
 

LEADER’S GUIDE

Growing in the Faith
Course Lecturer: D.A. Horton
                                                                                                                                                

If you have not already done so, it is important that you first review our Leader’s Packet 
for specifics on how to open, facilitate, and close your group sessions.

This Leader’s Guide walks you step-by- step through this lesson. Use as much of the suggested 
material as you find helpful. Some sections have more than one discussion question or idea so 
you can choose an option that fits your group. Feel free to add other ideas as well. You may also 
choose to extend this particular lesson to two or more sessions.

The Leader’s Guide contains information that isn’t covered in the Listening Guide so the group 
session adds value to those who have completed the Listening Guide.

Step-by-Step Through the Study                 
 

As you prepare for the session, you will find information you need to lead the discussion
questions in this Leader’s Guide.

Watch the introduction video for this course at ODBU.org/discipleship-toolkit-series/#CA104. You 
can also choose to download the transcript.

You can tailor this portion of your session to your group’s interests and needs by selecting 
questions appropriate to your group.
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https://dpz73qkr83w0p.cloudfront.net/en_US/leaders_guide/leaders_packet.pdf
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LESSon 1 of 6

Introduce the Lesson
Introduce the lesson by reading the “Introduction” of Lesson 1.  “Do you find reading the Bible 
boring? This lesson talks about three ways to study the Bible that will make it alive and applicable to 
your everyday life.” 

Ask if there are questions about the session or about preparation for the session. 

Application Questions
1. What is one new thought you had as a result of watching the video?

Further Study
The Bible is God’s love letter to God’s children and it is our source for spiritual strength. Young 
Christians usually don’t read the Bible because they don’t understand what it says or because they 
don’t think it speaks to their life.

Today we’ll work through three practices you can put in place to learn how to study the Bible.

Read Matthew 28:16-20 (NLT)

Further Study
This Scripture passage identifies what we call the Great Commission. Today we’re going to observe, 
interpret, and talk about how we can apply this passage in our lives. Let’s work through the first 
step D.A. talked about, Observation.

Observation – Observation is about asking the right questions. When we make observations we 
report what the text says and how it says it. We read each Bible passage and make observations on 
the text in order to better understand what the text actually says (walk through Matt. 28:16-20 and 
answer each question).
• Who is mentioned in this passage? – Jesus and his followers
• What is taking place? – Jesus is providing them with instructions.
• Where are they located? – A mountain in Galilee which Jesus had previously directed them 

to.
• When did this take place in the timeline of Jesus’ ministry? – After the resurrection but 

How to Study the Bible 
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before Jesus ascension into heaven. e) Why did Jesus say what He said? - Jesus said this to: 
comfort to the disciples, inform them of his authority, and instruct them to make disciples 
of all ethnicities.

The next step we’re going to work on interpreting this passage. Interpretation is where we dig 
deeper to see what a passage is communicating.

Interpretation – Interpretation is about investigating what the text meant to an Ancient Israelite/
Early Christian society. We use Bible study tools to investigate the context of the passage.
• Do you like it when people put words in your mouths or twist the words you said?
• People often do this to God when they say Scripture passages mean something other than 

what God intended.
• We can keep ourselves from doing this by using such tools as:

◊ Bible Dictionary
◊ Bible Encyclopedia
◊ Commentary
◊ Concordance

The third step in this process is Application. Application is where we take information gathered 
from our observations and interpretations then see how we can put it into practice in our daily lives. 
Let’s look at how to apply the last two verses in today’s passage.

Application – Application understands the significance of what the text says and how to apply/
connect what we’ve studied to our everyday life.
• “Therefore, go …” – really means “as you’re going” or “as you’re living your life on campus, 

at home, and/or in the neighborhood.”
◊ Question: Who are some of the people you can share the gospel with?

• “and make disciples ” –Discipleship is defined as “a mature believer taking an immature 
believer by the hand and walking in maturity together.”
◊ Question: Have you ever been disciple to? How can you disciple to others?

