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COURSE SYLLABUS

OT510: The Book of Isaiah
Course Lecturer: Allen P. Ross, ThD, PhD
Professor of Old Testament and Hebrew at Beeson Divinity School
About This Course                                                                                                                                                 

This course was originally created through the Institute of Theological 
Studies in association with the Evangelical Seminary Deans’ Council. There 
are nearly 100 evangelical seminaries of various denominations represented 
within the council and many continue to use the ITS courses to supplement 
their curriculum. The lecturers were selected primarily by the Deans’ 
Council as highly recognized scholars in their particular fields of study.

Course Description 
                                                                                                                                                

Few Old Testament books are as theologically rich and literarily compelling as Isaiah. Learners 
discover those dynamics as they complete an exegetical study of the Book of Isaiah. In addition to 
surveying the contents of the book, the course develops the understanding and skills of exegetical 
exposition. In the process, students examine key chapters in Isaiah, such as the Promise of Immanuel 
(7), the Message of Hope (40), and the “Suffering Servant” (53). The course demonstrates how the 
theology of the Messiah is integral to successful Christian life and ministry. 

Course Objectives                 
 

Upon completion of the course, the student should have:
• Gained a better understanding of the Book of Isaiah, becoming familiar with the theological 

motifs, the hermeneutics of prophetic literature, and the major theories about the book.
• Come to a better understanding of the method of doing exegesis in the Old Testament 

prophetic literature, observing how the approach is used in passage after passage through 
the lectures and the reading, seeing how the details of exegesis must be carefully selected 
and arranged for interpretation, and in the process learning what books and procedures will 
be most helpful in the future.

• Learned how to adapt the findings of exegesis to exposition, and how to identify and apply 
the biblical theology of a passage, to word the ideas in an expository form, to correlate the 
subject matter with the New Testament, and to make useful applications.

Accessibility                 
 

If you have particular accessibility needs, please contact the CUGN Registrar at the beginning 
of the course.  This will allow us to work directly with you to make efforts to accommodate your 
situation and ensure as full as possible accessibility to the course.
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Course Lecturer 
                                                                                                                                                

Allen P. Ross, ThD, PhD
Education:

• St. John’s College of the University of Cambridge, PhD
• Dallas Theological Seminary, ThM and ThD
• Bob Jones University, BA

Teaching Career:
• Professor of Old Testament and Hebrew, Beeson Divinity School of Samford University (2002-present)
• Director, Christian Leadership Center
• Instructor, Trinity Episcopal School for Ministry
• Chair, Old Testament Department at Dallas Theological Seminary
• Faculty, Bob Jones University’s Graduate School

Other Career Highlights:
• Literary, exegetical, and theological works used as valuable resources for professors, pastors, and 

Christian lay leaders alike

Publications:
• Commentaries on Proverbs and Leviticus and Creation and Blessing: A Guide to the Study and 

Exposition of Genesis
• Assisted in translating the Living Bible and The New King James Bible
• Numerous articles in scholarly journals

Online Professor 
                                                                                                                                                

If you are taking this course for credit, CUGN will assign one of its faculty members as the online 
professor for this course. This professor will contact you upon enrollment in the course and will guide 
your study. Your online professor will be available to you by email and, at set times, by chat room or 
other real-time technology.  Your online professor will do the following in order to stimulate student 
involvement and facilitate effective learning:

• Evaluate and assign grades to all coursework.
• Provide assistance with technological problems that may occur.
• Answer questions that may arise.
• Issue your final grades.

Course Texts 
                                                                                                                                                

Required:
The student will be expected to have access to at least one version of the biblical text of Isaiah, preferably 
one that is new to the student and will require some comparison with the more familiar translations.

Motyer, J. Alec. The Prophecy of Isaiah: An Introduction and Commentary. Downer’s Grove, IL: IVP, 1993.



OT510 Course Syllabus | © 2015 Christian University GlobalNet/Our Daily Bread Ministries. All Rights Reserved.  |   3

Ross, Allen P. The Exegesis and Exposition of the Book of Isaiah (EEBI). Grand Rapids: The Institute of   
 Theological Studies, 1996. (provided to the student in the course materials)
NOTE: This text (EEBI), published by ITS, serves both as required reading and as the study guide for the 
course. It contains the lecture outlines for note-taking purposes and comments by Ross to supplement 
the lectures. For the page numbers corresponding to each lecture see the lesson assignments at the 
end of this syllabus.

