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Paul’s Travels/Introduction to Romans

II Corinthians 7:5–Romans 1:32

I. Paul’s travels resumed (II Corinthians 7:5-7)

a. At last Paul picks up where he left off in 2:13 and describes his elation at the 
arrival of Titus and his good news of the Corinthians’ concern for Paul and 
their sorrow over their sin.

i. The Corinthians’ sorrow (7:8-13a)
1. This section corresponds to 1:23-2:11 and especially to 2:5-11 in 

describing further the Corinthians’ appropriate response to Paul’s 
painful letter and his call for dealing with the offending party in 
the church. Paul was afraid he had done more harm than good 
but now rescinds any apologies he might have made, because his 
severity produced godly sorrow leading to repentance.

ii. Paul’s confidence in the Corinthians’ motives (7:13b-16)
1. Just as he began this section speaking of the confidence he had 

in his own motives (1:12-22), Paul ends it by pronouncing his 
confidence in the Corinthians from here on out. This confidence 
encourages him to move on to one remaining practical topic of 
great importance to him.

II. The Collection for Jerusalem (8:1–9:15)

a. Paul had referred to this project in I Corinthians 16:4, but the Corinthians 
had not followed through on their original enthusiasm for giving as he had 
hoped. Although all of his instructions clearly relate to one specific historical 
collection for famine relief for the Jerusalem church, the principles on which 
Paul draws inform Christian stewardship in any age.

i. Principles of giving (8:1-15)
1. In 8:1-15 Paul enumerates at least four principles of giving. (1) 

Sacrificial stewardship (vv. 1-4). Paul appeals to the example 
of the more impoverished Macedonian churches who actually 
pleaded with him to give “beyond their ability” (vv. 3-4). (2) 
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Surrendering one’s entire self (vv. 5-7). Again following the 
Macedonians’ lead, Paul urges the project to be part of their larger 
service to the Lord and submission to His will. (3) Sincerity in 
giving (vv. 8-11). The Corinthians should now complete what they 
promised so that their sincerity is not called into question. (4) 
Proportionality (vv. 12-15). Paul does not fix a specific amount 
or even a specific percentage that the church should give. Rather 
it should be “according to what one has.” Those who earn more 
can give more and give a higher percentage as well.49 Paul does 
not ask the rich to become poor, but he does ask them to give 
enough of their profits to help the poor so that extremes of riches 
and poverty are eliminated. The “equality” of v. 13 is relativized 
by the illustration of God supplying manna in the wilderness (v. 
15); some still ate more than others. But Paul’s model clearly 
envisions far more generosity than most Western Christians 
currently practice. 

ii. Protection of giving (8:16-9:5)
1. In 8:16–9:5 Paul turns to the protection of giving. He gives 

elaborate instructions about how various people will accompany 
the taking of the gift to Jerusalem so that all of it goes where 
it is earmarked and there can be little chance of financial 
mismanagement. The list of Paul’s travel companions in Acts 
20:4 suggests that he was concerned to have representatives from 
most of the regions involved in the collection.

iii. Rewards of giving (9:6-15)
1. Chapter 9:6-15, finally, specifies the rewards of giving. Blessings 

are proportionate to the generosity of any particular gift. 
Texts like vv. 6 and 11 obviously cannot be limited to material 
blessing; many generous Christians remain impoverished. But 
neither should they be entirely spiritualized; Paul is envisaging 
the corporate implementation of 8:13-15 so that God’s primary 
way of meeting the financial needs of His people is through the 
generosity of the church.

III. Paul vs. the False (“Super”) Apostles (10:1–13:10)50
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i. Background
1. Suddenly Paul unleashes a torrent of sarcasm against new 

intruders into the Corinthian church who are promoting a 
Judaizing form of Christianity. He refers to these individuals 
alternately as “false apostles” (e.g., 11:13) and, ironically, 
reflecting their self-estimation, as “super apostles” (e.g., 11:5). He 
probably does not have any of the Twelve in view, but interlopers 
falsely claiming to reflect the Jewish-Christian perspective (as 
in Galatia). They are boasting in their ethnic and ministerial 
credentials in ways which force Paul to return the favor. But Paul 
will boast primarily in his weakness, in spiritual attributes which 
the worldly criteria of these Judaizers overlook. We may list six in 
particular.

ii. Contents—Paul’s credentials
1. Employing spiritual rather than worldly authority (10:1-11)

A. Despite Paul’s plain outward appearance and lack of 
rhetorical flourish (v. 10), he employs spiritual weapons with 
the power to demolish even demonic strongholds (v. 4). 

