.
Boa, Kenneth, and Larry Moody. I'm Glad You Asked. Wheaton: Victor Books, 1982.
“In-depth answers to difficult questions about Christianity” by two staff members
with SEARCH Ministries. Carefully thought-out answers with flow charts to help
the novice follow the reply. A basic book for your apologetics library.
Boice, James Montgomery. Christ's Call To Discipleship. Chicago: Moody Bible
Institute, 1986. As Dr. Boice understands discipleship, “there is only one Savior,
the Lord Jesus Christ, and that anyone who believes in a Savior who is not the
Lord is not believing in the true Christ and is not regenerate. We call for
commitment to Christ, the true Christ, and challange the presumption that claims
to be Christian while at the same time disregarding or disobeying Christ's
commands” (Preface, p. 10).
Boudreau, Albert H. The Born-Again Catholic. Locust Valley, N.Y.: Living Flame Press,
1980. If you think that Roman Catholics haven't changed since the middle ages
don't read this book. The work has both a Nihil Obstat and an Imprimatur
meaning that it is officially described as containing nothing contrary to Roman
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Catholic theology! If you will be ministering in a Roman Catholic area, you'll find
this book useful.
Brannon, Clift. Successful Soul Winning. Philadelphia: National Publishing Company,
1981. A step by step book by a Southern Baptist evangelist.
Bright, Bill. Witnessing Without Fear: How To Share Your Faith With Confidence. San
Bernardino, CA: Here's Life Publishers, 1987. Outstanding for those who feel fear
in evangelism (are there any exceptions?). The endorsements sound like a
Who's Who of evangelicalism.
Chantry, Walter. Today's Gospel: Authentic or Synthetic?. Edinburgh: The Banner of
Truth Trust, 1970. Chantry expounds the narrative of the Rich Young Ruler and
argues for an “Authentic Gospel” (i.e. Lordship salvation).
Chapman, John C. Know and Tell the Gospel. Colorado Springs, CO: Navpress, 1985.
A helpful guide for sharing your faith by the Director for Evangelism for the
Sydney Diocese of the Anglican Church in Australia.
Chrisope, T. Alan. Jesus is Lord. Hertfordshire, England: Evangelical Press, 1982.
Subtitled, “A study in the unity of confessing Jesus as Lord and Saviour (sic) in
the New Testament.” A Master's thesis by a pastor in Nebraska and former
student of George W. Knight, III, Professor of New Testament at Covenant
Theological Seminary in St. Louis.
Clark, Gordon H. Faith and Saving Faith. Jefferson, MD: The Trinity Foundation, 1983.
Lauded by Zane Hodges (see Bibliothecs Sacra, April-June 1985, p. 184). A
tightly reasoned defense of faith as assent to proposition(s) by the former
Chairman of the Department of Philosophy of Butler University.
Cocoris, G. Michael. Evangelism: A Biblical Approach. Chicago: Moody Press, 1984.
Largely a collection of Cocoris' lectures at DTS when he was on the faculty of
DTS, booklets published by EvanTell, and sermons at the Church of the Open
Door. A forcefully argued work designed to "provoke further study and greater
evangelism".
_____. Lordship Salvation: Is It Biblical? Dallas: Redencion Viva, 1983. A brief booklet
dealing with the major arguments for Lordship salvation and finding them
wanting.
Coleman, Robert E. The Master Plan of Evangelism. Old Tappen, N.J.: Fleming H.
Revell Co., 1963. A classic, should be read by all in ministry.
_____. Evangelism in Perspective. Harrisburg, Pa.: Christian Publications, Inc., 1975. A
series of lectures, stimulating.
_____, editor. Evangelism on the Cutting Edge. Old Tappen, N.J.: Fleming H. Revell
Co., 1986. Ten essays by Trinity faculty dealing with issues in evangelism.
Collins, Gary R. Beyond Easy Believism. Waco, Texas: Word Books, 1982. “A call for
an end to easy believism and a moving on to costly commitment.”
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Conn, Harvie M. Evangelism: Doing Justice and Preaching Grace. Grand Rapids:
Zondervan Publishing House, Inc., 1982. The title tells all.
Crawford, Dan R. EvangeLife: A Guide to Life-style Evangelism. Nashville: Broadman,
1984.
Dayton, Edward R. and Samuel Wilson, editors. The Future of World Evangelization:
The Lausanne Movement. Monrovia, CA: MARC, 1984.
Eims, Leroy. Winning Ways. Wheaton: Victor Books, 1974. A helpful book by a wellknown Navigator. Excellent format and content for a Sunday school class.
_____. The Lost Art of Disciple Making. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House,
1978. Very helpful and stimulating.
Evangelistic Speaking and Entertaining. Arrowhead Springs, Ca.: Lay Ministry, Campus
Crusade for Christ, 1971. A training manual for equipping laity to entertain
evangelistically.
Engel, James F., and Wilbert Norton. What's Gone Wrong with the Harvest? Grand
Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1975. Stimulating.
Fish, Roy J. Giving a Good Invitation. Nashville: Broadman Press, 1974. A helpful book.
Fresh Ideas For Preaching, Worship, & Evangelism. Waco: Word Books, 1982, 1983,
1984. A collection of ideas previously published in Leadership 100 and
Leadership, both published by Christianity Today, Inc. Anyone can find some real
gems in this collection. Well worth purchasing.
Fresh Ideas for Discipleship and Nurture. Waco: Word Books, 1982, 1983, 1984. Same
as above for these topics.
Geisler, Norman L. Here's How You Can Witness Effectively. Dallas: Dallas Theological
Seminary, 1983. A humorous and penetrating article on “Why I didn't Witness
and How God Changed Me.”
_____ and William Watkins. Perspectives: Understanding and Evaluating Today's World
Views. San Bernardino: Here's Life Publishers, Inc., 1984. If you want to
understand world views, here it is. Watkins wrote this while a student at DTS—so
take heart and see what God may do through you.
Graham, Billy. Peace with God; How To Be Born Again; and others. These books are
widely distributed in various editions through bookstores and Crusades. Wellwritten and clear.
Griffin, Em. The Mind Changers: The Art of Christian Persuasion. Wheaton: Tyndale
House Publishers, Inc., 1976. A stimulating book by a former Young Life staff
member and Professor of speech communication at Wheaton. From the
background of a minister and social scientist, this book investigates techniques of
communication and persuasion.
Green, Michael. Evangelism In the Early Church. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans
Pub. Co., 1970. This popular British author has given a classic scholarly study to
the modern church.
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______. Evangelism Now and Then. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1979. A brief
and more popular treatment of the above title.
Habermas, Gary and Anthony Flew, Terry L. Meithe, editor. Did Jesus Rise From The
Dead? The Resurrection Debate. San Francisco: Harper and Row, 1987.
Hanks, Billie, Jr. Everyday Evangelism. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House,
1983. Helpful.
Hodges, Zane C. The Hungry Inherit: Whetting Your Appetite for God. Portland:
Multnomah Press, 1980. A call to salvation (which is "free") and discipleship
(which is "immeasurably hard").
_____. The Gospel Under Seige. Dallas: Redencion Viva, 1981. A study on faith and
works. Well researched, forcefully argued, and of help to those who are dealing
with the role of faith, works, baptism, and commitment and assurance of
salvation.
_____. Grace In Eclipse: A Study on Eternal Rewards. Dallas: Redencion Viva, 1985.
The easiest to read of Hodges works. Explains his inheritance theology of eternal
rewards as well as the role of grace in salvation.
_____. Dead Faith: What Is It?. Dallas: Redencion Viva, 1987. A brief study on James
2:14-16.
Hoekema, Anthony A. The Four Major Cults. Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co., 1963. A widely used study of the beliefs and practices of
Christian Scientists, Jehovah's Witnesses, Mormons, and Seventh Day
Adventists.
Hunter, James Davidson. American Evangelicalism: Conservative Religion and the
Quandry of Modernity. New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1983. A
pioneering sociological analysis filled with data in an attempt to apply principles
of scientific study to an understanding of American Evangelicalism. Attempts to
answer, “what accounts for the survival of an orthodoxy in a highly ‘secular’
society.”
_____. Evangelicalism: the Coming Generation. Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
1987. Everything you ever wanted to know about who evangelicals are, what
they do, and where they are going. Attempts to explain “the cultural costs and
consequences of its (evangelicalism's) survival in the modern world.”
Innes, Dick. I Hate Witnessing. Ventura, CA.: Vision House, 1983. An interesting study
of communication theory and witnessing. Evangelism as a process rather than an
event.
Ironside, H. A. Full Assurance. Chicago: Moody Press, reprint edition, 1968. Very
helpful to a believer struggling with assurance.
_____. The Eternal Security of the Believer. Neptune, N.J.: Loizeaux Brothers, 1934
(reprinted without date). A brief pamphlet by a great preacher of a generation
ago. Ironside here gives us “an address” and “the substance of two Bible Hours”
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where questions were answered from the platform. This booklet is helpful to give
to a young believer who is doubting their salvation.
_____. Except Ye Repent. New York: American Tract Society, 1937. A helpful work on
the function of repentance in salvation.
Jaffray Jr., George R. Explosive Evangelism. MacDill AFB: Tyndale Bible Society, 1972.
Johnston, Arthur. The Battle for World Evangelism. Wheaton: Tyndale House
Publishers, Inc., 1978. A history of evangelism and evangelicalism in this century
with focus on great conferences.
Kennedy, D. James. Evangelism Explosion. Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, 1970,
1977. One of the most widely used programs for training lay people to witness.
Every pastor should at least be familiar with it.
Kerr, Hugh T. and John M. Mulder, editors. Conversions: The Christian Experience.
Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1983. Great
devotional reading of a wide variety of Christian conversions.
Kuhne, Gary W. The Dynamics of Personal Follow-up. Grand Rapids: Zondervan
Publishing House, 1976. Outstanding.
_____. The Dynamics of Discipleship Training. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing
House, 1978. Helpful.
Kraft, Charles H. Communicating The Gospel God's Way. Pasadena, Ca.: William
Carey Library reprint of the Ashland Theological Bulletin, Spring, 1979. Examines
models of communication and applies this to evangelism.
Lausanne Occasional Papers. A joint publication of the Lausanne Committee for World
Evangelization and the World Evangelical Fellowship, various dates. The entire
series is helpful, there are papers on Christian Witness to various groups such as
Muslims, Jewish people, large cities, etc. Number 21 “Grand Rapids Report—
Evangelism and Social Responsibility: An Evangelical Commitment” may be
helpful to some in this course.
Larson, Bob. Larson's Book of Cults. Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, 1982. A
resource for information on large and small cults.
Lewis, C. S. The Problem of Pain. New York: Macmillian Publishing Company, Inc.,
1962. All of Lewis’ writings are stimulating and easy for non-Christians to grasp.
_____. Miracles: A Preliminary Study. New York: Macmillian Publishing Company,
1947.
Little, Paul. How To Give Away Your Faith. Downer's Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1966. A
classic book on personal evangelism.
_____. How To Give Away Your Life. Arranged after his death his wife, Marie, from file
notes and transcribed taped messages. This book on the Christian life is worth
reading.
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Living Proof: Evangelism as a Way of Life. Dallas: Dallas Seminary Video Ministry,
1984. DTS's evangelism video. Note that the Navigator Jim Petersen has a video
series using the title Living Proof.
MacArthur, John F. The Gospel According To Jesus: What Does Jesus Mean When He
Says “Follow Me”. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1988. The title
fits MacArthur's definitive style as he here explains his understanding of the
gospel and his great dissatisfaction with the understanding that one could
become a Christian apart from following Christ as a committed disciple in
obedience.
McCloskey, Mark. Tell It Often—Tell It Well: Making the Most of Witnessing
Opportunities. San Bernardino: Here's Life Publishers, 1985. A well-researched
motivational book to do evangelism and reply to friendship strategies. Well worth
reading.
McDill, Wayne. Making Friends For Christ. Nashville: Broadman Press, 1979. “A
practical approach to relational evangelism” by a pastor with the heart of an
evangelist.
McDowell, Josh, compiler. Evidence That Demands A Verdict. San Bernardino: Campus
Crusade For Christ, 1972.
_____. MORE Evidence That Demands A Verdict. San Bernardino: Campus Crusade
For Christ, 1975.
_____ and Don Stewart. Answers To Tough Questions Skeptics Ask About the
Christian Faith. San Bernardino: Here's Life Publishers, 1980. Brief answers with
bibliography to scores of commonly asked questions.
_____. More Than A Carpenter. Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 1977. A
good apologetic give-away book for non-believers. McDowell has many other
books that are popular level studies useful in ministry.”
Metzger, Will. Tell The Truth: The Whole Gospel to the Whole Person by Whole People.
Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1981. Yes, the author holds to Lordship
salvation, but don't let that stop you from picking up a few jewels from this book.
Miles, Delos. Introduction To Evangelism. Nashville: Broadman Press, 1983. A textbook
on evangelism in the Southern Baptist Tradition.
_____. Master Principles of Evangelism. Nashville: Broadman Press, 1982. Principles of
evangelism observed in the work of Christ.
Miller, C. John. Evangelism and Your Church. Phillipsburg, N.J.: Presbyterian and
Reformed Publishing Co., 1980.
Moore, Waylon B. New Testament Follow-Up, For Pastors and Laymen: How to
Conserve, Mature, and Multiply the Converts. Grand Rapids: William B.
Eerdmans Company, 1963. A classic by one of the pioneers in the modern
discipleship movement. “Basic concepts for initiating counseling and follow-up in
the local church.”
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Moore, Waylon B. Multiplying Disciples, The New Testament Method for Church
Growth. Colorado Springs: Navpress, 1981. “For pastors and lay leaders who
want believers to grow in quantity and quality.” Built on Moore's first book, this
work “deals with how to establish long-range leadership training in order to
produce carefully discipled multipliers capable of building still more ‘laborers for
the harvest.’”
Mow, Anna B. Preparing Your Child To Love God. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing
House, 1983. If the bibliography is complete, about the only book written on this
topic since the 1950's.
Packer, J. I. Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God. Downers Grove: InterVarsity
Press, 1961. A standard work on this topic.
Parshall, Phil. New Paths in Muslim Evangelism. Grand Rapids Baker Book House,
1980. If you are interested in Muslim evangelism, Parshall is a good place to
begin.
Peace, Richard. Small Group Evangelism: A Training Program for Reaching Out with
the Gospel. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1985. A revision of the author's
earlier works titled, Witness and A Leader's Guide to Witness (Zondervan, 1970,
1971). Peace, a professor at Gordon-Conwell, believes that small groups “may
be the only way we can reach those outside the church” (p. 13). Based on
research into group dynamics and extensive experience with small groups,
Peace offers a nine- to thirteen-week training program for small group
evangelism.
Perry, Lloyd M. and John R. Strubhar. Evangelistic Preaching. Chicago: Moody Press,
1979. A helpful textbook.
Petersen, Jim. Evangelism As A Lifestyle. Colorado Springs: NavPress, 1980. A
balanced book on lifestyle evangelism by an experienced foreign missionary and
Navigator staff member. Could easily be used for a discussion type Sunday
School class.
_____. Evangelism for Our Generation: The Practical Way to Make Evangelism Your
Lifestyle. Colorado Springs: Navpress, 1985. A sequel to his earlier book,
practical, motivational, worth reading. Includes a twenty-four part evangelistic
study of the Gospel of John.
Pippert, Rebecca, Manley. Out of the Salt Shaker & Into the World: Evangelism as a
Way of Life. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1979. Widely read and worth
reading.
Prince, Matthew. Winning Through Caring: Handbook on Friendship Evangelism. Grand
Rapids: Baker Book House, 1979. The founder of New Life, Inc. (from which
Search sprang) describes his neighborhood evangelism program.
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Punt, Neal. What's Good About the Good News? Subtitled, "the plan of salvation in a
new light," Punt attempts to find a middle ground between Arminians and
Calvinists.
Ravenhill, Leonard. Why Revival Tarries. Minneapolis: Bethany House Publishers,
1959.
_____. Revival Praying. Minneapolis: Bethany House Publishers, 1962.
Reisinger, Ernest C. Today's Evangelism: Its Message and Methods. Phillipsburg, N.J.:
Craig Press, 1982. Lordship salvation with great fervor.
Richards, Larry and Norm Wakefield. First Steps for New and Used Christians. Grand
Rapids: Zondervan Bible Publishers, 1981. In the style of Richards and relational
Christianity, a basic follow-up manual.
Richardson, Don. Eternity in Their Hearts, revised edition. Ventura, CA: Regal Books,
1984. Deals with the question, “if God gave two pagan peoples—Canaanites and
Greeks—prior witness of His existence, could He not also have extended the
same or at least a similar providence to other pagan peoples as well? Perhaps
even to all of them?” (p. 33)—fascinating.
Ridenour, Fritz. So What's The Difference?. Glendale, Ca.: G/L Publications, 1967. A
Biblical comparison of orthodox Christianity with major religions and major cults.
Popular work suitable for a Sunday School class.
Robertson, Irvine. What The Cults Believe. Chicago: Moody Press, 1966.
Ryrie, Charles C. What You Should Know About Social Responsibility. Chicago: Moody
Press, 1982.
Sallee, James. A History of Evangelistic Hymnody. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House,
1978.
Schuller, Robert H. Self Esteem: The New Reformation. Waco: Word Books, 1982. Just
what is the Gospel, Dr. Schuller?
Sisson, Richard. Training For Evangelism. Chicago: Moody Press, 1979. A basic
training manual. An attractive option for those considering an EE type program.
Smedes, Lewis B., editor. Ministry and the Miraculous: A Case Study at Fuller
Theological Seminary. Pasadena: Fuller Theological Seminary, 1987. A report by
Fuller faculty on how they view the Signs and Wonders Movement. Very well
done.
Streett, R. Alan. The Effective Invitation. Old Tappan, N.J.: Fleming H. Revell Company,
1984.
Stoner, Peter W. Science Speaks. Chicago: Moody Press, third revised edition, 1969.
Statistical probability applied to prophecy.
Stott, John R. Basic Christianity. Downers Grove: Inter-Varsity Press, 1958. A classic
study on the nature and meaning of what Christianity means to the individual.
Swindoll, Charles R. Eternal Security. Portland: Multnomah Press, 1981. A small ‘giveaway’ booklet.
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Tanner, Jerald and Sandra. The Changing World of Mormonism. Chicago: Moody
Press, 1980. A massive work on Mormonism.
Watson, David. I Believe in Evangelism. Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing
Company, 1977. Worth reading.
Warren, Max. I Believe in the Great Commission. Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company, 1976.
Wimber, John with Kevin Springer. Power Evangelism. San Francisco: Harper and Row,
Publishers, 1986. Signs and wonders as the means to church growth and
conversions.
Witmore, Nyla. How To Reach the Ones You Love. San Bernardino: Here's Life
Publishers, 1981. Some good ideas.
Yancey, Philip. Where Is God When It Hurts. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing
House, 1977. As a pastor you will need what this book has to offer.
BOOKLETS AND TRACTS
ACTS Communications, P.O. Box 157, Claremont, CA 91711 (714-985-5350) publishes
some of the finest brochure/leaflets available anywhere in the world. Headed by
Dick Innes, this literature ministry is aimed at where the non-Christian is at today,
not where they were in days long past. Many of ACTS non-traditional
appearance leaflets are so well done that non-Christians pick them up and read
them—something that happens to few traditional tracts. Many fit into our
paradigm of witness at the point of belief and value statements rather than
attempting conversion in 500 words. http://www.gospelcom.net/actsi/
The traditional tract societies should always be contacted. The American Tract Society,
P.O. Box 402008, Garland TX 75040 has an excellent selection.
INTERNET
Materials useful for evangelism, especially to special groups are available on the
Internet. Discernment is needed with these sites since; there are many sites with
misleading and even false information. The major search engines can often point you to
helpful sites.
A useful link to many Christian sites can be found at http://www.gospelcom.net
For evangelism resources, the major para-church ministries usually will have something
to help. Check out the web sites of Campus Crusade for Christ, Intervarsity, and The
Navigators, to name a few.
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Lesson Two
The Biblical Mandate
for Evangelism

© 2003 by The Institute of Theological Studies™
Evangelism in the Local Church ! ITS Learning Guide

37

Prepare to Discover
Lesson Overview
What’s so important about evangelism? In fact, what is evangelism? In this lesson, you
will begin your study of evangelism in the local church. You will discover the biblical
mandate for spreading the “good news” as you consider the nature and character of
God and His Great Commission. In short, you will learn the real reasons for evangelism
and see how they clash with common perceptions and practices. Throughout the
lesson, reflect on what motivates you to evangelize, and ask God for a heart to “Go
therefore, and make disciples of all nations …”

A man, Andrew, who upon discovering Jesus went to his own
brother and said, “We have found the Messiah,” and then he
brought his brother to Jesus.
John 1:40-42

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson you should be able to:
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"

Identify the primary reason for evangelism.

"

Demonstrate how evangelism is tied to the character and nature of God.

"

Describe the major components of the Great Commission.

"

Reflect on what motivates you to evangelize.

"

Apply the doctrine of the Holy Spirit to evangelism.
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Lecture Outline
I. INTRODUCTION: COMMON MOTIVATIONS FOR
EVANGELISM
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
II. DEFINITION: WHAT IS EVANGELISM?
A. Working Definitions
1. John Knox: "Give me Scotland or I die."
2. Henry Martyn: "Here let me burn out for God!"
3. George Whitefield: thirteen crossings of the
Atlantic to preach the gospel.
4. A man, Andrew, who upon discovering Jesus went
to his own brother and said, "We have found the
Messiah," and then brought his brother to Jesus
(John 1:40-42).
B. Formal Definitions
1. Lausanne Covenant (article 4), The Nature of
Evangelism:

A copy of the Lausanne Covenant is
located in the Supplemental Materials
section.

