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Our Daily Bread University’s teaching rests on our Statement of Faith, Content Brand, and Content 
Philosophy statements. These three statements, intended to guide those who write, teach, and 
edit our materials, work together to determine what we teach (Foundations), how we communicate 
truth (Voice), and how we approach Scripture and our audience (Values).

Statement of Faith (Foundations)

Our Statement of Faith represents the foundational beliefs on which many Christians agree, but 
they are not intended to be an exhaustive treatment of all Christian faith and practice. That is, 
they do not address all doctrinal differences and nuances, but rather seek to represent the core 
beliefs that unite followers of Christ in all ages and places. Together with the historic Apostles’ 
and Nicene Creeds, 

 » We believe the Old and New Testament Scriptures are inspired by God, without 
error in the original manuscripts, fulfilled in Christ, and the revelation of our 
creation, fall, redemption, and restoration. 

 » We believe in one God in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

 » We believe Jesus Christ is fully God and fully man, the only begotten Son of God, 
and the perfect revelation of the Father. 

 » We believe in Jesus’ virgin birth, sinless life, sacrificial death, bodily resurrection, 
ascension to the Father, and triumphant return. 

 » We believe that, as a result of the fall, we are in need of salvation from sin and 
eternal death. God graciously provided this salvation through Jesus, who alone 
reconciles all who repent of their sin and put their faith in Him. 

 » We believe it is by the Holy Spirit that we are convicted of sin and led, through 
repentance and new birth, into the family of God to live and grow in Christlikeness, 
in trust for God, and in love for others.  

 » We believe in one church, expressed through local bodies of God’s family, made 
up of all who are in Christ, and who together are commissioned to make Christ-
followers of all nations. 
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 » We believe in the return of our Lord to bring the fullness of His kingdom, to judge 
the living and the dead, and to restore the peace and joy of His creation.

Content Brand (Voice)

Our Daily Bread University Organizational Voice & Content Values 

Purpose: This document is intended to be an executive summary of ODBM’s content values and 
voice. While specific issues are dealt with in more detail in other content guideline documents, 
this is intended to be a high-level perspective that can help in editing and writer recruitment.

While the scriptural truths of the gospel, the deity of Christ, and the core doctrines of our faith 
can never be compromised we must always seek to differentiate between what the Scriptures say 
and our interpretation of the Scriptures, between truth and opinions, and between the gospel and 
personal preferences. Secondary and tertiary issues and doctrines can be engaged in winsome 
conversation, but must not take away from a focus on the core doctrines of the faith and the 
gospel.

The ideas expressed below provide a summary overview of the attitudes with which we hold 
our ODBU’s content philosophy and are intended to serve as conversation starters to generate 
discussion on the heart and spirit of ODBM’s distinctives. Ultimately, the goal is for all ODBU 
content to have a family resemblance in voice and values, wherever in the world it is developed. 

Voice

Reasonability: Warm and gentle voice of reason in a time of great madness

Conversational: Avoid politicized issues that tend to divide, instead seeking to welcome readers/
listeners into a biblically-grounded conversation (as opposed to argument or debate) on the 
heart issues behind the outward points of conflict.

Humility: Even as we teach, we do so from the posture of learners, recognizing we do not have all 
the answers and that we need one another.

Hopeful: Whenever possible, seek to present encouragement and hope in the midst of what we 
teach.

Balanced: Avoid extremes, keeping the focus on the central truths and the big ideas of the gospel.

Accessible: Avoid (or carefully define) academic, in-house, or churchy language that is not readily 
accessible to many readers.

Respectful: When discussing issues where there is disagreement, our content must be respectful 
and accurate in its presentation of opposing views.
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Values

Missional: A commitment, first and foremost, to making the life-changing wisdom of the Bible 
understandable and accessible to all.

Approach: A nondenominational ministry requires a nondenominational (vs denominational or 
multidenominational) approach to the Scriptures.

Jesus: Base our teaching on a Christocentric approach, seeking solution to the issues before us in 
Jesus.

Cross: Gospel-oriented, with the message of the cross and resurrection the biggest of the big 
ideas.

Dependence: Call people to reliance on God, rather than self-effort, self-help, or mere human 
effort.

Caution: Seek to say no more and no less than what the Scriptures say on any subject.

Text First: Approach issues through the process of dealing with the biblical text, not the other way 
around (examining the Scriptures through the lens of contemporary issues).

Honor: Do not speak derogatorily of a living person (or anyone?) or a living faith. We don’t have to 
put someone else or their faith down to lift up Christ and point people to Him.

Assumptions: Avoid ascribing motives where the text doesn’t, and avoid assuming knowledge on 
the part of the reader.

Implications: Utilize Haddon Robinson’s paradigm of implications (necessary, probable, possible).