Textbooks can be ordered through our online store at CUGN.org, through your local bookstore, or 
through your preferred eReader when available.

Academic Honesty                  

At CUGN, we believe all we do is “as unto the Lord” and we thus hold to a high academic standard of 
honesty; we do not tolerate plagiarism and cheating.  Students found guilty of any form of academic 
dishonesty face consequences ranging from interaction with the Academic Dean to expulsion from 
CUGN.

Quizzes and Exams: Any student found guilty of cheating on a quiz or exam will automatically receive 
a score of zero for that quiz or exam.  A second offense will result in automatic course failure and 
possible disciplinary action and/or expulsion from CUGN.  Please view the CUGN Academic Catalog 
for a full definition and examples of cheating.

Plagiarism:  If a student’s work is found to be plagiarized, consequences will vary depending on the 
nature of the plagiarism.

If an offense is deemed unintentional, the student will have an opportunity to resubmit the work.  A 
second offense will result in an automatic score of zero for that assignment, which may also result in 
failure of that course.

More serious plagiarism offenses could result in automatic course failure, disciplinary action, or 
expulsion from CUGN.  Please view the CUGN Academic Catalog for a full definition and examples of 
plagiarism.  If you have questions about plagiarism, or would like to request resources for learning how 
to avoid plagiarism, please contact our Registrar’s Office at registrar@cugn.org or toll free at (888) 
487-5376 ext. 3.

Course Methods 
                                                                                                                                                

Throughout this course, a number of methods will be used to engage the students in learning and 
processing information, and applying the learning to their lives. These methods include the following:

Media/Materials
The course will include media presentations of lectures and supplementary materials to be listened 
to and/or read throughout the lessons of the course.

• Audio-based teaching 
The primary teaching session in each lesson is provided in audio format.  If available, we also 

http://cugn.org/academics/academic-catalog/
http://cugn.org/academics/academic-catalog/
mailto:registrar%40cugn.org?subject=
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provide the option of reading the lesson from a transcript of the audio lecture (found in the 
course Audio Lecture section).

• Readings 
Reading from the required textbook(s) is assigned in this syllabus.

Mentor Relationship
Students are required to seek out a mentor with whom they can discuss the spiritual impact of the 
course on their life. The goal of this process is to facilitate the student’s growth through interaction 
with a mature believer.

Spiritual Formation Project
Ministry preparation and the Christian life require more than academic exercises. Learners also need 
personal, spiritual formation, which involves theological reflection and critical thinking on their 
current practices and assumptions. This process occurs as learners engage in self-reflection through 
the course’s Spiritual Formation Project.

Course Requirements 
                                                                                                                                                

1. Time: The student is required to spend a minimum of 120 hours in this course.  All course 
requirements must be completed within 6 months of enrolling in the course. 

2. Recorded Lectures: The student is required to listen to all 24 audio lectures recorded by Dr. Al-
len P. Ross. Before listening to a lecture, the student should prepare by reading that portion of the 
Book of Isaiah to be covered in the lecture.

3. Reading: In conjunction with each lecture the student must read the assigned pages from Motyer 
and Ross. This will give further exegetical development of the text, which cannot be covered fully 
in the brief lecture. 

NOTE: At the end of the course, the student will estimate what percentage of the required listening 
and reading he/she completed. This should be submitted at the time of the final exam.

4. Study Questions: For each lecture there are a number of study questions to be answered.  The 
student may use any notes, the recorded lecture, the Ross study guide, or the Motyer commentary 
to answer these questions.

5. Spiritual Formation Project

RATIONALE: Ministry preparation and the Christian life require more than academic exercises. 
Learners also need personal, spiritual formation, which involves theological reflection and critical 
thinking on their current practices and assumptions. This process occurs as learners engage in 
self-reflection and interaction in a community of learning. With this in mind, CUGN includes in all 
courses a capstone project addressing these issues and facilitating interaction beyond the formal 
learning environment (ATS schools, note Standards 3.2.1.3; 4.1.1; 10.3.3.3).