"To evangelize is to spread the good news that
Jesus Christ died for our sins and was raised from
the dead according to the Scriptures, and that as
the reigning Lord he now offers forgiveness of sins
and the liberating gift of the Spirit to all who repent
and believe. Our Christian presence in the world is
indispensable to evangelism, and so is that kind of
dialogue whose purpose is to listen sensitively in
order to understand. But evangelism itself is the
proclamation of the historical, biblical Christ as
© 2003 by The Institute of Theological Studies™
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Savior and Lord, with a view to persuading people
to come to him personally and so be reconciled to
God. In issuing the Gospel invitation we have no
liberty to conceal the cost of discipleship. Jesus
still calls all who would follow him to deny
themselves, take up their cross, and identify
themselves with his new community. The results
of evangelism include obedience to Christ,
incorporation into his church and responsible
service in the world."
2. The Greek term (evangelize) means to bring or
announce good news.
3. Cautions:
a. Evangelism must not be defined in terms of its
results.
b. Evangelism must not be defined in terms of its
methods.
c. Evangelism must be defined only in terms of
the message.
III. THE BIBLICAL MANDATE FOR EVANGELISM
A. The gospel writers’ record of Jesus’ command to
evangelize (see chart on next page).
B. The "Evangelist" in the Epistles
1. Acts 21:8 – Philip
2. Eph. 4:11 - in a list of ministries
3. 2 Tim. 4:5 – Timothy
C. Further Biblical Injunctions
1. People are lost and separated from God (Mt. 9:36;
Lk. 19:10; Eph. 2:1, 2:12; 2 Tim. 2:26).
2. People cannot save themselves (Eph. 2:8,9).
3. Christ was willing to die for our sins so that men
might know God (Rm. 5:8, 1 Jn. 4:10).
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THE GREAT COMMISSION
( F ig ure 2a)

MATTHEW
28:16-20
AUTHORITY
&
POWER

TASK
&
MEANS

EXTENT

MESSAGE

INITIAL
ATTITUDE

RESPONSE

MARK
16:14-18

LUKE 24:44-49
ACTS 1:6-11

JOHN
20:19-23

confirming signs (vs.
17-18, 20)
“The Lord worked with
them” (v.20)

“the promise of My Father
upon you”
“clothed with power from on
“Receive the Holy
high”
Spirit” (cf. Jn. 15:26)
“receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon
you”

Go (as you are going)
Make disciples (task)
Baptize (means)
Teach (means)

Go, ... preach the
Gospel

proclaim “repentance for
forgiveness of sins,”
beginning from Jerusalem
“be My witness”

“As the Father has sent
Me, I also send you.” …
remit and retain sins, …
“bear witness (15:2627)

“of all nations”

“all the world”
“all creation”

“to all the Nations”
“Jerusalem ... Judea ...
Samaria ... the remotest
part of the earth.”

(3:16)

“all that I have
commanded you”

“the Gospel”

“believe that Jesus is
“repentance for forgiveness
the Christ, the Son of
of sins”
God ...” (v. 31)

Some worshipped
Some doubted

mourning & weeping
(v.10) reproached by
Jesus for “their unbelief
and hardness of heart”

“startled & frightened” at
Jesus’ appearance
“troubled”
“doubts” in their hearts
“joy” and marvel

“they went out
and preached
everywhere”

preached (Acts)

“All authority has been
given to Me in heaven
and on earth.”
“Lo, I am with you
always, even to the end
of the age.”
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afraid (of the Jews)
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4. God is patient (with respect to judgment) so that
people may not perish, but rather repent (2 Pt.
3:9).
5. People need to be told about Christ (Mt. 28:18-20;
Rm. 10:14,15).
6. God has given us the responsibility to be
ambassadors for Christ, that people might be
reconciled to God through Christ (2 Cor. 5:18-21).
7. Christ's love should motivate us to obey (2 Cor.
5:14; Rm. 5:5).
D. Theological Considerations (evangelism and theology
are interwoven)
1. THEOLOGY PROPER: Evangelism is rooted in
THE NATURE OF GOD as seen in:
a. The Father's love (Jer. 31:3; Jn. 3:16)
b. The Son's mission (Jn. 3:16; 6:44; Heb. 1:1-3)
c. The Spirit's ministry (Jn. 15:26-27; Acts 1:8)
(Figure 2b)

SPIRIT-FILLED WITNESS
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CARNAL WITNESS

Messenger, ambassador for Jesus
Christ

Promoter, recruiter for church or group

Compassionate, realizes that people
have needs and sees them through
God’s love

Fearful, realizes that people are
different and sees them as adversaries,
opposition, the enemy

Approaches the unapproachable

Approaches those who will offer the
least resistance

Goes by faith

Goes by feelings
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2. ANTHROPOLOGY: Evangelism is rooted in THE
CONDITION OF ALL PEOPLE.
a. The Biblical analysis of people: made by God
and for His glory, yet under the dominion of
flesh, sin, law, and death should drive us – if
we have any compassion – to share with
others what we know of the Deliverer.
b. Modern culture, art, literature, and music
demonstrate the lostness of humanity. Even
science has come to recognize that it cannot
provide ultimate answers.
c. Jesus came to seek and save the lost.
1) Paul: "For woe is me if I do not preach the
gospel" – I Cor. 9:16.
2) Origen: "Do you have sorrow for the lost?
Do you care enough to be separated from
Christ for them?"
3. ECCLESIOLOGY: Evangelism is rooted in THE
EXISTENCE AND PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH.
a. Mt. 28:18-20 answers the question, "Why the
church?" (cf. Mt. 16:18; 18:17) with the Great
Commission.
b. Acts
IV. WHAT IS THE GREAT COMMISSION?
A. Mark 16:15, quantitatively: "Go into all the world and
preach the gospel to all creation" (cf. Luke 24:47).
B. Mt. 28:19-20, qualitatively: "Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded
you..."
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C. Conclusions
1. We live in the scientific age, and scientists do one
thing very well – measure. Thus, we can easily
become preoccupied with asking how we can
measure the fulfillment of the Great Commission.
2. But as we look at the Scriptures, we don't get
much light on what the fulfillment of the Great
Commission will look like. We do observe:
a. The Scriptures seem to emphasize the
PROCESS more than the PRODUCT.
b. Acts 19:10 "And this (reasoning daily in the
school of Tyrannus) took place for two years,
so that all who lived in Asia heard the word of
the Lord, both Jews and Greeks."
c. I Thess 1:8 may be suggesting a similar
concept.
V. ILLUSTRATION
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See the Supplemental Materials
section for the complete Niagara Falls
Illustration.
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Pause to Reflect
Study Questions
1. There are many common motivations for evangelism, but what is the primary
motive? How did Paul phrase this motivation?

2. What are two ways in which evangelism must not be defined? How should we
define evangelism?

3. Name three doctrines that are related to evangelism and demonstrate those
relationships from Scripture.

4. Contrast Matthew and Mark’s contributions to the Great Commission.

5. What is Green’s response to the common notion of “earning the right to be heard”?
What phrase does he use instead? Do you agree? Why?

6. Consider Dr. Green’s Niagara Falls illustration. In your previous evangelistic
practices, how much have you relied on the power of the Holy Spirit? How can you
improve in this area?

7. You have been asked to write a journal article for Evangelism Today. You decide to
write about the importance of the Holy Spirit’s role in evangelism. Prepare an
introductory paragraph that will provide the thesis for your article.
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Lesson Three
The Need for
Relevant Evangelism
Forces Reshaping Culture
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Prepare to Discover
Lesson Overview
A crucial part of planning an attack is knowing the lay of the land. As you prepare for
your evangelistic campaign, you will learn how society has changed, and how those
changes impact contemporary evangelism. In this lesson, you will discover how such
things as family structure, ethnic communities, generation gaps, and religious
knowledge have transformed in recent years. Truth itself is no longer a stable reality in
our postmodern world. All these developments, for good or bad, have important
implications for the aspiring evangelist. As you listen, consider how God might use you
to minister the gospel to our changing society.

“The times, they are a-changin'.”
Bob Dylan

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson you should be able to:
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"

Contrast the ways in which former and current generations know truth.

"

Recall the factors of change that impact contemporary evangelism.

"

Describe how today’s emphasis on experience affects the gospel messenger.

"

Evaluate how well your local church has adapted to the needs of its changing
neighborhood.

"

Formulate a plan for reaching a changing segment within your ministry context.
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Lecture Outline
I. BACKGROUND: the pace of social change since the
late 1950's

II. A NEW PARADIGM FOR KNOWING: truth versus
experience
A. The old paradigm desired truth and so stressed facts,
logic, evidence, consistency, and ethics.

B. The new paradigm desires feelings and so stresses
experience, drama, re-enactment, and emotion.

C. The biblical paradigm stresses truth even when it
packages it in the form of experience (e.g., poetry and
narrative).

III. CHANGING ROLE OF WOMEN, SINGLE PARENT
HOUSEHOLDS, RECONSTITUTED AND BLENDED
FAMILIES, LATCH-KEY CHILDREN: a new audience
with new values
A. Effects on non-home life

B. Effects on home life

IV. THE LOSS OF COMMON RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE:
they don't hear what we are saying
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V. CHANGING BASIS FOR PEOPLE GROUPINGS
(Figure 3a)

TRAITS USED TO DESCRIBE A PEOPLE GROUP OR COMMUNITY
FORMERLY

CURRENTLY

CULTURE OR LOCATION

IDENTITY GROUPINGS

CULTURE OF ORIGIN
Identity was based on your cultural, religious,
and/or ethnic background, e.g., Irish, Chinese,
Hindu, Muslim, tribal …

MACROSTRUCTURAL GROUPS
Identity is often found in groups that cross over
common structural boundaries. These groups
may find their center or “glue” in wealth, power,
and prestige.

GEOGRAPHICAL

SMALL SOCIAL GROUPS

Identity was based on where you lived, e.g.,
rural, suburban, urban …

Identity is often found in groups built around
common life-style and occupation.

Should this major change in how people group themselves together affect church planting,
evangelism, and other ministry strategies?

HOW?
Adapted from Harvie Conn, A Clarified Vision for Urban Mission (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1987), p. 17 and other sources

VI. THE AGING OF SOCIETY: the need for new strategies
A. Older adults: the “mine generation”

B. Baby Boomers: the “me generation” (middle-age
workers)

C. Baby Busters: the “us generation”
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VII.SOCIAL ACTION: integration of faith and lifestyleconverts from the 60's and 70's

VIII.GEOGRAPHIC POPULATION SHIFTS: church
planting and renewal
A. The lure of the Sunbelt

B. The needs of the Rustbelt

IX. CHANGING MINORITIES: new opportunities
A. Stabilization of black communities

B. Rise of Hispanic communities

X. DECLINING AMERICAN INFLUENCE ABROAD: big
changes for missions and money
A. Implications for American missions

B. Implications for mission budgets of American
churches

XI. EDUCATION BOOM: opportunities to reach seekers
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XII. FACTORS WHICH WILL HAVE LITTLE EFFECT
A. Computer revolution & the information highway:
functional limitation

B. Medical revolution: economic limitation

XIII. OTHER FACTORS TO CONSIDER
A. Rising influence of New Age values and thinking

B. Pluralism and relativism: especially as they relate to
depravity and doctrines of hell and eternal
condemnation

C. The idealism of Generation X
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Pause to Reflect
Study Questions
1. Contrast the old and new “paradigms of knowing truth” as presented by Dr. Green.

2. How has this new paradigm affected the media / marketing? What has been the
effect on church services?

3. What questions need to be asked about evangelism in light of this new paradigm of
knowing truth?

4. Explain the typical relation of evangelism to social action. What dangers, if any,
could arise in this type of relationship?

5. Describe the impact of geographical change on evangelism.

6. Reflect on the ministry of your local church: what strategies are being used to
minister the gospel to specific age groups?

7. In light of the last question, choose an age group within your ministry context and
suggest three additional ways in which your local church can share Christ in a more
relevant manner.
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Lesson Four
The Gospel Message
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Prepare to Discover
Lesson Overview
When we want to verify the reliability of a statement, we sometimes refer to it as “the
gospel truth.” But what exactly is the truth of the gospel? When we witness, what truths
should always be spoken? In this lesson, you will study four indispensable elements of
the gospel message. You will examine them in Acts and 1 Corinthians, and discover
how the stories of Jesus’ birth, life, death, and resurrection (the Gospels) contribute to
the proclamation of the good news. This lecture emphasizes how the elements of the
gospel message must be clearly explained to a world that has limited “Christian”
understanding. Throughout the lesson, consider how the “gospel truth” has enriched
your own life … and be thankful.

“So, for my part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also
who are in Rome. For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is
the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the
Jew first and also to the Greek.”
Romans 1:15-16

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson you should be able to:
"

Identify four essential elements of the gospel message.

"

Describe the significance of Christ’s death on the cross for the gospel message.

"

Explain the meaning of and need for “revelational context” when presenting the
gospel.
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"

Develop a brief, polished gospel presentation for personal use.

"

Appreciate the “good news” of the gospel for your own life.
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Lecture Outline
I. DEFINITIONS
A. A general and poetic definition: "The gospel is God's
hope for healing the rift in creation caused by
humanity's rebellion. When this is done, there will
appear the beauty and unity that truly express His
character. Then all things and all people will praise
Him and obey His will." (Carmen L. Conner)

B. A theological definition: "The gospel is the joyous
proclamation of God's redemptive activity in Christ
Jesus on behalf of man enslaved by sin." (Robert
Mounce)

C. The Gospel is the power of God. As an instrument of
the Holy Spirit, it convicts (I Thess 1:5), converts, and
bears fruit (Col. 1:6). Although often opposed (I Thess
2:2), it is not itself restricted (2 Tim 2:9) and, even if
its proclaimers are opposed (Philemon 13), they
should proclaim it with boldness (Eph. 6:19), for to
those who respond to it in faith it is the "power of God
for salvation" (Rom 1:16).

II. THE ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF THE GOOD NEWS:
WHAT DO THEY NEED TO HEAR?
A. The Gospel Events
1. Death of Christ
a. It was substitutionary, in our place, or "for our
sins" (I Cor 15:3).
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" The reference to the "tree" is a deliberate
reference to the divine curse under which
He died (cf. Acts 5:30, 10:39, 13:29; Deut.
21:22,23; Gal. 3:10,13; I Pt. 2:24).

b. It was purposeful or according to "the
predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God"
(Acts 2:23), "according to the Scriptures"
(I Cor. 15:3).

2. Resurrection of Christ:
" It was a divine vindication, a "snatching of
Jesus from the place of a curse to the place
of honor and authority at God's right hand
(e.g. Acts 2:32,33)." (John Stott)

B. The Gospel Witnesses
1. The Scriptures (Acts 2:25ff; 3:18,24; I Cor. 15:3-4)

2. The disciples (Acts 2:32, 5:32; I Cor. 15)

3. Application:

C. The Gospel Promises
1. The forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38) – remission of
guilt

2. The gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38) – a new life
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D. The Gospel Call
1. However phrased (e.g., "repent," "believe," "be
baptized"), the Gospel calls for a response to its
offer.

2. No presentation of the Gospel is complete if it
omits an opportunity to respond to the offer of
salvation or if it makes that response anything but
what the text calls for, acceptance of a free gift.

E. I Corinthians 15
1. Gospel Events
a. Death, v. 3

b. Resurrection, v. 4

2. Gospel Witnesses
a. Scriptures, vv. 3-4

b. Disciples, vv. 5-9

3. Gospel Promises
a. Forgiveness, vv. 10, 17

b. Holy Spirit/new life, vv. 20-24-56

4. Gospel Call
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F. Revelational Context
1. In addition to the above elements, the Gospel
messages in Acts references the life and ministry
of Jesus, His enthronement as Lord, and His
return as Judge. The question is thus raised:
" What do these references have to do with the
gospel proclamation? Are they a part of the
gospel, an introduction to it, or merely a
transition to the gospel?

2. In addition, one is struck that the early church saw
fit to refer to the accounts of the entire life and
ministry of Jesus recorded by Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John as the Gospels.
" If the gospel is only the events, witnesses,
promises, and call as noted above, in what
sense are these long documents gospel?

3. The answer is to recognize that the references in
Acts do relate to the preaching that follows by
setting the stage or context in which the
proclamation of the events, witnesses, promises,
and call can be understood in the sense intended
by God.
In a similar manner, it is evident that the focus of
the four gospel writers is the Passion Week
narrative. Those events receive such a
disproportionate amount of space in all four
gospels that their significance is evident to even
the most casual reader. Again, the rest of the
narrative sets the stage for what we traditionally
refer to as "the gospel."
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4. Thus, in addition to the
Gospel Events,
Gospel Witnesses,
Gospel Promises, and
Gospel Call
… a full or complete gospel presentation includes
revelational context.

is that additional revelation (general and special)
that enables the audience to understand
the meaning and significance of
the Gospel events,
witnesses,
promises,
and call.
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Pause to Reflect
Study Questions
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1.

List the four essential elements of the gospel message.

2.

Explain the special significance of Christ’s death on a “tree.” What is the main
point about this death that should be emphasized in a gospel presentation?

3.

Show how the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) relate to the gospel
message. What do the stories of Jesus have to do with the gospel “facts”
mentioned by Paul?

4.

Revelational context is ultimately about relevance. How would you defend the
gospel’s relevance to all ages and still maintain a need for “revelational context”?

5.

Contemplate the “Gospel Promises” for your own life. Do you continue to rest in
these promises? Do you still bathe in God’s forgiveness? Do you still recognize
the Holy Spirit’s powerful presence in your life?

6.

Write a refined summary of the gospel message that you can use in your
personal evangelistic ministry.
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Lesson Five
The Gospel Message:
Terms and Definitions
(Part One)
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Lesson Overview
The Gospel is profoundly simple. Though the theological minutia of Jesus’ birth, life,
death, and resurrection can never be exhausted by human minds, the gospel message
is clear and uncomplicated. Oftentimes, however, we communicate a message that is
difficult for unbelievers to grasp. In this lesson, you will examine common terms that are
used in evangelism and evaluate them for cultural relevance. You will discover how
such words as faith, Christian, Church, and heaven can send mixed messages to a
postmodern society. Dr. Green offers helpful alternatives to many of these confusing
words. Throughout the lesson, recall terms that you use in your own witness and reflect
on their clarity and relevance to those in your ministry setting.

And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with
superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the
testimony of God. For I am determined to know nothing
among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified … so that
your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the
power of God.
I Corinthians 2:1-5

Learning Outcomes
By the end of this lesson you should be able to:
"

Identify theological terms that can confuse a gospel presentation.

"

Offer relevant alternatives to such complex ideas.

"

Describe the contemporary connotations of the words Church, Christian, and
heaven.
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"

Reflect on the wording and relevance of your own gospel presentation.

"

Appreciate both the mystery and simplicity of the good news.
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Lecture Outline
I. THE GOSPEL MESSAGE – A REVIEW
A. The Gospel events: the death and resurrection of
Christ
B. The Gospel witnesses: the Scriptures and the
disciples
C. The Gospel promises: forgiveness of sins (remission
of all guilt) and the gift of the Holy Spirit (new life)
D. The Gospel call: a response of acceptance through
faith
E. Revelational Context: "that additional revelation which
enables the audience to understand the meaning and
significance of the Gospel events, witnesses,
promises, and call."
II. GOSPEL TERMINOLOGY – HOW TO SAY IT
A. Atonement
1. Common Usage:

2. Theological Meaning: Christ's death was the
redemptive sacrifice, the saving deed. This event
and the whole range of its results are commonly
called the atonement. The precise effects of the
atonement on God and people, its necessity, and
how it affected human redemption have and
continue to spark debate among theologians.
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3. Alternative Language
a. Explain results rather than process.

b. Recognize man as a sinner, or in the vivid
metaphors of the New Testament as:

1) A slave who must be redeemed

2) An enemy who must be reconciled

3) A corpse that must be resurrected

4) A captive whose powerful oppressors must
be overthrown

5) A criminal who must be justified
(Grounds, s.v. "Atonement," Baker's
Dictionary of Theology, p. 76)

c. By the atonement, people have been released
from this predicament. God has not changed,
but his relationship to sinful people has.

B. Belief, Believe, Faith, Trust
1. Common Usage: Belief, faith, and trust generally
operate in the intellectual realm ("I believe the car
will make the trip"), sometimes in an antiintellectual realm ("Have faith"), and sometimes in
the emotional realm ("Trust me"). Rarely are
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intellectual, emotional, and volitional commitments
thought of as "faith."

2. Theological Meaning: The Hebrew concept of faith
is firmness, reliability, or steadfastness. To believe
is to hold on to something firmly, with conviction
and confidence. The N.T. reflects this point by the
use of the preposition in, "faith in an object."

3. Alternative Language
a. Faith and Intellect: faith is not believing what
cannot be proven, nor is it somehow inferior to
reasoned knowledge.

b. Faith and Emotions: faith may or may not have
an emotional component.

c. Faith and Will: faith is exercised in the area of
the volition – the will.

d. Definition: a decision of the will to trust in
something. The role of intellect and emotions is
important, but subordinate to the will.

e. Illustration:
1) Object of faith –The Bridge (decision of will)

2) Nature of faith –The Mustard Seed (quantity
or quality of faith not the issue)
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C. Christian
1. Common Usage
a. A "good" person

b. A religious person

c. A churchgoer

2. Theological Meaning
a. The first recorded usage of the term Christian
was used to describe a follower of Jesus (Acts
11:26). In the New Testament, Christians are
also described as "disciples," "brethren," and
"those of the way."

b. An evangelical Christian is an individual who
has a true saving faith in Jesus Christ as their
personal Savior – often described as the new
birth.

