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Be Prepared to Give an Answer
Course Lecturer: Douglas Groothuis, PhD

Course Description 
                                                                                                                                                

In this course, Dr. Douglas Groothuis, professor of philosophy, will give a comprehensive introduction 
to Christian apologetics. He will discuss the nature of apologetics, how to defend objective truth, 
the nature of the Christian worldview, the arguments for God’s existence, and some objections to 
the Christian faith such as the problem of evil.

Course Objectives                 
 

Upon completion of this course, you should be able to:
• Describe Christian apologetics, its importance, and some general apologetic methods.
• Discuss and defend objective truth.
• Explain the Christian worldview and its relevance to Christian apologetics.
• Respond to false claims against Christianity.
• Articulate several different apologetic arguments to make a cumulative case for 

Christianity. 
• Identify important facts about the Bible and defend it as a reliable, historical document.
• Describe the person of Jesus and support the claims that He is divine and rose from the 

dead.
• Demonstrate that Christianity is distinct from all other religions.
• Address the problems of evil and hell.

Course Lecturer 
                                                                                                                                                

Douglas Groothuis, PhD
Education:
• University of Oregon, PhD and BS
• University of Wisconsin-Madison, MA

Teaching Career:
• Full-time faculty member, Denver Seminary
•	 Adjunct	professor,	Seattle	Pacific	University
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• Visiting instructor in apologetics, Westminster Theological Seminary
• Instructor, University of Oregon

Other Career Highlights:
• Gifted speaker and communicator who has spoken and preached on a wide range of topics
• Member, Evangelical Theological Society, Evangelical Philosophical Society, and Society of Christian 

Philosophers

Publications:
• Author of numerous books, including Unmasking the New Age, The Soul in Cyberspace, Truth Decay, 

On Jesus, Christian Apologetics, Philosophy in Seven Sentences, Walking through Twilight: A Wife’s 
Illness—A Philosopher’s Lament, and I Love You to the Stars (a children’s book written with Crystal 
Bowman)

• Author of numerous academic articles in journals such as Philosophia Christi, Religious Studies, 
Sophia, Bibliotheca Sacra, and Academic Questions. 

• Author of numerous articles in publications such as Christianity Today, The Christian Research 
Journal, The Journal for Christian Legal Thought, The Chronicle of Higher Education, and many others

• Contributor of numerous entries to reference volumes such as The Dictionary of Christianity and 
Science, The Apologetics Study Bible, The Evangelical Dictionary of World Religions, and the textbook, 
Problems in Value Theory

Course Methods 
                                                                                                                                                

Throughout this course, a number of methods will be used to engage you in understanding, processing 
and applying the information learned in this course to your life. These methods include the following:

• Video-based teaching 
The primary teaching session in each lesson is provided in video format. If you do not have 
the bandwidth required to view the video, we provide the option of listening to the lesson 
or reading the lesson from a transcript.

• Additional Resources
Lessons may be accompanied by additional readings, images, etc. that you can use to 
supplement your learning.

Course Requirements 
                                                                                                                                                

To	earn	a	Certificate	of	Completion,	you	must	complete	the	course	requirements.	Course requirements 
include:

1. Viewing the following for each lesson:
• Lesson Overview: A brief outline of what the lecturer will cover in the lesson.
• Lesson Objectives: Objectives describe the learning outcomes you should achieve by the 

end of the lesson.
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• Lectures: 60-90 minute lessons that can be viewed as many times as needed.

2. Responding to the discussion questions for each lesson.

3. Earning a 70% or higher score on each lesson Quiz and the Final Exam.
Quizzes and the Final Exam will cover the material presented in the lectures.


