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COURSE SYLLABUS

OT502: Conquest and Settlement
Course Lecturer: John J. Davis, ThD, DD
President and Professor Emeritus at Grace Theological Seminary
About This Course                                                                                                                                                 

This course was originally created through the Institute of Theological 
Studies in association with the Evangelical Seminary Deans’ Council. There 
are nearly 100 evangelical seminaries of various denominations represented 
within the council and many continue to use the ITS courses to supplement 
their curriculum. The lecturers were selected primarily by the Deans’ 
Council as highly recognized scholars in their particular fields of study.

Course Description 
                                                                                                                                                

Few nations have experienced such blessing as has Israel, and few have experienced such failure. 
This course follows the journey of the people of Israel in Joshua, Judges, and Ruth as they cross 
the Jordan River, overtake and divide the land of Palestine, and fall into a repeated cycle of sin and 
repentance. Significant events will be analyzed in their historical and cultural contexts such as the 
fall of Jericho, the day the sun stood still, and the defeat at Ai. Learners will explore the ministries of 
judges including Gideon, Jephthah, and Samson, as well as the life and lessons of Ruth. Throughout 
the course, Davis places emphasis on theological and practical truths gleaned from these books. 

Course Objectives                 
 

Upon completion of the course, the student should be able to do the following:
• Have a basic understanding of the events surrounding Israel’s conquest and settlement of 

Canaan during the days of Joshua and the judges.
• Have a basic working knowledge of the contents of Joshua, Judges and Ruth with respect 

to theological themes, historical developments, personality profiles and archaeological 
problems.

• Arrive at fresh insights with regard to practical Christian living as illustrated by the lives of 
godly saints who lived during that era.

Accessibility                 
 

If you have particular accessibility needs, please contact the CUGN Registrar at the beginning 
of the course.  This will allow us to work directly with you to make efforts to accommodate your 
situation and ensure as full as possible accessibility to the course.



OT502 Course Syllabus | © 2015 Christian University GlobalNet/Our Daily Bread Ministries. All Rights Reserved.  |   2

Course Lecturer 
                                                                                                                                                

John J. Davis, ThD, DD
Education:

• Postgraduate work at the University of Edinburgh, Scotland and the Near East 
School of Archaeology in Jerusalem

• Trinity College, DD
• Grace Theological Seminary, MDiv, ThM, and ThD
• Trinity College, BA

Teaching Career:
• Professor Emeritus, Grace Theological Seminary
• President, Grace Theological Seminary (1986-1993)
• Executive Vice President, Grace Theological Seminary (1976-1982)
• Director of Admissions, Grace Theological Seminary (1972-1976)
• Executive Dean, Near East Institute of Archaeology in Jerusalem, Israel (1970-1971)
• Old Testament and Hebrew Professor, Grace Theological Seminary (1965-2003)
• Instructor in Biblical Archaeology, Grace Theological Seminary (1963-1965)
• Baseball coach, Grace Theological Seminary (1962-1964)
• Visiting professor or lecturer at more than 20 schools, including Concordia Seminary, Covenant 

Theological Seminary, and Talbot School of Theology

Other Career Highlights:
• Activity in ministry or archaeological work in 44 countries, including Albania, Hungary, Korea, and 

Singapore
• Ordained in the Grace Brethren Church in 1962
• Pastor of various churches
• Senior Supervisor of Archaeological Digs in Israel and Jordan for nearly 30 years
• Member of several organizations including the Evangelical Theological Society and the Near East 

Archaeological Society

Publications:
• Numerous journal articles and book publications, including Paradise to Prison, Moses and the Gods 

of Egypt, Biblical Numerology, and Conquest and Crisis: Studies in Joshua, Judges, and Ruth
• Translator and contributor to the NIV Study Bible
• Writer for a regular column called “Outdoor Scene” in the Warsaw-Times Union Newspaper for over 

30 years

Online Professor 
                                                                                                                                                

If you are taking this course for credit, CUGN will assign one of its faculty members as the online 
professor for this course. This professor will contact you upon enrollment in the course and will guide 
your study. Your online professor will be available to you by email and, at set times, by chat room or 
other real-time technology.  Your online professor will do the following in order to stimulate student 
involvement and facilitate effective learning:

• Evaluate and assign grades to all coursework.
• Provide assistance with technological problems that may occur.
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• Answer questions that may arise.
• Issue your final grades.

Course Texts 
                                                                                                                                                

Required:
Davis, John J. Conquest and Crisis. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1969, 176 pp. or

_____ and John C. Whitcomb. Israel: From Conquest to Exile, BMH Books, P.O. 3140 544, Winona Lake, IN 
46590.  (NB. The material in Conquest and Crisis is contained in Israel: From Conquest to Exile, which is 
a single volume of several books authored by Drs. Davis and Whitcomb.  The page numbers will remain 
the same for the assignments.)

Cundall, A. E., and L. Morris. Judges and Ruth in the Tyndale Old Testament Commentary. Downers   
 Grove, IL.: Inter Varsity Press, 1968, 318 pp.

Aharoni, Yohanan and Michael Avi-Yonah. The MacMillan Bible Atlas. New York: The MacMillan   
 Company, 1968. 
 
Collateral Reading:

A. Joshua

Archer, Gleason L. A Survey of Old Testament Introduction. Chicago: Moody Press, 1964, pp. 252-261.