Write a five-to-six page reflective essay and interview a mentor, discussing the spiritual impact 
of this course on your life. Identify your mentor early in the course, and submit the essay to your 
grader when you take the final exam. This last project should not be a summary of course content, 
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but an application of course principles. Complete the following:

A. Personal Reflection and Evaluation: Reflect on the course – To integrate your academic 
studies with your walk of faith, reflect on the content of the course and evaluate your life in light  
of what you learned. 

i. Follow these steps in your reflection:
Step 1: What one theme, principle, or concept in the course is the most significant to you 
personally? Why is it significant?

Step 2: What portion(s) of the course brought this theme/principle/concept to light? 

Step 3: Think about your past. Why is it vital now for you to deal with and apply this 
theme/principle/concept? 

Step 4: How should this affect your thoughts and actions, and what specific steps should 
you take to concretely apply what you have learned?

ii. Write your answers to the above questions in full paragraph form. (Recommended length 
 for this reflection: approximately three pages)

iii. Give a copy of this reflection to your mentor (see #2).

B. Community Reflection and Interaction: Interview a mentor – Since the Holy Spirit uses 
the input of others to guide and form His people, interview a mentor according to the following 
guidelines:

iv. Who should you interview? (1-3 are required; 4-6 are recommended)

1. Someone with whom you have a reasonably close relationship.

2. Someone who is a mature Christian ministry leader (i.e. a pastor).

3. Someone who is not your grader or a family member.

4. Someone who values the spiritual formation process.

5. Someone who is familiar with and values the subject of the course.

6. Someone who has experience using the content of the course in ministry.

NOTE: Identify your mentor early in the course, and give him/her the page entitled “Guidelines 
for Mentors.”

ii. Focus of the interview – Your interview should focus on the issues and questions you   
 raise in your essay. For example:

• What feedback can your mentor give in response to your essay?

• In light of the course content, are the conclusions you made appropriate? Why or why 
not?
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• What additional advice, deeper insights or broader applications might he/she suggest 
from his/her own life and ministry?

NOTE: Conduct this interview either in person (preferred) or over the phone. Do not use 
electronic communication (i.e. email, instant messenger, etc). Suggested length: 45 minutes.

C. Synthesis and Application: Draw your final conclusions – Having reflected on the curse and 
the discussion with your mentor, synthesize what you have learned in these three sections:

i. Section 1: Begin your essay with the personal reflection from #1 above. This should be 
exactly what you gave your mentor for the interview.

ii. Section 2: Comment on your interview, explaining what you discussed and the insights   
 you gained from your mentor. Include the following:

• What were the mentor’s comments regarding your essay?

• What advice did he/she give?

• How did his/her comments expand or correct your application of the course? 

• Include the person’s name, occupation, and the length of the interview.

iii. Section 3: Conclude with a synthesis of what you have learned. Answer the following: 

• If your mentor corrected any thoughts in your “Personal Reflection and Evaluation”, 
how do you feel about these corrections? Do you agree or disagree? Why?

• Synthesizing your thoughts from section one and your mentor’s insight in section 
two, what final conclusions have you reached? How is this different from section one?

• In light of the interview and further reflection, what additional, specific changes need 
to occur in your life and what concrete steps will you take to implement them?

NOTE TO STUDENTS: Your effort in this assignment will determine its benefit. If by the end 
of this course you have not yet reflected critically on your life in light of what you have studied, 
allow this assignment to guide you in that process. The instructor for this course will not 
score your essay based on the amount of spiritual fruit you describe; so do not exaggerate (or 
trivialize) what you have learned. The primary grading criteria is that you have thoughtfully 
considered the principles of the course and realistically sought to apply them to your life. If 
you have done this and met the minimal requirements (as noted above), you will earn the full 
points for this assignment.

Note on confidentiality: Perhaps the Holy Spirit is dealing with you in some very personal 
areas of your life. Because of this, your grader will keep your essay entirely confidential and 
either return or discard it.

Objective: to stimulate reflection and interaction on course principles in order to enhance 
personal spiritual formation.

6. Exams: There will be both a mid-term examination and a final examination that must be passed in 
order to obtain credit for the course.  
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Mid-term Exam: The mid-term exam covers the introductory matters of the authorship and date of 
the book, the historical setting, and some of the most significant prophetic oracles in the first part 
of the book.

Final Exam: The final exam will test the student’s knowledge of the contents of the book—what is 
in the various chapters of the book.  It will also focus on the Servant and Messianic passages, both 
the suffering and the glory.

