
Outline - The Ancient Church  - CH501
© 2021 Our Daily Bread University. All rights reserved.

LESSON 18 of 24
CH501

The Councilliar Epoch

The Ancient Church
 

This course is offered through Our Daily Bread University. To learn more, visit us at odbu.org.

Course Outline

The Superiority of Christ, Part 2

Hebrews 6:13–13:25

II.  Three concluding observations
1. But whichever perspective one adopts, it is 

important to recognize that Calvinists and 
Arminians alike are in agreement that Hebrews 
holds out no eternal hope for those who repudiate 
Christ. On the other hand, other texts that speak of 
this unforgivable sin (Mark 3:29 pars.) make it clear 
that these are people who implacably oppose God. 
Scripture never depicts a scenario where a person 
who wants to repent is refused forgiveness.

iv. Reassurance: The certainty of God’s promise (6:13-20)
1. What is more, immediately after this severe threat, the author 

goes on to reassure his readers about the certainty of God’s 
promises (6:13-20)—that God’s people will be preserved in great 
numbers—important consolation for a church on the verge of 
intense persecution. The argument is “from the lesser to the 
greater”: if human promises are ratified by swearing by a great 
power, how much more so with God.

v. Comparison: The priesthoods of Levi/Aaron and Jesus—differences 
(7:1-28)—Jesus a priest like Melchizedek

1. Chapter 7, 1-28 returns to a comparison of the Old Testament 
priests and Jesus, this time stressing their differences. These can 
be summed up in the idea of Jesus as a priest after the type of 
Melchizedek (cf. Genesis 14:18-20). By human lineage, Jesus could 
not even qualify as a priest—He was from the tribe of Judah, not 
Levi. But Melchizedek represents a different way to qualify as a 
high priest. 
A. Melchizedek’s superiority over Abraham (vv. 1-10)

I. Verses 1-10 point out the superiority of this 
Melchizedekian priesthood.149

II. This obscure religious leader in pagan, Canaanite Salem 
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(precursor to Jerusalem) somehow had knowledge of 
“God most high,” the God of Abraham (v. 1). And his 
priesthood is described as eternal: without mother, 
father, genealogy or beginning or end of life, he remains 
a priest forever “like the Son of God” (v. 3) The word 
“like” makes it improbable that Hebrews thought that 
Melchizedek was the pre-incarnate Christ. The rest of 
the wording of this verse should probably be translated, 
“without record of father or mother . . .” (cf. GNB).150 
The point is that Melchizedek did not derive his 
priesthood from ancestral credentials nor pass it on to 
any descendants. On this model, then Christ too could 
be considered a high priest.

B. The inferiority of Levi’s priesthood (vv. 11-21)
I. The rest of the chapter unpacks how Christ’s 

Melchizedekian priesthood is superior to the Levitical 
priesthood (vv. 11-28): Abraham tithed to Melchizedek 
as a sign of submission to a higher authority. But 
Levi, and all subsequent priests, were descendants 
of Abraham and so, implicitly, also subordinate to 
Melchizedek. 

C. Central implication: the superiority of Jesus (vv. 22-28)
I. If Christ’s priesthood is on a par with Melchizedek’s 

rather than Levi’s, then Jesus is supreme over the 
Levitical priests. In fact, unlike any other sacrifice, 
Christ’s is once-for-all (v. 27). No other world religion 
makes so strong a claim!

d. Over the Old Covenant (8:1–10:39)
i. Comparison: Old and new covenants (8:1–10:18)

1. The two-part thesis introduced (8:1-13)
A. From comparing priesthoods, it is a natural next step to 

compare covenants. Jeremiah had prophesied of a new 
covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34), Jesus had applied that 
language to the wine that symbolized His crucifixion (Luke 
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22:20), and now Hebrews draws a further conclusion: 
the Mosaic covenant must be old and on the verge of 
disappearance (8:13)151 The writer, in fact, makes two 
main points throughout these three chapters: (1) The Old 
Testament tabernacle prefigured a superior, spiritual form 
of worship; and (2) The Mosaic economy has given way 
to a superior, more internalized covenant. Chapter 8:1-
13 introduces both of these theses—vv. 1-6 describe the 
typological significance of the tabernacle, employing a 
cosmological dualism between earth and heaven; then vv. 
7-13 describe the prophecy of a need for a new covenant, 
employing eschatological dualism between old and new ages.

2. The thesis elaborated (9:1-28)
A. Comparison of tabernacles (vv. 1-14)

I. Chapter 9 elaborates these two theses. Verses 1-14 
compare the earthly and heavenly tabernacles. The key 
point of vv. 1-10 comes in v. 8: even the holiest aspect 
of all Judaism could not provide what Christ did--
complete and final salvation. But this is precisely what 
Christ’s death did, surpassing the efficacy of the blood 
of animals (vv. 11-14). 

B. Comparison of covenants (vv. 15-28)
I. Verses 15-28 expand on the comparison between 

covenants, exploiting the potential play on words 
in Greek (diatheke could mean either “covenant” 
or “will”). The point is that a representative and 
substitutionary death is needed before one can be 
released from the old covenant (see especially v. 22). 
This death (of Christ) is once-for-all, not repeated, and 
leads to judgment for all humanity immediately upon 
one’s death (v. 27), an important rebuttal to all claims 
that we will have a second-chance after death to repent.

