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5-MRD Journal:

I can imagine friends who know how inexperienced I am with a 
kayak saying it was a miracle I didn’t take on more water. But, 
joking aside, what we call miracles are often nothing more than 
surprising or unusual experiences. Ever since naturalistic science 
became the virtual authority on what is real and what is not, 
some have surrendered belief in anything other than nature, as 
we commonly understand it. Some have abandoned the historic 
belief that there is a God—and that there is a supernatural realm 
that runs like a stream parallel to the stream of the natural world, 
all that we can see and touch. 

According to the Bible, this invisible stream of divine power 
actually controls and causes the material stream to exist.  

This two-stream view of reality is grounded in the opening 
sentence of the Bible where we read: “In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth.”

Dr. William Craig: Well, of course, naturalism would preclude 
miracles altogether. Naturalism is the view that all that exists is 
the space, time, universe, and its physical contents. And if you 
presuppose naturalism, then miracles are ruled out of court 
before you even come to the table to look at the evidence. Others 
I think may not deny the existence of a supernatural being. But 
nevertheless, they think that allowing the supernatural being 
to get his fingers dirty in the operation of the universe, so to 
speak, would somehow upset science. That it would make science 
impossible.

Now when He [Jesus] got into a boat, His disciples followed Him. 

And suddenly a great tempest arose on the sea, so that the boat 
was covered with the waves. But He was asleep. 
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Then His disciples came to Him and awoke Him, saying, “Lord, 
save us! We are perishing!” 

But He said to them, “Why are you fearful, O you of little faith?” 
Then He arose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there 
was a great calm. 

So the men marveled, saying, “Who can this be, that even the 
winds and the sea obey Him?” Matthew 8:23—27 (NKJV) (Luke 
8:22—25)

6-MRD Journal:       

In a rented canoe, Jimmy joined me on the river . . . 

Here the Jordan moves slowly on toward the Sea of Galilee.  You 
can paddle or let the current do the work. 

Until modern times, the inhabitants of this land had no doubts 
that there was a supernatural stream of existence that flowed 
alongside the natural stream of our lives.  

But it’s been a long time since these waters and this land have 
witnessed the kind of miracles Jesus is said to have done. What we 
now know is that, according to the Bible, God was using miracles 
at that time to show everyone who Jesus was. Because Jesus’ 
words and works were recorded in the Bible, many still believe the 
supernatural hand of God is possible and sometimes observable. 
Others are not so sure. For them, seeing is believing—and, without 
observable proof, they are intellectually incapable of accepting 
the possibility of miracles.

Jesus said to [Thomas], 

Because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have believed.John 20:29 (NKJV) 

Dr. William Craig: Well, I think we have to differentiate between 
the intellectual culture and popular culture. In popular culture, I 
sense that people are quite open to the existence of supernatural 
events: miracles and so forth. But among the nation’s intelligentsia, 
that is to say people who are professional scientists and academics 
at our universities, I think that the naturalistic prejudice against 
miracles is deeply, deeply entrenched.
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7-MRD Journal:

According to the thousands of copies of New Testament 
manuscripts we have, these waters of the Jordan and of the Sea 
of Galilee witnessed miraculous events. But unfortunately, most 
don’t take the time to consider the flood of evidence for the claims 
of Jesus.  

Jimmy: Just floating down the Jordan River, the northern portion 
of it, which will lead in just a moment or two into the Sea of Galilee. 
Over to the west, Capernaum, headquarters for the ministry of 
Jesus Christ for three-and-a-half years. 

And then as you follow the shores to the west, Bethsaida, where 
Jesus would feed the five thousand It was an example of how He 
had power over nature. The miracles of casting out the demons 
would take place in this region as well; the healing of disease on 
those who would travel to see Jesus after hearing what he was 
doing throughout the entire region and even the raising from the 
dead; the miracles of Jesus here in this region, the northern end 
of the Sea of Galilee near the Jordan River. 

8-MRD Journal:  

Earlier I had planned to pull a fast one on Jimmy by throwing a 
yellow pepper in the river and asking him what he thought the 
chances were of ever seeing it again. When he expressed doubt, 
I told him I’d find it. What I didn’t tell him is that I had another 
pepper like it in the bag, and was planning to slip it into the water 
near the mouth of the Galilee when he wasn’t looking. I was as 
surprised as anyone when, like a miracle, the pepper passed us 
as we later were putting in our canoe, miles downriver. OK, so it 
wasn’t a miracle, but it wasn’t what I expected. 

