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COURSE SYLLABUS

ML508: Women and Church 
Leadership
Course Lecturer: Alice Mathews, PhD
Distinguished Professor Emerita of Educational and Women’s 
Ministries at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary

About This Course                                                                                                                                                 

This course was originally created through the Institute of Theological 
Studies in association with the Evangelical Seminary Deans’ Council. There 
are nearly 100 evangelical seminaries of various denominations represented 
within the council and many continue to use the ITS courses to supplement 
their curriculum. The lecturers were selected primarily by the Deans’ 
Council as highly recognized scholars in their particular fields of study.

Course Description 
                                                                                                                                                

In Women and Church Leadership, you will work with biblical, theological, historical and contemporary 
issues and models for the ministries of women. In particular, you will examine these issues in the 
light of the best recent scholarship and in the light of current denominational debates on the 
question of women’s ordination to pastoral ministry or other types of leadership in the church. 

The subject of this course is one that is critical in the church today. CUGN encourages you to 
approach the subject with an open mind and heart as you review all perspectives on the issue. The 
goal of the course is to help you develop a point of view that is theologically sound and that fits 
with your personal convictions.

(If you are interested in a somewhat different perspective on women in leadership roles within the 
church, CUGN also offers ML505 Ministering to Women in the Church by Lucy Mabery-Foster, PhD)

Course Objectives                 
 

Upon completion of the course, the student should be able to do the following:
• Articulate the relevant issues on all sides of the question of women and church leadership.
• State his/her own biblical and theological understanding and the position he/she has come 

to as a result of having taken this course.
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Accessibility                  

If you have particular accessibility needs, please contact the CUGN Registrar at the beginning of the 
course.  This will allow us to work directly with you to make efforts to accommodate your situation 
and ensure as full as possible accessibility to the course.

Course Lecturer 
                                                                                                                                                

Alice Mathews, PhD
Education:
• Iliff School of Theology/University of Denver, PhD
• Michigan State University, MA
• Bob Jones University, BA

Teaching Career:
• Academic Dean, Christian University GlobalNet
• Lois W. Bennett Distinguished Professor Emerita of Educational and Women’s Ministries, Gordon-

Conwell Theological Seminary
• Academic Dean, Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary

Other Career Highlights:
• Co-host, Discover the Word radio program with Mart DeHaan and Haddon Robinson
• Frequent teacher and conference speaker throughout North America and other parts of the world
• Involved since 1970 in women’s ministries both in North America and overseas, including 17 years 

spent serving in churches in France and Austria

Publications:
• Author of several books of Bible studies for women, as well as a homiletics textbook, Preaching 

That Speaks to Women, and a marriage textbook, Marriage Made in Eden, co-authored with M. Gay 
Hubbard

• Contributed chapters to eight other edited volumes

Online Professor 
                                                                                                                                                

If you are taking this course for credit, CUGN will assign one of its faculty members as the online 
professor for this course. This professor will contact you upon enrollment in the course and will guide 
your study. Your online professor will be available to you by email and, at set times, by chat room or 
other real-time technology.  Your online professor will do the following in order to stimulate student 
involvement and facilitate effective learning:

• Evaluate and assign grades to all coursework.
• Provide assistance with technological problems that may occur.
• Answer questions that may arise.
• Issue your final grades.
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Course Texts 
                                                                                                                                                

There is no text assigned for outside reading, but you will create an online tagged and annotated 
bibliography that will mirror reading related to this course or that you plan to do in the future.

Academic Honesty                  

At CUGN, we believe all we do is “as unto the Lord” and we thus hold to a high academic standard of 
honesty; we do not tolerate plagiarism and cheating.  Students found guilty of any form of academic 
dishonesty face consequences ranging from interaction with the Academic Dean to expulsion from 
CUGN.

Quizzes and Exams: Any student found guilty of cheating on a quiz or exam will automatically receive 
a score of zero for that quiz or exam.  A second offense will result in automatic course failure and 
possible disciplinary action and/or expulsion from CUGN.  Please view the CUGN Academic Catalog 
for a full definition and examples of cheating.

Plagiarism:  If a student’s work is found to be plagiarized, consequences will vary depending on the 
nature of the plagiarism.

If an offense is deemed unintentional, the student will have an opportunity to resubmit the work.  A 
second offense will result in an automatic score of zero for that assignment, which may also result in 
failure of that course.

More serious plagiarism offenses could result in automatic course failure, disciplinary action, or 
expulsion from CUGN.  Please view the CUGN Academic Catalog for a full definition and examples of 
plagiarism.  If you have questions about plagiarism, or would like to request resources for learning how 
to avoid plagiarism, please contact our Registrar’s Office at registrar@cugn.org or toll free at (888) 
487-5376 ext. 3.

Course Requirements 
                                                                                                                                                

1. Time: The student is required to follow the course schedule (see Lesson Topics and Assignments 
below) to complete the course in 8 weeks. 

2. Recorded Lectures:  The student is required to listen to all 14 audio lectures (including the 
course Introduction) recorded by Dr. Alice Mathews.

3. Reading: See the Course Bibliography in the Before You Begin section of the course for suggested 
readings that you may or may not choose to add to your own bibliography. There will also be shorter 
required readings interspersed in the various segments of the course.