• “of all nations ” – This is best interpreted as “every ethnicity” or “people group.” The gospel 
and discipleship destroys racism, discrimination, elitism, sexism, etc.
◊ Question: Have you ever been treated differently because of who you are? Have you 

ever treated other people differently because of who they are?
• “teach these new disciples to obey ” – Spiritual maturity is not “biblical knowledge” rather, 

spiritual maturity is living in obedience to what the Bible says.
◊ Question: How can you grow in spiritual maturity? Do you think it would be easier to 

grow in
• spiritual maturity with an “accountability partner?”
• “I am with you always ” – Jesus is always with us and we can access the power in his name 

24/7.
◊ Question: How does this make you feel regarding making disciples, knowing Jesus is 

always with us?
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2. Why is it important to observe and report what the text says and how it says it?
3. Why is it important to investigate what the text meant to an Ancient Israelite/Early Christian 

society?
4. What is the significance to understanding what the text says and how to apply it?
5. “What would you do if you were convinced that tomorrow the world was going to end” (Martin 

Luther)? Who would you share the gospel with? How?

Reflection
It is important to promote this Reflection time in each session of the course. Ask the members to 
think back over what they have just experienced and form at least one point they can add to their 
understanding of God’s Word. These insights may or may not match what they expected at the 
beginning of the lesson. Have them reflect on those affirmations or changes. 

Also emphasize that this part of the group session could be an important time for participants to 
minister to other members of the group. Not everyone “sees” the same emphases and something one 
person highlights may be an added insight to others in the group.

Close in Prayer
You may want to ask if anyone is dealing with something they would like prayer for. Depending on 
the size of your group, it would be meaningful to pray for each person by name.
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LESSon 2 of 6

Introduce the Lesson
Introduce the lesson by reading  the “Introduction” of Lesson 2.  “What is your job as a Christian? 
Jesus said all Christians have one job—to go and make disciples.” 

Ask if there are questions about the session or about preparation for the session. 

Application Questions
1. What is one new thought you had as a result of watching the video?

Further Study
The Great Commission is found in Matthew 28:16-20. In our last session we worked through what 
this passage means. Now let’s take a more practical look at how we can live out this verse.

There are three truths we have to remember out the Great Commission. These truths will help us 
live out this “Commission” in our homes, neighborhoods, and schools. The three truths are: Jesus 
has complete authority, Jesus called us to make disciples of all ethnicities (or nations), and Jesus 
will always be with us.

Read Matthew 28:16-20 (NLT)

2. What are three truths you understand about the Great Commission that you didn’t understand 
before we started this study? (discuss or write them down)

Further Study
Jesus Has All Authority – There will be times when we may be scared to share the gospel or be 
asked a question about God that we can’t answer.
• That fear is natural. In fact, Matthew 28:16 shows us that even some of Jesus’ original 

followers were doubtful and hesitant.
• Jesus told them to keep calm and remember that he has all authority in heaven and on 

earth.
• After telling them this, Jesus instructs them to “Go.”

◊ Illustration: Going on a field trip, you need to have a signed permission slip right? “Go” 
was Jesus’ permission slip to his disciples.

The Great Commission 
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◊ Application: Our fears can be put in check when we realize that we have Jesus’ 
permission to “go.”

3. Since our last discussion, have you begun any new discipleship relationships?
4. If no, what’s keeping you from doing it (remember you have Jesus’s permission)?
5. If yes, could you share with us what you did to start your new discipleship relationship?

Further Study
We shouldn’t have any fear in starting discipleship relationships because we have Jesus’ permission 
to go and make disciples.

Let’s take a very practical look at how we can start discipleship relationships. These relationships 
are important because Jesus has called us to make disciples of all ethnicities.

