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COURSE SYLLABUS

OT217: Numbers-Joshua:
The Tragedy of Fear and the Glory 
of Faith
Course Lecturer: Douglas Stuart, PhD

Course Description 
                                                                                                                                                

Numbers-Joshua: The Tragedy of Fear and the Glory of Faith is a study of contrasts. Israel’s fear 
prevented them from entering the land God promised to give them, resulting in the story of 
wandering and death recorded in Numbers. In contrast, the books of Deuteronomy and Joshua 
record the preparation and triumph of faith as the people allowed God to win the Promised Land 
for them.

Course Objectives                 
 

1. To introduce students to survey information of the Old Testament
2. To help students develop critical and practical aptitudes in understanding the Bible 
3. To provide scholarly information that will help students better understand the historical 

and biblical context of the Old Testament

Accessibility                 
 

If you have particular accessibility needs, please contact the CUGN Registrar at the beginning 
of the course.  This will allow us to work directly with you to make efforts to accommodate your 
situation and ensure as full as possible accessibility to the course.

Course Lecturer 
                                                                                                                                                

Douglas K. Stuart, PhD
Education:
• Harvard University, PhD
• Yale Divinity School, graduate studies
• Harvard University, BA

Teaching Career:
• Professor of Old Testament, specializing in Assyrian and Babylonian languages and literature, 

Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary
• Co-chair of the Old Testament Colloquium for the Boston Theological Institute
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• Visiting professor, guest lecturer, and speaker at colleges, seminaries, and universities across the 
United States

Other Career Highlights:
• Activity in several organizations, including The Evangelical Theological Society, the International 

Organization for Septuagint and Cognate Studies, and the Society of Biblical Literature
• Radio and television broadcasts, including appearances in both Mysteries of the Bible and Christianity: 

The First Thousand Years
• Ordained minister, pastoring numerous churches in Massachusetts and New Hampshire
• Ministry work among gypsies in Eastern Europe
• Fluent in several languages and able to navigate through several others, including Arabic, Aramaic, 

Assyrian, Babylonian, Egyptian, English, French, German, Greek, Hebrew, Italian, Latin, Romanian, 
Syriac, Targumic Aramaic, and Ugaritic

Publications:
• Author of several books, including Old Testament Exegesis: A Primer for Students and Pastors, Studies 

in Early Hebrew Meter, and various Bible commentaries including volumes on Hosea, Ezekiel, 
Malachi, and Jonah. His most bestselling book, How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth, has been 
translated into more than 20 languages.

• Author of numerous journal articles for publications such as Christianity Today, Decision Magazine, 
the Journal of Biblical Literature, and Hebrew Union College Annual

Academic Honesty                  

At CUGN, we believe all we do is “as unto the Lord” and we thus hold to a high academic standard of 
honesty; we do not tolerate plagiarism and cheating.  Students found guilty of any form of academic 
dishonesty face consequences ranging from interaction with the Academic Dean to expulsion from 
CUGN.

Quizzes and Exams: Any student found guilty of cheating on a quiz or exam will automatically receive 
a score of zero for that quiz or exam.  A second offense will result in automatic course failure and 
possible disciplinary action and/or expulsion from CUGN.  Please view the CUGN Academic Catalog 
for a full definition and examples of cheating.

Plagiarism:  If a student’s work is found to be plagiarized, consequences will vary depending on the 
nature of the plagiarism.

If an offense is deemed unintentional, the student will have an opportunity to resubmit the work.  A 
second offense will result in an automatic score of zero for that assignment, which may also result in 
failure of that course.

More serious plagiarism offenses could result in automatic course failure, disciplinary action, or 
expulsion from CUGN.  Please view the CUGN Academic Catalog for a full definition and examples of 
plagiarism.  If you have questions about plagiarism, or would like to request resources for learning how 
to avoid plagiarism, please contact our Registrar’s Office at registrar@cugn.org or toll free at (888) 
487-5376 ext. 3.
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Course Methods 
                                                                                                                                                

Throughout this course, a number of methods will be used to engage the students in learning and 
processing information, interacting with other students (when possible), and applying the learning to 
their lives. These methods include the following: 

Media/Materials
The course will include media presentations of lectures and supplementary materials to be viewed 
and/or read throughout the lessons of the course.