C. The thesis reiterated (10:1-18)
I. Chapter 10:1-18 reiterates the two prongs of the 
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author’s argument once more. Verses 1-10 enumerate 
the imperfections of the old sacrificial system, while vv. 
11-18 itemize the perfections of the new covenant. 

ii. Implication: An urgent call to perseverance (10:19-39)
1. Not surprisingly, 10:19-39 follows with the fourth warning 

passage in the letter: an urgent call to perseverance. 
A. The privileges of the new covenant to be embraced (vv. 19-

25)
I. The immense privileges of the new covenant must be 

embraced (vv. 19-25) by taking advantage of the new 
intimacy of access to God (vv. 19-22), by faithfulness 
to our professions of belief (v. 23), and by corporate 
worship and fellowship, encouraging one another to 
love and good deeds (w. 24-25). 

B. The consequences of spurning these privileges to be avoided 
(vv. 26-39)
I. By way of contrast, vv. 26-39 describes the dire 

consequences of spurning these privileges. These verses 
contain as harsh “judgment” language as any in the 
New Testament. Commentators will usually interpret 
vv. 26-29 to match their understanding of 6:4-6. The 
expression that leads many to take the people described 
here as originally true believers is “the blood of the 
covenant that sanctified” in v. 29. But “sanctification” 
does not always mean growth in Christian living, as 
so often in Paul, but merely a “setting apart” of some 
kind. And in 9:13 it is clearly used in the ritual sense of 
outward cleansing only, and that understanding may 
be in view here in 10:29 as well. Verses 32-39 close this 
section—much as 6:9-12 qualified 6:1-8—with a note of 
hope that the readers of this letter will indeed persevere 
and demonstrate themselves to be truly saved.

e. Over Previous Heroes of the Faith (11:1–12:29)
i. The roll call of the saints (11:1-40)



Outline - The Ancient Church  - CH501
© 2021 Our Daily Bread University. All rights reserved.

LESSON 18 of 24
CH501

The Councilliar Epoch

The Ancient Church
 

This course is offered through Our Daily Bread University. To learn more, visit us at odbu.org.

Course Outline

1. Definition of the faith (v. 1)
A. This chapter has often been described as a “roll call” of Old 

Testament saints. At one level, it provides an important 
definition of faith—believing in God’s promises about the 
future despite the appearances of the present (v. 1). 

2. Illustrations of faith (vv. 2-38)
A. Then it gives a host of Old Testament illustrations (vv. 2-38): 

the creation of the world ex nihilo (out of nothing; v. 3); 
Abel’s better sacrifice (v. 4); Enoch’s “translation” (vv. 5-6); 
Noah taking God at his word (v. 7); Abraham’s journeys, 
the birth of Isaac and his near-sacrifice (vv. 8-19); the 
dying words of Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph (vv. 20-22); Moses’ 
mother disobeying Pharaoh, followed by Moses’ rejection 
of his Egyptian upbringing and his role in the Passover and 
Exodus (vv. 23-29); the conquest of Jericho and the salvation 
of Rahab (vv. 30-31); as well as many other saints of old 
who were either victorious temporarily (vv. 32-35a) or who 
remained faithful despite cruel suffering (vv. 35b-38). 

3. Outcome of faith (vv. 39-40)
A. Verses 39-40 close the chapter by stressing that not all 

receive the complete fulfillment of many of God’s promises 
in this age and that no one receives it all (v. 39). Why so? 
Because God is delaying that complete fulfillment, which can 
only happen at the end of the age, so that more might have 
time to become part of His kingdom (v. 40).

ii. The key to perseverance—focus on Jesus (12:1-13)
1. At another level, however, this chapter forms an introduction 

for chapter 12, which shows that the author is still thinking 
about Christ’s supremacy. Despite these wonderful role models 
to look back on, who are now cheering us on in our race of life 
(12:1), Christ is our only perfect model and the one on whom our 
ultimate attention should be focused (vv. 2-3). If we go through 
hard times before then (v. 4), we must recognize their disciplinary 
function (vv. 5-13). 
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iii. Final warnings against refusal (12:14-29)
1. And for the last time, Hebrews issues one of its solemn warnings 

against refusing God’s plan of salvation (vv. 14-29). Let us never 
forfeit our spiritual birthright as Esau did his material one (vv. 
16-17). Let us recognize that we can draw near to a spiritual 
mountain (Zion)—God’s presence—with joy and not with the fear 
with which the Israelites approached Mt. Sinai (vv. 18-24). Verses 
25-29 offer the final “from the lesser to the greater” argument: if 
rejection of the old covenant brought terrifying judgment, how 
much more that of the new.

III. Concluding Remarks (13:1-25)

a. Various exhortations (vv. 1-19)
i. Verses 13:1-19 complete the author’s parenesis with various 

exhortations: a call to love and hospitality (vv. 1-3); a warning against 
immorality and idolatry (vv. 4-6); encouragement to imitate the good 
example of past Christian leaders (vv. 7-8);152  a reminder to replace 
Judaizing ceremonies with a “sacrifice” of praise, good works, and 
fellowship (vv. 9-16); and a call to submit to spiritual authorities (v. 
17) and to pray for the epistle writer(s) (vv. 18-19). 

b. Doxology (vv. 20-21)

c. Formal closing (vv. 22-25)

Application

I. No other New Testament document has so strong and sustained an emphasis 
on the perfect deity and humanity of Christ, leading to His unique, once-for-all 
redemption. No stronger warnings exist against rejecting this gospel in favor of 
any other religious alternatives. Hebrews’ audience was tempted to lapse back into 
a safe form of civil religion (in their case, Judaism) to avoid persecution. American 
Christianity counts huge numbers of nominal adherents who identify with the 
movement but only to the extent that it is socially acceptable. It may be that 
only the crucible of suffering and persecution can prove the reality of professions 
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of faith. If so, a huge percentage of professing American Christianity remains 
untested, at least to the extent that many Christians throughout church history 
and in other parts of the world today have been tested. Hebrews would allege that 
Christ’s supremacy, however, makes it ludicrous, indeed damning, to consider any 
other religious world view or alternative.