Jesus Called us to Make Disciples of All Ethnicities (or Nations) – Use some Bible study tools to 
investigate the context of the passage.
• We are not to withhold the gospel from anyone rather we are share it with everyone.
• When God blesses us with the opportunity to lead someone to Jesus, we now have the 

privilege and responsibility of helping them mature.
◊ Remember our definition of Discipleship, “a mature believer taking an immature 

believer by the hand and walking in maturity together.”
• Discipleship involves spending time with the new believer and teaching them how the live 

out their new life in Christ.
• We’ve watched gangs make disciples for years by:

◊ Going everywhere together
◊ Teaching each other how to commit crimes
◊ Learn the gang’s lingo

• Now its time for us to make disciples that look more like Christ by:
◊ Spending time together and living life together
◊ Teaching each other what Christ commanded us (study the Bible)
◊ Evangelize and share the gospel

6. Do you still need any more clarity about how to start a discipleship relationship?

Further Study
Jesus will Always Be with Us
• Rom. 8:9-13 - (Leader Note: ask a student to read this passage )

◊ Jesus stays with us 24/7 through the Holy Spirit, who lives in every believer.
• Heb. 13:5 - (Leader Note: ask a student to read this passage )

◊ Jesus will never abandon us

7. How could we start being disciple-makers here?
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8. How could we get involved in our community and glorify the Father through the Son?
9. Where are the barriers that keep us from getting involved? How can we break them down?
10. If you could plant one tree of hope where would it be? Would you water that tree and wait for 

the harvest? How?

Reflection
It is important to promote this Reflection time in each session of the course. Ask the members to 
think back over what they have just experienced and form at least one point they can add to their 
understanding of God’s Word. These insights may or may not match what they expected at the 
beginning of the lesson. Have them reflect on those affirmations or changes. 

Also emphasize that this part of the group session could be an important time for participants to 
minister to other members of the group. Not everyone “sees” the same emphases and something one 
person highlights may be an added insight to others in the group.

Close in Prayer
You may want to ask if anyone is dealing with something they would like prayer for. Depending on 
the size of your group, it would be meaningful to pray for each person by name.
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LESSon 3 of 6

Introduce the Lesson
Introduce the lesson by reading the “Introduction” of Lesson 3.  “Jesus did not lie about what it’s 
like to follow Him. What are the consequences for following Jesus? What does it mean to carry your 
cross?” 

Ask if there are questions about the session or about preparation for the session. 

Application Questions
1. What is one new thought you had as a result of watching the video?
2. Has anyone ever lied to you up front in order to get you to do something you didn’t want to do?

Further Study
Sometimes people lie in order to get us to join them in doing something they don’t want to do 
themselves.

Good news! Jesus doesn’t do this to us. He tells us the real consequences for being a disciple 
upfront. Let’ look at Luke 9:23 and see the two truths Jesus unpacks for us.

Read Luke 9:23 (NLT)

Further Study
This Scripture passage is telling us that we really need to consider what it means to be a follower 
(or disciple) of Jesus Christ.

3. What do you think it means to be a follow (or disciple) of Jesus Christ? (discuss or write them 
down)

Further Study
The Cost of the Cross
• Luke 9:18-20 – (Leader Note: ask a student to read this passage )

◊ Peter Confesses Jesus as the Messiah or Christ sent by God.
• Luke 9:21-22 – (Leader Note: ask a student to read this passage )

Following Christ, Part 1
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◊ Jesus tells his disciples that he’s going to be killed. Jesus hits them with the reality 
of his death and resurrection on the front end so they wouldn’t be shocked when it 
happened.

• Luke 9:23 – “Then he [Jesus] said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you 
must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross daily, and follow me.”
◊ In Jesus’ day, criminals carried crosses on their way to be executed. They were shamed 

with every step they carried their cross.
◊ We see this same today, when criminals try to hide their faces when the TV cameras are 

on them.
• In our day, we “take up our cross ” when we live unashamed of the fact that Jesus is our 

Savior.
• We show we’re unashamed by living a life that pleases God while sharing the message of 

the gospel with those in our homes, neighborhood, and schools.
• We know that when we live as unashamed disciples of Jesus there’s a cost.

◊ We may be made fun of.
◊ We won’t be invited to come and kick it with friends we used to hang out with before we 

were saved.
◊ Our families may not like us going to church.

4. What are some ways you can be selfish with your life?

Further Study
God has called us to live unselfishly.

In addition to carrying our personal cross, we must understand our direct connection to the cross 
that Jesus carried.

