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This is lecture number two. We are in the book of Galatians, 
and at the end of the previous session, were ready to come to 
3:19, in which Paul discusses two of three purposes for the 
Law which he is going to address in this epistle. The first, if we 
translate the Greek in its most natural way, says seemingly, that 
the Law was added in order to cause transgressions—that is, 
deliberate, willful, conscious sins. This may simply mean that 
which was an offense to God, but the Jews did not know it until 
they received the Law; now [it] becomes, when performed, a 
conscious offense. It may actually mean, as human psychology 
readily demonstrates, that there are times when forbidden fruit 
seems even sweeter. And people are tempted to do things once 
they know they are wrong that they wouldn’t have been tempted 
to do otherwise.

In Romans, Paul will elaborate this argument and point out 
that when conscious sin increases, so also does consciousness 
of the need for a savior. And that could explain such a purpose 
for the Law. But here in Galatians, the second and major point 
which he wishes to make, which occupies 3:21–4:7, is, in effect, 
an opposite perspective. Namely that the Law has a custodial 
or deterrent or restricting function; that, even as some people 
are tempted to disobey laws once they are given, more often 
than not, law does have a restraining effect on human behavior. 
And the same was true in the history of Judaism. Paul illustrates 
this point by means of three metaphors in these verses: (1) the 
metaphor of the jailor thinking of his protective, rather than 
his punitive function (see verses 22-23); (2) the metaphor of 
the pedagogue, the Greek of verse 24 says, “the Law was put in 
charge to lead us to Christ.” That’s the NIV’s translation, but 
a more literal rendering would be, “the Law was a pedagogue 
to lead us to Christ.” Today we think of a pedagogue as a 
schoolteacher. In the ancient world, the pedagogue was the 
slave in a well-to-do family who was responsible for seeing 
to it that the son made it to school and back. If we wanted 
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to contemporize it, today the pedagogue would not be the 
schoolmaster (the King James rendering of this phrase), but it 
would be the school bus. It was a minimally educative, but a 
maximally supervisory, role.

The third metaphor that Paul employs in 4:1-7 corresponds 
very closely to what we mean by the terms today, namely, 
the metaphor of guardians and trustees—children who are 
still minors, like slaves, do not have inheritance privileges 
but must be regulated by legal guardians. What all three of 
these illustrations have in common, however, is not only 
their restrictive, protective custodial functions, but also their 
temporary length of existence. At least for the purposes that 
Paul is using them, these prisoners get out of jail. These school 
children grow up and leave school. And the minors whose 
estates are supervised by guardians and trustees attain the age 
of majority so that they can have legal rights over their own 
possessions.

Christians, Paul is saying, are like those three categories of 
people who have moved beyond the protective period of the 
Law. And so, for example, in verse 23, the prisoner is locked up 
by the Law only until faith shall be revealed. In verse 24, the Law 
is to lead us to Christ. But in 25, now we are no longer under its 
supervision. And in 4:4, the time has fully come so that we might 
“receive the full rights of sons,” (verse 5). Interestingly, tucked 
into this set of metaphors illustrating the second purpose of 
the Law and the fact that Christians have now moved beyond 
that period of time, is a verse that many believe is the most 
precious and significant verse in the entire epistle, certainly 
one of the most influential in contemporary discussions of the 
book—namely, 3:28, “In Christ [those who have come through 
this period of the Law], there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor 
free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Some 
would use this to settle all debates, for example, about the roles 
of women in the church. I would like to suggest that there are 
two extremes that need to be avoided here.

On the one hand, there are parallels that can be adduced from 
other Jewish and Greco-Roman literature, very similar to what 
Paul says in this verse, by writers who then go on to make very 
clear role differentiations of different categories of persons 
in society and in religion. To simply speak of unity across 
socio-economic humanly erected barriers does not mean the 
obliteration of all role distinctions. Paul might intend that, but 
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he would have to say it either here or elsewhere, more explicitly. 
We’ll have to turn to other passages, and, in fact, there is an 
entire lecture upcoming on Paul’s view of women that will focus 
on the most crucial passages for that debate.