Campbell, Edward F. “The Amarna Letter and the Amarna Period”: in The Biblical Archaeologist, Vol. 
23, No. 1 (Feb., 1960).

Davis, John J. Moses and the Gods of Egypt. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, rev. ed. 1986, pp. 15-40.

Dothan, Trude. “What We Know About the Philistine” in Biblical Archeology Review, Vol. 8 (July/August, 
1982), pp. 20-44.

Harris, R. Laird. “Problem Period in Old Testament History” in The Seminary Review, Vol. 16, No. 1 (Fall, 
1969), pp. 9-18.

Lindblom J. “Lot Casting in the Old Testament” in Vetus Testamentum, Vol. 12, No. 2 (April, 1962).

Pfeiffer, Charles F., ed. The Biblical World. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1966.
“Jericho” (Old Testament) pp. 305-309
“Shechem” pp. 512-522
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“Shiloh” pp. 522-523
“Hazor” pp. 283-286

Pritchard, J. B., ed. The Amarna Letters in Ancient Near Eastern Texts. Princeton: Princeton University 
Press, 1969, pp. 483-490.

Rainey, A. F. “The Kingdom of Ugarit” in The Biblical Archaeologist, Vol. 28, No. 4 (Dec., 1965)

Waltke, Bruce K. “Artifactual Evidence Supporting the Early Date of the Exodus” in Bibliotheca Sacra, 
Vol. 129, No. 513 (Jan/March, 1982).

Zertal, Adam. “Has Joshua’s Altar Been Found on Mt. Ebal?” in Biblical Archaeology Review, No. 11 (Jan/
Feb., 1985), pp. 26-43.

Zevit, Ziony. “The Problem of Ai” in Biblical Archaeology Review, Vol. 11, No. 2 (Mar/April, 1985), pp. 
58-65.

B. Judges

Ahlstrom, G. W. “Where did the Israelites Live?” in the Journal of Near Eastern Texts, Vol. 41 (April, 
1982).

“Canaan” in The Biblical World, pp. 159-162.

Fensham, F. Charles. “The Treaty Between Israel and the Gibeonites” in The Biblical Archaeologist, Vol. 
27, No. 3 (Sept., 1964).

Mazar, Amihai. “Bronze Bull Found in Israel ‘High Place’ from the Time of the Judges” in Biblical 
Archaeology Review, Vol. 9, (Sept/Oct., 1983), pp. 34-40.

Pritchard, J. “The Journey of Wen Amon to Phoenicia” in Ancient Near Eastern Texts. Princeton:  
Princeton University Press, 1969, pp. 25ff.

“Samson” in the International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Vol. 4. Chicago: Howard Severance Co., 
1930, pp. 2675-2677.

Wood, Leon C., Distressing Days of the Judges. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1975.

C. Ruth

Cundal, A. E., and L. Morris. Judges and Ruth. Downers Grove, IL.: InterVarsity Press, 1968. pp. 229-318.
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Go’el in the Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament, rev., Vol. 2.  Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co., 1977, pp. 350-355.

Kelso, J. L. “Agriculture” in the New Bible Dictionary.

Wright, George E. “Israelite Daily Life” in The Biblical Archaeologist, Vol. 18 (Sept., 1955), pp. 50-79.

NOTE: The lecturer may require reading from sources although he does not agree with either the 
presuppositions or the conclusions, but such exposure is considered helpful to a better understanding 
of the problems encountered in these books, or to acquaint the student with various interpretative 
views of these books.

Textbooks can be ordered through our online store at CUGN.org, through your local bookstore, or 
through your preferred eReader when available.

Academic Honesty                  

At CUGN, we believe all we do is “as unto the Lord” and we thus hold to a high academic standard of 
honesty; we do not tolerate plagiarism and cheating.  Students found guilty of any form of academic 
dishonesty face consequences ranging from interaction with the Academic Dean to expulsion from 
CUGN.

Quizzes and Exams: Any student found guilty of cheating on a quiz or exam will automatically receive 
a score of zero for that quiz or exam.  A second offense will result in automatic course failure and 
possible disciplinary action and/or expulsion from CUGN.  Please view the CUGN Academic Catalog 
for a full definition and examples of cheating.

Plagiarism:  If a student’s work is found to be plagiarized, consequences will vary depending on the 
nature of the plagiarism.

If an offense is deemed unintentional, the student will have an opportunity to resubmit the work.  A 
second offense will result in an automatic score of zero for that assignment, which may also result in 
failure of that course.

More serious plagiarism offenses could result in automatic course failure, disciplinary action, or 
expulsion from CUGN.  Please view the CUGN Academic Catalog for a full definition and examples of 
plagiarism.  If you have questions about plagiarism, or would like to request resources for learning how 
to avoid plagiarism, please contact our Registrar’s Office at registrar@cugn.org or toll free at (888) 
487-5376 ext. 3.

Course Methods 
                                                                                                                                                

Throughout this course, a number of methods will be used to engage the students in learning and 
processing information, and applying the learning to their lives. These methods include the following:

http://cugn.org/academics/academic-catalog/
http://cugn.org/academics/academic-catalog/
mailto:registrar%40cugn.org?subject=
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Media/Materials
The course will include media presentations of lectures and supplementary materials to be listened 
to and/or read throughout the lessons of the course.