Our Connection to the Cross – As we endure consequences for taking up our personal cross we 
remember that our connection to Jesus’ cross provides us with two blessings:
• Eternal Benefits

◊ All of our sins have been washed away by Jesus’ blood (Eph. 1:7 - Leader Note: ask a 
student to read this passage ).

◊ God has not wrath to give us because Jesus took it all in our place (Rom. 8:1 - Leader 
Note: ask a student to read this passage ).

◊ We’re new Creatures in Christ, the old us is dead and gone (2 Cor. 5:17 - Leader Note: 
ask a student to read this passage ).

• Engagement with the Body
◊ We have a family that we’ll always be a part of, the Church.
◊ We get to live life connected to others who have received the same benefits we have. 

We’re never in this walk alone!
◊ Together we must work to “deny ” ourselves in order to walk in unity as the Body.
◊ To “deny ” means to put the interest and desires of Christ above our own.

5. Have you ever been embarrassed to say you’re a follower (or disciple) of Christ?
6. What is the worst thing that can happen to you for carrying the cross of Christ?
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7. Have you trusted Christ to wash away all of your sin? (NOTE: You may want to take time to lead 
the group through the gospel and pray a prayer that makes a profession of Christ as Savior ).

8. What are some ways you can deny yourself at school and at home this week?
9. How did God go about bringing you here? Through a friend, family member, just walking by, 

etc.?
10. How did you experience conversion? Was it instantaneous or a process/journey?
11. What has this process been like for you?
12. How has discipleship and/or mentoring helped you in your journey? Could you have done it 

alone?

Reflection
It is important to promote this Reflection time in each session of the course. Ask the members to 
think back over what they have just experienced and form at least one point they can add to their 
understanding of God’s Word. These insights may or may not match what they expected at the 
beginning of the lesson. Have them reflect on those affirmations or changes. 

Also emphasize that this part of the group session could be an important time for participants to 
minister to other members of the group. Not everyone “sees” the same emphases and something one 
person highlights may be an added insight to others in the group.

Close in Prayer
You may want to ask if anyone is dealing with something they would like prayer for. Depending on 
the size of your group, it would be meaningful to pray for each person by name.
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LESSon 4 of 6

Introduce the Lesson
Introduce the lesson by reading  the “Introduction” of Lesson 4.  “Are you trying to save yourself? 
If you are, you will fail. Only through surrendering your life to Jesus can you be saved—through His 
grace. Jesus is the only one who can save you!”

Ask if there are questions about the session or about preparation for the session. 

Application Questions
1. What is one new thought you had as a result of watching the video?

Further Study
The word grace means to be given a free gift you didn’t work for. God gives us grace through 
salvation. Salvation is a gift we didn’t work to earn. If we worked for salvation it wouldn’t be a 
gift it would be a paycheck. The Bible tells us in Romans 6:23 (Leader Note: ask a student to read 
this passage ) the wages of sin is death (or the paycheck for living a life outside of Christ is eternal 
death) but the gift of God is salvation through Jesus Christ.

Read Luke 9:24 (NLT)

Further Study
This Scripture is telling us that if we try to obtain salvation through work we’ll lose our life but, if 
we surrender to our life to Christ, we’ll find eternal life!

2. What are 3 ways people try to “work” at earning salvation? (discuss or write them down)

Further Study
Jesus Gives us Salvation for Ourselves (we’ve been saved by Grace)
• The phrase, “if you try to hang on to your life you will lose it ” is speaking about the person 

who is not following Christ.
• This is the type of person who thinks they are okay with God without knowing Jesus as 

their Savior.
◊ Jesus said that he alone is the only way to be connected to God (John 14:6) - (Leader 

Note: ask a student to read this passage ).

Following Christ, Part 2
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◊ The person who says they don’t need Jesus is guaranteed to lose their life.
• There’s one root issue that keeps this type of person from believing they don’t need a 

savior… their pride!
◊ Pride causes us to think that we’re not “that bad” or “God will give us special 

treatment.”
◊ Pride causes us to think we can “earn” salvation by trying to “be good.” Salvation is a 

free gift from God. We can’t earn salvation by being good because we are sinners by 
nature.