Course Grading 
                                                                                                                                                

Your grade for the course will be determined as follows:

Listening and Reading 15% of Course Grade
Study Questions 30% of Course Grade
Spiritual Formation Project 15% of Course Grade
Mid-term Exam 20% of Course Grade
Final Exam 20% of Course Grade
Total 100%

Grades will be issued within two weeks of the end of the course.
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          Interview 
Student Name: _________________________    Course: __________________    Date/Time: _______________________

     Guidelines for Mentors 
(Students, give this sheet to your mentor for the Spiritual Formation Project.)

Thank you for your involvement in this student’s CUGN coursework. We believe the Christian life is 
more than an academic exercise, so we encourage students to critically reflect on their life in light of 
what they learn and then apply those insights to the daily life of faith. 

Therefore, students taking CUGN courses are required to complete a final assignment called the 
“Spiritual Formation Project.” This assignment involves two parts: an essay and an interview:

The ESSAY: After completing their coursework, students reflect on the content of the course, evaluate 
their lives, and discuss the one theme, principle or concept that is most significant to them and why. 
Students are to identify specific ways this theme/principle/concept should apply to their lives and what 
action steps they plan to take in order to make these changes a reality.

The INTERVIEW: After writing this reflection, students give a copy to their mentor and meet with him/
her to discuss their thoughts and get feedback. The goal of this interview is to facilitate the student’s 
growth through interaction with a mature believer. 

NOTES ON THE INTERVIEW:
• You do not need to be familiar with the course to participate in this interview. 

You will primarily respond to the thoughts of the student. (However, general 
knowledge of the subject matter of the course and/or experience applying it to 
ministry is valuable.)

• Prior to meeting with the student, read his/her “Personal Reflection and Evaluation” 
and prepare to discuss the following:

1. What feedback can you give the student in response to his/her essay?
2. Are the student’s conclusions from the course appropriate? Why or why 

not?
3. What additional advice, deeper insights or broader applications would you 

suggest from your own life and ministry?

• Meet with the student either in person (preferred) or over the phone. Do not use 
electronic communication (i.e. email, instant messenger, etc.). 

• Suggested length of the interview: 45 minutes

Thanks again for participating in this project! You have a real opportunity to guide this student in the 
application process and to help him/her connect academics to life – a valuable process for all who wish 
to grow in Christ.

NOTE: If the student’s school makes any changes to this assignment, their requirements 
should replace those described here.
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Course Schedule 
                                                                                                                                                

Lecture 1 Introduction to the Book of Isaiah

Lecture 2 The Method of Exegetical Exposition.....................................................................Isaiah 6

Lecture 3 The Message of Rebuke and Promise..................................................................Isaiah 1-5

Lecture 4 The Promise of Immanuel...................................................................................Isaiah 7, 8

Lecture 5 God’s Deliverer and God’s Judgment...........................................................Isaiah 9 and 10

Lecture 6 The Glorious Reign of the Messiah
  Judgment on the Nations................................................................................Isaiah 11-14

Lecture 7 God’s Sovereignty over the Nations................................................................Isaiah 14-23

Lecture 8 The Little Apocalypse.....................................................................................Isaiah 24-27

Lecture 9 Woes Upon Unbelievers of Israel.....................................................................Isaiah 28-33

Lecture 10 Judgment and Promise
  The Book of Hezekiah.....................................................................................Isaiah 34-39

Lecture 11 A Message of Comfort..........................................................................................Isaiah 40

Lecture 12 Providence and Justice..............................................................................Isaiah 41 and 42

Lecture 13 The LORD, the Redeemer..........................................................................Isaiah 43 and 44

Lecture 14 The Knowledge of the LORD
  The LORD’s Sovereignty over Other Gods.................................................Isaiah 45 and 46

Lecture 15 God’s Dealings Concerning Babylon.........................................................Isaiah 47 and 48

Lecture 16 The Servant and the Restoration...............................................................Isaiah 49 and 50

Lecture 17 The Prospect of Exaltation......................................................................Isaiah 51:1-52:12

Lecture 18 The Suffering Servant...........................................................................Isaiah 52:13-53:12

Lecture 19 Salvation’s Benefits Extended...................................................................Isaiah 54 and 55

Lecture 20 Salvation and Condemnation....................................................................Isaiah 56 and 57

Lecture 21 Promised Blessings
  Conversion from Depravity.......................................................................Isaiah 58 and 59

Lecture 22 Peace and Prosperity
  The Spirit-filled Servant of the LORD........................................................Isaiah 60 and 61