• Audio-based teaching 
The primary teaching session in each lesson is provided in audio format.  If available, we also 
provide the option of reading the lesson from a transcript of the audio lecture (found in the 
course Audio Lecture section).

• Readings 
Reading from the required textbook(s) is assigned in this syllabus.

Mentor Relationship
Students are required to seek out a mentor with whom they can discuss the spiritual impact of the 
course on their life. The goal of this process is to facilitate the student’s growth through interaction 
with a mature believer.

Spiritual Formation Project
Ministry preparation and the Christian life require more than academic exercises. Learners also need 
personal, spiritual formation, which involves theological reflection and critical thinking on their 
current practices and assumptions. This process occurs as learners engage in self-reflection through 
the course’s Spiritual Formation Project.

Course Requirements 
                                                                                                                                                

1. Time: The student is required to spend a minimum of 120 hours in this course.  All course 
requirements must be completed within 6 months of enrolling in the course. 

2. Recorded Lectures: The student is required to listen to all 24 audio lectures recorded by Dr. John 
J. Davis. 

3. Reading: Every chapter of Joshua, Judges and Ruth should be read at least two times, preferably in 
different translations or modern versions.

4. Examinations: There will be three written examinations: the first will be taken after Lecture No. 
2; the second will cover the recorded lectures, Nos. 3 through 12 and the appropriate material in 
Conquest and Crisis; the third will follow recorded lectures Nos. 13-24 only.

5. Research Projects: Three research projects are required:

1. List all the texts (outside Joshua) where the name “Joshua” appears and write a brief paragraph 
on each, pointing out what we learn about the man from these texts.  This should be typed and 
is due when the first exam is taken.

2. Make a list of all types of weapons and machines used in the wars described in Joshua and 
Judges.  Write a brief description of each weapon based on your research in such standard works 
as the New Bible Dictionary.  This paper should also be typed in good form and it is due when the 
second exam is taken.
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3. Write a carefully documented report on one of the following topics.  The project need not 
be more than 20 pages long but it should be of good critical quality.  This project is due when 
the final exam is taken.

   (a) The Lie of Rahab and Contemporary Ethics

   (b) The Fall of Jericho and Archaeology

   (c) The Location and Identity of Ai

   (d) The Long Day of Joshua

   (e) The Covenant Concept in Joshua

   (f) The Vow of Jephthah (Judges 11)

6. Spiritual Formation Project

RATIONALE: Ministry preparation and the Christian life require more than academic exercises. 
Learners also need personal, spiritual formation, which involves theological reflection and critical 
thinking on their current practices and assumptions. This process occurs as learners engage in 
self-reflection and interaction in a community of learning. With this in mind, CUGN includes in all 
courses a capstone project addressing these issues and facilitating interaction beyond the formal 
learning environment (ATS schools, note Standards 3.2.1.3; 4.1.1; 10.3.3.3).

Write a five-to-six page reflective essay and interview a mentor, discussing the spiritual impact 
of this course on your life. Identify your mentor early in the course, and submit the essay to your 
grader when you take the final exam. This last project should not be a summary of course content, 
but an application of course principles. Complete the following:

A. Personal Reflection and Evaluation: Reflect on the course – To integrate your academic 
studies with your walk of faith, reflect on the content of the course and evaluate your life in light  
of what you learned. 

i. Follow these steps in your reflection:
Step 1: What one theme, principle, or concept in the course is the most significant to you 
personally? Why is it significant?

Step 2: What portion(s) of the course brought this theme/principle/concept to light? 

Step 3: Think about your past. Why is it vital now for you to deal with and apply this 
theme/principle/concept? 

Step 4: How should this affect your thoughts and actions, and what specific steps should 
you take to concretely apply what you have learned?

ii. Write your answers to the above questions in full paragraph form. (Recommended length 
 for this reflection: approximately three pages)

iii. Give a copy of this reflection to your mentor (see #2).
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B. Community Reflection and Interaction: Interview a mentor – Since the Holy Spirit uses 
the input of others to guide and form His people, interview a mentor according to the following 
guidelines:

i. Who should you interview? (1-3 are required; 4-6 are recommended)

1. Someone with whom you have a reasonably close relationship.

2. Someone who is a mature Christian ministry leader (i.e. a pastor).

3. Someone who is not your grader or a family member.

4. Someone who values the spiritual formation process.

5. Someone who is familiar with and values the subject of the course.

6. Someone who has experience using the content of the course in ministry.

NOTE: Identify your mentor early in the course, and give him/her the page entitled “Guidelines 
for Mentors.”

ii. Focus of the interview – Your interview should focus on the issues and questions you   
 raise in your essay. For example:

• What feedback can your mentor give in response to your essay?

• In light of the course content, are the conclusions you made appropriate? Why or why 
not?

• What additional advice, deeper insights or broader applications might he/she suggest 
from his/her own life and ministry?

NOTE: Conduct this interview either in person (preferred) or over the phone. Do not use 
electronic communication (i.e. email, instant messenger, etc). Suggested length: 45 minutes.

