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I. On the Need to Identify Theological Method

a. The sinfulness and shortsightedness of human imagination make intuitive 
accounts of deity questionable.

b. Speech of God must be distinguished from important social, political, and 
moral agendas.

c. “Faith” is not an inherently subjective modality prejudicing perception, but 
an objective event within which reality is structured.

I. Confession

d. No one has gone from time to eternity and returned to explain God; our 
thought and speech of God rely upon His coming from eternity to time.

e. Theology is not a linear accumulation of data, but an encounter with the 
living voice of God.

I. Response

f. Theology takes place “on the way,” in the midst of God’s creative and 
preserving Word.

g. Thinking and speaking of God from any position not subordinate to His own 
thought and speech reverses the God-human relationship.

I. Dialectic

h. Theology reflects God’s “no” and “yes” to humankind in Jesus Christ.

i. The discipline is neither judgmental criticism nor uncritical affirmation 
of various accounts of encounter with God, but ongoing formulations in-
between these poles. 

I. Exegesis
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j. Theology is ministry to the Word of God.

k. Its task is to make the Word known as the ground, meaning, and goal of all 
things.

I. Theology in a Secular World

l. No “material principle” will make the truth of theology palatable in any 
lasting sense.

m. No apologetic proof will ultimately make theological truth relevant.

n. Theology’s claims will be as relevant as God’s own to the extent that they 
reflect His Word.