Lecture 23 The Promise of and the Plea for Deliverance...................................................Isaiah 62-64

Lecture 24 Mercy for Israel, Condemnation or Comfort..............................................Isaiah 65 and 66
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Lesson Assignments 
                                                                                                                                                

Lecture 1: Introduction to the Book of Isaiah
Required Reading: The Prophecy of Isaiah, An Introduction and Commentary, by J. Alec Motyer (Downers 
Grove, Illinois, 1993), pp. 13-34

Suggested Reading: The Book of Isaiah, Chapters 1-39, by John N. Oswalt (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. 
Eerdmans, 1986), pp. 3-59.

Listen to the lecture carefully and take notes along with EEBI.

1. Provide a historical sketch of the times in which the prophet Isaiah ministered.

2. Describe the phenomenon of the biblical prophet—the call of the prophet, the nature of prophecy, 
the contributions of the prophet, and the tests of the prophet.

3. What are the main issues involved in the discussion of the unity/disunity of the Book of Isaiah?  
Will it make any difference in the exposition of the text?

Lecture 2: The Method of Exegetical Exposition
Isaiah 6
Required Reading: Isaiah 6

The Prophecy of Isaiah, Motyer, pp. 74-80. 

EEBI, Ross, pp. 3-10, 52-70. 

Listen to the lecture carefully and take notes along with EEBI.

1. Give a brief description of Uzziah and tell about his death.

2. Offer a brief definition of “holy,” “glory,” and “unclean.”

3. Who does the New Testament suggest that Isaiah saw?

4. How does one determine that the cleansing scene here is figurative and not literal?

5. What does Isaiah mean by the “holy seed”?
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Lecture 3: The Message of Rebuke and Promise
Isaiah 1-5
Required Reading: Isaiah 1-5

The Prophecy of Isaiah, Motyer, pp. 40-73.

EEBI, Ross, pp. 36-52

Listen to the lecture carefully and take notes along with EEBI.

1. What can we say about the possible occasion, setting and the genre of Isaiah 1?

2. Paint as clear a picture as you can of the nature of the sins of Israel at this time and their results.

3. What is the point of the simile with Sodom?

4. What is the best definition of the verb in Isaiah 1:18 that has been translated “reason”?

5. Contrast the description of the false worship with hypocrisy in chapter 1 with the pure worship in 
peace of chapter 2.

6. From a survey of chapters 3 and 4, what would you say are the manifestations of pride?

7. What figure of speech is the section on the vineyard in chapter 5?  Explain what that would mean.

Lecture 4: The Promise of Immanuel
Isaiah 7 and 8
Required Reading: Isaiah 7 and 8

The Prophecy of Isaiah, Motyer, pp. 80-98.

EEBI, Ross, pp. 70-86.

Listen to the lecture carefully and take notes along with EEBI.

1. Briefly comment on the nature and/or faith of King Ahaz.

2. Show how the names of the prophet and his sons are “signs” (as he says in chapter 8).

3. What is a sign?  Explain how the word is used in Scripture.

4. What are some of the arguments on the meaning of the word “virgin/young woman” (`almah)?

5. What are some of the views on the fulfillment of this prophecy?

6. Explain the Hebrew word for “believe” (Hiphil of ‘aman).

7. According to chapter 8, what can the LORD be for people, for those who believe and those who do 
not believe?

8. Comment on some of the high figures—hissing for the bee, shaving, and the rivers of Shiloh and 
Euphrates.
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Lecture 5: God’s Deliverer and God’s Judgment
Isaiah 9 and 10
Required Reading: Isaiah 9 and 10

The Prophecy of Isaiah, Motyer, pp. 98-120.

EEBI, Ross, pp. 86-103.

Listen to the lecture carefully and take notes along with EEBI.

1. How does Matthew see this prophecy being fulfilled in his day (Matthew 4)?

2. The passage makes allusion to the days of Midian. What are some of the points about that period 
with Gideon that might be relevant here?

3. Elaborate on the meanings of the names for the Messiah.

4. How should we describe peace and righteousness as Isaiah portrays them?

5. Isaiah 10 has some similarities to Micah 1. What are they and what is the point of such use of 
language?

Lecture 6: The Glorious Reign of the Messiah
Judgment on the Nations
Isaiah 11-14
Required Reading: Isaiah 11-14

The Prophecy of Isaiah, Motyer, pp. 120-146

EEBI, Ross, pp. 103-114.