3. Alternative language
a. In addition to a clear gospel presentation, it is
often best to use a personal testimony as a
way of clarifying misconceptions of what is
meant by "Christian."

b. Illustration of a car in a garage: standing in a
garage and making noises like a car will not
make you a car. Likewise, going to church and
pretending to be a Christian will not make you
a Christian.
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D. Church
1. Common Usage
a. A building used for religious meetings

b. An organized denomination (e.g. the Roman
Catholic Church) or all such groups (e.g.
"church and state")

c. Usually the term has negative connotations.

2. Theological Meaning
a. The congregation that the living God
assembles about His Messiah Jesus, the body
of Christ (Robinson, s.v. "Church," Baker's
Dictionary of Theology, p. 123)

b. Local assemblies of believers

3. Alternative Language
a. Don't confuse organizations or buildings with
God's people. In some cases, it is best not to invite
non-Christians "to church," but to meet other
believers for worship/fellowship/Bible study and so
forth.

b. Don't make terminology an issue. The issue in
evangelism is salvation, not precise terminology.
Focus on the functions of the church.
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c. Response to the criticism that the church is not
perfect: there is no such thing as a perfect
church and if there was, the only thing I know
about it for sure is that they wouldn't let me in!

E. Creature
1. Common Usage
a. A "creature" is a "beast," an "irrational animal."

b. The term has no associations with "creation."

2. Theological Meaning
a. We, as creatures, are part of God's creation.

b. By implication, the creature owes some kind of
loyalty, allegiance, submission, or obedience to
his Creator.

3. Alternative Language
a. We are all made by God.

b. God has made or created everything, including
you and me.

F. Crucifixion, Cross
1. Common Usage
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a. After centuries of religious use, crucifixion is
only a faint meaning of "execution."

b. "Cross" has become a religious figure of
speech for suffering, undesirable aspects of
life.

2. Theological Meaning
a. The Crucifixion was the event where man was
reconciled to God.

b. On the phrase, "take up your cross," see
Michael P. Green, "The Meaning of CrossBearing," BibSac, 140:558 (April-June 1983)
117-133.

3. Alternative Language: Explain what crucifixion
involved (see F. J. Taylor, s.v. "Cross," TWBB, p.
57).

G. Dogma
1. Common Usage
a. An "unapproved assertion" often "delivered in
an arrogant manner" (C.S. Lewis)

b. Things which no one can explain, but which
you have to believe

2. Theological Meaning
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a. "A tenet of doctrine authoritatively pronounced"

b. "Those propositions of religious truth believed
to have originated from divine revelation and
set forth as a part of a comprehensive doctrinal
system by a duly constituted religious
authority" (W. Ward, s.v. "Dogma," Baker's
Dictionary of Theology, pp. 171-72).

3. Alternative Language: "This is what we believe."

H. Eternal Life, Heaven
1. Common Usage
a. A religious "fairy-tale," a "pie in the sky when
you die," having a "good time" forever, playing
harps, having wings, sitting on a cloud. Where
you go if you have Prudential Life Insurance
(on an escalator).

b. It is the place where streets are paved with
gold and there is no work but only plenty of
everything and rest. In other words, it is the
paradise of the materialist and the hedonist!

2. Theological Meaning
a. "Eternal" or "everlasting" life is "that which
anticipates and assures fellowship with God in
eternity as well as having promise of entering
into that eternal fellowship in time" (Walvoord,
s.v. “Eternal Life," Baker's Dictionary of
Theology, p. 195).
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b. John 17:3, "Now this is eternal life that they
may know you, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom you have sent" (NIV).

c. All humans will live forever; eternal life does
not equal eternal existence but eternity with
God.

d. Eternal life has a physical property, (I Cor.
15:50 the body is raised) and is not "purely
spiritual."

e. Heaven is where God is, the immediate
presence of God. It is not a place of inactivity,
but is fulfilling work (Lk. 19:17; Rev. 5:9).

3. Alternative Language
a. Eternal life is knowing God – intimately and
personally, forever.

b. Illustration: perhaps a hint of what heaven will
be like can be found in looking at the Garden of
Eden.
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Pause to Reflect
Study Questions
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1.

From the lecture, list eight terms used in evangelism that can be confusing to
unbelievers.

2.

Dr. Green advocates talking about results rather than process when presenting
the gospel. Explain what he means and provide an example.

3.

The term atonement, while extremely significant, is hardly used today. Suggest
two contemporary analogies for this important element of the gospel message.

4.

Everyone has an opinion on heaven and hell. Describe the common perceptions
of heaven and hell. How do such notions hinder true repentance and
conversion?

5.

Briefly describe the biblical, essential meanings of heaven and hell.

6.

Analyze your current gospel “lingo.” What terms are you using right now that
may be confusing to unchurched people?

7.

Even Nicodemus, a religious expert, found the gospel phrase born again hard to
grasp. Being “reborn” is a good term. How would you explain this concept to
today’s listeners?
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Prepare to Discover
Lesson Overview
Like Charlie Brown listening to his babbling, invisible teacher, unbelievers do not always
understand what we are trying to tell them. Words like justification, propitiation, and
reconciliation often sound like “blah blah blah” to those who have not been raised in a
religious environment. Even familiar words like forgive and repent have multiple
meanings today. In this lesson, Dr. Green continues his discussion on gospel terms and
definitions, particularly those that are difficult to understand and lack cultural relevance.
Adding to the previous list, you will examine seven problematic words, discover relevant
alternatives, and learn helpful ways to illustrate these profound concepts. As you listen,
ponder the significance of these terms for your own life and ministry.

When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence
or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about
God. For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you
except Jesus Christ and him crucified.
I Corinthians 2:1-2

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson you should be able to:
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"

Recall seven additional theological terms that can confuse a gospel presentation.

"

Offer relevant alternatives to such complex ideas.

"

Describe the contemporary connotations of the words sin, repent, and forgive.

"

Consider the significance of these words for your own life and ministry.

"

Identify three additional words / ideas that lack cultural relevance.
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Lecture Outline
(Continued from previous lecture)
I. Forgive
1. Common Usage –To overlook an error, mistake or
wrong. Computers that overlook syntax errors are
"forgiving."

2. Theological Meaning
a. To remove sin. "It is covered, so that it no
longer obtrudes itself between man and God; it
is carried away, so that it ceases to form a
barrier; it is forgiven so that there is not
resentment or anger in the mind of the injured
party." (N. H. Snaith, s.v. "Forgiven," TWBB, p.
86).

b. Forgiveness, for God, has no limits.

3. Alternative Language.
a. Rm. 8:1, the removal of condemnation

b. Forgiveness takes away the guilt of sin.

J. Immaculate Conception
1. Common Usage: If even understood at all, often
confused with virgin birth of Christ.
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2. Theological Meaning: A Roman Catholic tradition
that Mary, the mother of Jesus, was preserved
from original sin.

3. Alternative Language
a. Avoid the term or ignore it.

b. Say, "That idea is debated by theologians, but
more important is what about your sin?"

K. Justification
1. Common Usage
a. A religious word

b. "Just-as-if-I'd-never-sinned"

2. Theological Meaning
a. The declaration of the addition of Christ's
righteousness to the believing sinner.

b. God does not make us righteous, he declares
us to be righteous. He declares a verdict of
acquittal, and so excludes all possibility of
condemnation.

3. Alternative Language: Like a judge, God has
declared you righteous, not because you are
righteous, but because His claims against you
have been satisfied by Jesus Christ.
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L. Propitiation
1. Common Usage: A non-word.

2. Theological Meaning: The turning away of wrath
by an offering. "This is not a process of celestial
bribery, for the removal of the wrath is in the last
resort due to God himself." (see Lev. 17:11) (L.
Morris, s.v. "Propitiation," in Baker's Dictionary of
Theology, p. 425)

3. Alternative Language
a. NIV: 1 Jn. 2:2, "the atoning sacrifice for our
sins."

b. NASB margin: 1 Jn. 2:2, "satisfaction."

M. Reconciliation
1. Common Usage
a. In a dispute, when a solution is found, the two
parties "have reconciled their differences."

b. The term is rarely thought of as applying to
restored relationships, but rather to a solution
of compromise.

2. Theological Meaning
a. The main idea is restoration, not compromise.
Reconciliation means that a fundamental
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change in a relationship has occurred. The
previous relationship characterized by hostility
and estrangement is replaced by one
characterized by fellowship and peace. This
change occurs as a result of a decisive act.

b. God reconciled the world to Himself through
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

3. Alternative Language
a. God has brought us to Himself and made us
His friend.

b. Illustration: my children and hugging after a
fight

N. Redemption
1. Common Usage
a. To buy, cash in, redeem your coupon.

b. To give someone something for money or
merchandise.

2. Theological Usage: Redemption denotes the
means through which salvation is achieved.

3. Alternative Language: God has bought us, He paid
the price to make us His.
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O. Repent
1. Common Usage
a. A religious term, often associated with
"fanatics" and emotionalism

b. Be sorry for something

2. Theological Meaning
a. The Greek term (repentance) has a varied
usage:
1) Used alone, Acts 17:30
2) Used with baptism, Acts 2:38
3) Used with conversion, Acts 3:19
4) Used with faith, Acts 20:21
5) Used with turning to God, Acts 26:20
6) Used with believe, Mark 1:15
7) Used with forgiveness, Luke 24:47
b. The term can be used soteriologically or nonsoteriologically (Lk. 17:3,4; Rev. 2:5; 3:19).

c. The term can be used as a substitute for
believe (Lk. 3:3, 5; 15:7; Acts 11:18; 17:30; 2
Cor. 7:10; 2 Pt. 3:9).

d. Yet, it may be distinct from believe (Mk. 1:15).
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e. Therefore:
1) Don't say repent means only to change
your mind.

2) Include trust when speaking of repentance.

3. Alternative Language: Explain repentance as a Uturn. Some say repentance is the turn from self
and that faith is the turn to God. Since it is
impossible to turn from without turning to, the
distinction should not be forced.

P. Salvation, Save, Savior
1. Common Usage
a. A religious word with emotional connotations.

b. To rescue someone in danger (e.g., he saved
the drowning child).
2. Theological Meaning
a. There are three aspects to salvation:
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TIME

DOCTRINE

MEANING

Past

Justification

Freed from the penalty of sin

Present

Sanctification

Freed from the power of sin

Future

Glorification

Freed from the presence of sin
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b. Salvation can be from more than sin; i.e. there
are non-soteriological uses of "salvation" and
"saved" throughout the Bible.

3. Alternative Language
a. People need to understand they are lost before
they will want a Savior.

b. Illustration: Swim to Hawaii: Who is a Savior?

(See the Supplemental
Materials section for the
complete illustration.)

Q. Sin
1. Common Usage
a. Gross immoral behavior, such as murder,
robbing a bank, pushing an old lady into
oncoming traffic, etc.

b. Few see themselves as sinners.

c. Illustration of the problem in communication:
ask fifty people to define sin and you will get
fifty different answers.

2. Theological Meaning
a. Sin is anything contrary to the character of
God.

b. Sin is not:
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1) An illusion: as humanity develops, sin will
disappear; or as we increase in knowledge
we will see better and realize that sin
doesn't exist.

2) Simple selfishness: this is scriptural, but
inadequate.

3) Merely a violation of the law: this is also
scriptural, but also insufficient unless it
expands law to include the character of
God.

3. Alternative Language
a. Rm. 3:23, imperfection, falling short.

b. Illustration: the "cloaked angel"

c. Original Sin & Total Depravity
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(See the Supplemental
Materials section for additional
information on sin and
depravity.)
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To describe man's condition theologians have developed two terms: total depravity and
original sin. These expressions are not exactly the way they sound. Original Sin does
not mean, as I once thought, that there is anything 'original' about sin or the way I
happen to sin. Sin is a very old and in the last analysis a very routine sort of thing. Our
sins are no more original than those of Jezebel or the Borgias. What original sin means
is that our life is sinful in its origins. We come into the world already tainted, discolored,
misdirected. We are hurled into life like a ball with a spin on it and in time the curve
'breaks.' Original sin means that our origins go all the way back to the very origin,
Adam. By virtue of the fact that we are human at all, we participate in the race of which
he is head. Human nature is sinful nature and I participate in that nature. Original sin
also means that every act of mine has sin in its origins; I cannot do a completely sinless
act. Even in my best deeds and my best thoughts there is still the discoloration of selfcenteredness instead of God-centeredness. This may easily be illustrated in my pride or
in my own acts or in my insistence that one of my "good" acts should be given more
respect or gratitude.
The expression total depravity does not mean that I am totally depraved in some sense
of being a madman. (Recent horrors of war would indicate, however, that men are more
depraved than we like to think.). But the emphasis is on the word total. This is a way of
saying that the totality of my being is touched with the depravity of sin. If sin were blue
in color I would be some shade of blue all over. My body is really a body 'of death,'
because, if left to its own tendencies apart from the saving grace of God, there is
nothing but death in me – death that is physical, mental, spiritual-total!
The doctrine of sin emphasizes that the race of mankind is a fallen race. As participants
in that race, therefore, we are participants in that fallen condition. This fallen condition
can be described in such terms as original sin and total depravity or any other terms
that will make clear to us that in and of ourselves there is no good in us that will grow
naturally into our own salvation. Only by the regenerative act of God-new birth, a new
creation-can a new process be started to restore us to our true and essential humanity,
the image of God. The way of this regeneration is established for us in Christ's complete
obedience all the way to the cross. The application of this regeneration is only by the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Addison Leitch, Interpreting Basic Theology (Great Neck, NY: Channel Press, 1961), p. 71- 73.
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Study Questions
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1.

According to Dr. Green, what two texts are excellent expositions on forgiveness?

2.

Explain the Catholic doctrine of the Immaculate Conception. How would you
respond to this?

3.

Using everyday language, describe the term propitiation.

4.

Perhaps the greatest result of salvation is reconciliation with God. Provide a
contemporary example of reconciliation to help an unbeliever grasp the
significance of this truth.

5.

List three contemporary connotations for sin.

6.

It’s easy to confuse feeling with fact. Of the seven theological terms examined in
this lesson, which fact is the most difficult to feel in your own life and ministry?
Why?

7.

In addition to the terms already discussed, what are three additional words/ideas
used in evangelism or worship services that have lost contemporary relevance?
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Prepare to Discover
Lesson Overview
“To each his own” – a typical approach when it comes to personal decisions, such as
what shirt to wear, what car to drive, even what person to marry. But can we use such
individual preferences when presenting the gospel? Further, what constitutes a
legitimate gospel presentation? In this lesson, you will learn how to evaluate
evangelistic presentations by studying the typical elements found in most presentations
as well as their common methods of communication. You will examine the pros and
cons of such approaches as the Bible-only method, the tract method, and the non-print
method. Recalling the essential elements of the gospel message will help you critique
the various methods. As you listen, consider which techniques might work well in your
local ministry context.

“… For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also
in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction …”
1 Thessalonians 1:5

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson you should be able to:
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"

Recall the essential elements of the gospel message.

"

Describe advantages and disadvantages in common gospel presentations.

"

Identify criteria for evaluating evangelistic presentations.

"

Explain the tension between man-centered and God-centered evangelism.

"

Develop a God-centered focus to your gospel presentation.
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Lecture Outline
I. DESCRIBING AND EVALUATING EVANGELISTIC
PRESENTATIONS
A. Describing an Evangelistic Presentation
Gospel presentations vary widely in verses cited,
number of points, emphasis, format, length, and so
forth. Prior to evaluating the presentation, first identify
correctly the elements of the presentation. Typically a
presentation will contain the following elements:
1. Attention-Getting Introduction
Typically a gospel presentation will begin with an
attempt to arrest the hearer or reader's attention
and turn it toward the Gospel. Frequently used
strategies to accomplish this include the following
(note that the introduction may or may not reflect
what the presentation gives as the purpose of
redemption):
a. A thought-provoking question

b. A thought-provoking statement or quotation

c. A moving illustration, story, or testimony
(usually the speaker's/author's)

2. The Nature Of God
Some aspect of the nature and character of God is
usually described in such a manner that the
hearer/reader will understand the necessity of
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God's judgment of sin and the desirability of
reconciliation to God. Thus, God may be
described as loving, kind, merciful, and/or as holy,
just, righteous, etc.

3. The Nature Of People And The Consequences
The basic nature of all people as sinful, unholy,
etc., is developed. In addition, the consequences
of sin are described as death, judgment, hell, and
so forth.
Points 2 and 3 are usually related by developing
both points around a common theme such as sin,
works, or a need such as peace, love, or security.

4. The Work Of Christ And Its Consequences
A statement explaining the doctrine of the
atonement usually follows to resolve the tension
developed in points 1 through 3.

5. The Necessity Of A Response
The presentation usually concludes with a
statement showing the necessity of a response of
faith. Often this response is presented with an
image or figure such as receiving Christ, being
born again, etc. If the presentation is carefully
thought out, a positive response will clearly be one
of faith (not works) and will show that this faith is
placed in the atoning work of Christ.
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B. Criteria To Use In Evaluating An Evangelistic
Presentation
1. What are the purpose of, reason for, and scope of
redemption as explained in the presentation?
a. The good of man (man-centered)

b. The glory of God (God-centered)

2. What elements of the Good News are included?
a. The Gospel Events
1.

2.

b. The Gospel Witnesses
1.

2.

c. The Gospel Promises
1.

2.
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d. The Gospel Call

e. Adequate revelational context for the audience

3. How effectively is it communicated?
a. Is the wording clear and understandable?

b. Does it avoid Christian jargon?

c. Are terms defined?

d. Is trust in Jesus Christ the primary issue?

e. Does it allow the non-Christian to interact with
its points and dialogue with the believer?

f. Does it move the hearer/reader to a response?

4. How transferable is it? Can it be used to equip
another saint to share the gospel?
a. Usability:

b. Phrasing and illustrations:

c. Intended audience:
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C. Bible Only Presentations
1. Advantages
a. Authority – in the Book
b. Quality control – keeps you Scriptural
c. N.T. pattern
d. Flexible – can answer questions
2. Disadvantages
a. Difficult for non-communicators
b. When you leave, listener cannot review
c. Not very effective with those who are hostile to
the Bible or authority
d. Difficult for training
D. Literature Presentations (booklets)
1. Advantages
a. N.T. era pattern
b. Effective for training
c. Transferable
d. Sensitive: attention is on person, not verses
e. Usually very clear and understandable
f. Potential for review when you leave
g. Often contain initial follow-up
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2. Disadvantages
a. Can be very impersonal
b. Can be too complex or too simple for the
audience
c. May use verses out of context
E. Non-Print Presentations (Sermons, Lectures, Movies,
Tapes, T.V., Plays, Discussion Groups, etc.)
1. Advantages
a. Often very interesting and relevant
b. Excellent for low-literate and illiterate
audiences
c. Variety
2. Disadvantages
a. Can be very impersonal
b. Needs to tie into personal follow-up
c. Can be expensive
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Study Questions
1.

What are the five basic elements of most contemporary gospel presentations?

2.

Identify the two “options” for the purpose of redemption.

3.

The use of videos in evangelism and worship services remains a controversial
issue. Many feel that such “non-print” techniques contribute to the “dumbing
down” of ministry. Explain your opinion on the subject.

4.

Contemplate your own conversion. What has been the most important result of
your salvation?

5.

Often our gospel presentations sound like a country music song in reverse: you’ll
get your house back, your wife back, your dog back … Prepare a paragraph you
can use in your evangelistic presentation that accurately reflects a God-centered
reason for salvation.
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Lesson Eight
Presenting the Gospel:
A Survey of Methods
(Part Two)

© 2003 by The Institute of Theological Studies™
Evangelism in the Local Church ! ITS Learning Guide

97

Prepare to Discover
Lesson Overview
This lesson continues your survey of evangelistic methods. You will examine popular
presentations, including Roman’s Road, Campus Crusade, and Evangelism Explosion.
Since all contain the essential elements of the gospel message, each can be a viable
and useful tool in your evangelistic ministry. In addition, you will learn how to develop a
personal evangelistic testimony that is both biblical and culturally relevant. As the
course continues to become more “personalized,” contemplate how you can
communicate God’s grace through your verbal and living testimony.

“Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may
be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of
the gospel …”
Ephesians 6:19

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson you should be able to:
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"

Cite the strengths of three popular evangelistic presentations.

"

Present the gospel using the Roman’s Road method.

"

Explain what is and is not an evangelistic testimony.

"

Evaluate your current testimony for relevance and theological correctness.

"

Develop an introduction to your personal evangelistic testimony.
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Lecture Outline
(Continued from previous lesson)

II.

SURVEY OF PRESENTATIONS
A. Early Church
B. Lewis Sperry Chafer told the following story:

One day I was passing a little house at the intersection of a highway
where a flagman for the railroad was sitting. I looked through the window
and saw him reading what we would commonly call a family Bible. And I
made bold, though it said on the door "No Admittance," to go through the
door.
I said to the flagman, "When I looked through the window and saw
you reading that Book, I just had to come in and pass a word of greeting
to you."
"Oh," he said, "I read that Book a great deal." "But," I replied," are
you saved?"
"No, I'm not."
"Well, why aren't you saved?"
"I never could be good enough to be saved."
"Friend," I said, "if God would make an exception of your case, and
give you salvation outright as a gift, would you receive it?"
"I don't know what brand of fool you think I am, that I wouldn't take a
gift like that."
So I said to him, "Pick up that Bible and turn to John 10:28."
It took him a good while to find it and he read, "I give unto them
eternal life and they shall never perish."
"Now, take Romans 6:23."
And he found that and read, "The wages of sin is death; but the gift
of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." He laid the Book
down and said to me, "Stranger, I don't know who you are, but you've
done more for me today than any other man."
"What have I done for you? I've got you in a trap. You told me that if
it was a gift, you'd accept it now," I said, "what are you going to do about
that?"
"Well," he replied, "I will accept it right now."
And he did. We had a word of prayer and I went on my way. That's
the simplicity of it, dear friend. The gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ. Now, what are you going to do about that?