C. Synthesis and Application: Draw your final conclusions – Having reflected on the curse and 
the discussion with your mentor, synthesize what you have learned in these three sections:

i. Section 1: Begin your essay with the personal reflection from #1 above. This should be 
exactly what you gave your mentor for the interview.

ii. Section 2: Comment on your interview, explaining what you discussed and the insights   
 you gained from your mentor. Include the following:

• What were the mentor’s comments regarding your essay?

• What advice did he/she give?

• How did his/her comments expand or correct your application of the course? 

• Include the person’s name, occupation, and the length of the interview.

iii. Section 3: Conclude with a synthesis of what you have learned. Answer the following: 

• If your mentor corrected any thoughts in your “Personal Reflection and Evaluation”, 
how do you feel about these corrections? Do you agree or disagree? Why?
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• Synthesizing your thoughts from section one and your mentor’s insight in section 
two, what final conclusions have you reached? How is this different from section one?

• In light of the interview and further reflection, what additional, specific changes need 
to occur in your life and what concrete steps will you take to implement them?

NOTE TO STUDENTS: Your effort in this assignment will determine its benefit. If by the end 
of this course you have not yet reflected critically on your life in light of what you have studied, 
allow this assignment to guide you in that process. The instructor for this course will not 
score your essay based on the amount of spiritual fruit you describe; so do not exaggerate (or 
trivialize) what you have learned. The primary grading criteria is that you have thoughtfully 
considered the principles of the course and realistically sought to apply them to your life. If 
you have done this and met the minimal requirements (as noted above), you will earn the full 
points for this assignment.

Note on confidentiality: Perhaps the Holy Spirit is dealing with you in some very personal 
areas of your life. Because of this, your grader will keep your essay entirely confidential and 
either return or discard it.

Objective: to stimulate reflection and interaction on course principles in order to enhance 
personal spiritual formation.

7. A Note About Using the Lesson Plans: The lesson plans (found at the end of the Syllabus) are 
designed to guide and enhance the learning process, as well as to prepare the student for the exams.  
The following suggestions will help yield the optimum benefit.

 A. Preview and fulfill the Assignments for each lesson before listening to the recorded 
lecture.

 B. Preview the questions in the lesson plan (as well as the questions in the Study Guide) 
before listening to the recorded lecture.

 C. Record the answers to the questions while listening to the recorded lecture.

 D. Review the questions and answers in each lesson before proceeding to the next lecture.

 E.   Periodically review the questions and answers for all the lessons.

If these procedures are followed, the student will have a thorough understanding of these three Bible 
books. More importantly, the student should remember that the ultimate goal of any Bible study is 
conformity to the Word of God.  It is the lecturer’s prayer that the student will allow the Holy Spirit to 
use the study of these key books to conform his/her heart and mind to the image of Christ.
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Course Grading 
                                                                                                                                                

Your grade for the course will be determined as follows:

Examination #1 5% of Course Grade
Examination #2 15% of Course Grade
Examination #3 20% of Course Grade
Joshua Research Paper 10% of Course Grade
Weapons/Machinery Research Paper 10% of Course Grade
Final Research Report 25% of Course Grade
Spiritual Formation Project 15% of Course Grade
Total 100%

Grades will be issued within two weeks of the end of the course.
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          Interview 
Student Name: _________________________    Course: __________________    Date/Time: _______________________

     Guidelines for Mentors 
(Students, give this sheet to your mentor for the Spiritual Formation Project.)

Thank you for your involvement in this student’s CUGN coursework. We believe the Christian life is 
more than an academic exercise, so we encourage students to critically reflect on their life in light of 
what they learn and then apply those insights to the daily life of faith. 

Therefore, students taking CUGN courses are required to complete a final assignment called the 
“Spiritual Formation Project.” This assignment involves two parts: an essay and an interview:

The ESSAY: After completing their coursework, students reflect on the content of the course, evaluate 
their lives, and discuss the one theme, principle or concept that is most significant to them and why. 
Students are to identify specific ways this theme/principle/concept should apply to their lives and 
what action steps they plan to take in order to make these changes a reality.

The INTERVIEW: After writing this reflection, students give a copy to their mentor and meet with him/
her to discuss their thoughts and get feedback. The goal of this interview is to facilitate the student’s 
growth through interaction with a mature believer. 

NOTES ON THE INTERVIEW:
• You do not need to be familiar with the course to participate in this interview. 

You will primarily respond to the thoughts of the student. (However, general 
knowledge of the subject matter of the course and/or experience applying it to 
ministry is valuable.)

• Prior to meeting with the student, read his/her “Personal Reflection and Evaluation” 
and prepare to discuss the following:

1. What feedback can you give the student in response to his/her essay?
2. Are the student’s conclusions from the course appropriate? Why or why 

not?
3. What additional advice, deeper insights or broader applications would you 

suggest from your own life and ministry?

• Meet with the student either in person (preferred) or over the phone. Do not use 
electronic communication (i.e. email, instant messenger, etc.). 

• Suggested length of the interview: 45 minutes

Thanks again for participating in this project! You have a real opportunity to guide this student in 
the application process and to help him/her connect academics to life – a valuable process for all who 
wish to grow in Christ.