Listen to the lecture carefully and take notes along with EEBI.

1. What is the source of the New Testament reference, “He shall be called a Nazarene”?

2. What kind of grammatical construction is being used in describing the kind of spirit/Spirit that will 
empower the Messiah?  In other words, analyze the genitives in the list.

3. How would you describe the meaning and use of the Hebrew word Sheol in the Old Testament?

4. Is Isaiah 14 a reference to Satan, or just the human king? 
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Lecture 7: God’s Sovereignty over the Nations
Isaiah 14-23
Required Reading: Isaiah 14-23

The Prophecy of Isaiah, Motyer, pp. 147-194

EEBI, Ross, pp. 115-121.

Listen to the lecture carefully and take notes along with EEBI.

1. What is the source of the New Testament reference, “He shall be called a Nazarene”?

2. What kind of grammatical construction is being used in describing the kind of spirit/Spirit that will 
empower the Messiah?  In other words, analyze the genitives in the list.

3. How would you describe the meaning and use of the Hebrew word Sheol in the Old Testament?

4. Is Isaiah 14 a reference to Satan, or just the human king?

Lecture 8: The Little Apocalypse
Isaiah 24-27
Required Reading: Isaiah 24-27

The Prophecy of Isaiah,  Motyer, pp. 194-226.

EEBI, Ross, pp. 121-129.

Listen to the lecture carefully and take notes along with EEBI.

1. To what do the covering and the veil refer in 25:6-8?

2. Explain the images in Isaiah 26:18-20--the birth pangs, the dead living, and the “little while.”

3. Explain Leviathan the gliding serpent, Leviathan the coiling serpent, and the monster of the deep, 
in 27:1. 

4. Comment on the images of the harvest ingathering and the blowing of trumpets (27:12,13).

5. What warrant is there for making “Israelites” in verse 12 to mean Gentiles?
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Lecture 9: Woes upon the Unbelievers of Israel
Isaiah 28-33
Required Reading: Isaiah 28-33

The Prophecy of Isaiah,  Motyer,  pp. 227-268.

EEBI, Ross, pp. 129-135.

Listen to the lecture carefully and take notes along with EEBI.

1. Judah is a slow listener?  How would they be taught (ch. 28)?

2. What is the covenant of death that they would make (ch. 28)?

3. What is the significance of “Ariel” (ch. 29)?

4. To whom does 29:13 refer?  Note the New Testament use of this verse.

5. What are the effects of the pouring out of the Spirit according to chapter 32?

Lecture 10: Judgment and Promise
The Book of Hezekiah
Isaiah 34-39
Required Reading: Isaiah 34-39

The Prophecy of Isaiah, Motyer, pp. 268-297

EEBI, Ross, pp. 136-148.

Listen to the lecture carefully and take notes along with EEBI.

1. Identify briefly the following:

a. Sennacherib

b. Rabshekah

c. Merodach Baladin

d. Esarhaddon

e. Eliakim

2. How did God deliver Judah from the Assyrian invasion?

3. What is the sign of the extension of Hezekiah’s life?

4. What are the parts of a declarative praise psalm?

5. What was the wrong of Hezekiah in chapter 39?
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Lecture 11: A Message of Comfort
Isaiah 40
Required Reading: Isaiah 40

The Prophecy of Isaiah, Motyer, pp. 298-308.

EEBI, Ross, pp. 148-157.

Listen to the lecture carefully and take notes along with EEBI.

1. Who are the heralds in verses 1 and 2?  Verse 3?  

2. What is the meaning of the highway as opposed to the crooked places (what figure is employed and 
how does it work)? 

3. What is the image of the shepherd meant to convey in the passage?

4. “Your God comes!”  How does this apply to the original context?  What is the Messianic fulfillment 
of this?

5. What in the setting of this chapter illustrates the point that God is sovereign over the nations?

6. What is the tone of verse 27?

7. What does it mean to “wait upon the LORD”?

Lecture 12: Providence and Justice
Isaiah 41 and 42
Required Reading: Isaiah 41 and 42

The Prophecy of Isaiah, Motyer, pp. 308-330

EEBI, Ross, pp. 158-162.

Listen to the lecture carefully and take notes along with EEBI.