Lewis Sperry Chafer, as
reprinted in Kindred Spirit, 1980.
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C. Roman’s Road

The Roman’s Road to Salvation
Verse in Romans

What We Learn

Romans 3:10-11
Romans 3:23

Everyone who lives or ever lived is a sinner. We
fall short of God's goodness. Sin separates us
from God.

Romans 6:23a
Romans 5:12

Because all men are separated from God by
sin, all men deserve to die for their sins.

Romans 6:23b
Romans 5:8

But God loves us and cares for us even while
we are sinners.

Romans 5:19

And He made a way out by giving His Son
Jesus to die for our sins (John 3:16). Note that
salvation is a gift. We don't earn it; we are not
worthy of it. God gives it.

Romans 10:9-11:13

God's gift of salvation becomes ours by
believing in Christ and not being ashamed of
saying so. God promised salvation to those who
will believe. God will not back down on His
promise. If you believe, salvation is yours. God
said so!

After Salvation – Baptism:
Romans 6:3-6

Baptism as an outward sign of the inward

The Benefits of Salvation:
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Romans 5:1

Peace with God

Romans 5:2

Access to God, rejoicing, hope of God's glory

Romans 5:5

Not ashamed of Christ

Romans 8:10

We have God's love in us. The selfish desires of
our body should not control us.

Romans 8:14

God's Spirit lives inside of us. This is our life.
We are God's Children.
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D. Four Spiritual Laws (Campus Crusade for Christ)
1. God loves you and offers a wonderful plan for your
life (Jn. 3:16, Jn. 10:10).

2. Man is sinful and separated from God. Therefore,
he cannot know and experience God's love and
plan for his life (Rm. 3:23; 6:23).

3. Jesus Christ is God's only provision for man's sin.
Through Him you can know and experience God's
love and plan for your life (Rm. 5:8, I Cor. 15:3-6;
Jn. 14:6).

4. We must individually receive Jesus Christ as
Savior and Lord; then we can know and
experience God's love and plan for our lives (Jn.
1:12; Eph. 2:8,9; Jn. 3:1-8; Rev. 3:20).

5. Also consider Campus Crusade's booklet, Would
You Like To Know God Personally? The booklet is
similar to the Four Laws except that its organizing
concept is not "God's love and plan for your life"
but "knowing God personally and experiencing His
love." The booklet uses John 17:3 as its theme
verse rather than John 10:10.

6. Other similar booklets:
a. Sunday School Board (S.B.C.): How to Have a
Full and Meaningful Life
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b. B.G.E.A.: Do You Know the Steps to Peace
with God?

c. Navigators: Bridge to Life.

E. Evangelism Explosion
1. The Introduction

See Evangelism Explosion by D.
James Kennedy, Tyndale House
Publishers, 1977

a. Their secular life
b. Their church background
c. Our church
d. Testimony: personal and/or church
e. Two diagnostic questions:
1) "Have you come to a place in your spiritual
life where you know for certain that if you
were to die today you would go to heaven?"
(I Jn. 5:13)
2) "Suppose that you were to die tonight and
stand before God and He were to say to
you, 'Why should I let you into heaven?'
What would you say?"
2. The Gospel
a. Grace
1) Heaven is a free gift.

102

© 2003 by The Institute of Theological Studies™
Evangelism in the Local Church ! ITS Learning Guide

Plan to Listen
2) It is not earned or deserved (Rm. 6:23).
b. Man
1) Is a sinner (Mt. 5:48, Rm. 3:23)
2) Cannot save himself (Eph. 2:8,9)
c. God
1) Is merciful – therefore loves compassion
2) Is just – therefore must punish sin
d. Christ
1) Who He is – the God-man (Jn. 1:1,14)
2) What He did – He paid for our sins and
purchased a place in heaven for us that He
offers as a gift. (Isa. 53:6; 53:10,4; Jn. 14:2,
Rm. 6:23)
e. Faith
1) What is faith? - not mere intellectual assent
nor temporal faith (Eph. 2:8)
2) What it is – trusting in Jesus Christ alone
for our salvation
3. The Commitment
a. The qualifying question: "Does this make
sense to you?"
b. The commitment question: "Would you like to
receive the gift of eternal life?"
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c. The clarification of commitment
d. The prayer of commitment
e. The assurance of salvation
4. The Immediate Follow-Up
a. Bible (seven-day call back appointment)
b. Prayer
c. Worship
d. Fellowship
e. Witness
III. PRESENTING THE GOSPEL THROUGH
EVANGELISTIC TESTIMONIES
A. Evangelistic testimonies are not:

See “How to Prepare a Personal
Testimony” and “How Not to Prepare
a Personal Testimony” in the
Supplemental Materials section.

B. Evangelistic testimonies are:

C. Biblical examples
1. John 4:29, 42
2. Rev. 12:11
D. See handouts for training in how to write an
evangelistic testimony.
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Pause to Reflect
Study Questions
1.

List the five main verses used in the Roman’s Road presentation.

2.

How has Campus Crusade changed its presentation to relate better to a
postmodern culture?

3.

In your opinion, what are the advantages / disadvantages of the Evangelism
Explosion presentation?

4.

According to Dr. Green, what is an evangelistic testimony? What isn’t an
evangelistic testimony?

5.

Dr. Green offered Chafer’s story as a poor example of a gospel presentation.
How do you feel? Do you think that it is better to evangelize poorly than not to
evangelize at all? Explain.

6.

Prepare an “attention grabbing” introduction to your personal testimony for use
within your local ministry context.
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Witnessing to
Roman Catholics
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Lesson Overview
Often it is “religious” people who need the Savior: those who claim Christianity but do
not have Christ. This has profound implications for evangelism. While every church
surely includes unsaved people, this lesson centers on the Christian faith claimed by
one out of every five people in the world today: Roman Catholicism. In this lesson you
will study how to evangelize religious people – specifically Roman Catholics – by
utilizing Campus Crusade’s Four Spiritual Laws. You will examine those elements of the
gospel that are particularly confusing or difficult for Roman Catholics to accept, and how
to address those particular issues in your gospel presentation. While listening, consider
how you might minister to the Roman Catholics in your neighborhood.

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that
no one may boast.
Ephesians 2:8-9

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson you will be able to:
"

Describe the evangelistic changes that have occurred in the Roman Catholic
Church.
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"

Communicate the gospel effectively to unsaved Roman Catholics.

"

Reflect on your current understanding of Roman Catholic tradition.

"

Appreciate God’s gift of salvation.

"

Develop ways to evangelize unsaved Roman Catholics in your neighborhood.
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Lecture Outline
I. EVANGELISTIC MINISTRIES AMONG ROMAN
CATHOLICS
A. A TV program called The Glory of God: The basic aim
of the weekly show is to "see each of the stories they
tell as an opportunity to draw their viewers to the
person who stands at the heart of the Catholic faith,
Jesus Christ.” The host says, "We want to invite
people to a personal relationship with Jesus. We want
to challenge them to come to a deeper personal
commitment to Jesus, to personally experience the
Son of God as their Lord." Speaking with a Bible open
in his hand, the host emphasizes personal faith and
commitment and challenges them to make that faith
their own. The program is committed to "basic
evangelism," defined as "helping people to say yes to
the Good News, which is not a set of doctrines
primarily, but a relationship with a living person. The
good news is that I can know God personally through
Jesus Christ."
B. The boldly named Catholic Evangelistic Center is
located in Blackstone, Massachusetts. Several staff
were trained at a Billy Graham School in Evangelism
in Nashville, Tennessee. Among other outreaches,
the center trains lay men and women in a "13-week
training course which defines evangelization and
presents the core messages and the step-by-step
process of evangelizing" with the aid of a 165 page
manual entitled On Becoming An Evangelist.
C. The People of Hope have ministered in the New
Jersey-New York City area for over a decade. Over
250 outreaches called "Jesus Week" have been
conducted at the local community level. This
evangelistic program blends messages with personal
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testimonies. They have also organized "Thursday
Night Centers" in eight counties in northern New
Jersey. These centers offer prayer meetings and
teaching all designed for the local Catholic population.
D. Why are these programs so unknown to us? Because
they are organized by Roman Catholics. The Glory of
God is produced by Father John Bertolucci, a Catholic
evangelist, and his associates in the St. Francis
Association for Catholic Evangelism. The Catholic
Evangelistic Center, also related to the charismatic
renewal movement, was founded in December 1978
by Fr. Robert Deshais and a businessman, Chet
Stokloza. Its roots go to a prayer group called St.
Theresa’s Community of Love. The People of Hope
are a "Catholic charismatic community of prayer and
evangelization," founded by Fr. Jim Ferry. Sr. Julia
Jamink directs their renewal services and programs
for evangelistic outreach.
E. The point of these references is to demonstrate that
the typical Protestant concept of Roman Catholicism
does not fit the Catholic Church in America. Consider
the following quotes:
1. Fr. Deshaires: "Many Catholics seem to be oversacramentalized and under-evangelized. The most
important thing that we are being called to do is to
follow Jesus Christ. We may have grown up with
the laws of the church without really having made
a personal commitment to Christ."
2. Fr. John Burke, executive director of the Word for
God Institute in Washington, D.C.: "We sometimes
have assumed faith when the faith is not there . . .
We sometimes try to catechize before we have
evangelized."
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3. Sr. Julia Jamink: "It is imperative that
evangelization brings the person to know Jesus
Christ as personal Lord and Savior. Unless we
know who Jesus is, what He has done for us, and
how we can appropriate God's Word and live it,
evangelization will not be effective."
4. In his valedictory as president of the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops (November 14,
1977), Archbishop Joseph L. Benardin said that
the Catholic Church must evangelize its own
members, so many of whom "have yet to
experience conversion." At the same meeting,
Bishop Raymond A. Lucker of New Ulm, MN,
speculated that "perhaps 75 percent" of American
Catholics may not be "converted, faith-filled
followers of Jesus Christ." Such Catholics, he said,
"have been baptized" into the church and may
even attend Mass, "but they have never turned
their lives over to the Lord."
II. PRESENTING THE GOSPEL TO ROMAN CATHOLICS
The following presentation is based on a Four Laws type
gospel presentation. It can easily be adapted to other
gospel presentation forms. Much of this material would
be helpful in witnessing to any "religious person" –
Episcopal, Baptist, whoever is not yet born again.
A. Law 1: God loves you and offers a wonderful plan for
your life (Jn. 3:16; Jn. 10:10)
1. God is personal and so is His love. Many religious
people have never thought of God or His love as
such. If they have thought about it at all, it is "God
loves me I suppose, I mean, he loves all Catholics,
doesn't He?" Point out that Jn. 3:16 is personal "whoever believes."
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2. If God is personal, how is He interested in them?
For most religious people, "God is good and He
gives us moral laws, etc., but beyond that what
relevance does He have to me?" Since the
religious person usually feels safe from hell it is
usually better to proceed on a positive note. Jn.
10:10b should be clarified: by abundant is meant
not necessarily material abundance, but fullness
and meaning regardless of circumstances.
B. Law 2: Man is sinful and separated from God.
Therefore, he cannot know and experience God's love
and plan for his life (Rm. 3:23; 6:23).
1. Most (but not all) religious people will agree, "all
have sinned." However, even though they agree
with generic sin, often they do not acknowledge
personal sin. Having shown the religious person
that God is personal and is concerned about them,
you must next explain why he does not know such
a God.
2. Rm. 3:23: This verse is very interesting "For all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God."
First, it says all have sinned. That means you, me,
my wife, my mother, my brother, everyone. But
what does "sinned" mean? Well to sin is to "fall
short." Of what? Of the "glory of God," which
simply put is His perfection in all that He is. So,
when the Bible says that you are a sinner, it simply
means that you fall short of a standard of absolute
perfection. Now I've never met anyone who was
absolutely perfect, so I think you can see why the
Bible can say that we all are sinners, even though
some are obviously more imperfect than others.

112

© 2003 by The Institute of Theological Studies™
Evangelism in the Local Church ! ITS Learning Guide

Plan to Listen
3. Being imperfect has an effect. Rm. 6:23, "The
wages of sin is death." The result, effect, or wage
of this imperfection is death, or spiritual separation
from God.
4. Arrows – relatively better yes, but still fall short.
5. You now have shown the person that being
imperfect means being unable to know and
experience a personal God who loves us and has
a purpose for our lives. You may find it appropriate
to discuss hell here, but be sensitive.
6. I usually find it best to avoid trying to show the
fallacy of the Roman Catholic distinction between
mortal and venial sins. Even Protestants in effect
make up such categories (e.g. bases for church
discipline), and the removal of this distinction
usually requires more time than it’s worth. All sin
brings death: this alone needs to be understood.
7. To sum up, I find it helpful to say something along
these lines. Now, if I were dead, could you have a
good relationship with me? No, of course not,
dead people have no friends. You can't experience
love if you are dead. Well, spiritually, because we
fall short of God's standard of absolute perfection
we are dead to God, and thus cannot experience
His love and plan for us. If there were only these
two points in all of religion – I know you know
there are more – but if there were only these two
points, what would be the conclusion? The answer
is hopeless despair.
C. Law 3: Jesus Christ is God's only provision for man's
sin.
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1. For the religious person, the death of Christ is a
familiar theme. What is not familiar is the
relevance of it to his or her life.
2. Rm. 5:8: After reading this ask "Has it ever been
clear to you why Christ had to die? I know you've
heard about His death before, but has it ever been
clear to you why?" Usually they will say no. Then
explain laws one and two again in review.
3. I Cor. 15:3-6: But you know, anyone could claim to
be God, or to die for your sins. That's why the
resurrection is so important, because it gives us
evidence that God accepted Christ's death as a
payment for our sins. If someone said, "John F.
Kennedy died for your sins," I would smile and say
how do you know that? But you know, if JFK's
grave was empty, and if hundreds of people,
reliable people, said they had seen him
resurrected, I'd probably listen. That's what the
resurrection does for the claims of Christ, it shows
us that we can believe them.
4. Jn. 14:6: It is precisely because Jesus is the only
one who can be a substitute for our sins that He is
the only way to God.
5. So now we can redraw our diagram to look like
this. You see there is now only one arrow and it
goes all the way to man: not just to where my
good works stop, but all the way.
6. Well, I'm sure you've heard the basic idea of these
three laws before, perhaps not in this way, but the
idea. The fourth law, the last one, shows how
these three apply to our lives.
D. Law 4: We must individually receive Jesus Christ as
Savior and Lord.
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1. What you need to do here is make the issue of
receiving Christ clearly unequal to religious acts.
2. Jn. 1:12: Who is a child? Well, one who has their
parent s' life in them. When we receive Christ by
believing in Him, we become a child of God.
Remember the second law? It said that because
we are imperfect or sinners we are in effect dead
to God. The third law said that Christ's death was
God's way of paying our death wage for us. Here
we learn that by accepting Christ or believing in
Him we can be made alive to God, just as a child
is alive.
3. Eph. 2:8,9: Ask, "According to this verse, how
does a person attain salvation?" If they say works,
then ask them to read it again. When Paul wrote to
the Ephesians, he wanted to make one thing very
clear – that we are saved by faith alone, and that
all our good deeds, as praiseworthy as they may
be, have nothing to do with it. So, he repeats his
idea five times here.
a. "for by grace" – grace by definition is unmerited
favor, i.e. if you deserved it, it isn't grace
b. "through faith"
c. "not of yourselves"
d. "The gift of God" – a gift is unearned, otherwise
it is a wage
e. "not as a result of works"
4. Lastly, make it clear that the kind of faith you are
talking about is not merely intellectual, or
emotional, but an act of the will (i.e., volitional!).
The marriage analogy or the suspension bridge
analogy can help.
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III. FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS
A. The use of apologetics to show that the Roman
Catholic system is wrong.
1. Faith as a result of conviction (which may be
rational or irrational) or tradition (which, for the
individual holding to a belief or a practice because
of tradition, is in a non-rational realm)
2. Christmas tree analogy

B. Typical responses of a new believer to his Roman
Catholic background:
1. Initially: greater involvement, attendance at Mass,
etc. Why?

2. Eventually:
a. Remain and redefine
b. Leave
C. The most effective apologetic to the Roman Catholic
that their system is wrong and yours is right is love
(John 13:35).
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Study Questions
1.

Consider Father Deshaires’ statement: “Many Catholics seem to be oversacramentalized and under-evangelized. The most important thing that we are
being called to do is to follow Jesus Christ. We may have grown up with the laws
of the church without really having made a personal commitment to Jesus
Christ.” How does such an assertion challenge common perceptions of Roman
Catholics?

2.

Describe the evangelistic changes within the Roman Catholic Church in recent
years.

3.

What does Jesus mean when he says, “I came that they may have life, and have
it abundantly” (John 10:10)?

4.

Dr. Green recommends avoiding controversial issues when evangelizing. One
example is the subject of hell when witnessing to Roman Catholics. Do you
agree or disagree? Would you avoid the subject of hell and other “tough” issues
in your presentation? Why or why not?

5.

Analyze your current understanding of the role of faith vs. works. Can you
discuss this subject intelligently with Roman Catholics? Do you have a good
grasp of their tradition?

6.

List three ways in which you can minister the gospel to unsaved Roman
Catholics and “religious” people in your community.
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Developing an
Evangelistic Message
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Lesson Overview
The term evangelist often brings many famous names to mind: Jonathan Edwards,
George Whitefield, Billy Sunday, Billy Graham, and certainly the Apostle Paul. These
men had something in common: they excelled at presenting the gospel to groups. You,
too, may someday give an evangelistic message within your ministry. In this lesson you
will examine the steps in developing an evangelistic sermon, focusing especially on the
importance of the introduction, the use of illustrations, and the need to communicate
effectively. Included in the lesson is a discussion on how to select and study your
sermon text. As you listen, thank God for the person who brought the good news to
you.

“ … How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”
Romans 10:15

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson you will be able to:
"

Identify a biblical basis for evangelizing groups.

"

Recall the steps in developing an evangelistic message.

"

Explain the importance of effective introductions, conclusions, and illustrations
within an evangelistic message.

"

Develop public forums within your neighborhood that can be used to spread the
good news.

"
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Appreciate the effect of the spoken Word upon groups.
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Lecture Outline
I. INTRODUCTION
A. To be evangelistic, a message does not have to be
anti-intellectual, emotionally charged, or filled with
sawdust. Rather, to be evangelistic, a message must
contain evangelistic content and have an evangelistic
purpose. In the literature, the terminology used to
refer to evangelistic preaching includes: revivalistic,
soul-winning, and kerygmatic preaching.

B. An evangelistic message may take the form of:
1. A sermon within a regularly scheduled church
meeting.
2. A sermon at a special church meeting.
3. A message in an evangelistic program.
4. A message at a spontaneous gathering.
C. A sermon, even one on the subject of the gospel,
which does not have conversion as its final purpose
or intent (clearly stated), cannot honestly be called
evangelistic.
II. BIBLICAL BASIS FOR GROUP EVANGELISM
A. Validity
1. Jesus, Mk. 8:1; 9:14
2. Peter, Acts 2,3
3. Paul, Acts
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B. To be effective, group evangelism requires a certain
amount of flexibility.
1. Stick to the basics – I Cor. 2:1-2
2. Identify with your audience – Acts17:19-23
3. Build a bridge to your audience – Acts 17:23-31
4. Present the gospel – I Cor. 9:22b
III. HOW TO PRESENT THE GOOD NEWS EFFECTIVELY
A. Question: Is "effectively presenting the good news"
simply sharing the gospel events, witnesses,
promises, and call with sufficient revelational context?

B. Answer: An effective presentation is also one that
communicates. Communication is not what you say
but what the audience hears. Good news is good.
Effective communication brings this out so that the
audience hears not "religious speech" but "good
news."

IV. STEP ONE: DETERMINING HOW TO AROUSE YOUR
AUDIENCE'S INTEREST
A. Make them curious or touch a real (or felt) need.
B. Often this involves an attribute of God such as His
love or power.

HANDOUT
See the handout on topics for
evangelistic messages and service
talks in the Supplemental Materials
section.

C. Some introductory ideas:
1. Death/Life
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2. Guilt/Forgiveness
3. Fear/Assurance
4. Loneliness/Fellowship
5. Meaninglessness/Purpose
6. Insecurity/Security
7. Love
V. STEP TWO: DETERMINING AND STUDYING YOUR
TEXT
A. Your introduction defined your subject. Now you must
find out what God's Word says about this subject. You
should look first for a passage that deals with the
subject in an evangelistic manner. If none can be
found, you will need to find a passage that deals with
your subject that you can "post-script" with a gospel
presentation.
B. Study the text.
1. Ask, "What is the passage talking about?" This is
the subject.
2. Ask, "What is the passage saying about what it is
talking about?" This is the complement to the
subject.

FURTHER STUDY
For more on the development and
delivery of sermons, see Biblical
Preaching by Haddon Robinson
(Grand Rapids: Baker Book House,
1980).

3. Once you have established this idea (subject and
complement), ask:
a. Does my audience already understand this? If
not, your sermon must explain it.
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b. Does my audience believe this? If not, your
sermon must provide evidence.
c. Does my audience see what difference this will
make in their lives? If not, your sermon must
provide application or illustration. To aid you in
this step, ask these six questions of your idea:
1) How can I?
2) Why is it?
3) Why should I?
4) When should I?
5) Where should I?
6) Where can I?
VI. STEP THREE: DETERMINING HOW YOU WILL
DEVELOP OR PRESENT YOUR TEXT
Having done your basic exegetical work on the text, you
must now decide how to package it. Annandale describes
five types of evangelistic sermons.
A. Problem-Solution – deals with the symptoms and
causes of human problems, such as guilt, loneliness,
worry, etc., and then shows how Jesus Christ is the
solution.