On the other hand, there is an extreme, I believe equally to 
be avoided, that looks at this verse and sees it merely as some 
spiritual, invisible, mystical, intangible unity that all believers 
have. But Paul sets this verse in the context of baptism, verse 27, 
which was a radically egalitarian ritual, particularly overturning 
the more chauvinistic or sexist ritual of circumcision. Of course, 
women in Ancient Judaism should have been glad that they 
were not required to be circumcised as has been the case in 
certain pagan religions throughout history. A mutilation of 
their genitalia is somewhat analogous to what men have to 
experience. But comparing baptism, the Christian initiation 
ritual, with circumcision, the Jewish initiation ritual, there was 
a clear message that men and women were on equal terms in 
Christ; both were baptized in identical fashion. And whatever 
contemporary Christians do with some of the other difficult 
passages about Paul’s view on gender roles, there seems to me to 
be a strong call here for the church in every age to stress visibly, 
externally, outwardly in a way that gives a striking testimony 
to the culture of its day, our appreciation of the equal value of 
Jew and Greek, slave and free, male and female in the Church of 
Jesus Christ.

We come then to 4:8-31, which rounds out this second central 
2+ chapter section of Galatians and resumes more explicitly the 
arguments for Paul’s thesis of justification by faith. In verses 
8-11, he appeals to the Galatians’ pre-Christian experience of 
slavery to the elementary principles of the universe—Greek word 
stoikea, which could also have overtones of demonic influence 
and enslavement--a very striking term that he compares with 
those who want to remain or become again enslaved to the 
Jewish rituals and laws. He appeals again in verses 12-20 to the 
Galatians to remember their formerly proper zeal for him and 
his message, and contrasts this to the improperly motivated 
zeal of the Judaizers. And finally in verses 21-31, he engages in 
a unique and fascinating typology: the story of Abraham’s two 
wives, Hagar and Sarah—we read about in Genesis—and the two 
sons, Ishmael, the older son, the offspring of the slave woman, 
Hagar, and Isaac, the free son, the son through whom the Jewish 
people would be numbered, the more miraculously conceived 
offspring of Abraham by his true wife, Sarah.
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Again, from what we know of ancient Judaism, it is almost 
certain that the Judaizers were already appealing to this account 
to justify their interpretation of religious life. For them, it was 
ethnicity. It was physical descent that counted for everything. 
The true human offspring of Isaac by Abraham through Sarah 
were those who are ethnically Jews. And Gentiles, who could not 
claim that ancestry, if they wanted to please God, had to at least 
become proselytes to Judaism. They had to obey all of the Jewish 
Law; otherwise ,they were like the sons of Hagar, the slave 
children.

What Paul does is to exactly invert this typology. He makes it 
clear he is not explaining the original meaning of this passage. 
He says in verse 24, “these things may be taken figuratively.” 
A more literal translation is “these things are being taken 
figuratively,” or even allegorically, that is, by the Judaizers. 
But Paul wants to explain the appropriate application of this 
passage for 1st century categories of individuals. It is those who 
are the spiritual descendants of Abraham through Sarah and 
Isaac (that is, Christians who are free) that seed that was to be 
planted “among all nations” that Genesis 12 promised. And it 
is those who have not accepted Christ who remain enslaved, 
including the Judaizers, despite their ethnic pedigree. It’s about 
as dramatic a reversal of the typical Jewish exegesis as Paul 
could have chosen. Whether or not it would have convinced the 
Judaizers, he is hoping that it will remind the Galatians who 
have been seduced by them of how diametrically opposite they 
have reversed the message they once accepted.

All of this message was necessary and well and good. Certainly 
th   dominant theme of Galatians, even if we simply count 
chapters, in these first 4/6ths of the epistle, has been to combat 
the legalistic perversion of the gospel that Paul understood 
the Judaizers to be making. But there is a danger with such 
strong language. There is a danger that people can, so to speak, 
learn Paul’s message too well, or perhaps to put it better, to 
misunderstand him as saying that Christian living therefore is 
lawless, is without moral principle. And so in the closing two 
chapters, Paul guards against this misunderstanding. Perhaps 
there was a minority faction in Galatia who had already begun 
to be what we call antinomian, against the Law. Or perhaps he 
was simply aware, as he would be again in Romans 6:1, of the 
potential objection, “Shall we sin so that grace may abound?”
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And so, in 5:1–6:10, Paul describes freedom in Christ through 
the Spirit. He begins in verse 1 by calling clearly the Galatians to 
stand firm in this freedom with which Christ has set us free, and 
then in verses 1-12 explains that there is no halfway house. The 
Law requires complete obedience. One cannot believe in Christ 
but try to live by the works of the Law and say that one is still 
being justified by faith. It’s all or nothing. Verses 13 of chapter 
5 through 6:10 then make it clear that this “all for justification 
by faith in Christ”—this consistent expression of Christian 
freedom—is not antinomianism but is clearly moral. 