2. Limiting his work to territories not given to others (10:12-18)
A. Unlike the Judaizers, Paul is repeatedly concerned not to 

duplicate missionary efforts but to go to “regions beyond” 
(cf. Romans 15:20). 

3. Rejecting the “knowledge” that turns one away from Christ, 
regardless of any masquerade (11:1-6, 13-15) 
A. Not every “Jesus” is the true Jesus (v. 4); legalistic 

perversions of the gospel in fact come from the devil and 
lead to damnation (vv. 14-15). 

4. Not accepting financial support except from outside (11:7-12) 
A. Many in Corinth were used to being asked to pay large 

sums to hear itinerant philosophers. The Judaizers were 
apparently making similar requests, and some thought that 
they were “getting what they paid for” in comparing Paul’s 
free message with the Judaizers’ message. Instead, Paul 
explains that he does not want to burden anyone or risk 
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being accused of ministering for false motives.
5. Experiencing persecution despite his pedigree (11:16-33)

A. The false apostles were claiming to be more Jewish than 
Paul. So he matches their credentials, point for point 
(vv. 22-23a), but then shifts abruptly to a long catalog 
of his sufferings which they cannot match (vv. 23b-33). 
After a list that would discourage anyone (vv. 23b-27), 
he concludes seemingly anticlimactically with the daily 
pressure of his concern for all the churches (v. 28). But this 
is the one agony that never goes away for truly pastorally 
motivated ministers. Verses 30-33 then describe the ultimate 
ignominy—being sneaked out of town in a basket lowered 
over the city walls—the exact antithesis of the ultimate 
military honor of the day, when one became the first soldier 
to scale enemy walls.

6. The thorn in the flesh, despite his vision of heaven (12:1-10)
A. Notwithstanding numerous guesses, no one knows for sure 

what this affliction was, though a persistent physical ailment 
seems most likely. No doubt we are intended to apply it 
as broadly as possible, because the Lord’s reply to Paul’s 
prayers provides yet another principle for responding to 
suffering in general: “My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness” (v. 9). This is a key text 
against the so-called “health-wealth gospel” and a reminder 
that God can often use us better in our weakness as we 
remain more visibly dependent on him. 

iii. Summary and conclusions (12:11–13:14)
1. Chapters 12:11–13:14 rounds out this epistle with a concluding 

appeal for the Corinthians to respond positively so that Paul does 
not have to be harsh with them when he arrives.

Application

I. The Root Problem—Triumphalism 
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a. In short, the theological problem of the Corinthians throughout both epistles 
was triumphalism.  

II. Modern Day Equivalents

a. Its inroads into modern American evangelicalism are also enormous: in the 
“name it and claim it” heresy; in our materialism (in about the mid 1970s, we 
traded places with more liberal Christianity in being the more affluent wing 
of the church); in a resurgence of postmillennial theology and missions; in 
church growth schemes or counseling therapies which virtually guarantee 
results if properly followed; in the assumption of many seminary graduates 
that their education entitles them to “successful” ministries by worldly 
criteria of numbers, dollars, and influence. The list could be extended at 
length. Second Corinthians 8–9 alone should challenge us to reorder our 
personal and corporate spending in dramatic ways.

III. The Most Glaring Issue of All—Financial Stewardship

ROMANS—THE MOST SYSTEMATIC EXPOSITION OF PAUL’S GOSPEL

IV. Introduction

a. Romans 15:23-33 provides most of the necessary background for introducing 
this epistle. Paul has finished his work in the eastern half of the empire, 
is en route to Jerusalem with the collection that I and II Corinthians have 
anticipated, hopes afterwards to come for the first time to Rome, and then 
eventually get to the westernmost part of the empire in Spain. This probably 
dates the letter to the very end of Paul’s three month stay in Greece, at 
the end of his third missionary journey, just as he was getting ready to sail 
for Syria (Acts 20:2-3). The reference to the greetings sent by Erastus, the 
director of public works in the city from which he was writing (Romans 
16:23), would seem to point specifically to Corinth, since an inscription 
has been discovered there bearing the name of precisely such an individual 
in that kind of position. Since Paul is imprisoned shortly after arriving in 
Jerusalem (Acts 21:33) and remains there for two years until the governor, 
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Felix, is succeeded by Festus (24:27), and because that change of leadership 
most probably occurred in AD 59, we should probably date Romans to 57, 
roughly a year after Paul wrote II Corinthians.