1. The prophecy is a prophecy about Cyrus coming from the East/North to deliver Israel. Explain 
how the oracle works with Israel the servant, Cyrus the servant, and then ultimately Messiah the 
Servant.

2. Note some ideas that come to mind in studying “I am the first and the last.”

3. What is the force of the challenge to the pagan gods and their devotees?

4. Distinguish the “former things” from the “new things.”

5. Israel, the servant, is described as deaf and blind.  What are they to perceive?
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Lecture 13: The LORD, the Redeemer
Isaiah 43 and 44
Required Reading: Isaiah 43 and 44

The Prophecy of Isaiah, Motyer, pp. 330-351

EEBI, Ross, pp. 163-184.

Listen to the lecture carefully and take notes along with EEBI.

1. In chapter 43 there are some figures that need clarification: waters, rivers, fire, and flame.

2. What kind of witnesses is envisioned here?

3. What is the “new thing” that the LORD will do?

4. Why did they not call on the LORD?

5. Why does the prophet use the word “vanity” to describe the idols in chapter 44?

6. What does it mean, “they feed on ashes”?

7. Why does the LORD stress that the people are His servants?

Lecture 14: The Knowledge of the LORD
The LORD’s Sovereignty over Other Gods
Isaiah 44:24-46:13
Required Reading: Isaiah 45 and 46

The Prophecy of Isaiah, Motyer, pp. 352-371

EEBI, Ross, pp.185-200.

Listen to the lecture carefully and take notes along with EEBI.

1. Discuss the parallels between the raising up of Cyrus and the raising up of Pharaoh in the exodus.

2. How should we interpret the iron gates and the treasures of darkness? 

3. According to 45:7, God creates evil.  How would you explain this?

4. What are the dates of the events prophesied in this section?

5. Who are Bel and Nebo?

6. What does the term “righteousness” mean at the end of chapter 46, and why is it being used?
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Lecture 15: God’s Dealings Concerning Babylon
Isaiah 47 and 48
Required Reading: Isaiah 47 and 48

The Prophecy of Isaiah,  Motyer,  pp. 371-383

EEBI, Ross, pp. 201-209.

Listen to the lecture carefully and take notes along with EEBI.

1. What are the reasons the text gives for the judgment on Babylon?

2. Describe Israel’s unbelief within the context.

3. How did God deal with Israel’s unbelief?

4. What are the explanations possible for 48:16?

5. What does the LORD teach, and how does He do it?

Lecture 16: The Servant and Restoration
Isaiah 49 and 50
Required Reading: Isaiah 49 and 50

The Prophecy of Isaiah,  Motyer,  pp. 383-401

EEBI, Ross, pp. 209-218.

Listen to the lecture carefully and take notes along with EEBI.

1. What are some of the main changes now with the section of Isaiah 49-55?

2. Comment on some of the characteristics and descriptions of the Servant and then relate these to 
fulfillments.

3. How do the sections of chapter 50 fit together?

4. Comment on the figures of bill of divorcement and bill of sale.

5. What is meant by kindling fires at the end of chapter 50?
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Lecture 17: The Prospect of Exaltation
Isaiah 51:1-52:12
Required Reading: Isaiah 51 and 52

The Prophecy of Isaiah,  Motyer,  pp. 402-422

EEBI, Ross, pp. 218-226.

Listen to the lecture carefully and take notes along with EEBI.

1. What is the image of the rock in this section, and how is it applied by Christ in the New Testament?

2. What is the meaning of the image of the cup in Scripture?

3. What are some of the possible understandings of the garments they are invited to put on?

4. The Good News  —who are the messengers and what is the news?  How does Paul use this passage 
in the New Testament?

5. What seems to be the provenance of chapter 52?

Lecture 18: The Suffering Servant
Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Required Reading: Isaiah 52:13--53:12

The Prophecy of Isaiah,  Motyer, pp. 422-443

EEBI, Ross, pp. 227-242.

Listen to the lecture carefully and take notes along with EEBI.

1. Discuss the nature of this oracle as prophecy with regard to Jesus as well as relevance to the 
immediate audience.

2. Explain briefly the structure of the song.

3. Comment on the difficulty with the word “startle/sprinkle” in the first stanza.

4. On the basis of this song give a clear description of what we mean by “vicarious, substitutionary 
atonement.”

5. What kind of “offering” is being referred to in verse 10?

6. What sacrificial ritual or cultic event forms the background of the third stanza?

7. How does Jesus use this song in His teachings?
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Lecture 19: The Suffering Servant
Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Required Reading: Isaiah 54 and 55

The Prophecy of Isaiah, Motyer, pp. 443-458.