And here we come to the third purpose of the Law. Paul 
continues in Galatians and throughout his writings to quote the 
Old Testament as an authority, including as a moral authority for 
Christian living. But he always does so with an appreciation of 
how Christ’s coming has changed the application of many parts 
of the Law. He speaks in this letter, in 6:2, of the Law of Christ, 
which undoubtedly incorporates all of the moral principles of 
the gospels of Jesus and the apostles’ teaching, but continues 
to appreciate the abiding relevance of the Old Testament for 
believers; for also, in this section in 5:14, he says that “the entire 
law is summed up in the command ‘to love your neighbor as 
yourself.’”

The law, in this summative sense, still is binding for Christians. 
And, in fact, in II Timothy 3:16, the last letter Paul ever wrote, 
he will make it clear that “All of Scripture (which for him was 
primarily, if not exclusively the Old Testament) is (not only) 
God-breathed (inspired), but profitable for rebuke, reproof, 
correction, and teaching of righteousness, so that the man (or 
woman) of God may be fully equipped for every good work.” 
There is no section of the Old Testament that does not have 
authoritative relevance for the Christian, but that relevance 
is often something other than simple obedience in a literal 
fashion, in the way that Jews centuries earlier would have 
followed it. One has to understand how Christ and the gospel He 
preached has changed things.

So this closing section of Galatians illustrates this abiding moral 
principle, both of the Law and of Christian living more generally. 
It involves love preeminently (5:13-15). It involves avoiding the 
gratification of the flesh, the acts of the sinful nature, itemized 
in verses 16-21. It involves the Fruit of the Spirit, “love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control” (verses 22-26). It means bearing one another’s 
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burdens, the oppressive weights of 6:2, while not refusing to 
bear our own load, a different word in the Greek, referring to “a 
light knapsack” (6:5). It involves proper financial stewardship, 
especially with Christian instructors (verse 6). And it is perhaps 
likely that verses 7-10, though speaking more generally, still 
have the idea of stewardship in view. All of these principles 
mean that Christians have clear ethical observations to live in 
ways that demonstrate they have begun that process of moral 
transformation that justification in Christ creates. But these are 
principles that are quite different from the legalistic obedience 
of a long list of rules and regulations for religious living.

The last sentence of 5:23, usually translated in response to 
the Fruit of the Spirit, “against such things there is no law,” 
could perhaps be paraphrased and made clearer by saying, 
“These things cannot be legislated.” How could one ever pass 
a comprehensive list of laws for detailed behavior, which if 
perfectly followed, would perfectly embody love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control? These are character traits. They are inward attributes. 
They cannot be legislated. That’s the genius of the distinction 
that Paul sees in Galatians between moral Christian living and 
the type of obedience to the Law that his Judaizing opponents 
were promoting. Verses 11-18 then close the letter with a 
summary of several of Paul’s themes in this epistle and his final 
greetings.

How should we apply Galatians today? Some people have 
distinguished between two kinds of legalism. Certainly Galatians 
stands opposed to all forms of legalistic religion. Martin Luther 
was right in calling this letter the “charter of Christian liberty.” 
But there is what has been called “a hard legalism” and “a soft 
legalism.” Hard legalism can be defined as when any human 
work or ritual or obedience to a particular commandment is 
required or put forward as though it were required for salvation. 
We see this at times in branches of what calls itself Christianity 
when baptism or perhaps speaking in tongues or some other 
behavior is mandated and people are said not to be saved if they 
don’t perform these works. But that explicit, hard legalism is 
relatively few and far between in its appearance in Christian 
circles.

Much more common is what might be called soft legalism, which 
might be defined as treating the Christian life as a detailed list of 
largely external rules and regulations—things to do and things 
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not to do that can be observed and praised or censored, rather 
than treating it as a relationship with the living Lord in Christ 
from which right conduct naturally and lovingly flows. The 
common feature of a variety of forms of soft legalism has been 
called “my efforts by my resources to obey God for my reward.” 
And once one puts it that way, the parallels in Christianity are 
striking. Once one understands  1st century Judaism, despite 
many modern day Christian caricatures of it, one discovers that 
it is this latter form of religion that is a much more accurate 
description, even of Judaism in New Testament times, than the 
much rarer but more explicit form that we have called hard 
legalism.