4. Outlines: The written texts of the lectures and guided outlines to assist in note-taking are made 
available in each course lecture

5. Blog Posts: As you move through the 14 lectures, you will find that the course is designed for 
your ongoing interaction with the materials being presented. Your blog posts will constitute the 
ongoing “testing” of your involvement with the course subject matter. Your online professor will 
have access to your blog to monitor your progress in the course.
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6. Online Bibliography: You will be asked to set up a free account at LibraryThing.com for tracking 
the books and articles referenced in the course for your possible future use. You will tag each entry 
and provide comments to remind yourself of what stood out in terms of content and insights. 
Developing this bibliographic tool will be important in the overall purpose of the course. Specific 
instructions for creating this bibliography will be given in the introductory lecture.

7. Papers: While the blog postings will constitute half of your grade, you will also submit two papers:

• The major paper at the end of the course gives you an opportunity to gather up all of your 
thinking throughout the course and lay out where you come out on the issues of women and 
church leadership. This paper should be at least 2,000 words in length and should include your 
reasons for the stance you take on the subject at hand. This paper should be a serious effort to 
come to grips with biblical, theological and historical materials covered in the course and to 
chart your own convictions with substantiating “evidence” to buttress your position.

• The second paper is shorter and constitutes a report on what you’ve learned about the stated 
or unstated stance of your church or your denomination on the question of women and church 
leadership. If you have documentation (actions taken at denominational or church meetings, 
etc.) for whatever stance your church/denomination has adopted, include those documents in 
your report. In many cases, denominations or churches have avoided taking a position; in such 
cases you can write your paper to lay out what seems to be the unstated but practiced position 
of your religious group. This paper should be at least 500 words in length, longer if necessary, 
depending on what you have learned about your church or denomination’s stance on this issue.

Course Grading 
                                                                                                                                                

Your grade for the course will be determined as follows:

Blog Posts 50% of Course Grade
Final Paper 40% of Course Grade
Denominational/Church Report 10% of Course Grade
Total 100%

Grades will be issued within two weeks of the end of the course.

Lesson Topics and Assignments 
                                                                                                                                                

Week 1

• Work through the Introduction lecture
• Work through Segment 1: The Hermeneutical Challenge
• Enter all required blog posts
• Build online bibliography using LibraryThing.com 
• Complete any required reading and/or exercises
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Week 2
• Work through Segment 2: Old Testament Women in Religious Leadership
• Work through Segment 3: Women in the Gospels
• Enter all required blog posts
• Build online bibliography using LibraryThing.com
• Complete any required reading and/or exercises

Week 3

• Work through Segment 4: Positive Images of Women in Leadership in New Testament Churches 
(Romans 16:1-12)

• Work through Segment 5: Restricted Roles for Women in Leadership in New Testament Churches: 
Exploring 1 Timothy 2:1-15 and 1 Corinthians 14:34-35

• Enter all required blog posts
• Build online bibliography using LibraryThing.com
• Complete any required reading and/or exercises

Week 4

• Work through Segment 6: 1 Timothy 2:13-14 Takes Us Back to Genesis 1–3
• Work through Segment 7: Exploring the Nature of Ministry
• Enter all required blog posts
• Build online bibliography using LibraryThing.com
• Complete any required reading and/or exercises

Week 5

• Work through Segment 8: Dealing with KEPHALE in Paul’s Letters
• Work through Segment 9: A Further Look at Women in the Pauline Churches
• Enter all required blog posts
• Build online bibliography using LibraryThing.com
• Complete any required reading and/or exercises

Week 6

• Work through Segment 10: The Early Church Fathers in Their Cultural Setting
• Work through Segment 11: Patristic, Medieval, and Reformation Ideas about Women in Leadership
• Enter all required blog posts
• Build online bibliography using LibraryThing.com
• Complete any required reading and/or exercises
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Week 7
• Work through Segment 12: Changing Patterns for Women from the 17th to the 21st Centuries
• Work through Segment 13: A Retrospective on the Course
• Enter all required blog posts
• Build online bibliography using LibraryThing.com
• Complete any required reading and/or exercises

Week 8

• Write position paper on the subject of roles of women in church leadership
• Write church/denominational report
• Submit both papers

Course Wrap-Up 
                                                                                                                                                

Completion of all coursework will include submission of the following:

• Position paper on women in church leadership
• Denominational or church report
• All blog entries
• Course evaluation form

Notes Regarding This Syllabus 
                                                                                                                                                

This syllabus is designed to provide learners with an overview of the course. CUGN’s online professor 
may provide specific instructions related to assignments for each lesson.

Succeeding in Your Online Course 
                                                                                                                                                

1. Remember that this is a full semester’s study. Therefore, expect that there will be a significant time 
commitment needed in order to complete all the requirements.

2. If you have any questions about the course delivery program or the course requirements, schedule, 
or assignments, please contact your online professor who is ready and willing to help you have a 
successful online learning experience.

3. Technological problems may occur. Be sure to have a back-up plan in case of computer failure or 
late arrival of textbooks.  

4. The satisfaction you get from this course will, in large part, depend on your involvement in 
processing the materials in the lectures and in the readings. So think carefully about what you are 
learning and how it can be applied to your life and ministry. 

5. Enjoy, learn, challenge, and be challenged!