NOTE: If the student’s school makes any changes to this assignment, their requirements 
should replace those described here.
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Lecture Outline 
                                                                                                                                                

Lecture 1: General Introduction

Lecture 2:  Preparing to Enter the Land (Joshua 1-2)

Lecture 3: Crossing the Jordan River (Joshua 3-5)

Lecture 4: The Conquest of Jericho (Joshua 6:1-19)

Lecture 5:  The Collapse of the Walls (Joshua 6:20-26)

Lecture 6: The Defeat of Ai (Joshua 7-8)

Lecture 7: Worship and Warfare (Joshua 8:30-10:11)

Lecture 8: The Day the Sun Stood Still (Joshua 10:12-43)

Lecture 9: The Northern Campaign (Joshua 11-12)

Lecture 10: The Inheritance Described (Joshua 13-19)

Lecture 11: Preparations for Settlement (Joshua 20-22)

Lecture 12: The Last Words of Joshua (Joshua 23-24)

Lecture 13: Introduction to Judges (Judges 1)

Lecture 14: The Reasons for Failure (Judges 2:1-3:5)

Lecture 15: Gains and Losses (Judges 3:9-5:31)

Lecture 16: Gideon, The Man of Valor (Judges 6-9)

Lecture 17: Jephthah’s Vow (Judges 10-12)

Lecture 18: Samson, Man of Strength (Judges 13-16)

Lecture 19: The Danite Migration (Judges 17-18)

Lecture 20: The Benjamite War (Judges 19-21)

Lecture 21: The Journey of Ruth (Ruth 1)

Lecture 22: The Gleaning of Ruth (Ruth 2)

Lecture 23: The Appeal of Ruth (Ruth 3)

Lecture 24: The Marriage of Ruth (Ruth 4)
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Lesson Plans 
                                                                                                                                                

Lecture 1: Introduction to Joshua

Assignment

1. Read pp. 17-28 in Conquest and Crisis.

2. Be familiar with the basic data which appear on the chart, p. 16.

3. Read pp. 252-261 in A Survey of Old Testament Introduction by Gleason L. Archer, Jr. (Chicago:  
Moody Press, 1964).

4. Be able to answer the questions in Lecture 1 in the Study Guide, p. 33.

5. Read The Amarna Letters in Ancient Near Eastern Texts, edited by J. B. Pritchard. (Princeton:  
Princeton University Press, 1969), pp. 483-490.

Questions

1. Explain the various views relating to the date of the conquest and why the lecturer prefers the 
earlier date. (For help on this problem, read pp. 15-40 in Moses and the Gods of Egypt by John J. 
Davis. (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, rev. 1986).

2. What are the three principal approaches to the interpretation of the Book of Joshua?

3. Briefly identify the following:

a. Amen-hotep II

b. Etiology (or aetiology)

c. Amarna Letters

4. What are the three generally accepted dates for the Late Bronze Period and what are three 
characteristics of Palestine during that time?
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Lecture 2: Preparing to Enter the Land (Joshua 1-2)

Assignment

1. Read carefully Joshua 1-2.

2. Before listening to the recorded lecture, read pp. 29-35 in Conquest and Crisis.

3. Be able to answer the questions on Lecture 2 in the Study Guide, p. 33.

4. Study the topographical map opposite the title page in Conquest and Crisis.  Be sure you understand 
the general topography of the Jordan Valley and the surrounding area.  Be able to locate Jericho on 
a map.

Questions

1. What do we learn about the state and authority of Scripture at the time of the conquest?

2. What are four (4) theological themes of the Book of Joshua which have practical value for today?

3. Do you think the sending of the two spies was a sign of weak faith on Joshua’s part?  Explain your 
answer.

4. Do you think the lie of Rahab was justified?  How does this event relate to what has been commonly 
called “situation ethics”?

5. State six (6) things that can be learned from the biblical text about the city-state of Jericho?
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Lecture 3: Crossing the Jordan River (Joshua 3-5)

Assignment

1. Read carefully Joshua 3-5.

2. Read pp. 35-41 in Conquest and Crisis.

3. Be able to answer the questions on Lecture 3 in the Study Guide, p. 34

Questions

1. State two (2) reasons why the Ark of the Covenant was to have such a large area (distance) between 
it and the people?

2. Why was the spectacular occurrence of the crossing of the Jordan appropriate?

3. Where were the two memorials placed?  Discuss two reasons for their placement.  (Include in your 
answer for whom they might have been so designed and why).

4. Who was the “Captain of the host of the LORD” mentioned in chapter 5?  How do we know that this 
visitor was not a mere man or even an angel?

5. a. What are the two views explaining the neglecting of circumcision by the Israelites for 38 years?

b. What was the significance of circumcision in Josh. 5:1-15?

6. Why was the keeping of the Passover appropriate and significant?

7. Since there is no explicit information on the military preparations for the conquest, what do you 
think the biblical text is trying to indicate as the focus of the preparations?
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Lecture 4: The Conquest of Jericho (Joshua 6:1-19)

Assignment

1. Read Joshua 6.

2. Read chapter 3 in Conquest and Crisis, pp. 42-51.

3. Read “Jericho (Old Testament),” pp. 305-309 in The Biblical World, edited by Charles F. Pfeiffer.  
(Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1966).

4. Read “Artifactual Evidence Supporting the Early Date of the Exodus” by Bruce Waltke in Bibliotheca 
Sacra, Vol. 129, No. 513 (Jan./March, 1972).