A marvelous resource for considering practical contemporary 
applications in Christian circles of the freedom from both 
of these types of legalism is Chuck Swindoll’s book Grace 
Awakening, and close behind it is a book by Chap Clark entitled 
The Performance Illusion. Both writers stress how much of 
contemporary, particularly conservative, Christian thought is 
seldom explicitly, but often implicitly, works oriented. People 
feel that their daily behavior has a direct correlation on how 
God is going to treat them, that they must perform up to a 
certain standard or God will be greatly displeased with them. 
Yet virtually any standards that we try to erect for ourselves, 
we will violate, and Paul recognizes that. That is the genius of 
his presentation in this letter. We are not to try to measure up 
to some standard. We are not to live casually or callously or 
immorally as a response to that inability, but our moral living 
is to flow from a profound sense of gratitude—what God in 
Christ has already done for us that we could not do--rather than 
thinking we have a performance sheet, that our pay is based 
on our merit, or that we are being given grades as we were in 
school. All of the ways in which society encourages, from almost 
birth onwards, to evaluate ourselves based on performance, 
Christianity discourages, or should discourage.

We want to turn now to the next letter in chronological 
sequence that Paul wrote, the first of two letters to the 
Thessalonian congregation. These were probably written 
within a year or two of Galatians and the Apostolic Council that 
immediately followed it. We learn by comparing the section of 
the book of Acts that describes Paul’s coming to Thessalonica 
and evangelizing it (towards the beginning of Acts 17) and Paul’s 
own comments in this letter (chapter 3, especially verses 1 and 
6 of I Thessalonians) that he has continued to travel down the 
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Greek coast from Thessalonica (a town in the northeast part of 
Macedonia, the province that today occupies the northern half 
of the country of Greece) and that he is on his second missionary 
journey (a journey that has taken him much further afield than 
his initial evangelization of the territory of South Galatia). 
It has taken him across to Europe, and it traces his progress, 
largely following the coastal towns of Macedonia and Achaia, 
the two provinces of contemporary Greece. Paul has seemingly 
been in Thessalonica for only a very short period of time. Acts 
17 describes him reasoning there with the Jewish people in the 
synagogues for three Sabbaths. And although we are not told 
that he left immediately, the impression is given that it is not 
long after this that, again, certain Jewish opponents—perhaps 
some of the same Judaizing types that we saw in Galatia—have 
quite literally run him out of town.

He goes on to Berea, preaches there for a short period of time, 
progresses southward to Athens, and finally finds himself in 
Corinth, the next Greek city at which he will stay for an extended 
length of time, as the opening verses of chapter 18 describe. We 
learn from that section that he spends at least a year and a half 
in Corinth. And we learn from I Thessalonians that it is from 
Corinth that he is writing back to the church in Thessalonica. 
In I Thessalonians 3:1, Paul writes that when he was in Athens, 
just before arriving in Corinth, he felt it best to be left alone 
there, and sent his companion Timothy (who had previously 
stayed on a bit longer in Thessalonica and later in Berea) back 
to Thessalonica to see how the church was doing there. In verse 
6 of I Thessalonians 3, Paul explains that Timothy has just now 
returned and brought good news about the Thessalonians’ faith 
and love. And in Acts 17–18, as we follow the progress of Paul 
there, we discover that Paul was in Corinth, particularly in 18:5 
when Silas and Timothy return to him from Macedonia.

There are some uncertain features about the exact movements 
of all of Paul’s travel companions during this period of time, but 
we can be clear on the fact that Paul is in Corinth with Timothy, 
having just recently returned to him, when he pens the first of 
these letters to the church in Thessalonica. Because we can date 
Paul’s stay in Corinth fairly narrowly to the slightly more than 
one-year period of Gallio’s proconsulship there (the name of the 
Roman governor that Acts 18 describes of being in power when 
Paul was in Corinth), we can identify the time-span as either 
between summer of ad 50 and summer of ad 51—perhaps the 
most likely dates—or the one-year period immediately following 



Transcript - NT508  New Testament Survey: Epistles and Revelation

© 2019 Our Daily Bread University. All rights reserved.

1 Thessalonians- Christ is Coming Soon

9 of 13

Lesson 02 of 24

that, from 51–52. We are then, as we have said, a couple of years 
on from Galatians and the Apostolic Council, but we are with 
a very different type of church. We are with the one that Paul 
praises greatly. This is not an apologetic letter as Galatians 
was, but it is what has been called a parenetic letter—a letter of 
encouragement and of exhortation.