EEBI, Ross, pp. 242-255.

Listen to the lecture carefully and take notes along with EEBI.

1. Explain some of the figures here: barren woman, desolate wife, shame of youth, reproach of 
widowhood.

2. Explain the contrasts in verses 7 and 8--the moment and forever, the forsaken and the gathering.

3. What is the analogy with Noah?

4. Offer an explanation of building the city with precious stones and relate to Revelation’s picture of 
the heavenly Jerusalem. 

5. Explain the figures of thirst, buy, eat, no money.

6. What are the ways and thoughts to be forsaken?  What are God’s ways and thoughts?

Lecture 20: Salvation and Condemnation
Isaiah 56 and 57
Required Reading: Isaiah 56 and 57

The Prophecy of Isaiah, Motyer, pp. 461-478.

EEBI, Ross, pp. 255-262.

Listen to the lecture carefully and take notes along with EEBI.

1. What is the significance of emphasizing “keeping the sabbath day”?

2. Describe Israel’s idolatry before the exile. Was it this way during and after the exile as well?

3. What is being described in 57:9?

4. When the prophets describe idolatry, they often will call it fornication or describe it as such.  If we 
classify that imagery as metonymy, what would we be saying?
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Lecture 21: Promised Blessings
Conversion from Depravity
Isaiah 58 and 59
Required Reading: Isaiah 58 and 59

The Prophecy of Isaiah, Motyer, pp. 478-488

EEBI, Ross, pp. 262-266.

Listen to the lecture carefully and take notes along with EEBI.

1. What was wrong with the way the people were fasting?

2. What does the LORD require of them, and what does He promise?

3. Where in the New Testament is the list of sins in chapter 59 found? 

4. Why does the prophet arrange the sins according to the parts of the body?

5. Explain the imagery of 59:5.

6. What other passages come to mind when studying 59:21?

Lecture 22: Peace and Prosperity
The Spirit-filled Servant of the LORD
Isaiah 60 and 61
Required Reading: Isaiah 60 and 61

The Prophecy of Isaiah, Motyer, pp. 489-504

EEBI, Ross, pp. 266-273.

Listen to the lecture carefully and take notes along with EEBI.

1. When the prophet says, “Arise, shine,” what does he want people to do?

2. Describe the prophet’s vision of the participation of the nations in the glory of Zion (Isaiah 60).

3. What interpretations should be given to Isaiah 60:19,20?

4. What holy day/festival provides the background for the imagery of Isaiah 61:1-3? 

5. How was this prophecy fulfilled by Jesus at the time He read the passage in the synagogue?

6. Why will the people be called priests of the LORD (61:6)?

7. What parts of this chapter were fulfilled at the return from exile? at the first coming of the Messiah? 
or will be fulfilled at the second coming?
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Lecture 23: The Promise of and the Plea for Deliverance
Isaiah 62-64
Required Reading: Isaiah 62-64

The Prophecy of Isaiah,  Motyer, pp. 504-522

EEBI, Ross, pp. 273-279.

Listen to the lecture carefully and take notes along with EEBI.

1. Explain the significance of “Beulah” and “Hephzibah.”

2. What other “names” appear in this oracle?  What is the significance of giving these new names?

3. Explain the imagery of Isaiah 63:1-4.

4. How was the prayer of Isaiah 64:1,2 answered in 536 B.C.?  Did that exhaust its meaning?

5. Summarize the prayer in this chapter and explain the basis for their appeal.

Lecture 24: Mercy for Israel
Condemnation or Comfort for Sinners
Isaiah 65 and 66
Required Reading: Isaiah 65 and 66

The Prophecy of Isaiah, Motyer, pp. 522-544

EEBI, Ross, pp. 280-286.

Listen to the lecture carefully and take notes along with EEBI.

1. To whom was the LORD appealing in verse 1?

2. Describe the nature of the sins listed in this chapter, and comment on when they were committed.

3. In your opinion does Isaiah 65:20 mean what Motyer says it means?

4. What is the “missionary” vision in Isaiah 66:19,20? 

5. How would you explain the “new heavens and the new earth”?  Compare the Book of Revelation.


