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Walk by the Spirit: 
Spiritual Fruit & Gospel Fiber
Course Lecturer: Joseph R. Dodson, PhD

Course Description 
                                                                                                                                                

It’s true that fruit and fiber are good for our bodies, but in this course, discover why spiritual fruit 
and gospel fiber are necessary for the soul! Dr. Joey Dodson discusses walking by the Spirit according 
to the context of Paul’s letter to the Galatians. He will lead you on an exploration of the depth and 
breadth of the freedom we have in Christ and what we have access to as a result of that freedom. 
You will examine the context of the fruit of the Spirit passage and discover how this context sheds 
new light on the beloved text. Finally, Dr. Dodson will help you delve into the passages on the works 
of the flesh and the fruit of the Spirit and explore how the fruit of the Spirit is meant to be lived out 
within the body of Christ. 

Course Objectives                 
 

Upon completion of this course, you should be able to:
• Explain the context for the fruit of the Spirit passage in Galatians and examine the fruit 

of the Spirit in light of its immediate literary context.
• Describe the freedom we have in Christ and how that relates to the fruit of the Spirit.
• Explain what it means to walk according to the Spirit and identify the results of doing 

so.
• Describe the war between the Spirit and the flesh.
• Describe briefly each fruit of the Spirit.
• Explain how believers experience the fruit of the Spirit in their lives.
• Explain the corporate nature of the fruit of the Spirit.

Course Lecturer 
                                                                                                                                                

Joseph R. Dodson, PhD
Education:
• Post-doctorate, University of Tübingen, Germany
• University of Aberdeen, PhD
• Ouachita Baptist University, BA
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Teaching Career:
• Associate Professor of New Testament, Denver Seminary
• Associate Professor of Biblical Studies, Ouachita Baptist University

Other Career Highlights:
• Minister to Young Adults, First Baptist Church in Arkadelphia, AR

Publications:
• Author of numerous articles for journals such as Novum Testamentum, Catholic Biblical Quarterly, 

and the Journal for Jewish Studies 
• Author and editor of numerous books including A Little Book for New Bible Scholars with E. Randolph 

Richards and a co-edited volume with David E. Briones, Paul and Seneca in Dialogue

Course Methods 
                                                                                                                                                

Throughout this course, a number of methods will be used to engage you in understanding, processing 
and applying the information learned in this course to your life. These methods include the following:

• Video-based teaching 
The primary teaching session in each lesson is provided in video format. If you do not have 
the bandwidth required to view the video, we provide the option of listening to the lesson 
or reading the lesson from a transcript.

• Additional Resources
Lessons may be accompanied by additional readings, images, etc. that you can use to 
supplement your learning.

Course Requirements 
                                                                                                                                                

To earn a Certificate of Completion, you must complete the course requirements. Course requirements 
include:

1. Viewing the following for each lesson:
• Lesson Overview: A brief outline of what the lecturer will cover in the lesson.
• Lesson Objectives: Objectives describe the learning outcomes you should achieve by the 

end of the lesson.
• Lectures: 10-minute lessons that can be viewed as many times as needed.

2. Responding to the discussion questions for each lesson.

3. Earning a 70% or higher score on each lesson Quiz and the Final Exam.
Quizzes and the Final Exam will cover the material presented in the lectures.