b. This letter marks a turning point in Paul’s career. He is looking to evangelize 
new territories, though little does he know that it will be by way of 
imprisonment (see Acts 27–28 as Paul does eventually get to Rome, remains 
under house-arrest, but preaches the gospel freely to many who come to 
hear him). This is also the first letter he has written to a church he did not 
personally found. No one knows who did; the roots may go all the way back 
to Pentecostal pilgrims returning from Jerusalem to Rome after AD 30 or 33 
(Acts 2.10). In 49 the emperor Claudius had expelled the Jews from Rome. 
According to the Roman historian Suetonius, this was due to instigation of a 
riot led by someone named Chrestus. Because the Latin for Christ is only one 
letter different from this (Christus), many historians think this is a garbled 
reference to Christian and non-Christian Jews squabbling over the truth of 
the gospel. By 54, after Claudius’ death, Jews began to return, but the church 
would have been almost exclusively Gentile for about 5 years. This may 
have led to tensions between Jewish and Gentile Christians, not necessarily 
resolved by 57, and Paul would be writing in part to try to unify these two 
factions. But he also introduces himself and his message by giving the fullest 
and most systematic exposition of the gospel for a church which had not yet 
heard him personally. We may think of the epistle as an ambassadorial letter 
to pave the way for Paul’s hoped-for visit.

Analysis

V. Introduction (1:1-15)

a. Paul’s customary greetings and thanksgiving both take on particularly 
detailed and theological forms. In his salutation (vv. 1-7), Paul includes 
important information about his master (Jesus as both human and divine—
vv. 3-4),51 his mission (the apostle to the Gentile world, of which Rome is 
the heart—v. 5a), and his message (“the obedience that comes from faith”—v. 
5b—a key statement for understanding his later positive statements about 
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good works). In his thanksgiving (vv. 8-15), he notes the positive reputation 
the Roman church has in general and the mutual encouragement he 
therefore anticipates from his hoped for visit.

VI. Theological Exposition of the Gospel (1:16–11:36)

a. Thesis: Righteousness revealed by faith (1:16-17)
i. In two succinct verses, Paul sets forward his gospel in a nutshell. 

Contra is the typical Jewish nationalism of the day—his message is 
for all people, but with the Jews as God’s originally chosen people 
always having first chance to respond (v. 16). Contra focuses on good 
works. It is a righteousness conferred by God and received entirely 
by faith (v. 17). Luther’s breakthrough at the time of the Reformation 
was the recognition that “the righteousness of God” was not merely 
an attribute God possessed but a gift that He granted to those who 
believed (cf. 3:22). “Faith” in the Habakkuk quote (v. 17b; cf. Habakkuk 
2:4), however, referred also to “faithfulness,” so Paul’’s words do not 
rule out good works as an appropriate response to God’s gift (recall 
1:5).

b. The universal sin of humanity (1:18–3:20)
i. Before one can appreciate a message of salvation, however, one needs 

to recognize the need for a Savior. So Paul speaks also of the wrath of 
God being revealed, because all are sinful and alienated from him. 

1. Among Gentiles (1:18-32)
A. Paul first demonstrates this point for the Gentile world (1:18-

32). 
I. Because they are accountable for their knowledge of 

God and the existence of moral standards (vv. 19-20, 
32)

1. General revelation—what all humans can know 
whether or not they have God’s revealed Word—
gives people enough knowledge to hold them 
accountable for their sins. Verses 19-20 contain 
the seeds of the teleological argument for God’s 
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existence—the argument from design in the 
universe. Verse 32 lays the foundation for the moral 
argument: humans are the only life forms that 
establish behavior as moral or immoral. 

ii. Because they have rebelled against God via idolatry and immorality 
(vv. 21-31)

1. But given the data that should enable people to recognize the 
existence of God and a moral structure to the universe, humans 
often suppress that knowledge (v. 18b), rebel, and become 
idolaters instead (vv. 21-23). Worshiping created things rather 
than the Creator then leads them into immorality, particularly in 
the area of sexuality (vv. 24-31). Interestingly, heterosexual and 
homosexual sins are both listed here (vv. 24, 26-27), neither any 
worse nor any better than the other. As a result, Paul declares 
three times that God gives them over to their corruption (vv. 24, 
26, and 28). As C. S. Lewis often said, “There are only two kinds of 
people in the world: those who say to God, ‘thy will be done,’ and 
those to whom God says, ‘thy will be done.’” This is the best way 
to understand God’s wrath—not via the spiteful vindictiveness of 
most human analogies but as the just expression of His love.

iii. Leading to the revelation of God’s wrath (v. 18)
iv. Note monotheism—polytheism sequence throughout