WORKS CITED
Clyde Thomas Annandale II, How To
Develop An Evangelistic Sermon,
ThM. research project, Dallas
Theological Seminary; Dallas, Texas;
1978.

B. Religious Misconceptions/Corrections – by careful
analysis, probes a current misunderstanding about
the way of salvation, and then, by clear exposition of
Scripture, presents the correct way of salvation.
C. Doubt/Proof – sets forth evidence for the case for
Christianity in order to bridge the credibility gap in the
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mind of the skeptic, so that an open ear may be
gained for the presentation of the gospel.
D. Story-Told / Principle-Applied – the retelling of a
narrative or biographical passage in such a way that it
causes a sense of identification in the listener with the
dilemmas and resolutions in the plot. In the
conclusion, the major evangelistic principle is
explained and applied.
E. Pure Proclamation – The entire sermon is concerned
with making the way of salvation clear. It does not
focus on one particular need, doubt, or
misconception.
VII.THE FINAL STEP: WRITING OUT YOUR GOSPEL
MESSAGE
A. Some speakers write their conclusion first, so as to
sharpen in their minds what the body should say.
B. The Introduction
1. Arouse interest
2. Tell why this message is important
3. Reveal the subject of the message
C. The Body
1. Illustrate, illustrate, illustrate.
2. Ask yourself if the message is:
a. Interesting to a non-Christian
b. Simple and clear (i.e., three to five points, with
ample repetition and review, familiar language,
and not dealing with minor points of the text)
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c. Highly illustrative
d. Persuasive, not a "take it if you want" tone, but
one that reveals the compulsion of the gospel.
The speaker must feel as Paul did, "under
obligation." Persuasion is ethical (see Acts
28:23-24), but should not be undertaken apart
from a firm reliance on the Holy Spirit and the
power of the gospel message.
e. Personal. Phrases like "you and me" make a
message warm and inviting, and help avoid a
"holier-than-thou" attitude.
f. Positive, not condemning or negative. They are
already condemned, so show them the way of
escape.
D. The conclusion
1. The conclusion will not take care of itself. It
should:
a. Be clear
b. Don’t be pushy
c. Provide an opportunity to respond to the
gospel
d. Provide an opportunity to tell you (or the
sponsoring group) what they have done
2. Annandale has surveyed evangelistic conclusions
and summarized them into five categories. These
should help you to pick the most effective
conclusion for your sermon as well as to add
variety to your method.
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a. Conclusions can explain how to be saved/born
again/trust Christ as Savior, etc.
b. Conclusions can emphasize the individual's
responsibility and choice.
c. Conclusions can deal with excuses or reasons
why a person should postpone his decision,
and thus appeal for action now.
d. Conclusions can emphasize the benefits of
trusting Christ.
e. Conclusions can illustrate the main point.
VII.GIVING AN EVANGELISTIC THRUST TO A NONEVANGELISTIC MESSAGE
Consider giving an evangelistic thrust to a non-evangelistic
message. This might occur on special days (as Christmas,
Easter, Thanksgiving) and special events (as communion,
baptism, child dedication). With a little thought, any message
that has centered on the person of God or the works of God
can be related to knowing the person of God or experiencing
the good works of God. For the beginner, here are some
suggestions:

RELATED ARTICLE
See Rethinking the Public Invitation,
by Erwin Lutzer, in the Supplemental
Materials section.

A. By Cause and Effect: If your sermon has been built on
a benefit, blessing, or characteristic of the Christian
life, explain its ultimate cause.
B. By Implication: Perhaps your sermon has emphasized
a phrase that can be developed for the non-Christian.
C. By Illustration: Sometimes you can use the gospel
message itself to illustrate your message.
D. By Post-Script: If more appropriate, you can simply
add the gospel appeal as an epilogue to your sermon.
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Study Questions
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1.

Identify a biblical basis for group evangelism.

2.

According to Dr. Green, what element is most important in the body of an
evangelistic message?

3.

List three things that a conclusion may include.

4.

Dr. Green offered the story of Ruth as a great “story-told / principle-applied”
example. Can you think of another story in the Bible that can easily be
developed into an evangelistic message?

5.

What do you think about “doing evangelism” in a church service? Some think
every sermon should be evangelistic, others think that church is for those who
are already saved. How do you solve this tension?

6.

Dr. Green discussed various public issues that can become springboards to the
gospel. Reflect on the societal needs in your neighborhood. What are three
areas where your church can meet real needs and at the same time introduce
the gospel?
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Prepare to Discover
Lesson Overview
Success is usually measured by numbers: an athlete is measured by how many
homeruns were hit; a student is measured by test scores; a salesman is measured by
the number of cars leaving the lot; a dieter is measured by the number of pounds lost.
Is evangelism also a numbers game? What constitutes successful evangelism? This
lesson answers these questions as Dr. Green discusses what it really means to “be a
witness.” He differentiates between evangelism and witness, and shows the important
relationship between witnessing with words and witnessing by walk. Central to the
discussion are the “seven levels of witness.” Throughout the lesson, consider how you
might be a witness on these levels through your own words and walk.

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you;
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Acts 1:8

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson you will be able to:
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"

Provide a definition of successful witnessing.

"

Explain the difference between witness and evangelism.

"

Affirm the role of the Holy Spirit as the One who wins souls.

"

Reflect on the people in your life and how you should witness to them.

"

Develop a plan to witness to two of those people through your words and walk.
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Lecture Outline
I. SUCCESS IN WITNESSING
A. What it is not:

B. What it is:

C. Proposed definition:

II. SOURCES OF KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING GOD [or,
means that God may use to draw people to a knowledge
of Himself]
A. Circumstances
B. Creation
C. Conscience
D. Holy Spirit
E. Scriptures (the only source of saving knowledge)
F. Christians
G. Conclusion:

III. THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN EVANGELISM AND
WITNESS
A. A failure to keep a clear distinction between
evangelism and witness has the potential to result in a
distortion of the Gospel.
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B. Changing the text - Acts 1:8.

C. How are we witnesses (when empowered by the Holy
Spirit)?

W

EVANGELISTIC BIBLE STUDY

I

GOSPEL PRESENTATION

T

TESTIMONY (EXTENDED BELIEF STATEMENTS)

N

VALUE AND BELIEF STATEMENTS

E

ACTS OF COMPASSION, LOVE, ETC.

S

LIFESTYLE OF INTEGRITY, MERCY, ETC.

S

PRESENCE

IV. THE TWO MODES OF WITNESSING
A. Witnessing with words
1. Also called proclamation evangelism, initiative
evangelism, contact evangelism, and so forth. It is
an emphasis on telling others the gospel message
through words, spoken or written, with the general
assumption that a person is capable of responding
to the gospel the first time he or she hears it.
Great emphasis is usually placed on a response of
praying to accept Christ as one's Savior, believing,
walking an aisle, and so forth.
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2. That there are people who will respond to the
gospel the first time they hear it is unquestionable,
for God has elect in all groups of people, and His
Spirit is preparing their hearts to respond to the
truth. For example, consider Jesus in John 4:7,
Peter and John in Acts 4:12, Philip in Acts 8:2939, believers in Acts 11:19-20, and Paul in Acts 928 (especially 20:18-21, 24:24, 26:1-32).
3. However, most of the fruit recorded in Acts from
this kind of approach to evangelism was with
individuals who had a background in Judaism, i.e.
Jews themselves and "God-fearers" (Gentiles who
attended the synagogue but had not converted to
Judaism). For example:
a. Acts 2:5, God-fearing Jews
b. Acts 10:2, Cornelius, "devout and God-fearing"
c. Acts 16:14, Lydia, "a worshipper of God"
4. This background or heritage could be defined as
advanced preparation of the hearers (planting and
watering) that renders the gospel message
understandable. It can be thought of as a mental
framework or worldview that gives meaning and
relevance to Biblical talk about God, religion,
morality, eternity, sin, evil, and such issues.
Individuals and people groups who lack this
background may be atheistic, agnostic, nonreligious (such as the materialist), or believe in a
non-Christian religious system. Sometimes they
are those have become secularized by rejecting
their previous culture-based religious heritage.
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5. While in the early church this background or
heritage factor was frequently the result of being a
Jew or closely associated with Judaism, in our day
it is typically a Christian religious heritage or
background.
Proclamation evangelism is most effective when
done with those who have a Judeo-Christian
heritage. This is not a claim that only those with a
Judeo-Christian heritage will respond to
proclamation or initiative methods, because other
factors are involved in everyone's conversion (see
above).
B. Witnessing with walk
1. Also called incarnational, relational, affirmation, or
friendship evangelism. This is an emphasis on
loving, serving, and modeling the Christian
message.
2. Aldrich, in his book Life-Style Evangelism, defines
evangelism as far more than proclamation of a
message. "Evangelism is a way of living beautifully
and opening one's web of relationship to include
the non-believer" (p. 28). "Evangelism is what
Christ does through the activity of His children as
they are involved in (1) proclamation, (2)
fellowship, and (3) service" (p. 29).
In his book, Gentle Persuasion, he states "As I
read the Scriptures, I'm haunted by the idea that
God is not so much asking you to tell your people
what a friend they have in Jesus, as in showing
them what a friend they have in you. Love them,
we're told. Love them until they ask us why" (pp.
7-8). "Didn't our Lord say something about loving
our neighbors? Not evangelizing them, mind you,
but loving them. In fact, nowhere in Scripture are
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WORKS CITED
Joseph Aldrich, Lifestyle Evangelism
(Oregon: Multnomah Publishers,
1999), pp. 28-29.

WORKS CITED
Joseph Aldrich, Gentle Persuasion:
Creative Ways to Introduce Your
Friends to Christ (Oregon: Multnomah
Publishers, 1988), pp. 7-8.
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we told to evangelize our neighbors" (p. 8, author's
emphasis).
3. Petersen, in his book Evangelism as a Lifestyle,
states, "It is a process of incarnating and
demonstrating the Christian message" (p. 43). In
his book, Living Proof, Petersen specifies his
belief that evangelism has two aspects:

Jim Petersen, Evangelism as a
Lifestyle (Colorado Springs: NavPress,
1980), p. 43.

a. "The proclamation of the gospel: an action
through which the non-Christian receives a
clear statement of the essential message."

WORKS CITED

b. "The affirmation of the gospel: a process of
modeling and explaining the Christian
message" (p. 14).

WORKS CITED

Jim Petersen, Living Proof: Sharing the
Gospel Naturally (Colorado Springs:
NavPress, 1989), p. 14.

4. The average Christian has regular contact with
about 80 people (Oikos, p. 34). Yet, few believers
know how to keep non-Christians in this realm and
how to turn those contacts into a basis for
evangelism. In addition, relationships are the glue
that holds a church together. Thus, the church
needs training and encouragement in witnessing
with walk.
a. Billy Graham Crusades
b. Here's Life America ("I Found It")
C. The relationship between the two modes of
witnessing
1. Given the goal of a healthy or balanced witness,
the questions to be answered are:
a. How do I determine how much of my witness
should be by words and how much by walk?
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b. Is it up to me, whatever I'm comfortable with?
c. Is there any guidance in the Bible so I can
know how to be obedient to God's will in this
area of my life?
2. The Scriptures do give us some guidance in this
area.
a. Sometimes we are commanded to witness by
proclaiming the Gospel or witnessing with
words.
b. Yet, in at least one situation, God tells
believers to remain silent and witness by walk
without words! See 1 Peter 3:1-2.
c. Paul seems to have practiced both. For
example, see 1 Thess. 1:5.
d. The Scriptures therefore set before us the
criteria of the nature of our relationship with a
person as the deciding factor in determining
how much of a healthy witness is by walk and
how much is by words.
3. In conclusion, a healthy witness is a balance of
witness by words and walk. The balance itself is
determined by the nature of our relationship with
that person. The more intense the relationship, the
more important our witness by walk becomes. The
more casual the relationship, the more important
our witness by words becomes.
The amount of heritage or Christian religious
background a person has does not affect the
nature of a healthy witness (the balance point), but
it may change the content of our words with
respect to the kind and amount of revelational
context we will have to include in our witness by
words.
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4. Some examples:

Spouse or
Parents

WALK
!

WORDS

Co-worker or
Neighbor

WALK

WORDS

Person on plane or
Random contact

WALK

University Ministry
(Campus Crusade)

WALK

Military Ministry
(Navigators)

WALK

College Ministry
(Inter-Varsity)

WALK

High School or
Youth Ministry

WALK

!
WORDS

!
WORDS

!
WORDS

!
WORDS

!
WORDS

!

V. CONCLUSION
A. Witness to all whom God gives you opportunity (Mk.
16:15; Acts 1:8).
B. Prayerfully consider with whom you will build a
personal relationship.
C. You can witness through your words at several levels
(see above).
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D. You can witness through your walk by activities such
as the following (adapted from Aldrich, Lifestyle
Evangelism, p. 220):
1. Making the first move to get to know someone.
WORKS CITED

2. Establishing a growing relationship.
3. Opening up your home for meals and shared
events.

Joseph Aldrich, Lifestyle Evangelism
(Oregon: Multnomah Publishers,
1999), p 220.

4. Discussing areas of common interest in general.
For example: profession or career, hobbies, sports
and recreation, family activities, vacations, current
news items, religious background, current
projects.
5. Finding areas of common interest that will allow
you to do things together such as:
•

Sports: tennis, golf, fishing, boating, bowling,
ice skating, rafting, racquet ball, running,
skiing, cycling, hunting, hiking, league sports,
attending an event

•

Hobbies: gardening, painting, quilt making,
auto and home repairs, woodworking, knitting,
cooking, eating special foods

•

Special events: movies, concerts, service
clubs, etc.

6. Using the holidays to get together with
unbelievers. For example, an annual Labor Day
Party.
7. Looking for times of personal need when you can
help. Be a servant.
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8. Having useful books and tapes available to lend or
give.
9. Being aware of activities that lend themselves to
presenting the Gospel. For example: home Bible
studies, business breakfasts, women's groups,
Christian movies, special seminars (Bill Gothard,
Christian Family, etc.), special film series
(Dobson); church sports leagues.
E. You can evaluate your effectiveness in reaching
others by asking yourself some questions. For
example:
1. What do you know of the person's religious
background?
2. What opportunities have you had to "plant seeds?"
What was the response to these germinal ideas?

HANDOUT
See the worksheet on Being a Witness
in the Supplemental Materials section.

3. Do you sense that they enjoy being with you?
4. What needs have you discovered which relate to
the Gospel solution?
5. What caricatures have you been able to eliminate
from their arsenal of questions and excuses?
6. What signs of openness have you detected?
a. Questions about religious things?
b. General freedom to discuss religious
concepts?
c. Openness to reading materials and other
resources?
d. Willing involvement in some Christian event?
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e. Positive seeking attitude?
7. How much of your personal testimony have you
had a chance to share?
F. Pray for opportunities to be a witness by words and
walk. Build bridges, and use them for traffic.
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Pause to Reflect
Study Questions
1.

Provide a definition of successful witnessing.

2.

According to Green, why is Friendship Evangelism often found lacking?

3.

Explain the problem with the phrase winning a soul for Christ.

4.

Explain the difference between evangelism and witness. What implication does
this hold for your life?

5.

Characterize the people within your circle of influence. Of that group, to whom
do you need to witness with your words and to whom with your walk? Name
three from each group.

6.

From the previous lists, choose one person from each (words/walk) and develop
a specific plan for ministering the Gospel to them.
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Evangelistic Follow-Up
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Lesson Overview
So you’ve made the gospel presentation – you’ve explained the essential elements of
the gospel message in a clear, relevant manner. Perhaps you’ve even shared your
evangelistic testimony. But what now? How do you follow up on your presentation?
What do you do if the person doesn’t express an interest in what you’ve shared? What if
they have further questions that you can’t answer? In this lesson you will discover the
appropriate methods of follow-up for a variety of situations. You will also learn
questions that are valuable for diagnosing or clarifying your listener’s understanding. As
you complete this lesson on “follow-up,” appreciate the role of the Holy Spirit as the One
who can do what we cannot – affect change in the heart of an unbeliever.

The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come
from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he
cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.
1 Corinthians 2:14

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson you will be able to:
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"

Describe how to follow up on someone who is not open to the gospel.

"

Describe how to follow up on someone who is open to the gospel.

"

Identify effective questions in the follow-up process.

"

Appreciate the Holy Spirit’s role in the follow-up process.

"

Apply the use of questions to your own evangelistic ministry.
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Lecture Outline
I. DETERMINE THE OPENNESS OF THE PERSON YOU
HAVE WITNESSED TO CONCERNING THE CLAIMS
OF CHRIST BY ASKING QUESTIONS. FOR
EXAMPLE:
A. Is there anything about Jesus Christ that troubles you
or that you don't understand?
B. If you felt it were possible to know God personally,
would you be interested?
C. Have you ever taken the time to honestly investigate
the claims of Jesus Christ? Would you be interested
in doing so?
D. Would you like to know more about Jesus Christ?
E. Sometimes, as a result of our religious training or
background, we may have the impression that it is
wrong to have any questions. But the only way we
can ever find answers to our questions is to ask. So,
I'd like to encourage you to take the time to ask the
questions that are bothering you and to honestly
investigate the claims of Jesus Christ. I'd love to do
anything I can to help you, but I'm not going to push.
Would you like to meet again to learn more about the
claims of Christ?
II. IF THE PERSON IS OBVIOUSLY NOT OPEN TO THE
GOSPEL OR INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE
ABOUT JESUS CHRIST, DO THE FOLLOWING:
A. Assure them of your availability to be of help in the
future, but let them know that you are not going to
pressure them.
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B. If appropriate, give them your name or phone number
and encourage them to contact you when they
become interested in knowing more about Jesus
Christ.
C. Give them something to read.
D. Pray for them.
E. Occasionally, as you see them again, ask them if they
have thought any further about your discussion or if
they have any questions. You might say:
•

Have you thought any more about our discussion
concerning Jesus Christ? Have you come to any
conclusions?

III. IF THE PERSON IS OPEN TO FURTHER DISCUSSION
CONCERNING THE CLAIMS OF CHRIST:
A. Arrange another time to meet.
B. Assume that they will want to get together; i.e., don't
be negative. For example:
1. In the middle of answering one of their questions,
give them a project to research and leave the
question unanswered.
2. When you don't know the answer, say that you
don't know but that you will look up the answer
and give it to them the next time you get together.
3. Mention that there is specific, objective evidence
for the deity of Christ, the reliability of the Bible,
the validity of conversion, etc. Most people like to
believe that they are interested in objective
evidence.
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C. Explain that you're not trying to force them to make a
decision, but you realize that any personal decision is
a result of the information a person has. To make a
decision based on ignorance results in an invalid
decision. Affirm your interest in helping them to make
a decision on the basis of facts rather than prejudgments. For example:
1. I believe that each person not only has the right to
their own opinion, but the responsibility for it. What
I would like to do is be available to you as a
resource to give you the information you need to
make an intelligent decision.
2. You may also add, I'm not here to convert you.
Obviously, I have a desire to see you become a
Christian, but if there is any converting going on
that will be between you and God. I'd just like to be
available as a resource to help you make a wise
decision.
D. Set a definite place and time to meet (the sooner the
better).
E. Suggest a project to keep them thinking. For example:
1. A question: If Jesus wasn't God, who was He?
2. Something to read: an article or a book.
3. An assignment: have them write down any
questions that come up.
IV. HANDLE YOUR SECOND MEETING AS FOLLOWS:
A. Before the appointment make the necessary
preparations.
B. Pray (2 Cor 10:4,5).
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C. If appropriate, phone to remind them.
D. Maintain rapport. See what's on their mind today.
E. Check on their project.
F. Answer any of their questions, using your previous
gospel presentation as a review, if possible.
G. Follow through on your promise to present facts.
Usually work around to the objective evidence of the
deity of Christ. For example:
1. Establish historical records as objective.
2. Give an account of the resurrection and its
implications.
3. Give several fulfilled prophecies and their
implications; do not use future prophecies.
4. Discuss the “Trilemma.” Question them on their
response in light of the fact that Jesus is God.
H. Ask them if there is a good reason why they wouldn't
like to receive Christ right now.
I. Question them to be sure they know how to become a
Christian.
J. Arrange another meeting if necessary.
K. Motivate them to continue meeting with you. For
example:
•
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The Bible explains why it is difficult for a person to
understand the things of God. I'd like to get
together with you again to show you the key to
understanding spiritual truth.
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L. Give them a reason to get together – a project,
question, reading, etc. Ask them to think through why
they are finding it difficult to know God.
M. Set a definite place and time to meet again within one
week.
V. SUGGESTIONS FOR YOUR THIRD MEETING:
A. Be friendly.
B. Answer any questions they have in the context of the
gospel, if possible.
C. Follow through on your promise to help them
understand spiritual truth.
D. Explain I Corinthians 2:9-16 and John 3:1-7. You
should study these two passages.
E. Use the marriage analogy. Marriage is a difficult
decision, but the mechanics are simple, and the
ceremony is just the beginning of the relationship.
Knowledge and intimacy come after the initial
commitment to one another. A good relationship and
finely tuned communication require time.
F. Ask if they would like to commit themselves in love to
God as a means of initiating an eternal relationship
with Him.
VI. SUGGESTIONS FOR SUBSEQUENT MEETINGS:
A. Be sensitive. Don't bore them with the gospel.
Remember, there is only so much that an
unregenerate person can understand.
B. Get them socially involved with Christians.
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C. Pray for them and continue to show interest in them.
Remember that you are to be a witness and that
witnessing requires both words and walk in a healthy
balance determined by the nature of the relationship
(review the lecture "Survey of Strategies" – lesson
eleven). In addition, be sensitive to the need for
additional Biblical context to render the gospel events,
witnesses, promises, and call meaningful and
significant.
D. If they continue to show interest, meet regularly. You
may find it helpful to:
1. Give evangelistic literature to read.
2. Ask if they have ever read the Book of John, which
is a biography of Christ.
a. Encourage them to perform an experiment by
objectively reading the Book of John and
asking the following question: Is Jesus worthy
of my trust?
b. To help answer the question, suggest that they
underline the words faith, believe, believed,
and believers, every time they see it.
c. Set up a time to meet with them in a few days
to discuss what they have read.
d. Ask if they have any further questions and if
they now believe that Jesus is worthy of their
trust.
3. Play an appropriate tape.
4. Arrange to meet with them to study the Bible with
you personally or in an evangelistic Bible study.
5. Study John 3 and explain it to them.
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6. Read and discuss Romans 3:20-4:5.
7. Take them to a Christian evangelistic meeting:
evangelistic services at a church, an evangelistic
film, a Billy Graham Crusade, an evangelistic Bible
study, or any other opportunity for them to hear
the gospel.
E. Introduce them to other Christians with whom they
could identify (people their own age, occupational
background, racial background, etc.). Many times a
person has misconceptions about what Christianity is
and as they meet vital Christians with whom they can
relate, God uses this to bring them to Christ.
F. You may want to do something socially with a person
in order to build rapport or to demonstrate to them
Christ's love.
G. Be available to meet with them as long as they are
genuinely interested in finding out about Jesus Christ.
HANDOUT
See the handouts, Questions to
Introduce the Gospel and Questions to
Clarify the Gospel in the Supplemental
Materials section.
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1.

Describe how you should respond to someone who is not open or interested in
the gospel.

2.

Explain how to respond to someone who is open and interested in learning more
about the gospel.

3.

In what ways are questions beneficial when presenting the gospel?

4.

Explain how 1 Corinthians 2:9-16 relates to evangelistic follow-up.

5.

Analyze your current follow-up practices. How has this lecture challenged your
methodology? What do you need to improve?

6.

The value of good questions cannot be overstated. Think back to the previous
lesson and the two people you singled out from within your sphere of influence.
Of all the questions provided by Dr. Green, which do you feel would be most
effective for those two people?
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Lesson Overview
There’s an old saying: “The best offense is a good defense.” This axiom often holds
true in the Christian witness as well: a thorough and respectful defense of the gospel
can open doors of witness or plant seeds of doubt in the unbeliever’s own worldview. In
this lesson you will begin a study of the use of apologetics by examining the meaning of
the term, its development through history, and the biblical basis for its use in
evangelism. Critical to the discussion are certain governing principles that must be
applied to apologetics to prevent pride and unnecessary arguments. Dr. Green opens
the lecture with a thorough review of the first half of the course. As you listen, recall
with him the basic content of the first twelve lessons and how you might apply that
content to life and ministry.

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson you will be able to:
"

Recall the basic content of the course thus far.

"

Provide a definition for the term apologetics.

"

Identify a biblical basis for the use of apologetics in evangelism.

"

Indicate important guidelines for the use of apologetics.

"

Reflect on how apologetics might have been useful in your previous evangelistic
experience.
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Lecture Outline
I. REVIEW

II. INTRODUCTION TO APOLOGETICS
A. Definition
1. The word "apologetic" comes from the Greek word
apologia meaning a verbal defense, answer, or
reply.
2. An apology is a particular defense of the Christian
faith.
3. Apologetics is the working out and presentation of
intellectual, scientific, and philosophical arguments
that may underlie an apology.
4. In the New Testament time apologia was a
technical term for a speech made in defense of an
accused person in a court of law. It thus involved:
a. An accusation
b. A defense (to demonstrate innocence)
5. The rise of the Apologists:
B. Biblical Reasons For Using Apologetics
1. We are commanded to do so.
a. 1 Peter 3:15
b. Jude 3
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2. Jesus used apologetics.
a. John 20:30-31
b. Acts 1:3
3. Application: The early Christians used apologetics.
a. John: John 20:30-31
b. Paul: Acts 17:2-4, 19-34; 18:4, 19; 19:8-10, 26;
22:1-21; 26:1-29; 28:23-24
c. Apollos: Acts 18:28
4. Colossians 2:8
C. Considerations Concerning Apologetics
1. Develop sensitivity to the person with whom you
are speaking.
2. Depend on the Holy Spirit.
3. Refer back to the Gospel and to Christ (the Gospel
is primary, apologetics are secondary).
4. Beware of pride.
5. Challenge your listener (Col. 4:6).
6. Define your terms and ask your listener to define
his/her terms.
7. Begin on common ground.
8. Never be argumentative.
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Pause to Reflect
Study Questions
1.

Explain the meaning of the term apologetics.

2.

Identify a biblical basis for the use of apologetics in evangelism.

3.

What limits does 1 Peter 3:15 put on the use of apologetics?

4.

In your opinion, what are some potentials dangers in using apologetics in
evangelism?

5.

Reflect on Dr. Green’s review of the first twelve lessons. What three things have
been most beneficial to your study thus far?

6.

From your own experience, list three common objections to the gospel that are
raised by unbelievers.
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Lesson Fourteen
The Use of Apologetics
in Evangelistic Ministry
(Part Two)
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Prepare to Discover
Lesson Overview
How do we know that God really exists? Can we believe in miracles? Why would a
loving God allow such evil in the world? Most of us face challenging questions like these
while talking with unbelievers. In this lesson you will discover how apologetics can be
used both to defend and to share the gospel. You will analyze many common
arguments against Christianity, and possible responses to those arguments. As you
study these profound issues in brief, plan time for further investigation as you seek to
minister to a postmodern society.

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson you will be able to:
"

Identify the difference between scientific and legal proof.

"

Contrast apologetics with evangelism.

"

Describe the two common schools of thought regarding the use of apologetics.

"

Discern aspects of your ministry that may benefit from apologetics.

"

Appreciate the ministry of the Holy Spirit as the One who explains the mysteries
of the gospel.
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Lecture Outline
(Continued from previous lesson)
D. Proof and Evidence, or Scientific Proof versus Legal
Proof (the problem of proving anything about a person
or event in history)
1. Scientific proof is based on showing that
something is a fact by repeating the event in the
presence of the person questioning the fact.
Example: Ivory soap

2. Legal proof is based on showing that something is
a fact beyond a reasonable doubt.
a. The judge or jury reaches a verdict (i.e. a
conclusion) on the basis of the weight of the
evidence; that is, there is no reasonable basis
for doubting the decision.
b. The verdict is: "This is probably what
happened, but we can't know for sure (in an
empirical sense) because we can't repeat the
past event."
Example: Car accident

c. Evidence that can be considered includes:
1) Eye-witness testimony, oral or written
2) Physical things, called exhibits, that are
thought to have been involved with the
event in question
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3. Conclusion: The scientific method can only be
used to prove repeatable things, but is not
adequate for proving or disproving anything about
a person or event in history.
4. Verdicts to questions of history can only be
reached using the legal proof method.
a. Therefore, we must examine the evidence
which history provides for us.

b. History is a written record of the testimony of
eyewitnesses. Written testimonies of
eyewitnesses are assumed to be true unless it
can be shown that the writers had a motive to
lie or that their statements are in conflict with
other reliable sources of evidence.

II. APOLOGETICS AND EVANGELISM
A. Comparison of Apologetics and Evangelism

APOLOGETICS
OCCASION

When faith is challenged

Anytime

CONTENT

Christian doctrines plus other
evidence

The Gospel

METHOD

Defense

Proclamation

" Vindication
" Correction of misunderstandings
" Basis for future contact

Trust in Jesus Christ as
personal Savior

GOAL
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EVANGELISM
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B. Schools of Apologetics
1.

2.

C. Value of Apologetics to Evangelism
1. Open an audience to consideration of the gospel
message.

2. Provide evidence for the truths of the gospel
message and non-truth of other religions and
philosophical systems.

3. Encourage believers in their faith and thus
encourage them to share it.

III. SUGGESTIONS FOR USING APOLOGETICS
A. To Build Believers
1. A required unit on basic apologetic issues in
Sunday School for high school seniors

2. Adult Sunday School electives every other year

3. A series of apologetic sermons
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4. A special Easter sermon on the evidences for the
resurrection.

5. Have an apologist as a retreat speaker.

6. Purchase books and tapes for the church library.

7. Incorporate some apologetics into your new
believers and new members classes.

B. For Evangelism
1. Train your lay witness group to answer the major
apologetic questions asked in your area.

2. Use reprinted articles (secure copyright
permission).
3. Preach an apologetic sermon when non-Christians
are likely to attend your church (Easter, Christmas,
etc.).
4. Have apologetic books and tapes available for
loan or give them away. Make these available to
your church members.
5. If you broadcast on a non-Christian radio station,
consider a series on apologetics.
6. If your church advertises or runs a newspaper
column, consider an apologetic series.
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IV. COMMON APOLOGETIC QUESTIONS
Those involved in evangelism quickly learn that a few
questions come up so frequently that their answers should
be learned. While educational, social, and regional factors
may modify these questions, they are amazingly common.
The following list is from a very helpful book by Kenneth Boa
and Larry Moody, I'm Glad You Asked.
A. Is There Really a God?
1. Can you actually prove that God exists?

WORKS CITED
Kenneth Boa and Larry Moody, I’m
Glad You Asked (Wheaton: Chariot
Victor Books, 1995).

2. Since God's existence cannot be proved, isn't
agnosticism the most reasonable position?

3. Hasn't science demonstrated that the idea of a
God is unnecessary?

4. Why postulate a God when evolution explains the
origin of life and man?

B. Why Believe In Miracles?
1. How can a rational person today accept the stories
of miracles in the Bible?
2. Aren't miracles contrary to the laws of modern
science?
3. There is no historical basis for the miracles in the
Bible – aren't they simply myths and legends
designed to create religious faith?
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4. If there were miracles then, why doesn't God
perform miracles today?
C. Isn't Christianity Just a Psychological Crutch?
1. Isn't Christianity, like all religions, just a crutch for
emotionally weak people?

2. Don't people just create God in order to cope with
the future?

3. Why should it matter what you believe as long as
you have a sincere faith?

4. If you were raised to believe in God, can you ever
deny that preconditioning?

5. What if I don't need religion?

D. How Accurate Is The Bible?
1. Isn't the Bible full of contradictions and errors?

2. The Bible has been copied and translated so
many times – hasn't this process led to errors?

3. How can you be sure that the Bible is the same
now as when it was written?
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4. Didn't the Church arbitrarily decide which books
should be included in the Bible and which books
should be rejected?

5. So many people have different interpretations of
the Bible – what makes you think that yours is
correct?

6. How can you place your faith in a book that
condones genocide and slavery?

7. Doesn't the Bible make a number of claims that
are scientifically inaccurate?

E. Why Do The Innocent Suffer?
1. If God is all-good and all-powerful, why did He
make a world with so much suffering?

2. Why do innocent people suffer from things like
disease and natural disaster?

3. If God is so good, loving, and powerful, why
doesn't He put an end to suffering now?

4. How could a loving God send people to hell?

5. Did God create evil?
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6. If God knew man would sin and bring evil into this
world, why did He bother to create him in the first
place?

F. Is Christ The Only Way To God?
1. Isn't Christianity too narrow?

2. Since all religions are basically the same, does it
matter what you believe?

3. Isn't the choice of which religion you take just a
matter of personal preference?
4. An estimated 75 percent of the world are not
Christians – can they all be wrong?
5. Christ can be the only way to God for you, but how
can you claim that He is the only way for
everybody?
G. Will God Judge Those Who Never Heard About
Christ?
1. Would God condemn an innocent heathen simply
because he never heard about Christ?
2. What about religious people who don't know about
Christ and call their god by a different name?
3. What happened to people before the coming of
Christ?

168

© 2003 by The Institute of Theological Studies™
Evangelism in the Local Church ! ITS Learning Guide

Plan to Listen
4. What about infants and people who are mentally
incapable of understanding the Gospel?

H. If Christianity Is True, Why Are There So Many
Hypocrites?
1. Too many Christians I know are phonies. If that's
what Christianity is all about, why should I become
a Christian?

2. If Christians are really concerned about others,
why don't they show it?

3. Some non-Christians seem to live better lives than
a lot of people who go to church – doesn't this
show that Christianity isn't all it claims to be?

4. How can people who profess to be Christians still
be full of racial hatred, materialism, and social
insensitivity?

5. Many churchgoers seem to have holier-than-thou
attitudes. Why should I join the ranks of the selfrighteous?

I. What About Good Works?

1. If people try their very best, won't God let them
into heaven?
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2. I know many non-Christians who are far better
people than most of the Christians I've met. Would
God really refuse them?

3. Doesn't God require me only to be better than the
average human?

4. Don't I have to have faith in Christ and live a good
life if I want to go to heaven?

J. Isn't Salvation By Faith Too Simple?
1. Isn't just believing too easy?

2. You don't get something for nothing. Why should it
be any different with salvation?

3. Doesn't the Bible say, "God helps those who help
themselves?"

4. What happens to the incentive for being good?

5. Why would anyone appreciate salvation if it were
free?

K. What Does the Bible Mean By Believe?
1. How much faith do you have to have?

2. Doesn't everyone believe in Christ and His
existence?
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3. What if I want to believe but still have doubts?

4. Don't you have to stop sinning to believe in Christ?

L. Can Anyone Be Sure Of Salvation?
1. Can't a Christian simply stop believing in Christ?

2. Aren't there certain sins that could cause a person
to lose their salvation?

3. Will God let someone into heaven who claims to
believe in Jesus but lives an immoral life?

4. Salvation is received by faith, but doesn't a person
need to maintain it?

5. Don't some verses teach that a Christian can "fall
from grace"?

V. ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS
A. Have three answers.
1. Short: 20-30 seconds, one minute maximum

2. Brief: 2-3 minutes, ten minutes maximum

3. Full: 20-30 minutes, one hour maximum
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B. Resources (A very selected bibliography)
1. Short answer
McDowell, Josh and Stewart, Don. Answers to
Tough Questions Skeptics Ask About the Christian
Faith. San Bernardino: Here's Life Publishers, Inc.,
1980, 198 pages.
2. Brief answer
Little, Paul E. Know Why You Believe. Chicago:
Inter-Varsity Press, 1967, 110 pages.
3. Full answer
Boa, Kenneth and Moody, Larry. I'm Glad You
Asked. Wheaton: Victor Books, 1982, 228 pages.
4. Also consider books by C.S. Lewis, The Christian
Free University Curriculum (Probe Ministry series),
Josh McDowell's Evidence That Demands A
Verdict (2 vols.) and More Than A Carpenter,
Gordon Lewis Judge For Yourself, and others that
you can find in any good Christian bookstore.
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Pause to Reflect
Study Questions
1.

Give an example of a scientific proof.

2.

Give an example of a legal proof.

3.

Contrast the occasion, content, method, and goal of apologetics with those of
evangelism.

4.

Describe the two schools of apologetics (evidentialists vs. presuppositionalist) –
how do they differ?

5.

Reflect on your view of the role of apologetics in evangelism. With which
“school” do you sympathize? Explain your reasoning.

6.

Consider your local ministry setting: what are three ways you can use
apologetics in your ministry?
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Lesson Overview
This lesson concludes Dr. Green’s discussion on the use of apologetics in evangelism.
He begins with a helpful introduction to worldview: the essential questions of life that
reveal what we believe and how we live. He then examines resources that can help us
better understand “problem” areas that often arise in a gospel presentation – such as
the relativity of truth and the historical Jesus. As you finish your study on apologetics,
thank God for the gift of the Spirit – the only One who can affect change in the heart of
an unbeliever.

While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly
distressed to see that the city was full of idols. So he reasoned in
the synagogue with the Jews and the God-fearing Greeks, as
well as in the marketplace day by day with those who happened
to be there.
Acts 17:16-17

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson you will be able to:
"

Understand Biblical support for using apologetics in evangelism.

"

Identify five key worldview questions.

"

Know how to respond to those who claim truth is relative.

"

Reconcile the use of apologetics in evangelism with the doctrine of God’s
sovereignty.

"
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Contemplate your own dependence on the Holy Spirit’s work in evangelism.
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Lecture Outline
I. UNDERSTANDING WORLDVIEW
A. The importance of worldview
WORKS CITED

B. The questions of worldview (Sire)
1. What is real?

James W. Sire, The Universe Next
Door, 3rd ed (Downers Grove:
InterVarsity Press, 1997).

2. Who is man?

3. What happens to mankind at death?

4. What is the basis of morality?

5. What is the meaning of human history?

II. HELPFUL MATERIALS
A. Seven World Views (Geisler)

HANDOUT
You can find the handouts referenced
in the lecture in the Supplemental
Materials section.

B. Is Truth Relative? (Slinger)

C. The Relativistic Bog (Heth)

D. Turning the Tables

E. Who is Jesus of Nazareth?
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Study Questions
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1.

What are the five questions that Sire suggests a worldview must answer?

2.

Define worldview in your own words. What effect does it have on how we live?

3.

You’re having lunch with an unsaved friend from work, finally able to present the
gospel in a relaxed environment. After your presentation he quips, “That’s fine for
you, but I choose to find God in a different way.” Summarize your response to
your friend’s view of truth.

4.

There is a silent tension in using apologetics in evangelism and still maintaining a
strong view in the sovereignty and grace of God in regeneration. Now that you’ve
studied apologetics in-depth, how would you attempt to reconcile this tension?
Can there be a both/and?

5.

Specifically, how do you depend on the regenerating ministry of the Holy Spirit in
your evangelistic ministry?
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Lesson Overview
Suppose that God, to the praise of His grace, allows a soul to be saved through your
evangelistic ministry. What now? What is your responsibility? What is the Church’s
responsibility? What is God’s responsibility? These are important considerations in postconversion follow-up, the topic of this lesson. You will learn the answers to these and
many other crucial questions as you study the biblical process of nurturing new
believers in their walk with God. As you listen to the lecture, consider to what extent you
are willing to sacrifice yourself for the sake of young Christians.

Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three
thousand were added to their number that day. They devoted
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer.
Acts 2:41-42

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson you will be able to:
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"

Give an accurate definition of evangelistic follow-up.

"

Recognize the biblical barriers to effective follow-up.

"

Consider social aspects of effective follow-up.

"

Recall the effectiveness of discipleship in your previous ministries.

"

Evaluate your current ministry for appropriate discipleship content.

© 2003 by The Institute of Theological Studies™
Evangelism in the Local Church ! ITS Learning Guide

Plan to Listen
Lecture Outline
I. INTRODUCTION
A. The Importance of Follow-Up
1. The Great Commission (Mt. 28:18-20) requires
that we be involved in follow-up of new believers,
for we are to teach them to observe all that Christ
taught His disciples.

2. Gary Kuhne in The Dynamics of Personal FollowUp states that in one church over a ten year period
1/6 (100 out of 600) of those who indicated a
decision for Christ moved from that point to church
membership.

3. After being trained in follow-up and implementing
a follow-up plan, that same church saw a complete
reversal as 5/6 of the indicated decisions moved to
church membership!

B. Definition
1. Follow-up is the process of establishing a believer
in the faith.

2. Note that it is a process, not a one-time event.

3. Note that the believer may or may not be a new
believer.
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II. BARRIERS TO EFFECTIVE FOLLOW-UP
A. Biblical Factors to Constantly Consider
1. The Sovereignty of God
God is uniquely at work in each individual (Phil.
2:13). Since all believers are His children, we must
be sensitive and responsive to how He wishes to
work in the life of the believer (Rm. 8:28-30).
Although He has been pleased to use humans, we
dare not cease to rely on the Holy Spirit to
produce genuine spiritual growth. What this means
is that sometimes He will allow things to happen to
a young believer that we would never allow, and
may not understand.

2. The Church
God has chosen to use the Church in this age.
This means that effective follow-up cannot be
done by one individual acting alone, because no
one believer has all the spiritual gifts which are
necessary to bring each believer to maturity. The
whole body of Christ should be involved in the
follow-up of a believer.

3. The responsiveness of the individual
The individual being followed up retains free will.
Some of those we lead to Christ fail to become
fruitful disciples. All exhibit different degrees of
growth. This does not excuse us from exerting
every effort to ground everyone in the faith, but we
must recognize that people respond differently
when exposed to the Word of God (Mk 4:3-20).
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B. Social Factors to Consider Constantly
1. A commitment to building a relationship
a. Importance: By far the most effective form of
follow-up is personal one-on-one work. When a
mature believer assumes a personal
relationship with an immature believer to aid
him in growth, the results are often
spectacular. Personal follow-up is more the
communication of a life than of information.
You can have a relationship with someone and
not disciple them, but you can't disciple people
without having a relationship with them.

b. Time: Patience and perseverance are required.
It takes time to build a quality relationship. In
personal follow-up, availability is more
important than ability. It takes time to discern
their attitudes when they sin, and to become a
close enough friend that you can reprove and
rebuke when necessary. It takes time spent
observing you in everyday activities for them to
understand what you mean by the spiritual life.

c. Content: Teaching and training are required.
The importance of association, of spending
quality time together, is not diminished by the
crucial role that content plays. Many believers
shy away from follow-up because they do not
know what to say. In addition, it takes
commitment to find or develop the resources
needed by a believer.
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2. The background of the person you are following
up.
a. Because of cultural, religious, or other habits,
the person you are following up may not
always respond as you want.

b. For example, a former Roman Catholic will
frequently begin to attend the Catholic Church
after conversion even though you want to take
them to your church.

III. CONTENT OF PERSONAL FOLLOW-UP
A. Goals: Kuhne's thinking reflects six goals:
1. Assurance of salvation and standing in Christ

WORKS CITED
Gary W. Kuhne, The Dynamics of
Personal Follow-Up (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan Publishing House, 1976),
pp. 73-87.