In fact, the opening three chapters of Paul’s First Letter to the 
Thessalonians provide the single longest segment of sustained 
praise that we find anywhere in any of Paul’s epistles. He has 
very little to criticize this church about and much to commend 
them for. In fact, in his opening thanksgiving in I Thessalonians 
1, particularly verses 7-8, he talks about what a model their 
rapid maturity in the faith has been for believers throughout the 
provinces of Macedonia and Achaia. This is all the more striking 
if it was true that Paul had spent perhaps less than a month 
personally planting the church and evangelizing the people in 
this Greek community—a reminder that it is not the length of 
time but the degree of maturity that counts in evaluating the 
progress of a Christian community.

Paul then has much to praise the Thessalonians for, but he does 
have one or two specific doctrinal issues that apparently he has 
to deal with in greater length, perhaps for no more pressing a 
reason than he simply had not had time to address them when 
he was first in Thessalonica. Or it is possible that questions 
have come up. The one doctrinal question, the one topic in his 
exhortational section at the end of the letter that occupies more 
attention than any other, is the question of “What happens 
when believers die?” How does death fit in with questions about 
Christ’s return, and what are some of the details surrounding 
the return of the Lord? It is at least conceivable that at least 
one or several Christians in the Thessalonian church had passed 
away in the perhaps several month period between his stay in 
Thessalonica and his arrival in Corinth and writing this letter. 
It’s perhaps an event of this nature which led to  questions.  
“Are these people missing out by not being alive for Christ’s 
return?” It’s quite possible, too, that as these largely Gentile 
Christians came to understand the gospel and heard about 
Christ’s predictions throughout His ministry to come back soon, 
that they began to reflect that roughly twenty years had passed 
by since Christ’s death and resurrection. “Could one conceivably 
think of this as soon?”
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We today ask that question after a gap of nearly two thousand 
years, but even twenty would have been adequate to make 
people wonder. The apostle Peter will later address this identical 
problem, more explicitly in II Peter 3, of those who are saying, 
“Where is the promise of His coming?”—a question that could 
be asked already in the early Church. At any rate, if there is 
a doctrinal focus, and it does not occupy the entire letter or 
even a majority of it by any means, it would be this. And it is 
a doctrinal focus that, in fact, comes back with a vengeance in 
II Thessalonians. I would entitle therefore the Thessalonian 
correspondence,  if we wanted a doctrinal slogan that 
encapsulated the message, “A Balanced View of Christ’s Return”. 
And then if we break that down into the two letters, we might 
identify I Thessalonians as, in essence, Paul’s reassurance that 
Christ is coming back soon and that those that die before that 
event are not “second-class Christians,” in any respect. Christ is 
coming back soon.

But then II Thessalonians seems to counter the opposite 
phenomenon. It seems to have to address those who believe 
that the Day of the Lord is already passed (2:2) or some who 
have quit working, perhaps thinking that the Day of the Lord 
is extremely immediate (3:6 and following). And so if the first 
letter is summarized by the theme of “Christ is still coming 
back soon”, we might label the second letter as continuing 
that sentence, “but not that soon”. There is a balance here that 
Christians must live in a lively expectation of the possibility 
of the end of the age but never have the presumptuousness to 
claim to know that it is just around the corner, that it can be 
pinned down to a particular time and date or, worse still, that, in 
fact, it has already passed in some invisible spiritual sense.

More on these themes, as we return in our subsequent lecture 
to the second part of I Thessalonians and to the entirety of II 
Thessalonians. But let’s begin where Paul begins as we now 
look at some more of the details of this first letter, in the first 
chapter of I Thessalonians. Again, we have the conventional 
introduction, this time much briefer and much more typical. And 
then he introduces his two co-workers, Silas and Timothy, to the 
church of the Thessalonians in “God the Father and the Lord, 
Jesus Christ, grace and peace to you” (1:1).  All three elements 
very briefly and concisely stated, of the typical Greco-Roman 
introduction. It’s interesting that he does name his two co-
workers. Perhaps they simply are those who are with him when 
he writes, but either one could be his amanuensis, or scribe, as 
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Paul follows the conventional ancient practice of dictating his 
epistle.

Now in this letter, we do have a typical Greco-Roman 
thanksgiving, of course, modified appropriately from a Christian 
perspective. Paul lavishes praise on the Thessalonians by means 
of a prayer of thanksgiving to God for their growth and maturity. 
In fact, what is interesting is that, not only does he give this 
conventional but very detailed and positive thanksgiving 
of verses 2-10 of chapter 1, but he gives, what in essence in 
terms of form or structure, is a second thanksgiving in 2:13-
16, although it is tucked into the body of his letter. Paul is so 
appreciative of the Thessalonians’ behavior and growth that he 
lapses into a second thanksgiving, the only time in any of his 
letters that, formally speaking, we have two such thanksgivings. 
So if Galatians struck us with Paul’s displeasure, and therefore 
avoidance of any thanksgiving, the Thessalonians strike us with 
how much they have pleased Paul and, therefore, he introduces 
two thanksgiving periods.