—Additional Concerns—

Key Theological Issues and Attitudes:
 » Tension—Theological systems tend to land on one side or the other of any 

particular issue. The truth, however, is most often in the uncomfortable middle. 
That is where the tension must be allowed to exist, so that both sides of the issue 
are kept in balance.

 » Mystery—Isaiah 55:8–9 forms an important backdrop for theological discussions. 
By definition, God’s ways and thoughts are beyond us, meaning that there will 
always be some level of mystery in what the Bible means by what it says. For 
example, atonement theory. 

 » Humility—None of us has, or is capable of having, all the answers. This means 
that we must listen to one another and search the Scriptures together in order to 
discover, in community, what the Scriptures would have us to know.
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 » Respect—Recognizing that honest differences exist between men and women 
of faith, we need to treat one another as image-bearers of God and followers of 
Christ, especially in the moments where we strongly disagree with one another.

 » Balance—Approach controversial topics in theological and biblical studies by 
stating opposing perspectives fairly and avoiding using ODBU as a platform for 
divergent and experimental interpretations and ideas.

Content Philosophy (Voice)

Our Mission ~ To make the life- changing wisdom of the Bible understandable and accessible to 
all.

Our Vision ~ To see people of all nations experiencing a personal relationship with Christ, 
growing to be more like Him, and serving in a local body of His family.

Our Content Values ~ With the Bible as our foundation, under the supremacy of Christ, we seek to 
be careful in our interpretation and application of Scripture, appropriate in our tone, and clear in 
our communication of the story of the Bible.

Our Brand  ~ Encouraging is our brand essence. We seek to demonstrate that by producing 
material that is relational, relevant, and trustworthy.

Our Promise ~ To help readers draw closer to God every day.

Our Content Values Defined

The Bible as Our Foundation
Our teaching needs to rest in the self- revelation, story, and wisdom of God.

Hope and encouragement stems from helping others discover what the God of the Bible 
tells us about Himself and what He has done for us in Christ.

We want to help others see that the Bible is the great God- given story of our Creation, 
Rebellion, Rescue, and Restoration.

In our teaching we attach authority to no more and no less than what the Scriptures say.

We recognize the importance of helping others make connections between the story of 
Scripture and their own story and ongoing spiritual growth.
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The Centrality and Supremacy of Christ
Our teaching should point ultimately and consistently to Christ as the living and eternal Word of 
God.

We desire to communicate the love of our Father in heaven who has revealed His heart in 
the life, death, and resurrection of His Son.

The Bible leads us to see Jesus as the dominant theme of the Old and New Testaments. We 
want to present Him as our eternal God, Creator, Sustainer, Teacher, Savior, Judge, and Lord.

We need to point people to the gift of forgiveness God has offered to everyone through the 
cross and resurrection of Jesus as the full payment for our sin.

Carefulness of Interpretation and Application
Our teaching should reflect the intent of Scripture, the wisdom of God, and the brokenness of life 
that links us to the original authors and hearers of Scripture.

We want to present the characters of the Bible as real people with strengths as well as 
faults, who lived in a real world.

It is important to help others understand individual parts of the Bible in both their own 
context and in light of the bigger story of God’s patience, love, and mercy toward those 
who have walked away from Him.

The Bible leads us to see Jesus as the dominant theme of the Old and New Testaments. We 
want to present Him as our eternal God, Creator, Sustainer, Teacher, Savior, Judge, and Lord.

We need to point people to the gift of forgiveness God has offered to everyone through the 
cross and resurrection of Jesus as the full payment for our sin.

Carefulness of Interpretation and Application
Our teaching should reflect the intent of Scripture, the wisdom of God, and the brokenness of life 
that links us to the original authors and hearers of Scripture.

We want to present the characters of the Bible as real people with strengths as well as 
faults, who lived in a real world.

It is important to help others understand individual parts of the Bible in both their own 
context and in light of the bigger story of God’s patience, love, and mercy toward those 
who have walked away from Him.

We need to present the Bible as the story of God’s grace and wisdom in calling all 
generations back to Himself.

We need to help others discover what it means to live in the forgiveness, love, name, merits, 
Spirit, and mission of Christ.
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Appropriate Tone and Clarity of Communication
Our teaching should reflect the attitudes of the Spirit of Christ and the ministry brand, and must 
not be obscured by insider terms and jargon that are not clearly explained in their context.

Our message needs to be marked by urgency and patience; truth and grace; conviction 
without condemnation; and care without compromise.

Our content needs to be written and presented with humility, showing respect for those 
who disagree with us while distinguishing between ideas and people.

Because of the growing number of people who are not familiar with either the Bible or 
the language of faith, we have a responsibility to express our message with freshness and 
creativity.

We recognize the need for consistency in tone and voice throughout all our content so 
that everything is recognizable in voice as being encouraging, relational, relevant and 
trustworthy.

We recognize that while teaching is our primary intention, not all content will be 
“educational” in nature. Some will aim to inspire more than instruct.