2. Consistency in the fundamentals of the Christian
life, including devotional life, fellowship, church
involvement, Bible memorization, and evangelism

3. Stability in basic doctrine, through group and
personal teaching of the Word of God

4. Developing Christlikeness

5. Independent application of the Word of God, i.e.
independent of you and dependent on God
6. Reproduction of the previous goals in the lives of
others
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B. To achieve these goals requires three steps:
1. Defining content: What to teach

2. Developing curriculum: How to teach it

3. Scheduling instruction: When to teach it

C. Areas for training: Kuhne suggests that the content is
best divided into three categories:
1. Devotional: Those things necessary for the growth
and development of Christlikeness

2. Doctrinal: Those things a believer should know
(biblical, doctrinal, and related knowledge)

3. Discipleship: Christian service in the areas of
witnessing, teaching, and follow-up in a new
believer's life

D. Devotional area:
1. SALVATION: Review the gospel often the first few
weeks. Don't go on until you are sure that they
have become a Christian.

2. ASSURANCE OF SALVATION

3. DEVOTIONS
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4. PRAYER: What it is, why it is needed, and how to
do it. See Mark 1:35, Luke 5:16, Matt. 14:23
5. MEMORIZING SCRIPTURE: Ps. 119:11 –
Develops discipline in the new believer as well as
increases his confidence in the Word of God
6. BIBLE STUDY METHODS: More than just
devotional study of the Word is needed. Inductive
Bible study skills will enable the believer to grow
more independent of you and more systematic in
his knowledge of the Bible.
7. CONFESSION OF SIN: What to do with sin in his
life. The truths of 1 Jn., Ps. 32, and Ps. 38 must be
clearly communicated to the new believer.

8. DEALING WITH TEMPTATIONS: The other side
of point 7, above
9. SPIRIT-FILLED LIFE: Christ lives His life in and
through us in the power of the Holy Spirit - but
how?
10. OBEDIENCE: Obedience and discipline play a
large part in developing godliness in a person's
life.
11. GOD'S DISCIPLINE: (Heb. 12) It is important for a
new Christians to realize that since they are God's
children and God loves them, they will be
disciplined to help them grow in Christ. The new
believer should be cautioned about rebelling
against God's discipline.
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12. DEVELOPING GODLY HABITS OF LIVING: The
need for righteousness. Eph. 4:20-22.

13. KNOWING GOD'S WILL: The need to understand
God's guidance in one's life

14. STEWARDSHIP: Of possessions, talents, time
and life

15. CHURCH INVOLVEMENT: Its role in growth and
the importance of association with a local church

E. Doctrinal area: While the most effective way to impart
the knowledge covered under the curriculum of the
devotional area is personal instruction, the same is
not true for the doctrinal area. Experience
demonstrates that doctrine is best taught in a groupteaching context. This is because the nature of
communicating doctrine/lecture is better than
dialogue, and because to effectively teach doctrine
you need to know far more than you teach. Thus,
many lay people are not qualified to teach doctrine.
1. DOCTRINE: This refers to the new believer's need
for a basic level of systematized doctrinal
knowledge. While there are many doctrines to
learn, perhaps those most likely to come up as a
cult perversion or to be misunderstood should be
dealt with first. These would include:
a. The Trinity: definition, defense of, illustrations
of, and importance of
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b. Deity of Christ: God-man concept, Scriptural
basis, and importance for the atonement

c. Salvation: atonement, repentance, saving faith,
justification, and salvation by grace alone

d. Sanctification: The dynamics of growth i.e.,
Christ

e. Satan/Demons: The Biblical teaching, a
healthy perspective on the occult and demons,
believer's victory over Satan

f. Church: The diversity of teaching on the
Church, its history, purpose, policies, and end

2. SYSTEMATIZED BIBLE KNOWLEDGE: The
content of the Word of God needs to be
understood in a systematic way. This includes the
names of the books of the Bible in order, their
themes, authorship and background, etc.

3. APOLOGETICS: Making a defense of the
Christian faith. In our day this should include:
a. Inspiration of Scripture

b. Evidence for the resurrection

c. Errors of the cults
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d. Errors of other faiths

e. Philosophy and faith

f. Science and the Bible

4. COUNSELING: How to use the Word of God to
solve the problems of life, both for the new
Christian and when he helps others. These should
include anger, worry, depression, jealousy,
thought life, moral problems, etc.

F. Discipleship area: This area covers what you need to
do to insure a multiplication of your training.

1. KNOWLEDGE OF HOW TO SHARE THE FAITH:
Not just that he should, but how –this may be done
personally or through a special training seminar.

2. DEVELOPING AN EVANGELISTIC TESTIMONY:
A thoughtful presentation how Christ changes lives

3. FOLLOW-UP TRAINING: How he can follow up
those he leads to Christ

4. BIBLICAL COUNSELING: Through your work with
him and personal readings, he should be trained
to help others deal Biblically with the problems of
life.
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5. WORKING KNOWLEDGE OF APOLOGETICS

6. TIME MANAGEMENT: How to determine his
priorities and schedule his time effectively
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Study Questions
1.

State Green’s definition of follow-up.

2.

Explain how the doctrine of God’s sovereignty factors into the follow-up process.

3.

What does Green mean when he postulates that the Church herself is often a
barrier to effective follow-up?

4.

What is your opinion of Green’s statement: “You can have a relationship without
discipleship, but you cannot have discipleship without relationship”?

5.

Reflect on your discipleship history. Can you name a person with whom you have
invested considerable one-on-one time in order to build him/her up in the faith?
What was the result?

6.

Using Kuhne’s three-level paradigm, which area of follow-up (devotion, doctrine,
and discipleship) does your local ministry most need to bolster?
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Lesson Seventeen
Post-Conversion Follow-Up
(Part Two)
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Prepare to Discover
Lesson Overview
Education is an essential part of following up on a new convert. New believers often
have plenty of passion, but without knowledge of how their new life should work they
can quickly lose that fire. In this lesson, Dr. Green provides valuable suggestions for
both the means and content of educating new believers. He discusses various platforms
for providing meaningful follow-up, along with practical ways to teach believers the
essentials of the faith.

And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many
witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to
teach others.
2 Timothy 2:2

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson you will be able to:
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"

Identify practical methods for communicating the content of follow-up.

"

Articulate the implications of Mark 4:1-20 for evangelistic follow-up.

"

Recognize the advantages to both group and one-on-one instruction.

"

Reflect on which follow-up methods have worked well in your previous ministry.

"

Consider additional ways to instruct new believers in the faith.
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Lecture Outline
(Continued from previous lesson)
IV.

COMMUNICATING THE CONTENT OF PERSONAL
FOLLOW-UP
A. Methods

1. By personal appointments

2. By involvement in small groups, home studies,
Sunday school class, and other small groups

3. By retreats, conferences, and institutes

4. By correspondence

5. By tapes and CDs

6. By selected books and articles

7. Oftentimes the existing structures around you can
be adapted to meet the needs of those you are
following up. With a genuine desire to be helpful
and a honest concern for a new believer, the “how
to do it” will be worked out.

© 2003 by The Institute of Theological Studies™
Evangelism in the Local Church ! ITS Learning Guide

195

Plan to Listen
B. Sample Division of Instruction
1. Personal study
a. Apologetics

b. Bible study

c. Scripture memorization

2. Group teaching
a. Doctrine

b. Bible teaching

c. Counseling

d. Missions

3. One to one
a. Devotional topics

b. Evangelism and outreach training

c. Testimony

HANDOUT
See the handout, “What’s Growing in
Your Life?” in the Supplemental
Materials section.

IV. ILLUSTRATION: WHAT’S GROWING IN YOUR LIFE?
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Pause to Reflect
Study Questions
1.

Describe the advantages of using retreats/conferences for evangelistic follow-up.

2.

Explain Green’s defense of the style of earlier versions of follow-up material
(InterVarsity, et al).

3.

According to Green, “Follow-up is more than transferring spiritual truth.” What
else is it? What does he mean?

4.

Write a paragraph that details the significance of Mark 4:1-20 for post-conversion
follow-up.

5.

Evaluate your own life in light of Mark 4. Which soil are you?

6.

Consider Dr. Green’s discussion on how traditional meeting times can limit the
impact on young believers. In your current local church, what are two schedule
changes you might make to increase meaningful participation?
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Discipleship
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Prepare to Discover
Lesson Overview
It’s been called the Great Commission: Christ’s charge to His followers that they too
“make disciples” of all nations. We’ve focused on the how’s and why’s of discipleship,
but we have yet to ask, “What is a disciple?” What is it that Jesus expects us to be?
What do we expect from new believers when we “disciple” them? In this lesson, Dr.
Green discusses the important, but often nebulous, concept of discipleship. He begins
by identifying problems in the way the term is typically defined and then sets forth a
Biblical working model of discipleship. As you engage yourself in this discussion,
evaluate your own life as a disciple of Jesus.

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
Matthew 28:19-20

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson you will be able to:
"

Identify problems in many common definitions of discipleship.

"

Distinguish between disciples who are curious, convinced, or committed.

"

Recognize the difficulties in such categorical distinctions.

"

Understand the implications of Green’s definition of discipleship for church
programs.

"
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Contemplate which way your “discipleship arrow” is pointed.
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Lecture Outline
I. INTRODUCTION
A. A popular term used by both church and parachurch
ministries is discipleship. Some who would write
discipleship off as merely “an ambiguous term” or “a
synonym for believer” often distress those involved in
discipleship ministries. *
B. Who is a disciple? This fundamental question of
definition yields a multitude of answers if one reads
even a few of the current crop of books and articles
on discipleship. A typical definition of discipleship will
list several requirements to be met if one is to be
considered a disciple. These requirements may be
attitudes or actions, beliefs or behaviors, or both.
However, this approach has at least two major
difficulties.

* NOTE *
This objection is often based on the
usage of (disciple) in Acts as a
synonym for believer. However, what
kind of believers do we read of in Acts?
Certainly they had difficulties, but they
were a group of believers alive and
zealous for their new faith that "upset
the world" (Acts 17:16), literally, turned
it upside down! Even a casual reading
of Acts will show that the believers
described in it fulfill the requirements
set forth for a disciple which are
developed in this article.

1. First, why do the definitions various authors
propose list different requirements? Does this lack
of consensus definition indicate anything? How
can a person be sure that he is using the right
definition?
2. Second, what is the state of a person who has
mastered the requirements of a particular
definition? What does discipleship mean to such a
person? What comes next?
II. TYPES OF DISCIPLES
A. The initial step in answering this question of definition
is to observe what types, classes, or categories of
people are referred to as disciples in the New
Testament. Then, from this data we can attempt an
encompassing and unifying definition.
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B. First, the Gospels distinguish Jesus' disciples from the
multitudes. For example, Matthew 14:15, "And when it
was evening, the disciples came to Him, saying, 'The
place is desolate, and the time is already past; so
send the multitudes away, that they may go into the
villages and buy food for themselves.'" Further
examples can be found in all four gospels (as will be
the case for the following also), e.g. Matthew 5:1;
Mark 3:7, 8:34; Luke 6:17, 7:11; John 6:3,5.
Therefore, a disciple is someone who has stepped out
from the multitudes.
C. Second, those who have stepped out from the
multitudes can be classified into at least three
discernable types (or classes or categories).
1. First are those who are still unbelievers. They
show little faith or commitment, yet are interested.
For example, in John 2:2 we read that Jesus and
His disciples were invited to the wedding in Cana.
But in verse 11 we read that "This beginning of
His signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and
manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in
Him" (cf. Matthew 5:1; Mark 4:41; Luke 8:25). Of
course, the most famous of all unbelieving
disciples is Judas (John 12:4).
2. Second are those who believe but who lack a
deep commitment. They have stepped out of the
multitude and are following Jesus not merely out
of interest or curiosity, but out of belief or
conviction. For example, Mark 8:28,29 where
Peter confesses, "You are the Christ" (cf. Matthew
8:21; Luke 9:18; John 6:66).
3. Third are those disciples who follow Jesus not only
because of interest and faith, but also out of
commitment. For example, John 11:16 "Thomas
therefore, who is called Didymus, said to his fellow
disciples, 'Let us also go, that we may die with
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Him'" (cf. Matthew 26:35; Mark 10:28; Luke
14:26,27). This type of disciple is a true or genuine
disciple, a disciple indeed (John 8:35), who is
known for his love (John 13:35), and who bears
fruit (John 15:9).
D. Thus, the Gospels present a spectrum of individuals
who can legitimately be called disciples. This
spectrum can be diagrammed as follows.

MULTITUDES

CURIOUS

CONVINCED

1. Between the multitudes and the curious is a
crossing point, threshold, or transition of interest,
which must be crossed if one is to become a
disciple.
2. Between the curious and convinced is a transition
of trusting, which must be crossed if one who has
begun to follow is to continue to follow.

COMMITTED

WORKS CITED
Thanks to Dr. J.D. Pentecost for the
titles of these three categories. See
Design For Discipleship (Grand
Rapids: Kregel Publications, 1996), pp.
14-17.

3. Between the convinced and the committed is a
transition of obeying or submitting, which must be
crossed if one is to continue to follow.
4. Each transition is ongoing in some sense. That is,
there is not only a decision to be interested in
Christ, but also an ongoing interest if one is to
continue to be a disciple. Likewise there is not only
a decision to trust or believe, but also an ongoing
trust that is characteristic of a disciple. So it is also
with obedience. There is not only a decision at
some point that the disciple will obey God ("count
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the cost," "take up his cross"), but also an ongoing
obedience or submission to the King. And of
course, each of these may at times be seen in a
developing sense in a disciple prior to his or her
crossing that threshold. *
5. Each of these types of disciples has a
characteristic perspective of Jesus. The interested
or curious see Jesus as a philosopher or a teacher
worth hearing. This corresponds to His ministry as
a prophet. The believing or convinced see Jesus
as a savior or redeemer. This corresponds to His
ministry as a priest. The obeying or committed see
Jesus as a lord or master. This corresponds to His
ministry as king.
E. These further observations are now included on the
diagram:
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CONVINCED

* NOTE *
Crossing this threshold may be quick
or gradual. The transition is definitely
not the disciple's only time of
interaction with the interest, faith, or
commitment. Each has a significant
ongoing aspect and is not a one-time
event. We have used the terms
threshold, transition, and crossing point
because a person who before was not
concerned with something now is.
There was a change somewhere and
although it may have been rapid or
gradual, it did happen.

MULTITUDES

CURIOUS

COMMITTED

PERSPECTIVE OF
JESUS

Philosopher
Good Man

Savior
Redeemer

Lord
Master

MINISTRY OF
JESUS

Prophet

Priest

King

TRANSITION
QUESTION

Who is
Jesus?

Do I accept
who He is?
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III. PROBLEMS WITH THESE CATEGORIES
A. What then makes one a disciple? Clearly, not just
anyone (i.e. the multitudes) is a disciple. Yet, beyond
this how can a disciple be described? As has been
shown, he/she may be an unbeliever or a believer,
uncommitted or committed. Indeed, a disciple may be
one in secret (e.g., Joseph of Arimathea – John
19:39) or even deny that he is one (e.g., Peter – John
18:25). To further complicate the defining process, the
gospels provide us with examples of people who are
not disciples yet who may be described as:
1. Interested or curious (e.g. Mt. 14:13, multitudes;
Luke 9:9, Herod; John 6:2, multitudes; John 12:2021, Greeks).
2. Believing or convinced (e.g. Mark 5:34,
hemorrhaging woman; John 2:23, many people).
3. Obedient or committed (e.g. Luke 8:30,32,
demons; Luke 17:14, ten lepers who obeyed
before being healed).
B. Not only can the three descriptive terms be applied to
non-disciples, but the three perspectives or
understandings of the ministry of Jesus can also
characterize those who are not disciples. Nondisciples can be found in the gospels who understand
Jesus to be:
1. A prophet (e.g. John 6:14, 7:40, the multitudes)
2. One who functions as a priest by forgiving sins
(e.g. Luke 5:20, the paralytic; Luke 7:36-50, the
sinful women; John 11:49-52, an unknowing
Caiaphas)
3. Lord (Luke 5:12, a leper)
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4. The Christ (Luke 4:41, demons; John 7:41, the
multitudes; John 19:19, Pilate)
5. King (John 6:15, the multitudes)
IV. A DEFINITION
A. What can be said? Is it possible to define a disciple?
These observations indicate that a definition of
"disciple" is not to be found in compiling a list of
activities that characterize a disciple (even in such
general terms as curious, convinced, committed, or in
terms of Scripture memory, evangelism, Bible study,
social actions, simple lifestyle, etc.). Nor is it to be
found in a doctrinal formulation (even of Christology,
or of a creed).
B. Given the broad spectrum of individuals who can be
called disciples, and the inadequacy of beliefs to
define a disciple, how then can we define a disciple?
One factor is crucial. There is a call from Jesus and a
right response to it. What this call involves will be
different at different times in a disciple's life. This is
where many popular definitions of discipleship fit. By
assuming an audience and then seeking to describe
what the call of Jesus would be for an audience at a
particular point on the spectrum, a listing of activities
for the person to do is produced. This can be very
beneficial, as "a right response to the call of Jesus" is
somewhat nebulous. Such definitions can make being
a disciple highly relevant. However, somewhere in the
process it should be made clear that the definition is a
description of a point on a spectrum. This should be
done so that in a few years the disciple is not merely
marking time or going in circles attempting to hold to
an understanding of discipleship that no longer
accurately describes what his response to the call of
Jesus upon his life should be. For discipleship is not a
point on the spectrum, but a moving arrow on it, a
direction of life.
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C. There is no antonym for (disciple). Each of us is
always a disciple of someone or something. There is
no option of not following, only of whom or what will
we follow and how closely we will follow.
V. AN ILLUSTRATION
As a boy, I spent much time in the woodlands of upstate
New York. After a few hours of hiking, my father would often
say, "Mike, lead us straight out to the car." I would then
attempt to go straight out, but not as a surveyor would define
straight, for there would be boulders and thorn patches to go
around, ravines to cross, and the like. The danger of making
discipleship equal to a list of things to do is that it can lead
us to see discipleship as a surveyor's straight line instead of
the circumstantially affected path of life that we actually live.
If following meant always doing the same thing, my father
and I would still be in the woods, for sometimes we walked,
sometimes we scrambled up a ravine using feet, hands,
branches, and anything else we could find, and sometimes
we even sat down, carefully sliding across a log over a
creek. Our understanding of and definition of discipleship
must be dynamic so that it will allow for those times when
the disciple is walking easily as well as those times when he
is scrambling just to keep going, or even sitting to keep from
falling.
VI. CONCLUSION
Discipleship is not always doing the same thing, but it is
always following. It is a dynamic direction of life. Following
has little to do with where you are. It does have much to do
with which way you are going. In the book Alice in
Wonderland, at one point Alice says to the Cheshire cat,
"Would you tell me please, which way I ought to go from
here?" "That depends a good deal on where you want to
get," said the cat. "I don't much care where," said Alice.
"Then it doesn't matter which way you go," said the cat.
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If discipleship is far more a direction than a position; if it
is more of an arrow than a point, it does matter which
way we go. Indeed, which way are you going?
VI. POSTSCRIPT
A. The absence of the term (disciple) from the epistles
has led some to dismiss the concept of discipleship
as unimportant for the church. However, the concept
of following, of becoming like Christ, of increasingly
giving a right response to the call of God does seem
to be clear in the epistles. Although it is difficult to
develop an argument from silence, two possibilities
have been suggested for why the term does not
occur.
B. First, "it was not so easy for the Greek community to
take over (disciple) in this sense because this might
give rise to the idea that Christianity was simply a
philosophical movement" (K. H. Rengstorf, "Disciple,"
TDNT, IV:459). But Acts uses (disciple) in reference
to Greek areas [e.g., 18:27 Achaia]. Thus, Rengstorf's
suggestion is doubtful.
C. A second explanation recognizes that Paul uses
(disciple) in Acts and that the Greek churches were
familiar with it. Thus, the reason for its omission is not
to be found in Greek language or culture, nor is it to
be found in Pauline theology. Rather, it is to be found
in the great source of problems in the early church –
the Judaizers. This is supported by the fact that
(disciple) was used of "rival schools of disciples
gathered around a master" (D. Muller, "Disciple",
NIDNTT I: 486). To avoid using a term that was
widely used by his opponents and which could be
used to make his supporters appear to be merely one
of many rival Jewish "schools of disciples" was good
strategy on Paul's part. He was writing to solve
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problems, not to raise up new ones. As a direct result,
he therefore had to find other terms to express the
same concept, and so today we benefit from the
richness of Paul's varied descriptions of the Christian
life.
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Pause to Reflect
Study Questions
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1.

What are the problems, according to Green, with the way disciple is commonly
defined?

2.

Distinguish between disciples who believe and disciples who follow.

3.

Identify problems in “classifying” a disciple.

4.

The New Testament uses the term disciple to describe various people groups,
including demons and unbelievers! After listening to the lecture, how would you
define the term so that it applies to dedicated followers of Christ?

5.

Interact with Green’s notion of discipleship as not being a point on the spectrum,
but an arrow pointing to a direction. If this is true, what implications does it have
for discipleship programs?
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Evangelism and the Church
(Part One)
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Prepare to Discover
Lesson Overview
How do we know if our evangelism program is working? By what criteria do we
determine whether our efforts are “successful”? Should we note the amount of converts,
or the extent of their conversion? These are important questions for the church
evangelist to consider. In this lesson you will discover the difference between qualitative
and quantitative growth, and will study the characteristics of those churches that are
experiencing both. In an effort to learn what “successful” evangelism is, you are
encouraged to evaluate your current local church ministry for its effectiveness in this
area.