In the first of these, he introduces as well a very favorite triad 
of his where he speaks of the faith and love and hope that the 
Thessalonians have manifested. “Their work produced by faith, 
their labor prompted by love, and their endurance inspired by 
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” He also is astonished, not as he 
was in a negative sense in Galatia, but in a very positive sense 
at the quick and widespread impact of their conversion. And we 
have already alluded to these praises in [chapter 1] verses 6-10. 
Would that in every age in Christian circles attracted this kind of 
notice: People are coming to Paul and telling him about the faith 
of the Thessalonians, even before he has an opportunity to share 
it with them (verses 8:9). 

The chapter and the thanksgiving close then with the first of 
several key references—interestingly often one at the end of 
each chapter (perhaps that is what led the Medieval Church to 
place the chapter divisions where they did) to Christ and His 
return. A reminder, a foreshadowing, if you like, that this will 
become the one key doctrinal issue for more detailed exposition 
later on. In chapter 1, it comes in verse 10 as he praises and 
thanks God for the Thessalonians’ waiting for Christ’s return 
from heaven—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.
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In chapter 2, the formal body of the letter then begins, and 
before Paul begins his exhortations in chapter 4, he provides a 
variety of information in chapters 2–3 to describe and remind 
the Thessalonians of the nature of his ministry when he was 
with them and then to describe the feelings and actions that 
have been his since he has left Thessalonica. The first of these 
topics occupies 2:1-16 and the second, 2:17–3:13. There is not 
much deep theology or doctrine. There are no major problems 
to correct in these chapters, but there is encouraging praise 
and teaching and great insight into Paul’s pastoral heart and 
procedures.

Paul describes in 2:1-12 his motives, which he believes were a 
model for the Thessalonians. He did not, as so many itinerant 
religious peddlers and philosophers in the ancient world, 
preach in order to receive money or status (verses 1-6), but he 
displayed a parental affection (verses 7-11), which can be, even 
today, the only true motive for proper Christian ministry and for 
perseverance in difficult times. He compares himself to parents 
of both genders in verse 7, “We were gentle among you like a 
mother caring for her little children,” and in verses 11-12, “we 
dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children, 
encouraging, comforting, and urging you to live lives worthy 
of God, who calls you into His kingdom and glory.” He then 
describes in this passage about his ministry in Thessalonica, not 
only his exemplary motives (verses 1-12), but the Thessalonians’ 
exemplary response (verses 13-16). Why could they grow so 
quickly? Why could they react so positively to the gospel?

The answer is twofold: First, they recognize that gospel as 
the very Word of God, not merely another humanly concocted 
message (verse 13). But also, [second,] they responded 
appropriately to suffering, to the persecution from their fellow 
townsfolk (verses 14-16), recognizing that that was part of what 
it meant to mature in Christ, even as Jesus Himself had to suffer 
and go to the cross. Then in 2:17 through 3:13, Paul describes 
his subsequent longing to be reassured that the Thessalonians 
were doing well, particularly because he knew of the hardships 
of local persecution. He tells how greatly encouraged he was by 
having sent Timothy and received his report and again refers 
to the return of Christ in 2:19, “For what is our hope, our joy, 
our crown?” The only true reward from Christian ministry that 
people can take with them is the friendships and maturity of 
fellow believers in Christ.
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He goes on in chapter 3 to thank the Thessalonians further and 
concludes with a doxology, in verses 11-13, where he praises God 
and prays that He may strengthen their hearts, that they may be 
blameless and holy in His presence, and continue to grow even 
as they have. Again, the chapter concludes with a hint of the 
coming doctrinal issue of dealing with the return of Christ as he 
speaks about the time when the Lord Jesus comes “with all His 
holy ones,” a term which some have taken to refer to Christians 
who have died. But in light of its Old Testament use, particularly 
its background in the book of Zechariah, perhaps more naturally 
refers to the angelic hosts that accompany Christ. That brings 
the informative section—the heart of the body of Paul’s letter—
to a close, and leaves us ready to address his exhortational 
material in chapters 4–5 and particularly, among the topics he 
addresses, filling them in on further information about Christ’s 
return. These are the topics then with which the next session 
and lecture will begin.


