
Outline - The Ancient Church  - CH501
© 2021 Our Daily Bread University. All rights reserved.

LESSON 02 of 24
CH501

The Apostolic Fathers

The Ancient Church
 

This course is offered through Our Daily Bread University. To learn more, visit us at odbu.org.

Course Outline

The Apostolic Fathers and Apologists 

I. The Apostolic Fathers (Title first used in the seventeenth century)

a. Clement of Rome, third successor of Peter(?); pastor in Rome 92-101

b. I Clement or The Epistle to the Corinthians 
i. Oldest Christian writing outside the New Testament to which a date 

and author are attested 
ii. Describe dissension in the early church 

c. II Clement (not necessarily written by Clement) 
i. A sermon 
ii. A picture of the early church 

d. The Pseudo-Clementine literature 
i. A Collection of twenty little homilies 
ii. No fully or correctly developed theology 

e. Ignatius of Antioch 
i. Wrote seven letters on his way to martydom in Rome
ii. Affirms the deity and humanity of Christ and unity of believers 

f. Polycarp of Smyrna (d. 156 A.D.); may have known John the Apostle 

g. Papius of Hierapolis 

h. The Epistle of Barnabas (written 96-138 A.D.)
i. A theological tract, author unknown but not written by Barnabas 
ii. Two main parts:
iii. First seventeen chapters theoretical 
iv. The rest practical 

i. The Shepherd of Hermes 
i. Book of revelations given to a shepherd
ii. Four versions, a transition, and section of parables/ teaching
iii. Not fully Trinitarian, equating Christ and the Holy Spirit
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j. The Didache (The Lord’s Instruction through the Twelve Apostles); probably 
written 100/150 A.D. but lost to scholars until 1885 

i. The first ten chapters, liturgical instructions for the church
ii. The last five chapters on discipline 

II. The Apologists 

a. The time period: the second century, a time of persecution 

b. Quadratus 

c. Aristides of Athens, author of apology written to Trajan 

d. Aristo of Pello, author of a tract defending Christianity against Judaism 

e. Justin Martyr, most important apologist 
i. A student of all the Greek schools of philosophy 
ii. Conversion by reading the Old Testament and writings of the Apostles 
iii. Originator of a school in Rome 
iv. Writer of important treaties 
v. His theology:


