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The Many Faces of Paul
Course Lecturer: Joseph R. Dodson, PhD

Course Description 
                                                                                                                                                

When you think of Paul, perhaps one of the following comes to mind: famous Christian convert, 
prolific biblical author, influential Christian teacher and leader, apostle to the gentiles, or miracle 
worker. But who was Paul, really? What was his life like, what did he teach, how did he act, and what 
was most important to him? In this course, trace some of the major events in Paul’s life and explore 
the different personas he adopted in order to reach the ends of the earth with the gospel message. 
Discover a man who truly believed and lived the idea that there is nothing better than the gospel 
of Jesus Christ.

Course Objectives                 
 

Upon completion of this course, you should be able to:
• Provide a brief overview of Paul’s life and explain why understanding his life and 

teachings is valuable to the believer.
• Describe each of the following personas of Paul: rabbi, philosopher, apocalyptic, mystic, 

missionary, pastor, and mishpat.
• Explain what we learn from each of Paul’s personas.
• Identify each of Paul’s personas in various pieces of Scripture.

Course Lecturer 
                                                                                                                                                

Joseph R. Dodson, PhD
Education:
• Post-doctorate, University of Tübingen, Germany
• University of Aberdeen, PhD
• Ouachita Baptist University, BA

Teaching Career:
• Associate Professor of New Testament, Denver Seminary
• Associate Professor of Biblical Studies, Ouachita Baptist University
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Other Career Highlights:
• Minister to Young Adults, First Baptist Church in Arkadelphia, AR

Publications:
• Author of numerous articles for journals such as Novum Testamentum, Catholic Biblical Quarterly, 

and the Journal for Jewish Studies 
• Author and editor of numerous books including A Little Book for New Bible Scholars with E. Randolph 

Richards and a co-edited volume with David E. Briones, Paul and Seneca in Dialogue

Course Methods 
                                                                                                                                                

Throughout this course, a number of methods will be used to engage you in understanding, processing 
and applying the information learned in this course to your life. These methods include the following:

• Video-based teaching 
The primary teaching session in each lesson is provided in video format. If you do not have 
the bandwidth required to view the video, we provide the option of listening to the lesson 
or reading the lesson from a transcript.

• Additional Resources
Lessons may be accompanied by additional readings, images, etc. that you can use to 
supplement your learning.

Course Requirements 
                                                                                                                                                

To earn a Certificate of Completion, you must complete the course requirements. Course requirements 
include:

1. Viewing the following for each lesson:
• Lesson Overview: A brief outline of what the lecturer will cover in the lesson.
• Lesson Objectives: Objectives describe the learning outcomes you should achieve by the 

end of the lesson.
• Lectures: 15-minute lessons that can be viewed as many times as needed.

2. Responding to the discussion questions for each lesson.

3. Earning a 70% or higher score on each lesson Quiz and the Final Exam.
Quizzes and the Final Exam will cover the material presented in the lectures.