The church sent them on their way, and as they traveled through
Phoenicia and Samaria, they told how the Gentiles had been
converted. This news made all the brothers very glad.
Acts 15:3

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson you will be able to:
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"

Explain the difference between witness and evangelism.

"

Identify criteria for evaluating church evangelism.

"

Contrast structural evangelism with systemic evangelism.

"

Evaluate your current local church for its ability to sustain both qualitative and
quantitative growth.
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Lecture Outline
I. EVANGELISM, DISCIPLESHIP, AND CHURCH
GROWTH
A. Evangelism And The Early Church (Acts 2:41-47)
1. Evangelism
2. Baptism
3. Continual devotion to:
4. Evangelism
5. POINT:
B. What Kind of Growth Do We Want?
1. Quantitative
2. Qualitative
3. What are the characteristics of churches seeing
both quantitative and qualitative growth?
a. Prayer
b. Witnessing (at many levels)
c. Expectation of conversions
d. Joyful atmosphere
e. Teaching of Scripture
f. Well-prepared Biblical preaching
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g. Extensive involvement in missions
h. Warm church family life
i. Gracious leadership
j. Above all, love
C. Suggested Criteria For Evaluating Evangelism In The
Church
1. Qualitative: Has the evangelism effort brought
renewal, revitalization, and a new working of the
Holy Spirit into the church?
2. Quantitative: Has the evangelism effort added new
converts to the local church?
3. Durative: Has the evangelism effort resulted in an
on-going ministry or was it merely a 'happening'?
II. PRACTICING EVANGELISM IN THE CHURCH:
STRUCTURAL AND SYSTEMIC APPROACHES
A. Typical demographics for a church and evangelism
Problem: How do I get the rest of my church involved in
evangelism?
Solution: Recall the following from earlier lectures.
1. Success in evangelism:
2. Witness and evangelism:
3. The balance between witnessing with words and
with walk:
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B. Educational Ministries and Evangelism
1. Sunday School [See "Evangelism of Children" by
Edward L. Hayes, Bib Sac, 132:527 (July-Sept.,
1975) 250-264]
2. Vacation Bible School
a. Consider a community Fun Night in the Park as
an alternative way to have VBS, using the town
park as a site, or several neighborhood parks.
b. Benefits of this approach to VBS are:
1) Better fit for the busy schedules of working
moms
2) Positive community recognition
3) Contact with many people you would never
otherwise meet
4) Opportunity to provide an effective Christian
education experience for the entire family
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Pause to Reflect
Study Questions
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1.

What is the difference between witness and evangelism?

2.

Describe the three criteria Dr. Green suggests for evaluating evangelism
programs.

3.

Contrast structural evangelism with systemic evangelism.

4.

Of those qualities exhibited by churches that experience both qualitative and
quantitative growth, what three are most lacking in your local church?

5.

Of those three, choose one and outline a plan by which that quality could be
further developed in your church.
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Prepare to Discover
Lesson Overview
It’s one thing to know what to do, and it’s another to know how to do it. This is true for
evangelism as well. Dr. Green packs this lesson with helpful suggestions on how to do
evangelism within the local community. He targets specific focus groups, gives ideas for
neighborhood evangelism, and provides several tips for how to incorporate evangelism
within the church service. As you listen to his recommendations, consider your how you
might help your church develop in several of these important areas.

Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts.
They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and
sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the
people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who
were being saved.
Acts 2:46-47

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson you will be able to:
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"

Articulate the meaning and significance of service talks.

"

List ways in which evangelism can be interwoven in the church service.

"

Identify ten ministries that can implement evangelism programs.

"

Evaluate your church for effectiveness in evangelizing specific “target groups.”

"

Develop topics for service seminars that would be valuable for your local
community.
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Lecture Outline
(Continued from previous lesson)
3. Special seminars (Service Talks)
a. Where: Church, homes, and neutral locations
b. What: Talks that address the needs of your
community. For example:
Making it on your income (budgeting)
Getting it all done (time management)
Dealing with singleness
Parenting the preschooler
Parenting the elementary schooler
Parenting adolescents
Dealing with the 'empty nest'
Leadership
How to study
c. Schedule:
d. Seminar format
e. Distribute printed handouts.
f. Consider a follow-up seminar or personal
appointments one or two weeks after the
seminar.
4. Home Bible Studies and Discussion Groups
a. Those who might never darken the door of a
church often will come to a home.
b. Format:
c. Meet with members personally.
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d. Starter ideas:
5. Ministries to groups with special needs such as
the deaf, handicapped, special ed children, etc.
C. Other Ministries and Evangelism
1. Neighborhood saturation evangelism
2. Surveys? Perhaps rather than asking, "Would you
like to come to our church?" we should ask:
a. What do you believe the church should be
doing in this community to help people?
b. Has the church helped in the past?
c. What causes or services have you been
involved in that you believe were very
significant - causes that Christ would have
been involved in if He had been here?
d. Have you ever considered giving your whole
life to the purposes of Christ for people?
e. We would really like to know why you don't
attend a church.
3. Perhaps better than surveying is serving. One way
that many have found to be effective is to visit your
neighbors and offer to pray for them.
4. Youth groups:
a. Visit the visitors to your youth meetings. Many
churches have found non-Christian families in
their community eager to have their children
enrolled in a church-sponsored youth program
such as Boys Brigade, Pioneer Girls, Awana
clubs, Good News clubs, 5-Day clubs, and so
forth.
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b. Have your adult leaders call their children each
week and make occasional home visits. The
door will open for talks with the parents about
"What we are doing with your child each week."
c. Recognize and address the special needs of
the majority of American youth who have, are,
or will experience major stress as youth.
d. Address the group mentality that characterizes
contemporary youth.
5. Singles
6. Older Adults
7. Media
a. Literature
1) Consider using reprinted articles, special
titles in the church library, bookracks in
stores, bulletin inserts, tracts, and so forth.
2) Evaluate the effectiveness of literature
distribution.
b. Films
c. VCR and disc units in homes
d. Audio tapes
e. Radio
f. Newspaper column and ads – see "Effective
Communication to Your Community" by Robert
C. Screen in The Pastor's Church Growth
Handbook edited by Win Arn (Church Growth
Press, 1979), pp. 206-220.
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8. Institutional Ministries
a. Jails
b. Children's homes, homes for the mentally
handicapped, halfway houses, etc.
c. High school and college ministries
d. Chaplain for a hospital, hotel, motel, or the
police, firemen, etc.
e. Single mother ministries
9. Telephone ministry (See John T. Cocoris and
Charles D. Tabor, "How to Develop and Maintain
an Effective Telephone Ministry", unpublished
DTS ThM thesis, May, 1978)
10. Prayer Meetings
11. Camps, conferences, retreats
12. Music
13. Internationals: Adopt an International program with
a local college.
14. Working with para-church organizations
D. Church Services
1. Testimonies
2. Interviews
3. Missionary reports (live, telephone, or e-mail)
4. Evangelistic sermons
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5. Evangelistic closes to sermons
6. Evangelistic speakers
7. Bulletin inserts
8. Follow-up visitors (visitation)
E. Neighborhood and Work Evangelism
1. Recall the forms of witness and the balance
between words and walk.
2. Develop service talks and arrange for periodic
evangelistic breakfasts, lunches, and dinners.
III. RESOURCES (SEE HANDOUTS) *

HANDOUT
See the Supplemental Materials
section for a host of articles on
evangelistic tips, strategies, and focus
groups.
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Pause to Reflect
Study Questions
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1.

Briefly describe a Service Talk.

2.

Explain the value of using neighborhood surveys. What can the church learn?
What can the neighborhood learn?

3.

What are five ways in which to implement evangelism in the church service?

4.

To which groups does your church minister most effectively (youth, singles, older
adults, special needs, etc.)? To which do they need to develop better ministry?

5.

Consider your local church’s community. What are three service seminars that
would both benefit the community and help introduce the gospel at the same
time?

© 2003 by The Institute of Theological Studies™
Evangelism in the Local Church ! ITS Learning Guide

Lesson Twenty-One
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Prepare to Discover
Lesson Overview
History is a valuable teacher. As you prepare to do evangelism in your local ministry
context, it is helpful to study those who have gone before you. In this lesson you will
gain an awareness of what evangelism was like in the early church, and also in early
America. By investigating such people as the Puritans, Charles Finney, and Billy
Sunday, you will recognize how the role and goals of evangelism have changed
throughout the years. As you listen, compare your own motivation for evangelism with
those who have gone before you.

“History is a better guide than good intentions.”
Jeane Kirkpatrick,
United States ambassador to the United Nations (1981-1985)

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson you will be able to:
"

Identify the advantages and obstacles for early Christian evangelism.

"

Contrast the role and goals of evangelism in early America.

"

Describe how the philosophy of evangelism has changed over the past two
hundred years.

"

Question your own motivations for evangelism as compared to those throughout
church history.
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Lecture Outline
I. THE EARLY CHRISTIANS
A. Advantages the early Christians had for evangelism
1. Michael Green in Evangelism in the Early Church
states: "It is almost impossible to exaggerate the
obstacles that lay in their way, . . . But it is equally
true to recognize that probably no period in the
history of the world was better suited to receive
the infant Church than the First Century A.D." (p.
13)

WORKS CITED
Michael Green, Evangelism in the
Early Church (Downers Grove:
InterVarsity Press, 1979).

2. Roman Peace
3. Greek Culture
a. Language
b. Thought
c. Cults
4. Jewish Religion
B. Obstacles the early church had to overcome in
evangelism
1. Again, we cite Green: "Those who have never
lived in a society which has been won over from
paganism by Christianity find it hard to imagine
how extensive are the obstacles presented to the
Christian faith by religion, vice, custom and sheer
laissez-faire. Wherever they went, Christians were
opposed as anti-social, atheistic and depraved.
Their message proclaimed a crucified criminal,
and nothing could have been less calculated than
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[sic] that to win them converts. To the Greeks such
a story showed how ridiculous the new faith was;
to the Romans how weak and ineffective it was;
while the Jews could not bring themselves to
stomach it at all. To Jew and Gentile alike
Christians were offensive, on account both of the
doctrines and the behavior credited to them. All
this they had to live down if they were going to win
anybody at all for Jesus Christ" (p. 29).
2. Jewish obstacles
a. The stumbling block of Christ
b. The stumbling block of the church
3. Greco-Roman obstacles
a. Religious: religion vs. superstition
b. Minimizing factors
c. Damaging factors
4. Other obstacles
a. They were so few.
b. They had no education.
c. They were culturally deprived.
d. They had no organization.
e. They were neither Jew nor Gentile – a "third
race" hated by all.
f. They were religiously exclusive in a pluralistic
society.
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C. Evangelistic methods employed by the early
Christians
1. Public evangelism
a. Synagogue preaching (first three decades)
generally displayed:
1) A clear presentation, sympathy with the
difficulties of the audience, and a readiness
to welcome the positives of their position.
2) Courage in openly recognizing difficulties,
proclaiming unpalatable truth, and a refusal
to make difficult things seem easy.
3) Respect for the hearers' intellectual powers
and spiritual needs.
4) Confidence in the power of the gospel.
b. Open air preaching
c. Teaching evangelism
d. Testimony
2. Household evangelism
a. Value
b. Examples
3. Personal evangelism
a. Personal encounters
1) John 1
2) Acts
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b. Visiting
4. Literary Evangelism
a. First century apologetic
b. Second century apologetic
5. Other Methods
a. Concentrated on the "god-fearing fringe"
b. Supported missionary journeys
c. They sought to put the Gospel in a way that it
could be understood:
"The Greek exponents of the gospel set
themselves: to embody biblical doctrine in
cultural forms which would be acceptable in
their society. Not to remove the scandal of the
gospel, but so to present their message in
terms acceptable to their hearers, that the real
scandal of the gospel could be perceived and
its challenge faced" (Green, p. 142).
"It is all too easy for us with hindsight to fault
their ethics and their Christology, their failure to
preserve the balance between adaptability and
conservation, but it would be good to be able to
feel confident that the churches of our own day
were succeeding half as well, and were
displaying anything like the same courage,
singleness of aim, Christ centeredness and
adaptability as those men and women of the
first Christian century" (Green, p. 143).
6. Conclusions
a. They used the Word.
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b. They saw prayer as vital.
c. On the attempt to evangelize the Jews in the
first 200 years, Green calls it a "failure" and
comments: "If ever any evangelistic enterprise
taught the lesson that the gospel cannot be
preached without love, this was it" (p. 108).
II. EVANGELISM IN AMERICA
A. The changing role of conversion
1. Elizabethan Reformation
a.
b.
2. New England Puritanism
a.
b.
3. Great Awakening & Revivalism
a.
b.
4. Conversion in Puritanism and revivalism
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PURITANISM

REVIVALISM

Means to maintain purity of the church and
stability of the state

Means to recruit a new generation and
immigrants for the church

Centered on the covenant community

Centered on the individual

Carefully directed by an educated clergy on Mass produced by charismatic leaders
an individual basis
In a defined context of justificationregeneration

In a loosely defined doctrinal context

Extended struggle and turmoil common

Brief period of concern common

Closely linked to sanctification

Loosely linked to sanctification

Calvinistic theology

Arminian theology

Exciting results

Bizarre results

Little preparation and organization

Massive preparation and organization

Adapted from Brauer. "Conversion: From Puritanism to Revivalism," Journal of Religion,
58:3 (July, 1978) pp. 227-243.

B. The Changing Philosophy of Evangelism
1. The Changing Evangelist
2. Finney
a. Theory of evangelism:
b. Methods:
3. Billy Sunday
4. Conclusion
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Pause to Reflect
Study Questions
1.

What are four advantages the early Christians had when evangelizing?

2.

Describe what typically took place in “synagogue” evangelism.

3.

Contrast the goals of conversion in Puritanism with those in Revivalism.

4.

In what ways should early evangelism parallel our evangelism today?

5.

In your own words, describe how the philosophy of evangelism has changed
since the time of the Puritans.

6.

Consider your own goals for evangelism as compared to those of the Puritans,
Charles Finney, and Billy Sunday. Do you need to change your focus? In what
way(s)?
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Current Issues in Evangelism
(Part One)
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Prepare to Discover
Lesson Overview
It should not surprise us that such a crucial doctrine would give rise to heated debate.
One of the hot topics in evangelism continues to be Lordship Salvation. This debate is
pertinent to your studies, for how do we know whether a convert is genuine? Where you
rest on this issue will have many implications for evangelistic ministry: your gospel
presentation, your follow-up process, and your discipleship program. Dr. Green
broaches this controversial subject in an effort both to make you aware of the issues at
stake, and to suggest a balanced resolution for your discipleship ministry.

Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come after me, he
must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.
For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses
his life for me will save it …”
Luke 9:23-24

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson you will be able to:
"

Articulate the Lordship Salvation controversy.

"

Recognize the significance of the issue for your own ministry.

"

Formulate an intelligent opinion on the subject that will benefit your future
ministry.

"
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Continue to “count the costs” of being a disciple of Jesus.
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Lecture Outline
I. WHAT IS LORDSHIP SALVATION AND WHY IS IT SO
POPULAR?
A. Examples of Lordship Salvation
1. Dr. Ralph Covell
2. Dr. Perry G. Downs
3. Rebecca Manley Pippert
B. Summary of and Response to Views on Lordship
Salvation

BEFORE --------------------------- AT------------------------- AFTER

C. Why is Lordship Salvation So Popular?
1. Theological Reasons
a.
b.
2. Practical Reasons
a.
b.
D. Response
1. We all agree on the goal.
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2. We disagree on how the Bible says to get there.
a. Plan A

b. Plan B

3. Don't go to an equal and opposite extreme.
4. Review the implications of the definition of
discipleship proposed in this course as the
operating paradigm/model/strategy for the
church's ministry as well as the purpose of the
believer's life.
5. Review basic soteriology issues. Review the
distinctions and relationships between justification
and sanctification in the salvation process. Review
the gospel promises of both forgiveness of sins
and newness of life.
6. When discussing this or any controversial issue:
a. First, agree to discuss the same question(s).
b. Second, define key terms, phrases, and
concepts carefully and without ambiguity.
c. Third, remember that Jesus did not say that the
mark of a disciple was doctrinal purity, religious
activity, or anything else other than love one for
another (John 13:35).
d. Therefore, to resolve not to carry on a
discussion which is reflective of our love for
one another is to sin.
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Pause to Reflect
Study Questions
1.

Describe the tension in the Lordship Salvation issue.

2.

According to Green, is it important for the minister to know if a person is
backslidden or unsaved? Why or why not?

3.

Explain how Green relates his definition of discipleship to the tension in lordship
salvation.

4.

Reflect on the “direction” of your own Christian walk. Which way are you going?

5.

The issue of lordship salvation remains hot. After listening to Dr. Green’s
perspective, describe your own opinion on this important subject. Is Green’s
“balanced” approach Biblical? Why or why not?
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Current Issues in Evangelism
(Part Two)
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Lesson Overview
What’s more important: the soul or the stomach? To put it philosophically, what should
the focus of a Christian’s ministry be: evangelism, where eternity’s at stake, or social
service, where earthly existence is at stake? These activities have been in tension
throughout Christian history. In this lesson, you will study the question further as Dr.
Green presents a biblical argument for obedience: the Christian’s response to both the
eternal and temporary needs of society. As you listen, evaluate your own goals of
Christian service – are you concerned with the real, though temporary, plights of
humanity? How can you further involve yourself in helping to meet these needs?

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is
this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to
keep oneself from being polluted by the world.
James 1:27

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson you will be able to:
"

Describe the tensions between evangelism and social involvement.

"

Explain the difference between social service and social action.

"

Articulate a Biblical basis for responding to both the eternal and earthly needs of
people.
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"

Identify the consequences of neglecting either evangelism or social involvement.

"

Consider ways to further your own involvement in social / civil matters.
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Lecture Outline
(Continued from previous lesson)
II. EVANGELISM AND SOCIAL INVOLVEMENT
A. The Tension

B. Biblical Consideration
1. Only God can and will bring in His kingdom.
2. The Great Commission, Mt. 28:18-20 and The
Second Greatest Commandment, Mt. 22:36-40.
3. Jesus healed and fed many who apparently did
not believe, yet Jesus did not heal all those who
were ill, nor feed all those who were hungry.
4. Was Christ a Savior because He was a Servant?
Or was Christ a Servant because He was a
Savior?
C. Definitions
1. Evangelism: proclaiming the good news of God's
saving action on man's behalf in Jesus Christ.
2. Social Involvement: Christians individually or
corporately operative in human society … for the
purpose of human good or well-being.
a. Social Service

b. Social Action
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D. Consequences of Neglecting Evangelism or Social
Involvement
1. Neglect of Evangelism leads to:
a.
b.
c.

2. Neglect of Social Involvement leads to:
a.
b.
c.
E. Resources
1. Lausanne Occasional Paper, No. 21, "Evangelism
and Social Responsibility.” From Lausanne
Committee of World Evangelism P.O. Box #1100
Wheaton, IL 60187.
2. Charles C. Ryrie, What You Should Know About
Social Responsibility. Chicago: Moody Press,
1982.
3. Robert M. Kingdom, "Calvinism and Social
Welfare", Calvin Theological Journal, 17:2:212230, Nov. 1982.
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III. THE USE OF BIBLICAL IMAGERY IN EVANGELISM

IV. THE REALITY OF HELL

V. PLURALISM AND RELATIVISM IN CHRISTOLOGY
HANDOUT
See the Supplemental Materials
section for articles on current issues in
evangelism.
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Pause to Reflect
Study Questions
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1.

Describe the tension between evangelism and social involvement.

2.

According to Green, what is the goal of evangelism and social involvement?

3.

Contrast social service with social action.

4.

If social service/action is so important, why is it not included in the Great
Commission?

5.

After reflecting on this lecture, describe your current perspective on the roles of
social service and social action in the Christian life.
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Supplemental Materials

LESSON HANDOUTS

Reading Report
Critical Reading Skills
Evangelism Evaluation
LESSON TWO

LESSON SEVENTEEN

Lausanne Covenant
The Empowerment of the HS

What’s Growing in Your Life?
LESSON TWENTY

LESSON SIX
What Makes One a Savior?
Illustrations of Sinfulness of Man
LESSON EIGHT
How to Prepare a Personal Testimony
How Not to Prepare a Personal
Testimony
LESSON TEN
Ideas for Evangelistic Messages
Rethinking the Public Invitation
LESSON ELEVEN
Being a Witness Worksheet

Who’s Evangelizing Business People?
Saved, Single, and Second-Class
College Students and the Church Can
Get Together
Can Children Receive Christ?
Evangelistic Entertaining
On Evangelistic Entertaining
Help for Evangelistic Outreach in Your
Neighborhood
How to Hold a Friendship Dinner
How to Run an Evangelistic Bible Study
How to Conduct an Evangelistic Home
Bible Study
Hospital Visitation
What Churches are Doing in Nursing
Homes
Excuses, Excuses!
Community Religious Survey
University Religious Questionnaire

LESSON TWELVE
LESSON TWENTY-THREE
Questions to Introduce the Gospel
Questions to Clarify the Gospel
LESSON FIFTEEN
Seven Worldviews
God and Evil: A Biblical Solution
Is Truth Relative?
The Relativistic Bog
Turning the Tables in Witnessing
Probing the Weaknesses
Who is Jesus of Nazareth?
What About the Heathen in Africa?
A Scientist Caught Between Two Faiths

The Gospel According to Jesus
Must Christ be Lord and Savior?
The Meaning of Discipleship
Assurance of Salvation
The Universal Assumption
Christian Gravitas in a Narcissistic Age
Would Jesus Stoop to Canned
Evangelism?
How to Know the Living God
John Calvin: Theologian and Evangelist
Why is it Difficult for a Muslim to
Become a Christian?
A Cup of Tea with a Muslim