• In our last video we talked through denying ourselves and taking up our cross. A person 
who is trying to work to save their own life never denies themselves and therefore they 
never take up the cross of Christ.

• We were all born in sin and lived lifestyles that showed we thought we were our own 
savior. Praise God that we heard the gospel, believed in Jesus, and received our free gift of 
salvation!

3. What are some ways you’ve tried to “save” yourself?
4. How did that make you feel?
5. Have you ever disrespected anyone just because they were different from you?

Further Study
In the video D.A. admitted that he was kicked out of church because of his sin. The whole time he 
was living in sin he thought he was okay with God. He thought he was able to save his life by just 
going to church. After hearing the gospel, he realized he was wrong.

Let’s look at Galatians 2:20 and what it looks like to be saved by grace. Observe, interpret, and see 
how we can apply this verse in our life.

Galatians 2:20 says, “My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ 
lives in me. So I live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me.”
• Here, Paul is telling us that when we first identified ourselves with Christ our “old self” 

died. We now have a new life with victory over sin and death because of Jesus’ resurrection.
• Additionally, now that the Holy Spirit lives inside of us, we have the ability to live a life 

that pleases God.
• Jesus not only saved us from the penalty of sin but he also saved us from “us” ruining our 

lives, as we would’ve tried to be our own savior!
• There’s no “I” in grace so we should praise God for saving us when we couldn’t even save 

ourselves!

6. Are there any relationships in your life that are keeping you from realizing the grace God is
7. offering you in Christ?
8. Do you think Jesus really died on the cross? What makes you so sure? 
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9. Why do you think some people find meaning in the symbol of the cross?
10. How does God bring sinful people back to himself? Why is this important?
11. Do you think that Jesus really rose from the dead? What makes you so sure? What did Jesus do 

to prove that he was alive?
12. How is Jesus’ resurrection important to you?

Reflection
It is important to promote this Reflection time in each session of the course. Ask the members to 
think back over what they have just experienced and form at least one point they can add to their 
understanding of God’s Word. These insights may or may not match what they expected at the 
beginning of the lesson. Have them reflect on those affirmations or changes. 

Also emphasize that this part of the group session could be an important time for participants to 
minister to other members of the group. Not everyone “sees” the same emphases and something one 
person highlights may be an added insight to others in the group.

Close in Prayer
You may want to ask if anyone is dealing with something they would like prayer for. Depending on 
the size of your group, it would be meaningful to pray for each person by name.
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LESSon 5 of 6

Introduce the Lesson
Introduce the lesson by reading  the “Introduction” of Lesson 5.  “Are you chasing after what the 
world offers you? Are you using the gifts God has given you to benefit yourself, or are they honoring 
God? The gospel will take you further than what the world can give you.”

Ask if there are questions about the session or about preparation for the session. 

Application Questions
1. What is one new thought you had as a result of watching the video?

Further Study
In this video D.A. shared a story about his friend who kept chasing after the things of the world. His 
chase resulted in his death.

Read Luke 9:25 (NLT)

Further Study
This Scripture passage tells us that every opportunity we’re given in life will either be a 
demonstration for the gospel or be a distraction from us glorifying God.

2. What are 3 talents you have?
3. Have you used these talents for your own glory or God’s?

Further Study
The World’s Offering
• The world wants to offer us: fame, fortune, pleasure, and platforms. These things in 

themselves may not be sinful but if they distract us from pursuing God then we must leave 
them alone.

• The world wants us to have a “perfect world” and then we’ll be good to worship God.
◊ Adam and Eve lived in a perfect world with no sin but they weren’t content and fell into 

sin.
◊ We shouldn’t think “I’ll worship God once I get all the money we want” or “I’ll worship 

Following Christ, Part 3
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God once I live in the house I want.”
◊ Rather we should worship God now, regardless of whether we have those things or not.

• The world loves to use entertainment (movies, music, etc.) to get us wanting what it has to 
offer.