• Video-based teaching 
If you do not have the bandwidth required to view the video, we provide the option of 
listening to the lesson or reading the lesson from a transcript.  

• Multisensory learning 
For students who wish to use a medium other than video, we provide the option of reading the 
lesson from a transcript of the teaching video (found in the Class Time Activity). Students can 
choose the medium (or combination of media) that most closely aligns with their individual 
learning styles. 

• Readings and other media 
Students should have a copy of the Bible available in order to read the complete books of the 
Bible assigned in each lesson. In addition, Scripture passages are linked to online Bible tools 
for convenience. These online resources also provide an opportunity for students for whom 
English is a second language to read the Bible passages in one of numerous international 
translations available. 

For all other required reading assignments, CUGN provides the texts for this course in a 
downloadable Adobe® PDF format. 

Interaction
Whether sitting in a traditional classroom or studying from a distance, students benefit from 
interaction and collaboration with other students. In order to meet this need in distance theological 
education, CUGN offers structures and resources to encourage effective community interaction in 
this course. 

Response Time
This forum fosters peer-to-peer interaction in a global, threaded discussion. Students are required 
to respond to relevant questions posted by the instructors; students are also encouraged to read and 
respond to the posts of fellow students.

Reflection
Through journaling and the use of interactive exercises, CUGN provides many opportunities for 
students to reflect on what they have learned, what they believe, and where they are challenged. The 
goal of these reflections is personal spiritual growth and transformation.
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Blog
Many of the assignments ask students to record their thoughts in a course blog. Blog entries can be 
viewed only by the student and by the site administrator, and are not graded.

Lesson Objectives 
                                                                                                                                                

At the end of each lesson, students should be able to accomplish the objectives listed below.

Lesson 1:  Numbers: Life in a Parenthesis

• Describe how God prepared Israel to take the Promised Land and live in it.
• Explain why the generation of Israel who left Egypt died in the desert instead of living in the 

lands.
• Discover principles that cultivate your faith and encourage your obedience.
• Deepen your commitment to follow God wherever He leads. 

Lesson 2:  The Bible & Two Crucial Disciplines for Studying It

• Discuss the Bible as God’s self-revelation.
• Define and explain the roles of “covenant” and “authority” as they relate to Scripture.
• Discuss key geographical terms and locations used in the biblical text.
• Explain the role of archaeology in biblical studies and name nine archaeological periods.
• Develop greater skill and accuracy in your study of the Old Testament.

Lesson 3:  Deuteronomy & Joshua: The Benefits of Obedience

• Explain how God “personalized” His covenant relationship with Israel’s second generation.
• Describe the specific responsibilities and privileges of being God’s holy people.
• Describe specific instances of God’s intervention to give His people impossible victories.
• Develop greater confidence in God’s power for your own walk to victory.

Course Requirements 
                                                                                                                                                

In order to receive credit, the student must complete the course requirements within a 90-day period.  
Those requirements include: 

• Viewing the Class Time lectures for each lesson
• Reading Bible passages as assigned for each lesson
• Reading the Bible commentary sections as assigned for each lesson
• Participating in the Response Time forum
• Becoming familiar with Glossary terms
• Keeping a blog in response to reflection questions
• Taking three quizzes and a final examination, scoring a 70% or higher average
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Additional information about these requirements is provided below.

Class Time

The Class Time section of the course includes the following:

• Lesson Goals: The Lesson Goals describe the learning outcomes you should achieve by the 
end of the course.

• Adventuring Through the Bible by Ray Stedman:  Adventuring Through the Bible is 
provided for your convenience.  If you prefer a different approach, feel free to use a Bible 
commentary of your choosing.  If you are taking the course for credit or certification, 
however, please let our Registrar know the commentary and format you are using so your 
reading can be validated offline.  Please note: In order to balance the number of required 
readings throughout the course, the readings assigned from Adventuring Through the Bible 
may not always align directly with the Scripture readings for each lesson.

Lesson 1: From Failure to Victory

Lesson 2: The Law That Brings Deliverance

Lesson 3: Guidebook to Victory

• Bible reading: The books of the Bible covered in this course should be read completely at 
least once. 
Lesson 1: Book of Numbers

Lesson 2: Book of Deuteronomy

Lesson 3: Book of Joshua
 

• Additional Resources: Within Class Time you will find a link to Additional Resources 
provided to supplement your learning.  These Additional Resources can also be accessed 
outside of Class Time, from your main course page.  They are described in detail later in 
the syllabus.