5. Be able to answer the questions on Lecture 4 in the Study Guide, p. 34.

6. Take special note of the chart on p. 45 of Conquest and Crisis.  Be able to reproduce this from 
memory.

Questions

1. What explanations do James Muillenburg, Paul Heinisch, H. H. Rowley, and W. F. Albright give for 
Israel’s complete destruction of the Canaanite population in Jericho?

2. How can you resolve theologically the divine command to totally destroy all living people and 
animals at Jericho in the light of Exodus 20:13?

3. State three (3) goals of the battle plan against Jericho.

Lecture 5: The Collapse of the Walls (Joshua 6:20-26)

Assignment

1. Read Joshua 6 in a different translation than in Lecture 4.

2. Read pp. 46-51 in Conquest and Crisis.

3. Be able to answer the questions on Lecture 5 in the Study Guide, p. 35.

Questions

1. If you were a Canaanite living in Jericho at the time of the conquest, what do you think life would 
be like?

2. Why was the conquest of Jericho important to Israel?

3. What particular fact in the text should guard us from a purely naturalistic interpretation of the fall 
of the walls at Jericho?

4. What does the biblical text (6:25) imply for the time when the Book of Joshua was originally written?

5. What is the modern name for the site of Jericho?
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Lecture 6: The Defeat of Ai (Joshua 7-8)

Assignment

1. Read Joshua 7-8 in a modern translation.

2. Read chapter 4 in Conquest and Crisis, pp. 52-62.

3. Be able to answer the questions on Lecture 6 in the Study Guide, p. 35.

4. Study the battle plan as illustrated on the map in Conquest and Crisis, p. 56.

5. Read “The Problem of Ai” by Ziony Zevit in Biblical Archaeology Review, Vol. 11, No. 2 (March/April, 
1985), pp. 58-69.

6. Study a map of Palestine and locate the following sites: Jericho, Dead Sea, Jordan River, Sea of 
Galilee, Jerusalem, Ai, Bethel, Shechem, and Gibeon.

Questions

1. What does the phrase “Israel has sinned” in 7:11 exemplify?

2. What three words in 7:21 describe the nature of Achan’s temptation and the process of failure?
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Lecture 7: Worship and Warfare (Joshua 8:30-10:11)

Assignment

1. Read Joshua 8:30-10:11.

2. Read pp. 58-62 in Conquest and Crisis.

3. Read pp. 63-66 in Conquest and Crisis.

4. After listening to the recorded lecture, be sure you can answer the questions on Lecture 7 in the 
Study Guide, p. 36.

5. Locate on your map: Mt. Gerizim, Mt. Ebal, and Shechem.

6. Read “Has Joshua’s Altar Been Found on Mt. Ebal?” by Adam Zertal in Biblical Archaeology Review, 
No. 11 (Jan/Feb., 1985), pp. 26-43.

7. Read “Gibeon” in The Biblical World.

8. Read “The Treaty Between Israel and the Gibeonites” by F. Charles Fensham, The Biblical 
Archaeologist, Vol. 27, No. 3 (Sept., 1964).

Questions

1. Why was the fall of Ai strategically important to Israel?

2. Why were the Israelites obligated to keep the agreement with the Gibeonites in spite of the 
deception.  Give three (3) reasons.

3. Write  a very short history of the Gibeonites using any good concordance by following the references 
to “Gibeon” and “Gibeonites.”
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Lecture 8: The Day the Sun Stood Still (Joshua 10:12-43)

Assignment

1. Read Joshua 10:12-43.

2. Read pp. 63-72 in Conquest and Crisis.

3. Study the review questions on Lecture 8 in the Study Guide, p. 36.

4. Locate on your map: Gibeon, Aijalon, Libnah, Lachish and Hebron. Study the map on p. 71 in 
Conquest and Crisis in this regard.

Questions

1. a. How do we know that the “Sun miracle” was significant and important to later Israelites?

b. Why are the interpretations of this event which attempt to understand it with universal 
implications unlikely?

2. Describe the type of military campaign that was conducted in relation to the idea of conquest and/
or settlement.

Lecture 9: The Northern Campaign (Joshua 11-12)

Assignment

1. Read Joshua 11-12.

2. Read pp. 72-76 in Conquest and Crisis.

3. Study the map on p. 71 of Conquest and Crisis and note the location of Hazor on your map.

4. Answer the questions on Lecture 9 in the Study Guide, p. 37.

Questions

1. Was the northern campaign designed to bring the Israelite armies in contact with every city in that 
area or just the principal ones?  Explain your answer.

2. How far would the troops of Joshua have to travel to reach Hazor from Gilgal?

3. List five (out of nine) basic principles of warfare which Joshua employed.
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Lecture 10: The Inheritance Described (Joshua 13-19)

Assignment

1. Read Joshua 13-19.

2. Read pp. 77-83 in Conquest and Crisis.

3. Be able to answer the questions on Lecture 10 in the Study Guide, p. 37.

4. Study the map on p. 79 of the textbook and be able to reproduce this from memory.

5. Read “What We Know About the Philistines” by Trude Dothan in Biblical Archaeology Review, Vol. 8 
(July/August, 1982), pp. 20-44.