The wonder of the miracles that Jesus did is that they were far 
more than unexpected events—in more ways than one. His 
miracles stood in extreme contrast to what his Jewish countrymen 
would have expected from a miracle-working Savior. They were 
looking for a Messiah who would use His supernatural power to 
free them from bondage to occupying armies. But Jesus had a 
grander plan—a plan that would one day bring the entire world 
a kingdom of peace and where tears, pain, infirmity, and death 
would be banished.
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Dr. William Craig: The purpose of Jesus’ miracles was to serve as 
signs of the in-breaking of the kingdom of God. The centerpiece 
of the message preached by Jesus of Nazareth was that the 
kingdom of God was breaking into human history. And as signs of 
this in-breaking, He carried on a ministry of miracle working and 
exorcisms, healing people of various diseases and infirmities, and 
then casting out evil spirits. And these were meant to be signs 
to the people that the advent of the kingdom of God was indeed 
coming in the Person of Jesus. 

9-MRD Journal:

After more than an hour on the Jordan, Jimmy and I finally floated 
out of the stream and into Lake Kinneret, the biblical Sea of Galilee. 
From there we could catch a glimpse of both the east and west 
shorelines where huge crowds of people some two thousand years 
ago flocked to hear Jesus and see Him perform miracles. But it was 
on the face of these waters where Jesus clearly demonstrated that 
He was indeed the very Creator who had come to us in the form 
of a man. Here He caused a storm to cease and here He walked 
on the surface of the water. In part because of these miracles, the 
apostle Paul could describe Jesus with this astounding assertion: 

[Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 
creation.

For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that 
are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 
or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him 
and for Him.

And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 
Colossians 1:15-17 (NKJV) 

Dr. William Craig: And similarly, the nature miracles that Jesus 
exhibited I think were also signs of His lordship and authority 
over the created world. One of these is particularly interesting: 
His walking on the water. It wasn’t just a sort of meandering 
about, to do something sensational. Rather, in the Old Testament, 
Yahweh, God is described as the One who walks upon the waters, 
walks upon the waves. And just as Yahweh would pass by Moses 
to show Moses His glory, it says that Jesus intended to pass by the 
disciples in walking on the waves. It was a theophany in effect, a 
demonstration of His character as God Himself.
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Mart: When I read the New Testament text, when I read about 
the supernatural things that it describes that Jesus did here on 
this shoreline in the communities of the Galilee, I’m impressed 
with the fact that according to these Gospel writers nobody was 
denying that Jesus was doing powerful things, supernatural 
things, things that caused people to say, “I’ve never seen anything 
like this before.” 

Now His enemies attributed the power to Satan. They said, “This 
man is doing it by the prince of demons.” But the friends of Jesus, 
those who at least became friends, became persuaded by what they 
had seen, they concluded that what He was doing was consistent 
with a river of history that went all the way back through the Old 
Testament, back to the days of Moses, to the days of Abraham, 
back to Adam. 

And for them what they saw was something that fulfilled the 
predictions of the prophets. And I find that most compelling, not 
merely the fact that somebody claims that miracles took place 
around here, but that those events, those supernatural events, 
fit into a whole pattern, a framework of history that showed that 
according to these friends of Jesus the Messiah, the long-awaited 
Messiah had finally come and showed by the breaking of bread, 
by the multiplication of sardines, by healing paralyzed people 
and withered hands and the walking on water, by His stilling the 
storm, that He was the long-awaited anointed One, the Messiah 
of God. 

10-MRD Journal:

So did Jesus really perform the miracles attributed to Him? 
A number of His disciples died for their belief in Him, a belief 
grounded in what they had seen of a power that convinced them 
to follow Him. Those same miracles confirmed Jesus’ compassion 
for people. As the loving expression of an invisible God, they 
lifted the veil that conceals the eternal supernatural world that 
will one day be openly revealed to all who have put their faith in 
Jesus Christ—the One who was God in human flesh.

And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His 
disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in His name. John 
20:30—31 (NKJV)