• Lectures: The lessons in this course include 25–30 minutes of lecture. These instructional 
lectures are required viewing, and can be watched as many times as needed. The same 
content is available in a text file (PDF) (located in the Class Time activity) for students 
who can benefit from this alternative media.  Each lecture includes an ungraded quiz that 
students can use to test their knowledge along the way.

Lesson 1: Numbers: Life in a Parenthesis

Lesson 2: The Bible and Two Crucial Disciplines for Studying It

Lesson 3: Deuteronomy and Joshua: The Benefits of Obedience
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• Philip Yancey devotionals: The lessons in this course contain related devotionals 
narrated by well-known author, Philip Yancey.  These devotionals (required viewing) 
highlight the people, events, and the consequential circumstances from selected passages 
covered in each lesson and also provide a devotional element to this study.

Lesson 1: Philip Yancey – Mutiny (Numbers 14)

Lesson 2: Philip Yancey – An Arm Too Short (Numbers 11)

Lesson 2: Philip Yancey – This Time With Courage (Joshua 2) 

addiTional ResouRCes 

These resources are provided to supplement your learning.

• Shockwave® interactive exercises: Each of the lessons in this course may contain 
interactive exercises that are formatted in the Adobe Shockwave format (Free Adobe 
Shockwave browser plug-in required). 

Lesson 1
• Chronology
• Numbers - Overview

Lesson 2
• Geography (Intro)
• Geography (Study)
• Geography (Interactive exercise)
• Geography (Review)

Lesson 3
• Deuteronomy - Overview
• Joshua - Overview

Response Time

Participants will interact with other students worldwide in an ongoing asynchronous threaded forum 
of several course topics in each lesson. 

In order to get the fullest benefit from the Response Time forum, students should complete the 
Response Time assignment after they have completed Class Time. Then they should return to 
Response Time after finishing the lesson to see how others respond. The following steps are 
instructions to the students for completing the assignment:

• Enter Response Time.
• Read the instructions and click the Response Time topic. 
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• Read the Response Time question and share your thoughts with others.
• Take the time to read other students’ postings.

CUGN requires that students’ Response Time posts consist of at least 2 to 3 well-developed 
paragraphs.  Think of posts as mini-essays, where you present an idea and support that idea with 
details, examples, personal experiences, etc.

Objective: to develop critical thinking skills through personal interaction with the content of the 
course and the responses of others within a diverse community of learners. 

GlossaRy

Sometimes unfamiliar words appear in the teaching.  Those words are necessary to an understanding 
of the subject matter and, therefore, are listed for students’ review and learning.

Lesson 1 
• Canaan 
• Cushite Woman 
• Defile 
• Kadesh Barnea 
• Midian 
• Moab 
• Tabernacle

Lesson 2
• Enuma Elish 
• Gilgamesh 
• Hammurabi 
• Hurrian Empire 
• Law Codes

Lesson 3
• Ai 
• Herem 
• Jericho 
• Shittim

Quizzes and exam 

The quizzes and exam will cover the material from the Class Time lectures, Bible reading, other 
reading, and devotionals. The Bible reading and textbooks should be read in accordance with the 
schedule of lectures as outlined in this syllabus (i.e., assigned chapters and pages should be read 
along with listening to each lecture).
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Course Grading and Requirements 
                                                                                                                                                

Quizzes and exam

Quizzes 40% of Course Grade
Final Exam 60% of Course Grade

oTheR CouRse ReQuiRemenTs

Course requirements noted in this syllabus will be validated before credit is awarded to any student.

Notes Regarding This Syllabus 
                                                                                                                                                

This syllabus is designed to provide learners with an overview of the course. Specific assignments are 
contained in each lesson. 

Individuals taking the class for academic credit are responsible for the syllabus requirements of the 
specific institution through which the course is offered. Each individual institution has reserved the 
right to add additional reading requirements and to alter the syllabus to meet their accreditation 
requirements. Students seeking academic credit should check with their academic institution for 
details.