• Ephesians 2:1-3 (Leader Note: ask a student to read this passage )
◊ This Scripture tells us that the world is a system that set itself up against God. This 

system is ruled by Satan himself.
◊ The world will take notice of your God-given talents and abilities.
◊ They world wants you to use these talents for your own glory instead of God
◊ The world wants to offer you as many distractions as it can. The goal is to keep you 

distracted from serving God until you die.
◊ The world doesn’t mind offering you what you want, as long as it can take your life in 

the end!

4. What can the world offer you that will tempt you to forget about God?
5. Where will these things remain after you die?
6. What good is it to live a life chasing what the world offers if you can’t keep them forever?

Further Study
The world is going to notice your talents and offer you things to keep your eyes off of God.

There’s nothing wrong with being great at the things God has gifted you to do. What you must learn 
to do is obey and glorify God while you’re being great at what God has gifted you to do.

The Way of Obedience
• The day you embraced Jesus Christ as your Savior is the day you left the world’s system!
• When you gave the world back its offerings you got something the world can’t offer or give 

you… eternal life!
• 1 John 2:15 tells us, “Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you love 

the world, you do not have the love of the Father in you.”
◊ We are commanded to not love the world.
◊ The word “love ” means to demonstrate your love by sacrificing something.
◊ For example: God demonstrated love for us by sacrificing the Son in our place on the 

cross so that we might be saved.
◊ The world tries to get us to sacrifice three things:
◊ Talents – gifts and abilities
◊ Time – how we spend it
◊ Treasures – our heart and our money
◊ We should surrender our talents, time, and treasures to God and use them for God’s 

glory.
• As followers of Christ we must realize that God has given us abilities to excel in academics, 

sports, art, etc.
• Being good at these things is a blessing and we should give God the glory when we’re 

rewarded for our excellence.
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• Don’t feel bad for being good at what you do, just don’t allow what your good to at become 
your god.

7. Have you ever taken the credit for an achievement instead of giving God the glory?
8. Do you think that Jesus really expects us to live in obedience like this? Why or why not?
9. What would you have to do differently in order for your life according to God and not the world? 

What would be the most difficult thing for you to give up? Why?
10. How could you use your gifts, talents, and abilities in a ministry of the church or in your 

ministry as a Christian?
11. How do you see God at work in your life right now?

Reflection
It is important to promote this Reflection time in each session of the course. Ask the members to 
think back over what they have just experienced and form at least one point they can add to their 
understanding of God’s Word. These insights may or may not match what they expected at the 
beginning of the lesson. Have them reflect on those affirmations or changes. 

Also emphasize that this part of the group session could be an important time for participants to 
minister to other members of the group. Not everyone “sees” the same emphases and something one 
person highlights may be an added insight to others in the group.

Close in Prayer
You may want to ask if anyone is dealing with something they would like prayer for. Depending on 
the size of your group, it would be meaningful to pray for each person by name.
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LESSon 6 of 6

Introduce the Lesson
Introduce the lesson by reading  the “Introduction” of Lesson 6. “You can change this world! How? 
By living unashamed for Jesus and obeying His Word.”

Ask if there are questions about the session or about preparation for the session. 

Application Questions
1. What is one new thought you had as a result of watching the video?

Further Study
Almost all Christian revivals started when young people lived unashamed of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. If there were ever a time when our nation needed to see God spark a new revival its today!

God is calling all of his saints to live a life that imitates Jesus Christ and God’s Word!

Read Luke 9:26 (NLT)

Further Study
This Scripture passage is telling us that we need to live a life that is unashamed of the gospel!

2. What are 3 ways you can be unashamed about Jesus in your home, neighborhood, and school? 
(discuss or write them down)

Further Study
Young and Unashamed
• The word “ashamed ” means to be separated from someone or something and not showing 

honor to them (or it).
• In this verse Jesus simply says “if you refuse to follow me and become my disciple, when I 

returns I will separate you from my presence.”
• We are not only called to be unashamed of Jesus but also Jesus’ words and teachings, which 

is another way of saying the Bible.
◊ 2 Timothy 3:16 (Leader Note: ask a student to read this passage ) – This Scripture tells 

us the Bible was inspired by God.