6. Read “Lot Casting in the Old Testament” by J. Lindblom in Vetus Testamentum, Vol. 12, No. 2 (April, 
1962).

Questions

1. What problems are associated with lot casting as a means of discerning God’s will in tribal 
allotments?

2. How can the mention of the Philistines in 13:2,3 be explained?

3. Of what special significance is Joshua 14:10?

4. Why was Shiloh important?

Lecture 11: Preparations for Settlement (Joshua 20-22)

Assignment

1. Read Joshua 20-22.

2. Read pp. 83-87 in Conquest and Crisis.

3. Answer the questions on Lecture 11 in the Study Guide, p. 38.

4. Locate the six (6) cities of refuge on your map (see 20:6,8).

Questions

1. How were the Levites to be supported?  (Cite two items and texts.)

2. Do you think that the 2 1/2 tribes in Trans-Jordan were out of God’s will in settling there rather 
than in Canaan proper?  Why?

3. What role did geography and topography play in the erection of the altar?
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Lecture 12: The Last Words of Joshua (Joshua 23-24)

Assignment

1. Read Joshua 23-24.

2. Read pp. 87-90 in Conquest and Crisis.

3. Answer the questions on Lecture 12 in the Study Guide, p. 38.

4. Read “Shechem” in The Biblical World.

Questions

1. What is the biblical interpretation of the events that took place at Shechem between Joshua and 
Israel?  Give three (3) reasons for your answer.

2. How does Joshua lead up to his conclusion in Joshua 24:14?

3. What does Joshua 24:14 tell us about proper service to the Lord?

4. What two principal requirements were laid before Israel with regard to future occupation and 
settlement of their territory?
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Lecture 13: Introduction to Judges (Judges 1)

Assignment

1. Read Judges 1.

2. Read pp. 93-97 in Conquest and Crisis.

3. Answer the questions on Lecture 13 in the Study Guide, p. 39.

4. Read pp. 1-88 in Distressing Days of the Judges by Leon C. Wood. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing 
House, 1975).

5. Read pp. 33-48 in “Judges and Ruth” by A. E. Cundall and L. Morris in the Tyndale Old Testament 
Commentary.  (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1968).

Questions

1. Contrast the primary focus of Joshua as compared to Judges.

2. a. Who first mentioned the office of judge?  Cite one passage of support.

b. How were the judges appointed?  Cite one passage of support.

c. Describe some of the activities of the “judge” in Israel.

3. What is the key verse of the book?

4. Does archaeology confirm the troubles of the times?  If so, how?

5. What period of time do the events of Judges cover?

6. Why did the people raise the question of war if Joshua had already conquered the land?

7. What problems does A. E. Cundall see in certain parts of Judges?
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Lecture 14: The Reasons for Failure (Judges 2:1-3:5)

Assignment

1. Read Judges 2:1-3:5.

2. Read pp. 97-104 in Conquest and Crisis.

3. Answer the questions on Lecture 14 in the Study Guide, p. 39.

4. Be able to reproduce the chart on p. 97 of Conquest and Crisis from memory.

Questions

1. Make a list of six (6) specific charges made against Israel in chapter 2 of Judges (eight possible 
charges).

2. What is the “Judges cycle”?

3. Why did the Lord leave some Canaanites in the land?  (2 reasons).

4. What were some of the practices characteristic of the Canaanite form of Baalism?

5. What factors led Israel into abandoning the Mosaic covenant and practicing some of the forms of 
Baalism?

Lecture 15: Gains and Losses (Judges 3:9-5:31)

Assignment

1. Read Judges 3:9-5:31.

2. Read pp. 105-112 in Conquest and Crisis.

3. Answer the questions on Lecture 15 in the Study Guide, p. 40.

4. Locate on your map: Moab, Hazor, the Kishon River, the Jordan River, Mount Carmel, Mount Tabor 
and the Plain of Jezreel.

5. Read “The Journey of Wen Amon to Phoenicia” in Ancient Near Eastern Texts, ed. by J. Pritchard.  
(Princeton:  Princeton University Press, 1969, pp. 25ff.

6. Read “Canaan” in The Biblical World, pp. 159-162.

Questions

1. What role did the Holy Spirit play in Othniel’s preparation for judgeship?

2. Isolate at least three themes in the song of Deborah (Judges 5).
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Lecture 16: Gideon, Man of Valor (Judges 6-9)

Assignment

1. Read Judges 6-9.

2. Read pp. 112-118 in Conquest and Crisis.

3. Be able to answer the questions on Lecture 16 in the Study Guide, p. 40.

4. Locate on your map: Midian, Mount Gilboa, Mount Tabor, Penuel, Succoth, Shechem, Tirzah, Mount 
Gerizim.

5. Study the battles as illustrated in The Macmillan Bible Atlas by Yohanan Aharoni and Michael Avi 
-Yonah. (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1968), map nos. 74-77.

6. Read “Where Did the Israelites Live?” by G. W. Ahlstrom in the Journal of Near Eastern Studies, Vol. 
41 (April, 1982), pp. 133-138.

Lecture 17: Jephthah’s Vow (Judges 10-12)

Assignment

1. Read Judges 10-12.

2. Read pp. 119-131 in Conquest and Crisis.

3. Be able to answer the questions on Lecture 17 in the Study Guide, p. 41.

4. Locate on your map: Ammon, Gilead, Mizpeh (the one in question) and Heshbon.

5. Study the war of Jephthah on map no. 78 in The Macmillan Bible Atlas.

6. Read pp. 146-149 in Judges and Ruth by Cundall and Morris.

7. Read pp. 287-295 in Distressing Days of the Judges by Wood.

Questions

1. According to the biblical text, what kind of man was Jephthah?

2. a. What are the two (2) views on Jephthah’s vow?

b. What are the lecturer’s five (5) arguments in favor of human sacrifice?

c. Present and defend (briefly) your view on Jephthah’s vow.
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Lecture 18: Samson, Man of Strength (Judges 13-16)

Assignment

1. Read Judges 13-16.

2. Read pp. 132-142 in Conquest and Crisis.

3. Answer the questions on Lecture 18 in the Study Guide, p. 41.

4. Locate on your map: Zorah, Eshtaol, Timnoth, Ashkelon and Gaza.  (See The Macmillan Bible Atlas, 
maps 79, 80.)

5. Read “Samson” in the International Standard Bible Encyclopedia.

Questions

1. Of what did the Nazarite vow consist?

2. Who are the only three (3) lifelong Nazarites mentioned in Scripture?

3. Where did Samson judge?

4. List the three (3) occasions of Samson’s breaking his Nazarite vow.

5. Compare the locations and time of activities of Jephthah, Samson and Samuel.  (For help, see the 
chart on p. 16 of Conquest and Crisis).

Lecture 19: The Danite Migration (Judges 17-18)

Assignment

1. Read Judges 17-18.

2. Read pp. 143-147 in Conquest and Crisis.

3. a. Locate on your map:  Dan (Laish), Kirjath Jearim and Shiloh.

b. Be able to trace the Danite migration on your map.

4. Study the exam questions on p. 42 of the Study Guide.

5. Read “Shiloh” in The Biblical World.

6. Read “Bronze Bull Found in Israel ‘High Place’ from the Time of the Judges” by Amihai Mazar in 
Biblical Archaeology Review, Vol. 9, (Sept/Oct., 1983), pp. 34-40.

Questions

1. What are the purposes of chapters 17-21?
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Lecture 20: The Benjamite War (Judges 19-21)

Assignment

1. Read Judges 19-21.

2. Read pp. 148-152 in Conquest and Crisis.

3. Answer the questions on Lecture 20 in the Study Guide, p. 42.

4. Study map no. 81 in The Macmillan Bible Atlas.

Questions

1. How was the tribe of Benjamin saved from extinction?

2. How do you account for the low view of life and morality within this passage?

Lecture 21: The Journey of Ruth (Ruth 1)

Assignment

1. Read Ruth 1.

2. Read pp. 155-162 in Conquest and Crisis.

3. Answer the questions on Lecture 21 in the Study Guide, p. 43.

4. Read pp. 229-268 in Judges and Ruth by Cundall and Morris.

5. Read “Israelite Daily Life” by George E. Wright in Biblical Archaeologist, Vol. 18, (Sept., 1955), pp. 50 
-79.

Questions

1. What date does Morris assign to the redaction of the book of Ruth?

2. According to the lecturer, what are some of the purposes of the book of Ruth?

3. What is a proposed time period for the events in Ruth?  Upon what other biblical information is this 
proposal based?

4. How is the data in the book of Ruth essential to the reconstruction of the Messianic line in the 
Scriptures?
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Lecture 22: The Gleaning of Ruth (Ruth 2)

Assignment

1. Read Ruth 2.

2. Read pp. 162-164 in Conquest and Crisis.

3. Answer the questions on Lecture 22 in the Study Guide, p. 43.

4. Read pp. 269-283 in Judges and Ruth by Cundall and Morris.

5. Read the article on “Agriculture” by J. L. Kelso in The New Bible Dictionary.

6. Read the article on go’el in Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament, Vol. 3, pp. 350-355.

Questions

1. Trace the idea of “kinsman redeemer” in the following passages:

a. Leviticus 25:23-28.

b. Leviticus 25:47-55.

c. Numbers 35.

d. Deuteronomy 19:1-13.

e. Joshua 20:1-9.

f. What other function of the “kinsman redeemer” appears to be assumed in Ruth?  (see chapter 
4).

Lecture 23: The Appeal of Ruth (Ruth 3)

Assignment

1. Read Ruth 3.

2. Read pp. 165-167 in Conquest and Crisis.

3. Answer the questions on this lecture in the Study Guide, p. 44.

4. Read pp. 284-296 in Judges and Ruth by Cundall and Morris.

Questions

1. What is involved in “winnowing”?

2. What is the lecturer’s view of Boaz’s actions on the threshing floor?

3. What is meant by Ruth’s request, “Spread your skirt over your handmaid?”
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Lecture 24: The Marriage of Ruth (Ruth 4)

Assignment

1. Read Ruth 4.

2. Read pp. 167-170 in Conquest and Crisis.

3. Answer the questions on Lecture 24 in the Study Guide, p. 44.

4. Read pp. 296-318 in Judges and Ruth by Cundall and Morris.

Questions

1. According to Morris, what significance did the gate of the city have in ancient societies?

2. What is meant by Naomi’s proposed sale of the land?

3. What is meant by the removal of the shoe?

4. How does the conclusion of the book explain the purpose of the book?