Following Christ, Part 4
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◊ 2 Peter 1:19-21 - (Leader Note: ask a student to read this passage ) – This passage tells 
us that all Scriptures were written by people who were moved by the Holy Spirit. As 
such they spoke from God.

◊ James 1:22-24 – (Leader Note: ask a student to read this passage ) – This Scripture tells 
us that we can’t just read the Bible but we have to put into practice what it tells us to 
do.

• Revelation 19 describes the Second Coming of Jesus. This means Jesus is one going to 
literally, physically, and visibly come back to earth.
◊ He’s coming for the Church (those who are his disciples).
◊ He’s coming to judge those who rejected him.

3. Do you have a passion to do the same?
4. What are some ways we can mob deep for the glory of God in our city?
5. How have gangs been making disciples in your city?
6. Where are some places in our city we can go to show people we’re unashamed? (Note: If you 

lead your students on an evangelistic outreach take some pictures and post them on social 
media with the hashtag: #WeOutHereUYWI (we can change this, LOL!).

Further Study
In the video D.A. said that in high school he and his friends took the church to the streets!

We can’t make disciples if we first don’t share the gospel. Let’s take some time to get a better 
understanding about the power of the gospel.

You and Us
• We each have to live like Jesus is coming back because we know he is coming back for the 

Church.
• 1 John 3:3 (Leader Note: ask a student to read this passage ) – This Scripture reminds us 

that, since we know Jesus is coming back, we need to live a life that is pure just as Jesus is 
pure.
◊ 1 John 1:8-10 (Leader Note: ask a student to read this passage ) – We are to confess our 

sins and ask God to forgive us. God will forgive us because God is faithful and just to 
forgive us.

◊ Matt. 28:19-20 – (Leader Note: ask a student to read this passage ) – We are to make 
disciples.

• We can’t make disciples unless we’re sharing the gospel.
◊ Romans 1:16-17 says, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power 

of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 
For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith ; as it is written, “the 
just shall live by faith”

◊ “power ” – the gospel message carries the omnipotent power of God that breathes life 
into the heart of a dead sinner who is enslaved to sin.

◊ “salvation ” – means to be delivered or rescued. It is the through the gospel message 
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that sinners understand how Jesus saves by being the ultimate sacrifice for our sins.
◊ “righteousness of God ” – the gospels clue us in to the fact that righteousness only 

comes from God, who is perfectly righteous. It takes faith to receive the truth that 
sinners can be made righteous by believing in Jesus.

◊ “from faith to faith ” – means from one person’s faith to another. This is why we share 
with others how the gospel has changed us. Our story will resonate with someone else 
and make the gospel message relatable to them.

◊ People around us are hurting and they need God. They are dead and need the eternal 
life Christ offers. As followers of Christ, it is our privilege to show them how to become 
followers of Christ!

7. What are you going to do share the gospel with people you’re around who don’t know Christ?
8. What lifestyle changes do you need to make that will allow others to see that you’re unashamed 

of Jesus and the Bible?
9. What are the temptations that could arise, causing you feel ashamed of Jesus? How are you 

going to handle them?
10. St. Francis of Assisi said, “Preach the gospel at all times – if necessary, use words.” When have 

you given witness to the good news and served others in Jesus’s name? When have you found 
this difficult to do?

11. How have you felt Scripture come alive within you?
12. How have people you know influenced, supported, or detracted from your Christian lifestyle?
13. How has do you feel empowered to live an obedient, abundant, and joy-filled life in Christ?
14. What Scripture passages encourage you to grow in your Christian life?

Reflection
It is important to promote this Reflection time in each session of the course. Ask the members to 
think back over what they have just experienced and form at least one point they can add to their 
understanding of God’s Word. These insights may or may not match what they expected at the 
beginning of the lesson. Have them reflect on those affirmations or changes. 

Also emphasize that this part of the group session could be an important time for participants to 
minister to other members of the group. Not everyone “sees” the same emphases and something one 
person highlights may be an added insight to others in the group.

Close in Prayer
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You may want to ask if anyone is dealing with something they would like prayer for. Depending on 
the size of your group, it would be meaningful to pray for each person by name.


